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PR E F A G E. 



NO patr of hHlbry is fljkore inftrufttve and delight- 
ing, than the lives of gijeat and worthy men : the 
fhortnefs of them invitesr many readers j and' there are 
fitch little and yet remarkable pafl^ges in tliem, too in- 
corifidcrable to bq put In- a general hiftory of the age in 
which they lived, that ail people are very defirous to 
know them. This makes 'Plutarch's lives to be more 

^ generally read than any of all the books which the an- 

j^ dent Ghreck« or Romans writ; 

* But the lives of heroes and prlhces, are commonly 

(4 filled with the account of tht great things done by them, 
which do rather belong toa* general; than a particular hi- 
ilory; and do rather amu^ the r^adigr's fancy with a 
fplendid (hew of greainefej ihun otfer him what is really 
fo ufeful to himfelf : and indeed* the lives of princes are 
cither writ with fo much flattery by thofc who intended 
tO' merit by it ar their own hands, or others concerned 
in tlrem; or with fo much ipite, by thofe who being. 
ill ofed by them; have revenged themfelves on their 
memory, that there is not much to be built on them : 
and though the rli nature of many, makes what is lati* 
nciUy writ to be generally more read and believed, than 
when the flittcry is wfible and coarfc ; yet certainly re- 
fentment may make the writer corrupt the trnth of hi- . 
ifory, as.jQiuch as intereft : and fince all men have their 
blind- fides, and eornmit errors, he that will indiiflri- 
oufly fay'thefe together, leaving out, or but (lightly 
touching what fliould be fet againft them, to ballance 
them, may make a very good man appear in very bad 
eoburS : fo upon the whole matter, there is not that 
reafon to*<ixpeft either much truth, or great in(l:rt3<f)-i- 
^^ frofli what is written concerning he-roes or princes ; 
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for few have been able to imitate the patterns SuctoniuJ 
fet the world in writing the lives of the Roman empeF- 
ors^rwith the ,&me freedom that they had led them : 
bijt the liv^ of private men, tho' feldom they cnttrtain 
the reader with fuch a variety of paffages as the other do; 
yet certainly they 'offer him things that are more imi- 
table, and do prefent wifdom and virtue to him,, notonljr 
in a fair idea, which is often looked on as a piece o£ the 
invention or fancy of the writer, but in fuch plain and 
familiar inil:ances> as do both direct him better and pN^r-^ 
fuade him naore ; and there are not fuch temptations ta 
biafs thofe who write them, fo that we may generally^ 
depend more on the truth ef fuch relations as are giveoi 
in them. 

In the age m which we live, religion and virtue havC; 
been propofed and defended with fuch advantages,, with 
that gieat force of reafon, and thofe perfuafions,. that 
they can hardly be matched in former 6mes ; yet after. 
all this> there are but few much wrought on by them^ 
which perhaps flows from this, among other reafons,, 
that th^feiire not fo many lexctllent patterns fet ou^, as:^ 
might both in a fhortcr, and more efflftual manner re- 

. commend that to the world, which difcourfes dp but. 
coldly ; the wit and fllle of the writer being more con- 
fidercd than the argument which they handle, and 
therefore the propofing virtue and rtligipn in fuch a. 
model, may perhaps operate more thaoj the perfpeftlver. 
of it can do, and for the hiflory. of learning, nothing 
does fo preferve and improve it, as the wiiiing the lives 
^'. of thofe who have been eminent in it. ^ 

There is no book the ancients have kft us, whiclr 
might haye informed us more than Diogenes Laertius ' 

' his lives of the philofophers ; if he had bad the art of , 
writing equal to that great fubjeft which hxi undertook ;, 
for if he had given the world fuch actount of thtra, 
as Gafle;adus has done of Peircik, how great a flock of 
knowjege might we have had, which by his unfkilful- 
ncfs is in a great m<,afurc loft;, fmce we naufl how de- 
pend 
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pencf only oh him, becaufc wc have no other, or better • 
atithor that has \nitten on that argamcnt. 

For many aces there were no lives writ but by Monks, 
through whole writings there' runs fuch an incurable 
Ifumour, of telling incredible and inimitable paflages, V 
that little in them can be believed or propoied as a pat- 
tern : Sulpitias Sieverus and Jerom (hewed too much 
<^dality in the lives they writ, and raifed Martin and 
Itilarion, beyond what can be reaibnabJy believed : after 
them, Socrates,^ Theodoret, Sozomen," and PalJadius,. 
took a pleafore to tcU uncouth Aories of the Monks of' 
Thebais, and Nitria : and'thofe who came after them, 
/corned tof all (hort of them, butraifed theii^ faints above 
thofe of fermer ages, ib that one would have thought 
that undecetit way of writing could rife no higher ; and' 
this humour ihfefted even thofe who had otherwife a* 
good fenfe of things, and a juft apprehenfion of nf^n-- 
Wnd, as may appear in Matthew Paris, who tho* Ke was 
a' writer of great judgment and fidelity, yet he has cor^^ 
ruptedhis hiftory with much of that a^oy. .But 'when' 
emulation and envy rofe among the fevcral tjrcfers or hou- 
fes, the.! they improved in .that art of making^ romances, . 
ihftead pf writing lives, to that pitch, that the world be- 
came generally much fandalized Nvith them : the Fhmdf- 
cans and Dominicans tried who could 6y the moA ex* 
travagant things of the founders, or other fiints of their *^ 
orders;^ and the Benediftines, who thought themfelver 
poffefs'd of the belief of the world, as well as of itsf* 
wealth, endeavoured all that was poffible ftiU to keep 
up the dignity of their order, by out lying the others 
all they could; and whereas here or diere, a miracle, a » 
" vifion or trance, might ha^^ occured in the lives of for- 
mer faints* now every pafl^ge was full of thbfe won*^ 
derful things. 

Nor h^s the humour of writing in fuch''4 manner, . 
been quite laid down in this age, tho'tAre awakened - 
aiid better enlightnecl, as appears in the life of Philip 
Nerius,, and a great many moret andthe Jeftits at 
Afl twerps are now taking care to load the vraild with a- 
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vaft and volnmmous coUedion- of all thole lives ihat tut» 
afready fwelled to elevea volumes in foiio^ in a fmall 
prlaty aod yet being digefted according to the kalender^ 
they hate yet but ended the month ot April : the life, 
.of mooflear Renty i»writ in another manner, where- 
there are io many excellent paflages» that he is judly ta. 
be reckoned amongft the greateil patterns that France . 
has afTorded in this age. 

But while fome have nouri(hed infidelity, and aicori^- 
ofallfacred thiogs by writing of thofe.good men ia. 
Aich a Arainy as makes not only what, is jR> related to 
be dlfbelieved, but creates a dJfirun of the authentical 
Writings of our moA holy faith ; others have fallen into- 
another extreme in writing lives too jejunely, JwelKng 
them up with trifQsg accounts of ^he childhood and . 
education, and the domeftick or private. g/r4irs of thofe. 
perfoes of whom they write, in which the \iox\i is lit- ; 
tie concerned ; by thefe they become /fo fiat,, that lew 
care to read them^ for certainly thofe tranfa^ions are 
only fit to be delivered to- pofteiity, that may carry! 
with them* fome ujEbful piece, ol knowkge to after, 
times. 

\ have now an argument before mc, which will af- 
ford indeed a (hoFt hifiory, but will contain in it as 
great a charaf^er, as perhaps can be given of any in thi$^ 
ags ; fince there are few. infianees of more knpwlege. 
and greater virtues meeting in one perfon. I am upoa 
one account (befides many more) unfit to undertake ir^ 
becaufe I was not at all known to him, £) I can fay no- 
thing from, my own obiervation ;. but upon fceond 
though tis I do not know whether this may not qualify . 
me to write more impartially, though perhaps more de- - 
feftively ; for the knowlege of extraordinary peifont 
does moficonitoonly bias thofe, who were much wrought 
on by the tendernefs of their friendship for them» to raife 
their iftile a little too high when t^ey write coaoerning 
them : I confefs I knew him as much as the looking; o^ 
ten upon him cquld amount to. The lafi year of his 
being in London, he came always on fondays (when he^ 
* . could* 
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C5mldgQsdbroad)to thechappel of theRolls, where I thea 
pleached : la my life I never faw fo much gravity ceiar- 
pered with that iweetnefs, aad fet o^ with fo much vi-> 
vftcLty as appeared ia his looks aod behaviour, which 
difpcrfed me to a veneration for him, which i never had 
for any with whom I was not acquainted : I was feek- 
ingan opportunity of being; admitted to bis coaverlati- 
OD ;. but I underftood that between a great want of 
heaTtii^ and amultiplicity of buimef% which hisimploy* 
ment brotight upon him, he was nraAer c^ fo little o£ 
his time, that I flood in doubt whether I might pre- 
fume to rob* him of aay of it, and fa he left the town 
before I could reiblve on defiring to be known to him.' 

My ignorance of the law of England made me alfa 
unfit to write of a man, a great part of whole diar»-' 
^.er, as to his learning, is to be lakes from his ikiti ia» 
the common la^» ana his performance in that. But jt 
fliall leave that to thofe of the fame robe : fince, if I 
engaged much in it, I muft needs commit many errors^ 
wnting^of a fubjeft that h foreign to me. 

The occafion of my undertaking this, was given me , 
firft by the earneft defires of fome that have great power 
over me, who having been much obliged by him, and 
holding his memory in high eflimation^' thought I 
might do it fome right by writing his life : 1 was then 
cn^iged irf writing the hiftory of the reformation, fo I 
promifed that, as foon as that was over, I (hould make 
the bed ukA could of fuch informations and memorials 
as (hould be brought to me. 

This 1 have now performed in the beft manner I 
could, and have brought into method all the parcels of 
his life. Of the branches of his chara^er, which I could 
either gather from the information^ that were brought 
me, or from thofe that were familiarly acquainted with 
him, or from his writings: I have not applied any of 
the faHe colours with which art, or fome forced elo- * 
quence might furnifh me in writing concerning him, but 
hav^ endeavoured to fet him out in the fame fimplicity 
in which he lived : I have faid little of his domeftick 
\ ^ concerns^ 
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coacerns, finoe, tho' in ihcfe he w^ a great e?cample; 
yet it fignifies nothing to the world to laiow any par- • 
ticnlar exercifes that might be given to his patienoe ; 
and therefore \ (hall draw a veil over ail thefe, and (hall 
avoid faying any thing of him, but what may afford the 
reader fome profitable indruflicHi : I am under no temp* 
tations of faying anything, bnt'what I am p. rfnaded is 
exaflly true, for where therfe is fo much "excellent truth' 
to be told, it were an inexcufabfe fault to corrupt that, 
or prejudice the reader againft it by the mixture of falf« 
hoods with ir. 

In (hort, he was a great example ^hlte he lived, fo 
I wi(h'the fetting him thus out to poR^rity in his own' 
true and native colours, may hafve its due influence on 
all perfons, butmore particularly on thofe of that pro-^ 
feflion, whom it more immediately ooncems, whetherr 
on the beach or at the^bar. 
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MA;TTH£W HAL.£» wfts. bom at Ald^vlfm 
GloeaStertkire the fiHl ef No?«mheri 1^09^. Hia 
grand-&ch«c wa£ R(^it Haley 911 •oiinczK: clochtf-^ 
er in WottoiirYmdey-tdge« in that£omitf, where heand kin 
aoceftors had lived for. maafdefceats-; and thej had 
giTeafeveral par^rel^of iaod for theufeof thepoor,, whicb 
are enjoyed bj them ta this. daj. This Robert acquired 
aa eftate. of ten thoufaHd potmd whkh he divided almoft: 
equally sunongd hi& fin^ fons. ;. beddes the portionB he^ 
gave his daughtersyiFom whom a* numerous pofterity has; 
fprung. His iecond ion. was Robert Mak^ a Bapriiber oi 
Ltncohis- Inn ; he married Joan, the daughter o£ Matthew? 
PoyntaE of AkJerly,. Efquire, who was defccaded* itom 
that noble hmfy of the Poynt2*s- of Anfton : of this mar-^ 
riage these was no^ other ii^ue but thb one ibn^ HiV 
gjcand-fathep by h«s mother was his gpd-fatheF;. and 
gave him hisrown name at his baptifm. His- father wasi 
a man of that ft]!i^e& of cpnfeience, diat he g^ve over 
the pra<5kice of the ktw,, becadrie he cOuJd not under/l^ndir 
the reafon. of gi«(ing colour in pleadings^ which as he? 
thought was- ia tdf a* lie» and that, with (bme other 
thin^ cornmoxdy prad^iftdy &en^d (o him. eo&trary to* 
that exa£tndsiE>f truth sttid jii^^e which became a Ch^i^- 
ftian,. fo that he withdrew hirafeli' from tl^ inns of court 
to live on hiftedate in the countrj^*. 0( this I was infor- 
med b^ aA^ ancient g^ntlepoan, that lived in a fciendihipt 

with^ 
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'With Jus fon for fiftf years, and he heard judge Joanar^. 
that wa^ Mr. Hale's coDeem}>orary, declared this m the 
king's-bench. But as the care he had to iave his foul> 
made him. abandon a profedioil in which he might have 
raufed his family much higher, forhis charity to his poor 
neighbours; made him not only deal his ahtis largely a- 
mong them while he lived,* but at his death he left (out 
of his fmali eftate which was but looA a. year) 20/. a: 
year to the poor of Wotton, which his fon confirmed to 
them with fome addition, and with this regulation, that 
it fhould be dillributed among fucji poor houfe-keepers^- 
as did not receive the alms of the parifh ; for t^ give it to 
thofe, was only, as he ufed to fay, to fave fo much mo- 
ney to.the richy who by law were bound tordiiive the 
poor of the parifh. 

Thus he was defcended rather from a good, than a 
Bobi'e family i and^yetwhat-was wanting in the inflgnifi- 
cant titles of high birth, and noble blood, was more than 
made up in the true worth of his anceftors. But he ms 
fbon deprived of the happinefs of his father's care and in- 
ftruftion, for as he loft his mother before he was three' 
years old; fo his fiither="died before he was five; fo early 
was he caft on the providence of God . Bttt that nnhappi- 
Hefs was in a great meafufe hiade up to him : for after' 
ibme oppofltion made by Mr; Thomas* Poyntz, his unclc^ 
by his mother, he was committed* to the care of Anthony - 
Kingfcot, of'Kihgfcot; Efq; who was hfs next kinfman,. 
aiter his uncles by his mother. 

Great care was taken of his education^ and Mis guardian* 
intended' to 1>#eed him' to be a divine, and being inclined^ 
to the way of thefe then called Puritans? pot-him to fomer 
fchpols that were taught by thofe* of that party-, and im 
die (eventeaith^ year of his age,- fent him to-Magdalen- 
Hall in Oxford; where Obadiali Sedgwick was his tutor. 
He was an extraordinary proficient at ichool^ and for- 
ibme time arOacfordl But the ftage- players^ coming thi- 
ther, he was- fo much'* corrupted By feeing many plays, 
^at he altnoft wholly* foriook his ftudies. By this he 
iMlkOdly lofi much time, but found that his head came* 
to ht thereby filled with fuch vain images ofthihgs, that 
they were at heft unprofitable, if not hurtful to him ; sqpd 
Iteing afterwards fesfible of thci^mifchielkof this^ he 1^ 

folvec^^ 
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Iblnfediipon his coming to London, (where he kaew the 
w^pprtunictes of fuch iights would be naore frequent Mnd 
inviting) never to iee aplaj again, to which he conftant* 
Ij adhered. 

The cpmipllon of a young man's niind in one pmt* 
•cular generally draws on a great many more after it, {qi 
he being now taken ofiT from following his ftudies, and 
iroih the gravity of his deportment, that was formerly 
eminent in him, far b^ond his years, &t himfelf to ma-» 
ny of the vanities incident to youth, but ftill preierved 
hkpudty, and a great probity of mind. He loved fine 
clothes, and d^ligated much in company : and being of 
a ftrong and robuft body, he was a giseat mafter at aU 
ihofe exercifes, that required much (brength. He alfo learn- 
ed to fence, and handled his weapcms, in which he became 
(o expert, that he worfted many of the mailers of thole 
arts : but as ht was exercifing himfelf in them, an in- 
ftance appeared, that Ihewedagood judgment, and gave 
Xbme hopes of better things. One of his maders told him 
he could teach him no more, for he was now better at his 
own trade thain him&lf was. This IMr. I^ale looked onas 
flattery: ib to make the mailer difcover himfelf, he pre- 
trnkd him the houie he lived in, for he was his tenant, if 
he could hit. him a blew on the head ; and bad him do his 
heft, for he would be as good as his word : fo after a lit- 
'tle engagement, his oiailer being really fuperior to him, 
hit him en the head, and he performed his promise; 
•for he gave him the houie freely : and was not unwilling 
at jdiat rate to leara fo early, to diftinguifh flattery from 
plain and fimple truth* 

He was noW fb taken up wiih martial matters, that m- 
Ibad of going on in his.defign. of being a fcholar, or a di- 
vine, he refolved to be a foldier ; and his tuior Sedgwick 
going into the low countries, chaplain to the renowned 
Jord Vert, he refolved to go along with him, and to trail 
^ pike in the prince of Orange's army V but aJiappy ftop 
^ras put to this refbluttbn, which might have proved fo 
£ital to him^f, and have deprived the age of the great 
example he gasne, an^ the ufeful ferviccs he afterwards 
4id his country. He was engaged in a fuit of law with 
Sir- Will. Whttmooi^ who laid claim to ibpie part of his 
efialCp and liis goai^lian jbcmg a nian of a reiked usn^r, 

\ • and 
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And ti0tma^e^tyo{fiie&, lie M^osfopced tolesvefbeHnil 
^trfitfi after he Imd been -tlw^e ^ears in 'it| aad g» -t!# 
ij^ik^cm-te foltcite bis .own^bnfiaels. Beii>g reconimen^ 
ded to ferjeaot Glanvil for his counoellor, and-he<eMinr*- 
ing 4a h\m a nflear appFehenftan t>JF things, ind a feltd 
j>Bdgmeflt,«adagreat£t»er&lor the^ftudT^of tbela:w/toolt 
pains opoQ him^to*per^ade^htm to' forfake his thooghts 
of %eing a fdldier, and^e applf ^kn'feif to^ke ftu% (£'^ie 
taw : asd this had ie good iaR^Se€t on him, that on die 
eighth of Novemher, i^vf^. fwhrn he was paft the ^wea* 
Cieth year of bis age, he was admitted into LinoQ|}ns-fjm t 
and then being deeply 'fe^Ue hbw much time he haci 
loft, and that idfe^^d^d things had over-run and al« 
mdft corrupted ;t|j$ wind, Ibi r^dhsed to redeem die •time 
he^had'lod, and'f^lowed his ftndies with a diUgence Ifhift 
«ould fc^rce be believed, if 'the Signal effe^ of k did not 

fain it oredit. He ftudied f&c miiny years at the rate 6C 
xteen hoars a day x- he tiifew afide all fine clothes^ and 
^took himielfto aptafn^fhtob, which he con^nuad to 
Bie4n many points toMs dying day. 

Bvt'-fiBce theihonourof reolaiming hSm^from ^e'idle* 
ne(s(of bis forHiier'<H>arfe of 'Hfe, ts due «o the memory 
of iShat eminent lawyer, ierjeant Oianvi^l, and fmoe mf 
^ d^figa in writkig is to pni^fe a 4>aftcAm of heroick vtrtisa 
to che world, ^^^stll mention one paiTage of the^ftrjeant 
which ^ught never tohe forgotten . Bis father had a iair 
^ftaee which 'he intended to >fetde on his <elder brother, 
bat he beinga'vicioiiB young 'man, and there appearing 
DO hopes 'Of his reeovery, he.-fetded it on him, that •u'as 
bis iecond ion. Upon his death, -hb^ekleft ^fon finding 
that what lie had before looked on, as the threalnin^ of 
an smgry father, was«now<btittoo^ertatn, becanaeinelaB* 
chofy, 'aBd^thslt%ydegr«es.wpoug|bt4b'gi«ataxshatige'Otf 
him, that what Ms •father ooaid not.^rev^ in w^ile he 
lr?ed, was«nawefieiBcd'by «the feverity 'of iib fciftwItU 
ib 4tutt it >was 4iow^too kte ffor htm to^hange In ^pes 
of an "eftatte that wits igatiKe 4com *hini. Bm his 'brjr^ther 
observing the reality of t&e change, Mnfolved within hin»- 
^ felf what to do : ib %e *caiHed 3iim, with' tmaay cf ;bi« 
liriends together tOa^eaft, 'SOd ator4[nlher diftwohad been 
lerved up to the dtnaer, he'DiHlemd otte'thatwas covereiet 
10 -be ^ -h^Son hk bmbe^ .mdadefi w d jmmi 4o «nGomr 
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it; ^hi% he doing, thccottiiaiiy.was<iH:pti«edt»fiiid4t 
full of v^ritings. So ht told them ^iJMi he was^pow to 
■do, what he ?f/as fate iiis father wcosid have doste> if he 
Jiad lived to-ice that happy change, which they new ail 
&w iniiishrother: and daerefcHT^ he freeiy i?eilored to 
idea the ^oie dlate. This is -fo gceat -as Loftance of a 
generous a&d juft difpofition, that 1 hope the readier, wili 
eafify pardon this 4i^refl[ion, and «hat the rather, fince 
•^kat worthy iecjeant was ib iaAntme&tail 'm the happy- 
change that followed in the courfe of Mn HdAt*s life. 

Yea he.dtii.not. at&Jl br^xkoff iirom heepi&g too fnucb 
company with ibme vain people, till a jad aci^ident drove 
him from it; for he wddi £dmex)dier you^ng ftudents, be- 
.ing invited to be mecry^out.^ tpwa, one of ^e comp^iy 
called for fo much wine, that notwithftaading all that 
Mr. Hale could do to prevent it, he went dn m his ciceTs 
till he lell down as dead be^^re them, io that alt that were 
prefect,. wei% not a litlile affi(%lited at it, who did what 
they could to bring him to himfelf again : this did par* 
ticularly affeift Mr. Hale, v^io thereupon went into ano- 
t}her Gootti, &nd Shutting the door, fell on his knees, and 
jgrm^ed earneftly to God> bother Ms friend, that he migh^ 
fiie oefioned .to Jife again ; and that himfelf might be forgi* 
ven for giving ibch conBtenaace to fo much e^ceis : and 
ihesowed^to.God, that he would never again keep company 
in that manner, nordrtnk a^alth while heiived : hfs friend 
recovered, and he moft relfgiou% ■ohferved his vow, till 
rittsd}dng day. Andtho* he was aftserwards prefled to 
drink healths, particularly the king's, which wasfetoip by 
\Mo many. as a diftinguaiihiing mai»k of' loyalty, and drew 
many into great excefs after his majeJlyV happy pc^ftorati* 
on ; yet he would never di^eitfe with his vow, though 
• jie.was ibmctimes roughly treated for this, which fome 
hot and iiidifcreet men caUed ^bftina«y. 

This wrought ami^tire change on him : now he fer- 
£bok all vain company, and divided himfelf between the 
duties of Deligion, and the ftttdies of his profeflion; iQ 
the former he was fo regular, that iw Cm and thirty-years 
time, he never oncC failed ^ng4x> church on the l^ord's- 
dsiy : this oftifervatioa hs made vAmi aai ague fiK) in- 
'^rrupted'thatcoBftantcoorfe, and he reBe^ufd on it, as 

B an 



• 14 TheT^iTK andDzKTHof 

an acknowlegeixidnt of God's great goodnefi dj Kim/ la 
ib long a continuance of his health. , *>; 

He took a ftri<a account of Lis time, of which 6ie rea- 
der will beft judge, by the fcheme he drew for a diary 
which I Oiail iniert, copied from the origins^, but I am 
not cerUin when he made it; it is fet downfc the fame 
fimplicity in- which he writ it for his own private uie. 

MORNING. •/ 

I. To lift up tfee heart to God in thankfulnefs for renew- 
ing my life, 

ti. To renew my covenant with God in Chrift. 

1. By renewed adb of faith receiving Chrift, and re- 
joicing in the height of that relation. 

2. Relblution of being one of his people doing him 
allegiance. 

Ill,- Adoption and prayer. 

IV. Setting a watch over my own infirmities and paffions, 
over the fnares laid in our way. P^rimus licitis. 

Day Imployment. 
There muft be an imployment, two kinds. 

L. Our ordinary calling, to fcrve God iu it. It is a fer- 
vice to Chriil though never fo mean. Col, iit. Here 
faithfulnefs, diligence, chcarfulnefs. Not to over-lay 
mylelf^with more bufinels than I can bear; 

II. Our fpiritual imployments: mingle fomewhat of 
God'fi immediate fervice in this day. 

Refreshments, 
I. Meat and drink, moderation feafoned with fomewhat 

of God. 
JI Recreations, i. Not Qur^budnefs.- 2. Suitable. No 

games, if given to covetou&efs or pailion. 

I F A L O N E. 

J. Beware of wandering, vain, luftful thoughts ; fly fixwn 
thyfelf rather than entertam thefe. 

II* Let thy iblitary thoughts be profitable, view the evi- 
dences of thy falvation, the ftate of thy foul^ the coth- 
ing of Chrift, thy own mortality, it will make thee 
hnmbb and watchful. 

^ . Company. 

Do good to them. Ufe God's name reverently. Beware 
of leaving an ill imprei&on of ill example. Receive 
good from them if more Jmowing. 

EVEN- 
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^^^ EVENING. 

Caft up th^ccounts of the day. If ought be amifs beg 

pardjn . Gather refolution oi more vigilance. l£ well , . 
> blefs the njescj and grace of God that hath fupported 

thee. • 
^ Thgfe notes have an imperfe^ion in the wording of 
thenifi-Avhkh Hiewi they were only inteniJed for his pri- 
vacies* No wonder a man who fet fuch rules to* himfelf, 
became quickly very eminent and remarkable. 

l^Joy lire attorney - genera?!, being then one of the great- 
eft n>en of the profeilion, took early notice of himy and' 
called eftea fm- him, and dire^ed him in his ftudy, and 
grew to have fuch friend ihip for him, that he came to be 
called young Noy. He paCSng from the extream of 
vrtUTty in JiW apparel, to that j6f nsgle<5Hng himfelf too- 
much, was once taken when there was a prefs for the 
Kng's fervicc, ss a fit perfon for it ; for he was a ftrong 
and well built man : ]b^it fome that knew him coming by, 
and giving notice A?ho he was^ the prefs-men let htm go. 
This macb him return to more decency in his oloachs,.but 
nc?7er, tO; any fuperfluity or vanity in them.- 

Once as he was buying fome clothfbr a new fuit, the' 
draper, with whom lie differed about the* price, told him 
he Ihouid have it for nx)tbihg, if he wouid promife him an 
hundred pound when he came to- be lord chief juftice of 
England ; to which he anfwere^, that he could not with 
a: good confclente wear any man's cloth, unlefs he payed 
for ib;r fo he fatisfied the draper, and carried away the 
cloth. Yet that fame draper lived to fee him advanced^ 
to the fame dignity. 

While: he was thus improving himfelf in the ftudy of 
the law, he not only kept the hours of the hall conftantly 
in term-time, but fetdom put himfelf out of commcMis in 
i>acation-time, and continued then to- follow his ftudies 
with ^n unwearied diligence ; and not being fatisfied with 
the books ^rit about it, or to^^take things upon truft, was 
very diligent in fearching-all records: then did he make 
divers colle^ions out of the books he had read, and miv 
ihg. them with his own obfervations, digefied them into- 
a common -place book; which he did witb-ib much iri- 
duftr^ and judg^mcjit, that an eminent judge of the king's- 
- bench borrowed.it? of him when he was lord chief baron ; 
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he unwlUingly lent k^ becatife it hard been vrAt by hitn 
before he ^as tailed to the bar, and had <f €▼<& btfen^ 
thoroughly revifed by him froee that titne, only whair 
aiteratiQos^had beenn^e i^ the law by fubleqiient ftatutes 
and judgments, were added by him as they htd happen- 
ed : but thejudge having peru^d it, faid, That though it 
was qottiftofed by him {^ early, he did not.thin^n^r 
lawyer in England could do it better, except he himittf 
would again fet about it. 

He wa< fooa fouad out by that great aitd learned anti- 
i|uary Mr. Sdiden*) ^ho though much fuperior to htm vtt 
y^ears, yet ^ame to hstve fy^h a Wmg of him,, and of Mr, 
Vaughan, who w^ afterwards lord chief }uftice of the 
common pleas* that as he continued in a clofe friendlhipi. 
vith them while he livedo fo he left them at ^is'<kait]i| 
two of hi$ icnar executors; 

It' was. t;his acqoamtaoce that fijrft fet Mr. Hale on a inore^ 
enlarged; purfuit of lesbning, which he had before cooSn^ 
cd tolib own profeffion> but becoming as great amafter^ 
in it, as ever any was» YeryiblMi; he-who Ccodd AeireU 
let any of his time go awajr unprofitably, found letfure; 
t9 attain to as great a vadety &i loaowlege, in as edm- 
prehenfif« a tasamer," as men have dqpc in any age» 

He fet himfelf ^uch to the ftudy of the Roman htw^. 
and thp' he liked the way of judicature in England by 
juries, much better than that g( the civil kw, where fo; 
nluch wal^ trujfted Co the judge; yet heoftien faid, That 
the true grounds and reaibas of law,, were £9 well dtlt- 
vered iit the dtgefts, that a man could never udderftaad 
law as a fcience fo well as by feeing it there, aiid thet^efore 
lameiited mtK:h ths(t it was fo litt^ ftudied in En^and. 

He looked on readinefs in afitlimeti«k, as a thing whicli 
Bright be ufeftil tp him in his own ettiployment, and arc* 
quired it to fuch a degree, that lie would ofteo oh* the' 
ludden, aud afterwards on the bench, reiblve very hard- 
quefttons, which had puzzled the be ft accOmptttots about ' 
town. He refted not here, but ftudied the algebra, both- 
Tpetiofa and numerofo, and wient through alt the other 
mathematical fciefxces, and made a great coHeAion of 
very excellent inftruments, fparing no coft to have them*. 
as exa6t as art cOuld make tliem-. He was alfo vcrjr con- 
verfiEtttt itL phibfopbical teainie^ and iil all* the curiout' 

e;cperiment$« 
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(ftcperiments, and rare difcovertes of this age : and bad ' 
the new boolcs written on thofe fubjeds fent him from ali^ 
parts, which he both read and examined fo critically, 
that if the-fsrincjples and hypothefes whrch he took firft' 
lip, did any way prepoflefs him^ yet thoie who have ^f-- 
fered moft from him, have acknowleged, that in what' 
he has writ concerning the TorricelJian experiment^ and^ 
of the rarefa<Sion and condenfation of the air, he fhews- 
as great-an exa<5lnefs, and as much fubtilty inf thereafon- 
feg he builds on them, as thoie principles to whieh he- 
adhered could bear. But indeed it will iecm fcarce ere- 
dible, tKata man fb much imployed, and of To fevefe a'- 
temper of mind, couidfind leifure to read, obferve and? 
write fo much of thefe fubje<as as he did; He called them 
bis divcrfions ; for he often faid when he was Weary, with' 
the ftuidy oft he law, or divinity, he ufed to recreate him- 
fclf with philofophy ot the mathcmaticks : to thefe he ■ 
added great ikill 'Jn phyiick, anatomy,' and chirurgery ; ' 
and he ufed to fay, No mas could be abfolutely mafter 
ifi any profcffion, without having fome'fkill in other' 
ftiences; for be (ides the fatisfa<ftion he had in the know- 
legc of thefe things, he made ufe of them often- in his 
: imj^Ioyments. In fome examinations he would put fuch 
queftions to phyficians or chirurgeoris^ that they have ' 
profeffed the college of phyficians could not do' it -more ■ 
exa^Jy ; by which he diicovcred great j udgment,^ ns well ^ 
as much' knowlege in thefe things: anii in hJsi-lickneft • 
l!fe iiied to argue with his doctors about hi<f'diftempers, . 
aud the methods they took with him, like one of their o\\ti « 
profeffion ; which ^ne cf themf told mche undcrftood, as ^ 
far as fpeculation without practice could cany. him'.'- 
». Ta this he added great fearches into ancient 'hiftpry,^ 
and particularly iAto the rougheft and leaft delightfiil part - 
of it, chronology; He was well acquainted V.4ch the an- - 
cieflt Oreek phiiofophers,* but> w^ant of k)ccaii6n to nfe it, . 
wore out his knowlege of thfe Greek tongue t and- though i 
he never ftud led the Hebrew- tongue,- yet by his great toii" 
ver&tion with * Selden, hb' underftood-the 4noll curious > 
things in the Rabbinicanearning.\ 
^ But abo^eaM- thefe, he fecfnc^ Ip- have made the ftiidy ' 
of divinity the chi^f t>f ali othfcrtf, to wliich he not oitIv 
diTcOed etcryi tiling eHcf bat alfe arpivc^J- at that pitck 
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in it, tbat thofe wbo have jread what be Kas written <Nl^ 
tbeie fuhje<9£, will thinky they muft have had raoftpf 
Ills time and though ts« K may ieem extravagant, ^ad 
almoA incredible, that one man, in no great i^ompafs of^ 
years, ibould have acquired iuch a varie|;y of knowlege \- 
and that in fcieQdes that require much kifufe and appli- 
cation. But as his parts were quick, and his apprehend* 
ons lively, his memory great, and his judgment (Irong; 
io his induilry was almoft indefatigable. He rofe always, 
betimes in the morning, was never idle, fcarce ever held 
any difcourfe about news, except with fome few ia 
i^hom he confided entifely.. He entered into^o cortef- 
jiondence by letterSj^ except about neceifary bufineis, or 
matters of leaming, and fpent very little time in eating- 
xur drinking ; for as he* never wefit to public feafts, fo b< 
gave no entertainments but to the poor ; for he followed 
our Saviour's diredlioa (of feafting<none but thefe) lite- 
rally : and in eating and drinking, he obferved not otAj 
great plainnefs ^nd moderation » but livied fo^philof^pht* 
call J, that he always eiuled his meal, with an appetite : fy 
that he lofl little time at it; (tbat bebg the only portkn 
which he grudged hhnfelf) and was difpofed to any exercifi; 
<])f his mind, to which he thought fit to apply himielf, iin« 
mediately,, after hev had dined : by thefe means he gain- 
ed much time^ th^t is otherwiie unprofitably wafted. 

He had ^fo an admirable equ^ality in the temper of his 
tpmd^ which di^ofed him for whatever (ludies he thought 
fit to turn himfetf to; and' fome very uneafie th^i{ 
which he lay under for many^ years, did rather, engage 
him to, than dilbadted him 'from his ftudies. 

A^hen he was called to the bar, and begati to mjE^ke ^ 
figure in the world, the late pnhappy wars bi^oke ont^ in 
which it was no eafy thing, for a man t6 prelerVe his ia^ 
tcgrity, and to live iecurely, free from gresCt danger and 
trouble. He had read the Ufe of Pomponiuis Atttqus. writ 
hy Nepos, and having obferved, that he had paffed throT 
a time of as much diftradHon, as ever was in any age of 
fiate, from the wars of Marias and Syjia, to the begin'* 
nings of Auguftus's reign, without the leaft bleiniA on hf$ 
reputation, and free from any confiderable tdangdr, being 
field in great efteem by aU parties, asd CGfiirted and favour^ 
ed by them : he fee huo as a pattern to hiimelf ; apd obN 
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fti^t0g» tiuO: befidcs thofe Thtues whkh oft nttef^tf tc^ 
sil inen, az^ at all times, there were two things that chiefs 
ly preftnred Atticus, the one was his engaging m no fadH^ 

' OB, aud medlisg m no public bufinefs^ the other Was hi^T 
coaftant favouring and relieving thofe that were lowdl, 
-which was afcribed by fuch as prevailed to the generofity* 

^ ef his temper, and procured him much kindn^fs from thofe^ 
#Q whom he had ^ercifed his bounty, when it came to 
their turn to govern ; he refohred to guide himf^lf by thoi^ 
f:ule$ as much as was poffible for him to do. 

He not on>y avoided all public imployment, but the very* 
taking of newsy and was sdwatys both favotirable add cha^ 
ritable to thofe who were depreft, and was fure never i<3f 
l^rovoke any inp&rticular, by cenfltring or refl^dm g on their' 
a^ons, for many that have converfed much with him, havef 
uM me tbiey never hcaitd him once fpdak iJi of anf 
yeribnr. 

He was nnployed hi his pf a^Tce by aU the VJftg'^ party r 
ie was afligned couhfel to the earl o{ Straffbrd, aind arch*' 
Inihop Landy »scd afterwards to the bieiied king hTmf<^lf4 
when brought to the tnf«^oi» pageantry of a mock triaF, 
aad ofiifcred to plead for him with alt the courage, thar fo 
glorious a cau& ought to have inipired liim with', but wa^ 

- 90t iufitrrcd to appear, becaufe the king refufing, as he 
had gocd reafon« to fubmit toihe court, it w^s pretendecf 
Aokie coidd be sdniittsd to fpeak for hito. He- was it\{(t 
co«nfel fb« the duke of Hamilcon^ the earl of Hoftanrf, 
and th^ lord Capel : his plea for the fohner of thefe I ha^^e 
publilhed in the raemotrsr of the duke*s life. Aft^rwarcfr 
alfo befng couxiiel for the lord Cravan, he pleaded ivith 
that force of airgument, that the theA Attorney- generaf 
tJireatthedhaii for appearing again^ the gove^uMent ; t# 
isrhcOTihcatifwewed^ "He waifpteadtn'g 'fn disfencc of tfioft' 
** faws^ which they dedur^d they would malnta^rtf and' 
" preferve4 and: he was ddiftg hirs diity to his ilieiit, ^ 
<> that he was not to be d'aiimted with tbfreatnkfg^.*' 

< CTponrali thefe occadons he had difcharged himf^lf wrt^ 
to mudi learning:, fid^ii^y, aaid courage, that he came t6' . 
be generally tmplbycd for all that patty ; nok- waT;.he fktl/i 

fjd to appear for their yaft drfence,* in the way bf his pY*a- 
(Bon, but h^ a^ft) felWved them 'often in 'their necefff- 
t^> wbiohMdidtfipaW4y^tJiatWasf2l)9^1d^prUdentt1iaji' 
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eKarit;able,' confideringilie dangers of that tinrs": for he- 
did ofttii. depofite confidcrabk funis in the hands of a wor- 
thy gentleman of the- king's psaty, who knew their lie* 
ceffities well, ,and was to diftribute his. charity according- 
to his own difcreationv witliout either Jettiag them know, 
' from whence it camC) or giving, hinifelf any acconnt to' 
whom he had given it, ^ ^ 

Cromwell, ieeing him polTeft of fo much pradice; and' 
he being one of the eminented men of the lawv who was 
not at all afraid of doing his duty in thofe eritital times,- 
^ rcfal.v ed to take him ofF from it^ and raife him to the bench . 
Mr. Hale faw w^il enough die faare laid fur hi^i» and' 
the* he did not much confider the prejudice it wouid be 
tohirafelf, to exchange the eafte and fafer profits he had 
by his pra<Sice, for a judge's place- in the common-pleas, 
which he was required, to accept of j y,et he did deliberate'. 
more on the lawfulnefs of taking a commiffion fcoin^- 
ufurpers;. bnt having ^^onfidercd weU cS this, he came to 
be bf-opinion, ** That it being absolutely neceflaryj to have 
juilice and property kept up at all times \ it was no iin^ 
to take a commiffion from ufiirpeis, if he.made:no decla- 
ration of his^acknowleging their authority,'* which he- 
never did : he was much urged toaeceptofatbylbme-emi-r 
nentmen of his own profeflion, who were.of the king's" 
partyj, as Sir OHando.Bridgjnaa, and Sir Geoffirey- Pahner ; 
4nd was ahpfatisfied concerning tbe lawfulnefs: of it;- by; 
the refolution^of' foiae famous divines, in paniicular Dr*' 
Sheldon, and Dr. Henchman, who wei?e afterwairds pro-* 
moted to the fees of Canterbury and Liondom* 
; To thefe were added the importunities of all his friends, . 
who thought, that in a time of fo much danger and op-* 
j)reflion, it might be no fmall iecurity to the. natron,* t0 
hdvea jpan of his integrity and abilitie^Dn-fchc bench: and 
the.ulurpers therpfelves hHd him ia thale^imamod, that 
^ey. were gl,id tothave him give a/conntenance- to thieili* 
courts, and by promoting oncthat was known to have dif- 
ferent principles from tb€5?>^ affe<fled the reputation of ho*- 
liourlng and tru fling men of e^mlnent^virtues, of wiia^pc^^ 
fuafion foever they might bei, in relation tapaablic maiters;* 
But he had greater fcruples Goacerning the *f)roce]^tn^. 
agaiafl felons, and putting oHTenders t6 death byHhai 
co.naiilSon, iiac^ berthQught.th€.rv/9«<ijQf juftkc belongs 
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ittg 6hlf Vf y^tt ca tiie kkwfbK printe, k fifctned -nor 
irarrantal^le' t<y proceed taa^ capital fenteoce ^ ajirautfao-^ 
rity derked ham uftrrperis ; yet at firft he made drlHndt*' 
0n hetWbD commozr and ordkrary felonies^ and ofiViniceit - 
agaif)^ t&eftate; to the lail Be wtnlld nevci^ meddle ial 
t&em; for he thought thde mfght be oftca Ugal and war^ 
rantahle aidk)ns> and that the puttbig^ men to death onl 
that accoisiit was aawrder; bat for the< ordraary feioBiesv 
he at firft was of opiziioii that k was: as^ nece^y even hi' 
tinted of ufiirpati«m to ci[ecute juftice in tiM>fe caiesv ao^ 
ui the mattcrsv of property ; but aftjer the ]smg "was mmr- 
dered^ he laid by all his eolle^iotis of the |>beas of die' 
crown ; that they oaght not hUA into- ill haiid^, he« hid' 
them behind the wainlcotting of his ftady ^ for he faid^* 
^* There was nio more ocea&on. to-ofe theni, tili the king; 
** ihonld be ag^n reftored to hfS right/': and fo Bposk his 
ihaiefty's refi!(»titioB he took them cstf;^ asd we^ fm in 
his de£gn tx>perfed dtat great wofk. 

Tet for fbme tiipe after he was made a judge, wherii he^ 
went th^ ctrcait, he dini £t xm the crown Bde, and |adged 
criminals : but having cooffideFed ^iirthet of it, he came. 
to thsak, diat it was at lexft better not to do it ; and fo^ 
after the fecotid or thM circuity he r^a&d, to fit any 
chore on th^ erown &de, and told piaiiiiy t^ T&a£an, for 
In matters df blood, he was ahrays to ohoo& the iafer fide s 
atad indeed he had fiycarried himielf in focne trials, that 
they were not unwilling he ihould withdraw from raed- 
ling faither hi them^ of which I fhalJ' gcve ibme iddancei^ 

Nbt long after he was irtade $ }Gdgey whith was id ihit 
year 165 3, when hfe went the circuit, a trial was bk-ottght- 
before hkn an: Lmc6ln, concerning the murder of one bP 
the towhfinenv wh£^ had been of the king's party, and wa# 
htfled by a foldier of the gartfifiMi there. He was in the fieldsi 
whh a fowlfhg-qiieceon his fiioulder , A>rhich the foMier fee-- 
ing, hecalmetohmiaiidfaft^} it Waseontrapy to an ordop^ 
which the proteflor had^made, " That none whahad been 
•* of the kiup's p&rty Ihould carry arms/' anid fohd wonlit' 
have forced it h^m hlni ; bat as the other did liot r egard* 
the order, fo being ftronger thaa the foldii^, he threw 
him down, and having beat him, h^ left fiim : the foldkr* 
went inco thetoWn, ai^toidone of his-feliow-foldiefs how* 
"hehad* btiea'ju&dvaad g6i bam to g^j^ with hatiip, aod ly ii^ 
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watt for the nncan that he might; be revftngedt)nh1m, The^' 
both watched his coming. to towii, ahd one of them went 
to him to demand his gim, whrch he refufing, the ibldier 
ftruck at him, and as they were fttuggling, the other came 
behind^ andnrn his fwordinto hrs body, of which' he pre-f 
fently died; It was in thd time of 'the affizes, fo they were 
both tried : againft theone there was no evidence or fore* 
thought felony, fo he was only found guilty. of man-flaugh-f 
ter, and burnt in the hand; but tlie other was found; guUty 
of murder : and though colonel W ha ley that.c6mmandsd 
the garriibn, came into the <:ourt and urged, ** That the 
** mim was killed only for' difobeying tiie protestor's orders^ 
" and that th^oldier was butdoing his duty;" yet th<; judge 
regarded both hi^ reaibns and threatningsA'cry little, and= 
tlierefore he not only gave fentence againft him, but order- 
ed the execution to be fo flxddeniy ddiie, that it might nof 
be pofiible to procure a reprieve, which he believed would 
have been obtained, if there hadbeen tioiecnough gran- 
ted for it. . .' . 

Another occaiion. was given him • of fbewing bdth hi» 
juilice and courage, when he- was in aiu^her' circiiit :- he 
undei-ftood that tie protc^ot h^i ordered a jury to*^be re- 
turned for a trial hr "V^hich he was more than ocdmarily 
concerned : upon this information, he'etamihed the iheriff 
about tt, who knew nothing of it, for he faid be referred 

^ all fuch things to the under- IhcrifF, and having next aiked 
the under-fheriiF concerning it, he found the juryiiad been 
retumd by order from Cromkeil. Upon which he (hewed. 
the ftatute, that all juries gught to fee returned by theihe- 
riff, or his lawful officer ; and this not being done accord- 
ing to law, he difmifFed the jury, and would not try ther 
caufe : upon which the prdtedor was highly difpleafed with* 
hini, and at his return from the circuit, he told him iw 
anger, ** He was not fit to be a judge;" tp vdiich all ihe» 
anfwer he made was, "That it was very true;.'*' 

Another thing met hhnMft the circuit, upon which he' 
it^olvcd to have proceeded fevercly ; fbme anabaptifts* 

' had ruOiet^ ihto a church, and had difturbed- a* congrega- 
tion, while they were receiving the facrament, not with- 
out fome violence. At thi? he wa* highly ofended, for 
he iiiid i^* It was intolerable fbr mjen^ who pretended jTo 

* H highly.tQ liberty of confcuBhcgyt^ go, and >diihirb others ;- 
♦.• • *< efpc-- 
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j*< ^elpetially th qfe -vfrbo bad* tbe jacouragemeikt of tte law 
.** on their fide:*- but tliefe weca.fo fupported by fome 
great magilirates* and officers, that a ftop was put to his 
.proceedings ; upon which he declai'ed he would ** meddle ' 
** no niore with the trials on the crown fide." 

When Penruddock's trial was brought on, there was a 
fpecial me&nger fent to him,, requiring him to affift at it. 
It was in vacatioii-tirne, and he was at his country -houie 
at Alderly: he plainly refufed to go, and laid, " The 
** four terms, and two circuits, were enough, and the little 
/* interval that was between, was little enough for their 
^* private affairs ;" and fo he cxcufed himfelf : he thought 
it was notnecefiary tofpeak more clearly ; but if he had been 

- urged to it, he would not have been afraid of doing it. 

He was at that time chofen a parliament- man (for there 
bejng then no houfeof lords, judges might have been cho- 
fen to fit in the houfevof commons) aiid he went to it, on de- 
fign toobftrud the mad and %vicked proje(9:, then on foot, by 
; two parties, that had very different principles and encj^. 

On the one hand, fome that were perhaps more lincere, 
yet were really brain-fick, defigned they knew not what, 
. being refolvedto puU down a ilanding niiniftry, the law, 
and property of Englalid, and all the ancient rules of this 
government, and fetup in itsrooman indigefted enthuliaf- 
tical fcheme, which they called the kingdom of Chrill, or of 

- his Ikints ; many of them being really in expedlation, that 
one day or another, Chrtft would come down , and fit among 

. them, and at leaft they thought to begin tlie glorious thou- 
fand years, mentioned in the Revelation. ^ 

Qthers at the fame tinrte, taking advantages from the 
fears and apprehenfions, that all the fober men of the na- 
tion were in, left they ihould fall under the tyranny of a 
diftra^ted fort of people, who- to all their other ill prin- 
<nples added great cruelty, which they had copied from 
thofe at MunSer in the former^ age, intended to improve 

. that opportunity to raife their own fortunes.and families. 
Amidll fehefe, judge Hale ftecfrcd a middle courfe ; for as 
be would engage for neither fide, fo he, with a great 
many more worthy men came to parliaments, more out 
of a defign to hinder mifchief, than to do much good ; 
wifely fore&eing, that the inclinations for the royal family 
were daily growing fo much, that in time, the diforders 
then in agitation, would ferment to that hatppy rcfolution. 
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in iMrlaclidi«3^deter]mQed in Maf, -i^to. A^d ch8rdbt% 
all that could- be then done, was to oppoik the ill deiigfls 
4»f both gartieS) vthe enthuiiaib as well as the ufiupei:s. 
AflooQg the other ei^trav-argaiit motions inade ia ihb paie* 
liatuent, one was, to deftroy alithe records of the tower» 
and to fettle the cation on a new foundation ; ib he took 
.this proiisfnce to liiinfelf to^ Ihew the madneis -of, this prp* 
pofition, the ii^ul^iceof k, and the mifehiefs that would 
ibllow on it; and dtd it with iiieh dearnefs, and ftreaglh 
of ^eaiba, as not only fatisfied ail Caber perfons (for it 
Haay be fuppofed that was fbon done) but ftopt evea* the 
4iKU)uchs of the frantic people themieives. 

Thufshe continued adaiiniftring juftice ttiiche pc9te(ftor 
died; hut thesi he both refafed thenumniings that wetfe 
fent to^imand his fervsints for the funerai, andiikewife 
to accept of the new commiifion that was^ ofibred hira Mf 
Richard ; and when the reft of the judges urged it upcxi 
liini, and imployed others to prefs him to accept «f it, he 
reje^ed all ^e»r importunities, and (aid, *^ He could a£t 
.*' no longer under fuch authority.'' , 

He Hved a private man till the parHamenc met that 
iradled home tiie king, to which he was returned Icnight 
^ the fiivtc fiton^ die county of Glocefter. It appearedat 
that tame how much he was> beloved and e deemed in his 
neighbourhood, for though another whoftood in compe- 
tition with him had fpeQtnear a thoufandpouodstopr^- 
cuite voices, a great fum to be employed that way in diofe. 
days, and' he had been at no ooft, and was-fo&r from foU- 
citing it, that he had ii^ood outlbngagaiaftt^ie whopnef- 
ied him to appear, and lie djd not promife to afipeat, till 
three days before the eleti^on, yet he was preferred. He 
was brou^t thither alinoft by violence, by the lord (now 
earl of) BerkeleyrWho bore alt the change of die entertaia- 
^ ments ^ t4\e day of hfs eleftion, which was. coufiderabk* 
and had engaged all his friends and tnteneft for htm : apd 
whereas by- the writ, vheltnightof aihtreniulbbe i«i7<f/'-piAf^ 
^i^cin'^us^ and he had no fword, that noble* lord girt aha 
with his own ^word during the dedioo, but}hewafi foon 
weary of it^ for the imhrofdery of the belt did not fuit well 
with, the ^anvnals of his dothes^: andiindeed the eleitioa 
did not hold long, for as (oon as over he cainie intothe field, 
he was chofen by much the greater nuoilKr» though the 
poll coodutied ior three or four-da^ . 
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^ tn that padlameat he bore hfs fhare, in the happy peri- 
^sd then put to the confufions that thf eatned the utter ruin 
•of the nation, which, contrary to the expedations of the mofl 
ianguine, fettled in fo fefeneand quiet a maimer, that thofe 
yriko had formerly built £o much on their fuccefs, calling it 
an anfwer from heaven to their ibkran appeals, to the pro* 
-yidence of God, were now not a little confounded, to fee all 
this turned againft themfelyes, in an inftancfe much more 
-extraordinary than any of thofe were, upon which they ha4 
i)uilt fo much. His ^eat prudence and excellent temper 
fed him to.think, that the fooner an ad of indemnity were 
|>afled, and the fuller it were of graces and favours, it would 
cft)oner fettle the nation, and quiet the minds of the peo- 
ple ; and therefore he applied himfelf with a particular 
care to the framing arid carryfti'g it on : in which it was 
vifible he had no concern of his own, but merely his Ipve 
'of the pnblick that fet him on to it. 

Soon after this, when the courts in Weftminfter-Hall 
came to be lettled, he was made lord chief baron ; and 
•when the earl of Clarendon (then lord chancellor) 
clelivered him his commtffion in the l|)eech he made ac- 
trording to the cuflom on fuch occafions, he expreff(^l 
tiis elteem of him in a very finffular manner, telling 
him among other things, " That if the king could have 
«* found out an honefter and fitter man for that employ- 
** meat, he would not have advanced him to it ; and 
*** that he had therefore preferred him, becaufe he knew 
^* none that defewed it fo weH.'* It is ordinary for per- 
(bns fo promoted to be knighted, but he defired to avoid 
liaving that honour done him, and therefore for a confi- 
derable time declined all opportunities of waiting on the 
Icing ; ^hich the lord chancellor obfcrving, fent for him 
upon bufiuefs one day, when the king was at his houfe, 
and told hismajefty, there was his modeft chief baron, up- 
on which, he was unexpededly knighted, s 
He continued eleven years in that place, managing the 
court, and all proceedings in it, with fingular jufti^^. It 
was obferved by the whole nation, how much he raifed 
the reputation and pradice of it : an<J thofe who held 
places, and offices in it, can all declare^ not only the im- 
partiality of his juftice, for that is but a common virtue, 
but his generofrcy, his vaft diligence, and his great exa<5l- 
Vox,. I. C riCfs 
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jnef* in trials. Thk gave oopafion to the only compl&int 
that ever was made of him, " That he did not diipatcli 
^' matters quick enough ;'* but the ?reat care he uied, to 
put iuits to a final end » ..as. it made hjm flower in deciding 
them, fo it 'had this eood efFe£t, that caufes tried befioce 
him, were feldom, ifever tried ^gajn. 

Nor did his adminiftration of judice Ij only in that 
^ourt : he was one of tjbe principal judges that ia^e in 
Cliffords- Inp, about fettling the difference between land- 
lord and tenant, after the dreadful fire of London ; he 
being the firU that offered his fervice to the city, for ac- 
comodating aU the differences that might have arifea 
dbout the rebuilding it, in which he behaved himfelf to 
the fatisfa^ion of all perfons concerned : Co that the fud^ 
den and quiet building of the city, which is juftly to be 
I'epkoned one of the wonders of the age, is m no fbaaU 
meafure due to the great care« which he, and Sir Orlando 
Bridgman, (th^ lord chief jufUce of the common pleas, 
afterwards lord keeper of the great feal of England) ufed, 
and to the judgment they (hewed in that affair: fince 
without the rules then laid down, there might have other*> 
wife followed fuch an endlefs train of vexatious fuits, as 
Insight have been little iefs chargeable than ihe fire itfelf had 
been • But without detrading from the labours of the other 
judges, it muft be acknowleged that he was the moft inflru* 
mental in that great work : for he firft, by way of rcheme» 
contrived the rules upon which he and the reft proceeded 
afterwards ; in which his readinefs at arithmetick, and his 
ikill in architecture, were of great uii to him. 

But it will not feem ftrange, that a judge behaved him- 
^If as he did, who at the entry into his employment, fet 
fuch excellent rules to himfelf, which will appear in the foU 
lowing paper, copied from the original under his own hand* 

Things ntcejfary to bp continually had in remembrance, 

I. That in the adminiflration of juftice, I am intruded 
for God, the king and country ; and therefore, 

II. That it be done, i. Uprightly. 2. Deliberately, j. 
Refolutely. 

III. That I reft not upon my own underftanding or 
flrength, but implore and reft upon the diredion and 
ftrength of God. 

• .IV. That 
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IiV. That itt tie execution of- juftice, I carefully lay #ide 
-my own paffion^j ai^d not give way to theai, how- 
evcF provoked. *._ 

V. That I be tirjjolly intent upon the tm^q^j^ I am about, 
remitting^all other cares and thoughts, as uiriW^pnablc 
and interruptions. — " 

VI. That 1 fi^er not myfelf t& be prepoflefled with any 
jud^iient at ati, till the whole bu&iefs^and both parties 

be; heard. • 

VII. That I never engage- nsyfelf in the begmning of any 
caufe, but referve my felf- onprejiidlcedtrU- the whole 
be heard. 

VIII. Thatinbufincfscapitaf, though my nature prompt 
.me to pity;, yet to- confider, that there is alfo a pity> ' 

due to the country. 

IX. That I be not too rigid in matters pufely confcieni 
cious, where all- the harm is dtverfity of. judgment. 

X. Th^ I be not bial&d with' compaflron t^j the poor, or' 
•. favour to the rich, iu point of jaftic«. 

XT. That popular, or court applaufe, or dlftafte;; have 

Ao influence into any thing I do in^poiutof diiitibatioa^ 

of juii^'ce. . 
XIL Not to befoltckoFus what men will fay orthink, folong : 

s» I keep myfelf exadly according to the rule of jufttce. 
Xlli. If in criminals it be a meafuring caft, to incline 

to mercy and acquital. , ■ W 

XIV. In criminals that confiH merely in words, when no' 
more harm^exilhes,.. moderation fe nb-injafticc; 

XV. In criminals of blood, if the fa«^ be evident, feverity 
is juftice*. . . 

XYI. To abhor all private folicitations, of what kind fo- 
ever, and by whomfo^ver in matters defending. 

XVII. To chargermy fervants, - 1 . Not to interpofe in any- 
bufinefs whatfoever, ^. Not to take, more than their 
known ie^i- ^ Not to'give any undue precedence to* 
caules, 4. Not tarecomiTiciId coujkcil; 

XVill. To be iHon and'fparmg at notealsi; that I may b« 
the fitter for bu(iaefs<. ' 

He would never receive private ' addrefles or recom -' 
mendatipns from the greateft peribns in any matter, ; iv 
which juftice was concerned. One- of the firft peers of 
England went once to his chamber.and told him* " Thafi^ 
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"* i^fmg at fuit in law to be tried before bina, he vna tbe» 
\f to acquaint him with it, that he might the better un- 
.^* derftand it, when it flioul*? t:ome to be heard in court. ''^ 
* Upon, which the lord chief baron interrupted him, and 
£iid, " H« did not deal fairly to come to his chamber 
tffeout fuch affairs, for he never received any informa- 
tion of caufes but in open court, where both parties 
" were to be heard alike ;" fo he would, not fufier him 
to go on : wheceupon his grace (for he was a dnke) went 
awaj not a little difibtisfied> and complained of it to the 
king, as a rudenefs that was not to be endured. But- his 
majeAy bid him '* content hknfelf that he was no worfe 
** ufed, and faid. He verily believed he would have uied 
** himfelf no better, if he had gone to folicite him nk 
** any of his own caufes.'* 

Another paffage fell out in one of his circuits , whicb 
was ibmewhiat penfured as an affectation of an unreaibnable 
ftridbiefs, but it flowed from his exaCtnefs to the rules he 
had fet himfelf: a gentleman had fent him a buck for hi* 
table, that had a tnal at the aflizes, fb when he heard his^ 
name, heafked'^ Ifhewasnot the fame perfon that had ient 
'< him venifbn ;" and finding he was the fame, he told him„ 
*^ He could not fuffer the trial to go on, till he haa 
*< paid liim for his buck i** to which the gentleman an- 
iwered» " That he never jQpld his ven&fon, au&d that he had^ 
'* done nothing to him^ which he did not do to every 
*^ judge that had gonethstn;ircuit ;*' which was confirmed 
by fevera! gentlfcipen then pfefent : but all wouM not do,^ 
fyr the lord chief baron had learned from Solomon, that 
«* a gift perverteth the ways i^judgi^ent," and therefore 
he would not fuffer the trial to go on, till he had psud for^ 
the prefent; upon which the gentleman withdrew di« 
record : and at Salisbury the dean and chapter having ac- 
cording to the caftom prefented him with fix fugar-loaves 
in his circuit, he made his fervants pay for the fugar be- 
fore he would try their caufe. 

, It was not £o ^afy for him to throw off the importuni^ 
ties of the poor, for whom his compalSon wrought more 
powerfully than his regard to, wealth and greatnefs ; yet 
when juftice was concerned, even that did not turn him 
out of the way. There was one that had been put out 
of a place for fome ill behaviour^ who urged the lord chief 
baroa co ict liis hand to a certificate^ to reilore bam to- 
... - " it» 
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it; or provide hkn with another : but he told him plainly; > 
**' Hi^ fault was fuch that he could not do it;*' the other* 
fMndfed him vehemently, and fell down on his knees, and' 
laegged it of him with msmytears ; < but fiading tl^at could ' 
not prevail^ he faid^ • <* He^tbould be utterly trained if he . 
•* did it notV^uidhe ihbuld curle-him for it ei^ery day.".' 
Bat that having no e£fe£i^ < then he fell out into aM the re-- 
pFoachfal words that pailion and defpaSr could inspire hint ^ 
with : to which, all the anfwer the lord chief baron made«^. 
^ivas, ** That he could very well bear all his reproaches* • 
** but he could not for all that fet his hand to his cerdfi** 
^* cate.^' He faw he was ppQr> .fo he gs^veiiim -a4arg<^- 
charity and deat him away;* 

Bnt now he was to go on after his patt^mv Pomponius^v 
Atticusy ftill to favour and relieve them that were loweil}^ 
§» besides great charities to the nooconformiiby who were - 
^en,^ as he thought, too hardly ufed, he took great care to- * 
cover them all he could, fpom the feverities fome ddigned^ 
again ft them, smd difcouragcd thofe^who 'were inekn^ 
to ftretch the- laws too muchagainft them t h« lamented^ 
the diJOFt^^nces that were raifed in this church very much» • 
and according-to the impurdality of his jufticci^ he blamed ^ 
ibme things on both mies, which >f ihall ie^ down with ^ 
the fame fpeedom that he fpa\e them , He thought many .^ 
of the -noDconformiils had mepited highly in«the bufmcfs • 
of the king's re£tora<tion> and at leaft deierved that the ^ 
terms' of conformity :;lhou Id- not hav4^ bocfn made ftri^ter 
than they, wcresbefore 'the war. ^ There was not thca tha^'- 
fkeadful-^ profpedt of popery^ that has appeared fince ; • 
. but that? which afilided him moil was>- that he f;|w the - 
heats and contentions which followed upon^thofe dilFereQt - 
parties and i&terefts, did take people off fix>m the |ndif<« 
pcmilble things of religtonvand (lackned the^eal of others- 
wife good men^ for the fub{%aace-of -it,^ fb much being ( 
ipent- about external and indifferent thingtf,'^ It^altogave ■ 
aidvaptBges to atheifts,' totreatthermoii^red points of our : 
holy ^Eiith,! as^'ridictdous,- when* they /aw- th^ ^rofeffors of ' 
It contendy fo* fiercely, and with^ fuch^bittemeis about '- 
leiler n^tter^ ; he*was much, offended at all thofe books * 
that were written, t^ exppfe the contrary fe^ to the fcora > 
and contempt of tli.e age, in a wanton and petulaat flile ^ ^ 
h^'thoUght fuch writers .wounded the Chriiiian religion^^* 
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through the fides of thofe who di^Tered from them : whild 
a ifort of lewd peOple» who having afTumed to themielvesr 
the title of the wits (though but a very few of them han^ 
a right to it) todc up firom both hands, what thej had 
&id, to make one aaiother fhew ridiculous, and frony 
thence perfuaded the world to laugh at both, and at alt 
Fcligion for their fakes. And. therefore he often wi(hecl 
there might be fome law, to make all icurriHty or bit* 
ternefs in difputes about religion, panilhable. . But as he 
lamented the proceednigs too rigoroufly againft the non* 
eonibrmifts, fo he declared himfelf always of the fide of 
idie church* of £nglafidr andfaid, Tho^ of the feparatioiv 
were good men, but they had narrow fouk,. who'woulcl 
break the peace of the church about fuch iaconfiderable 
matters, as the points in difference were. 

He icarce ever meddled in ftate intrigues; yet upon 2t 
propofition that was fet on foot by the lord keeper Bridge 
man, for a comprehenfion of the more moderate di/Ien*' 
Ders,- and a limited indulgence towards fuch as could noc 
tt brou^t within the compreheniioa, he difpenfed with 
his maxim, of avoiding to engage in matters of ftate. 
There were feveral meetings upon that occafkm. The 
divine of Uie church of England that appeared moft con- 
fiderablyfor it, was do<5i:or VVilkins, afterwards promoted 
tothe.blfhoprickofChefler, a man of as great a mind, as 
true a -judgment, as eminent virtues, and of as good » 
foul, as any I ever knew. He being determined as weii 
by his eicellent temper, as by his forefight and prudence, 
by which he early perceived the great prejudices that re- 
ligion received, and the vaft dangers the reformation was; 
tht to &11 under by thofe diviiions, fet about that proje<3i[ 
with the magnanimity that was indeed peculiar to himfelf;. 
for though ne TJ^as^ much cetefured by 'many of has ow» 
fide, and fecondcd by very few, yet he puihed k as far 
as he could : after feveral conferences with twoof thecmi»- 
nenteft of the presbyterian divines, heads were a^;reed on,: 
fome abatements were to be made, and explanations were 
to be accepted of. The particulars of that projcd being* 
thus concerted, they were brought to the lord chief baron, 
who put them in form of a bill, to be prefented to the 
next feflion of parltament. 

But two parties appeared vigoroufly agakift thisdefign %- 
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Ilie one was offomc zeftfous clergymm, who t^ottght ft 
(elowtliedigaityaf thechtrrchtoalcerla'wsk andc&inge 
Ibtttencwnts lor the fafce of fome whom the^r efteemecT 
£htrmaticlcs: tfae^ aiio hdieved, it was better to keep 
tiiem out of the chorchi thatu hrii^ theis into it, (ince a 
fiajSdon upon that would ariie m the church, which thef 
tltought* might be more dangerous iha& the fcbiim itfetf 
was. Beiides they faid, If fome things were now to be 
changed in compliance with the humour pf a party* 
as foon as that wa» done, another party might demandf 
other conceffioafi, and there mi^ht be as. good reafons in- 
iprented for theie as for thoie: many fuch conceffions 
I might alfo (hake thofe of our own communion, and*^ 
• ttmpt them to fbrfake us, and go over to the church of' 
Rome, pretending that we changed fo often, that they 
were thereby inclmed to be of a church that was confer 
and true to herfelf. Thefe were thereafom brought,* 
acnd chiefly rnfifted on agatnd alt comprehenfion ; and* 
they wrought xtpoxi the greater part of the houfe of com-- 
mom, &r ^at they paffed a vol^e againft the receiving of 
, any bill for that efe6t. 

There were others that oppofed it trpon rery different' 
cods : they .deiigned to (belter the Papifts from the execa-- 
tioo of the law, and faw cFearly that nothing could bring' 
ffi popery (b wc!l as a toleration* But to tolerate popery 
bare-faoed would have (lartfed the nation too much; fa 
it was necedary to hinder aJl the propo(iti6i;is for union, 
fince the keeping up the difference was the beft- colour 
they could &nd, for getting the toleration to paft only a*' ~ 
a. dackning the laws agaix>(l dti&nters» whofe numbers and 
wealth made it advifeaWe to have fome regard to them j 
and under this pretence popef y might have crept in more 
covered, and leis regarded: fo the/e councds being' 
more acceptable to fome concealed Papi(b then in great 
power, as has (mce appeared but too evidently, thC' 
^ whofe projeft for comprehenfkm was let fall, and thole 
who had (et it on foot, came to be looked on with an ill - 
eye as fecrct fevours of the difentei*s, underminers of 
the church, and every thing eHe that )ea}ou(ie and diftafle ' 
could cafl on them« 

But upon this occafiai the lord chief baron, and Dr. 
Wilkios, came to coouml^ a firm and faoiiliar fHendfhip ^-^ 

and 
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and the lord chief baron haYing much bu(inerSj. aiid fittfS^ 
time to fpare, did'to ^iijoy the other thftmdre^ what! h^ 
had fcarce ever done before, he welit femetimes to dtne'^* 
^,ith hiair And though he Jived in great friendlhip widv: 
fome other ejaainent ciergymen>' as Dr. Watdr WAop of 
Salisbury.; Dr, B;»rloWy biibop of Lincoln {'Dfi Barrow,^ 
late mailer of Trinity college ; Dr. T4Hofefo»# d^an of Can-r 
terbury,; and Dr.. Still bgile^t, dean of Sit. Paui'Si (tneir . 
ib well J known and fo much etteeaied* that it was no»" ' 
wonder . th4» lord dwef: baron valued their coiiverfation' 
highly, fo-thoie^ of' them that are yet alive will think * 
it no ieil^zuing. of the charader they; are- fo defcrvedlp 
in/ that they, are recl!;^ed araoiig. judge HAle's f^iends)^ 
yet , there- was an intimacy and ireedoni int his converfbt • 
with biihop VVilkins that was fingular to hii^ alone. Hev' 
had, during the late, wass^ lived, in a long, and en tire*. - 
fricndibip. with^the appftolical ^primate of Ireland, bilhop»* 
Uilier; their oirious fearches iuta antiquity^ and thet^ 
fympathy .of both their tempers^. led them toa great agree-' 
»enc alm^ll in -every, things >ieiield alio gi^at conver-'- 
6uon with Mr. Baxt<nr, who Was his neighbour at' Aifton^' 
QO whomheiooked a&^a'.p^fon-.o^ great, devotion and^ 
^ety, and oi a very* fubtile and quick apprehenfion c* 
their converfation la^,moil4a'iYi3taphyAcal and abitra<^d^ 
ideas and fcliemes.' 

He looked with great forfow otf the empfety end atheirra** 
cf the age) and lo he fet himielf to opppfe it, not only* 
l^ the ihining exair^le of his own^Iife^ but by ^engaging ^ 
in a caiiile, that' indeed ^ould hardly falUnto hotter hands : > 
apd as he - could ^Iiot find a liibjed ^ more- worthy o(^ 
lumfel£,.ib< there. were few in* the age^at^undesftood it^' 
fy well, and «ould manage it more ikilfully/ The oc-- 
calion that &ii\ led him to write about .it wa» this: hcv 
was a itrid oblerver of vthe Lord's day, in. which, befides-- 
his conftancy^in the public worlhip o^^ G6d» he^ ulied to«' 
caU all his family.together, and to repeat to them the^ 
heads of- the* fermons,^ with fome -addidonsof his own»>' 
which he fitted foF> their capacities, aad circumltances ; . 
and that being done,.»ho had a culiom of ihutttng: him-- 
felf up for two or three hours, which he either Ipent in> 
his I'ecret dovotions, or on fuch profitable meditations as 
jiid then occur to his thouj^ ; hie -viN:it them with the, 

£ime- 
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£uiefimpHdt7 that iMfbroiedtftemmbts mind, without 
^QL7 art* or fa much, a&a thought to kt them be publtih- 
c4- He never corre^ed them^ but Isud them by, when 
lie had finished th^m, haTing intended only to fix and 
preierve hb own refibdtions in them; {o that he ufed no 
Ibrt of care to ^oliih them, «p make the firft draught per- 
fedler than when they fell from Ins pen : tjieie fell into 
the hafid& of a worthy perien ; and he judging, as well hi 
voi^tj that thevComm^aicaliag them to the world, might 
be a public fervice, printed two vdctmes of them in o^ava 
a little before cbe autiLor's dttaith, eontaining his 

CONTEMFLATlONa. 

I. Of our letter end. 

II. Of wifdom and the fear of Cbd. 

III. Of the knowle|;e of Chrift crucified iatwojartK 
iV. The vidory of fSuth over the worlds 

V. of humility, 

vr. Jacob's vow. 

VII. Of contentadon. 

Tin. Of affiftions.. 

DC. A goodmethod ca entertain anibble and traubiifr- 

fbme times. 
*X. Changes and troubles, a poem. 

XI. Of the redemption of time. 

XII. The ^eat audit. 

XIIK Diredions touching keepingthe Locd*^ day» in ac- 
letter to his children.. 

ia the Second Votonie. 

IL An en^ury touching happinefs. 
IL of the chief ead of man.. 

ILL Upon Ecclcf. idi.. u R^membew thy Creaf^r^ *c. 
jy. Upon Plains li. la. Crtate a clean, heart in «wv 
With a poem.^ , '^ \ 

V. The foUy and mifchief of fin. 

VI. of felf-dcmial,, 

Vn. Motives to watchfuhiefe, ia reference ta the good 

spid evil angels. . * 

VIIK Of modcratioa of the affediwas*^ ' / ^c 

IX. Ot 
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IX. of worldly hope and expedlation* 

X. A meditac^ioa upon Heb. xiii^ ij^. IVe ia%*t hre n0> 
continuing city , 

XI. of contendednefs and padence* 
Xn. Ot moderaciop of anger. 

XIII. A^ preparative agalnil a^dtons^ 

XIV. Of fubmiffion, prayer, and thankfgiying* 

XV. Of prayer and thankfgiving, on PAal. ii6. I2V 

XVI. Meditations on the Lord's prayer, with a para«- 

phrale.uponit. 

XVII. A dircQurfe.CQncerBmg religion, in thi*ee chapters*^ 
' I. Of the ends and ufes of it, with the errors of meitf' 

about it. II. Of the life of religion, and iiiperaddi* 
tions to- it. HI. Of the Chriftian religion ; the fuper^ 
ftru^ions upon it, and animofities about it. 
XVm. Poems written upon Ghriiimas day. . . 

in* them there appears a generous and true (pirit of re^ 
ligion, mizt with moft feriou^ aiid fervent devotion, and! 
perhaps with the more advantage, that the flile wants^ 
ibme corredion, which (hews they were the genuine pro^ 
dudkions of an excellent mind, entertaining, itielf in lecreC 
with fuch contemplations. The ilile \i dear and mafcu- 
Imei in a due temper between flatnefs and a£Fe<Sation, in*^ 
which he ezprefTes his thoughts both eafily iind decent? '\ 
iy : tn writing thefe difcourfes, having run over mod of. 
the fubjeds that his own circumftances led him chiefly tof. 
ConHder, he began to be in fome pain to cbuie new arga** : 
menu; and therefore, refolved to fix. on. a theme that^, 
ihould hold him longer: ' 

He was fbon determined in hts choice, by the imm9<^ 
sal and irreligious principles and pra^es^ that had ib 
long vexed his righteous foul : and therefore began a grea& 
defign againCi atheifmf. the fird part of which- is oniy^ 
printed, of the origination, of mankind, defigned t(M 
prove the creation. of the. world> and. the.. truth of the 4 
Mofaical hidory^ . .* 

I he fecond pact was of the nature. of. the. fouU and of 
a future itate. 

The third part was, concerning the at^ibutes of God,, 
both' from the abilraded ideas of him, and the. light of 
nature; the .evidence of providence, the notions of mo- 
ridity, aud.the.voic^ of confdence. 

And.: 
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And the fotRtb part was concerning- the truth and au- 
^ority o£ the icriptures, with anfwers to- the obje^ons 
ag^inft them : on writing thefe he fpcnt ftren years. He 
wrote them with ib much confideration, that one who 
peikufed thp original under his own hand, which was the 
£rft draught of it, told me, he did not remember of any 
xonfiderabie alteration, perhaps not <^ twenty words in 
the whole work. » » 

The. way of his writing them, only on the evenings 
MiS the Lord's day when he was in town, and not much 
4)ltner when he was in the country, made, that they are 
not Co conmided, as it is very likely he would have writ 
them, if he had been mpre at leifure to have brought his 
thoughts Jnto a narrower compafs, and fewer words. 

But making fome allowance for the largehefs of the 
ilile, that volume that is printed, is generally acknow- 
leged to be one of the perfedleii pieces both of learning 
.and reaibning that has been writ on that fubjed: and he 
who read a great part of the other volumes told me, they 
were all of a piece with the firft. 

When he had finifhed this work, he fent it by an un- 
known hand to bilhop Wilkins, to defire his judgment df 
it ; and he that brought it, would give no other account 
of the author, but that he was not a clergy-man. The 
bilhop^ and his worthy friend Dr. Tillotfon, read a ^eat 
deal of it with much pleafure, but could not imagine who 
could be the author, and how a man that was mafter of 
lb much reafon, and fo great a variety of knowlefre, 
^ould be fo unknown to them, that they could not find 
ium out, by thofe charadlers, which arc fo little common. 
At iaft Dr. Tillotfon guefTed it mud be the lord chief 
barcm', to which the other prefently agreed, wondering he 
iad been fo long in finding it out. So they went imme- 
diately to him, and the bishop thanking him for the en- 
tert^nment he had received from his works, he blufhed 
extreamly, not without fome diiplcafhre, apprehending 
chat the perfon he had trufted, had difcovered him. But 
the biihop foon declared that, and told him, he ** had di A 
«' covered himfelf, for the learning of that book was fo 
*« various, that none but he could be^the author of it." 
And that biihop having a freedom in delivering his opi- 
4iion of thbgs and perfons, which perhaps few ever rtia- 
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Hagedboth withfomucli plainnefsancl prpdeoce, told bitn, 
** There was nothiDg could be 1>etter laid en thefe argn*- 
'< mentS) if lie could bring k to a leis conapais ; but if iKfe 
had not leifure for tbat> he thought it much better to 
have it to come out, though a liitle too large, than tliait 
the world (hould be deprived of the good which it muft 
needs do." But our judge had never the tJpportuni- 
ties of revi^ng it ; fo a little before his death, he fetit thfe 
firft part of it to the prefs. 

In the beginning of it ; he ^'ves an ci!ay of his cxC€K 
lent way of methodizing this, in which he was fo great H 
mafter, thai: whatever he undertook, he would preientljr 
caft into fo perfcd a fcheme, that he could never after- 
wards corre<Sl it : he runs out coptou£y upon the argu^ 
ment of the . imftoffibility of an eternal (ucceOion of 
}:ime, to (hew that time and eternity are inconfiftent one 
with another ; and that therefore all duration that was 
pad, and defined by time, could not be from eternity ; 
and he (hews the difference between fucceflive eternity 
already paft, and one to come : {o that though the lattet* 
li pofGble, the former is not fo ; for all the parts of the 
former have a^ually been, and therefore being defined 
hy time, cannot be eternal-; whereas- the other are l^ift 
future to all eternity, fo that this reafoning cannot be 
turned to prove the poflibiUty of- eternal fucceffions that 
have been, as well as 'eternal fucceffions that ihail be^. 
This he follows with a (Irength, I never met with in any 
that managed it before -him. 

He brings next all thofe moral arguments, to prove^ 
that the world had a beginning ; agreeing to the account 
Moles gives of it, as that no hiftory rifes higher, than 
near the time of the dehige ; and tliat the firft foundatioh 
of kingdoms, the invention of ai^ts, the beginnings of all 
religions, the gradual pJantation df the worid, and in*> 
creafe of mankind, atid th6 conJent of nations do agret 
with it. In managing thefe, as he fliews profound (kiH . 
both in hiftorical, and phslofbphical learning, fo he give^ 
a noble difcovcry of his great Candor and probity, that he 
would. not impofe on th^ reader- with a falfefbewof rea- 
foning* by arguments, that he knew had fla^R^ in them"; 
and therefore upon every one of thefe, he adds fuch 
allay«> as in a great meafure leCened and took off their 

force, 
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^rce, with, as much exadbnefs of judgment, and ftriAnefs 

of cenfurc, as if he had been fet to plead for the other 

, fide : and indeed fums up the whole evidence for religion, 

as impartially as ever he did in a trial for life or death to 

- the jury ; which how equally and judicioufly he always 

did, the whoie nation well knows. 

After that, he exaniines the ancient, opinions of the 
philofophers, andinlarges with a great variety of curious 
Tefle(5tions inanfwering that^only argument, that has any 
appearance of ftrength for the cafual production of man, 
from the origination of infedbs out of putrified matter, as 
is commonly fappofed, and he concluded the book, fhewing 
liow rational and philofophical the account which Mofes 
^ives of it is. There is in it all, a fag^city and quicknefs 
x>f thought, mixed with great and curious learning, that 
1 confels 1 never met together in any other book on that 
ffubjc<fl: among other conjeftures, one he gives concern- 
ing the deluge is, •• That he did not think the face of the 
'*' earth and tfie waters, .were altogether the fame 
•** before the tiniverfal deluge, and after: but poflibly 
■** the face of the earth was more, even than now it 
" is : the feas poflibly more dilated and extended, and 
^* not fo deep as nowi and a little after, poflibly the feas 
^* have undermined mucL of the appearing continent of 
** earth." This I the rather take notice of, becaufe it 
iath been fince liis death, made out in a moft ingenious, 
^ and moft elegantly writ book, by Mr. Burnet of Chrift's- 
<]!olIege in Cambridge, who has given fuch an effay to- 
wards the proving the poflibility of an univerfal deluge, 
«nd from thence, has colledted'with great fagacity what 
paradiie was before it, as has not been offered by any 
philofopher before him. 
y While the judge was thus imploying his time, the lord 
«hief juftice Keyling dying, he was on the i8th of May 
167 1, pronroted to be the lord chjef juftice of England. 
He had made the pleas of the crown one of his chief ftu- 
•dies, and by much fearch, and long obfervation, had 
^ompofed t^at great work concerning them, formerly 
mentioned : he that holds the high office of judiciary in 
^hat court, bemg the chief truftee, and affcrtor of the liber- 
tics of his^ country ; all people applauded this choice, and 
thought their liberties cou|d not be better depofited than 

Voi.. I. D in 



38 The Life and Dzatho/ 

in the hands of one, that as he underftood them well, £b 
he had all the juftice and courage, that fo facred a truft 
required. One thing was much obferved and commend- 
ed in him, that when there was a great inequality in the 
ability and learning of the councellors that were to plead 
one againfl another; he thought it became him, as the 
judge, to fupply that; ib he would enforce what the 
weaker council managed but indifferently, and not fufier 
the more learned to carry the bufmefs by the advantage 
they had over the others m their quicknefs and (kill in 
]aw,^and readinefs in pleading, till all things were cleared 
in which the merits and ftrength of the ill defended cauie 
lay. He was not fatisfied barely to give his judgment in 
caufes, but did efpecially in all intricate ones, give fuch 
an account of the reafons that prevailed with hmi ; that 
the council did not only acquiefce in his authority,, but 
were £0 convinced by his reafons, that I have heard manj 
profefs diat he brought them often to change their opini- 
ons; fo that his givmg of judgment was really a learned 
le^re upon that point of law : and which was yet more, 
the parties themfelves, though intered does commonlj 
corrupt the judgment, were eeneraliy Satisfied with the 
juftice of his decifions, even when they were made againft 
them. His impartial juftice, and great diligence, drew 
the chief pradtice after him, into whatibever court he 
came : fmce, though the courts of common pleas, the 
exchequer and the king's-bench, are appointed for the 
trial of caufes of different natures, yet it is eafy to bring 
mod caufes into any of them, as the council or attorneys 
pleafe ; fo as he had drawn the bufinefs much after him, 
both into the common pleas, and the exchequer, it now 
ibllowed him into the king*s- bench, and many caufes that 
were depending in the exchequer and not determined, 
were let fall there, and brought again before him in the 
court to which he was now removed. And here did hiS 
fpend the reft of his publick life and imployment : but 
about four years and a half after his advancement, he, 
who had hitherto enjoyed a firm and vigorous health, to 
which h7s great temperance, and the equality of his mind, 
cid not a little conduce, was on a fudden brought very 
low by an infiamation in his midriff, w^hich in two days 
time broke the conflltution of his health to fucb a degree 
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that he never recovered it : he became fbafthmatical, that 
\rith great difficulty he could fetch his breath, that deter- 
mined in a dropfy, of which he afterwards died. He 
underftood phyiick fo well» that conddering his age, he 
concluded his diflemper mull carry him o£F in a little 
time ; and therefore he reiblved to have fbme of the laft 
months of his life referved to bimfelf, that being freed of 
all worldly cares, he might be preparing for his change : 
he was alfo fo much difabled in his body, that he could 
hardly, though iupported by his iervants, walk through 
Weftminller-Hall, or endure the toil of bufinefs : he had 
been a long time wearied with the diftra£kions that his im- 
ployment had brought on him, and his profedion was 
become ungrateful to him ; he loved to apply himfelf 
wholly to better purpofes, as will appear by a paper that 
he writ on this fubje*5t, which I (hall here infert. 

1 • " If I confider the bufmefsof my profcfSon, whether 
as an advocate, or as a judge, ic is true i do ackn(.w* 
lege by the inftitution of almighty God, and the dif- 
'* peniation of his providence, I .am bound to indullry 
*• and fidelity in it: and as it is an ad of obedience urto 
his will, it carries with It fomething of religious duty, 
and I may, and do take comfoin: in it, and expert a re- 
ward of my obedience to him, and the good that I do to 
mankind therein, from the bounty and beneficence and 
promife of almighty God ; and it is true alfb, that 
without fuch imployments, civil focietie^ cannot be 
fupported, and great good redounds to mankind from 
thenn, and in thofe reipedts, the confcience of my own 
iinduilry, fidelity, and integrity in them, is a greac 
*' comfort and fatisfa6tion to me. But yet this I muft 
•* lay concerning theie imployments, confidered fimplj^ 
^ in themfelves, that they are very full of cares, anxieties* 
^ and perturbations. 

2. ** That though they are beneficial to others, 7et they 
'* are of the leaft benefit to him that is imployed in them. 

3 . " That they do neceflarily involve the party, whofe 
•• office it is, in great dangers, difficulties, and calumnies* 

4. " That they onlyferve for the meridian of this life, 
•• which is (hort and uncertain. 

5. •• That though it be my duty faithfully to ferve in 
** them, while I am called to them, and till I am duly 

J> 2 -^ " callcil 



u 



•i 



<c 

(C 

«( 



40 TA^ Life, and Death' gf 

** called from them, yet they are great confumers of thair- 
** little time we have here, which as it feems to nae^ - 
might be better fpeut in a pious contemplative life> 
and a due provifion for eternity : I do not know a bet- 
ter temporal imployment than, Martha had, in teftify-. 
ing her love and duty to our Saviour, by making pro-- 
vifion for him; yet our Lord tells her,. That thought 
Ihe was troubled about many things, there wa5 only one 
thing neceflary, and Mary had chofen^the better part.'* 
By this the reader will lee, that he continued in hii 
ftation upon no other confideration, but that being ^t inu 
it by the providence of God> he judged he could not^ 
abandon that poll which was affigned hini^ without pre** 
ferring his own private inclination ta the choice God had- 
made for him ; but now that fame providence, having by 
this great diftemper, difengaged hkn from the obligation, 
of holding a place, whicji he was no longer able to dif- 
charge, he relblved to refign it: this was no feoner fur-^ 
mi fed abroad, than it drew upon him the importunities o& 
ail his friends, and the clamour of the whole town to dir^ 
vert him from it, but all was to no purpofe ; there was* 
but one argument that could move him, which was,. 
** That he was obliged to continue the imployment Goch 
•« had put him in for the.good of the piiWtek:" but xfh 
this he had fuch an anfwer, that even thofe who were mod? 
concerned in his withdrawing, could not but fee, that the- 
reafons inducing him, to it, were buttooftrong; fo he> 
made applications, to his majefty'for his writ of eafe,- 
which the king was very unwilling to grant him, and o^- 
fered to let him hold his place ftill, he doing what built - 
nefs he could, in his chamber; but he faid, ^^ He could' 
*^ not with a good confctence continue in it, iince he wasi 
** no longer able to difchafge the duty belonging to \t.**^ 
But yet fuch was the general fatisfadion which all the* 
kingdom received, by his excellent adminiftration of ju- 
ftice, that the , king, though- he could not well, deny htft 
requeftj yet he dererred the granting of it as Jong as was, 
poflible : nor could the lord chancellor be prevailed with» 
to move the king to haftcn his difchargC) tho* the chief^' 
ji^lice often prefied him. to it. 

At laft having wearied himfelf, and all his friends^ with 
his importunate deiires> and growing fenfibly. weaker ii> 
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htdjs liedid, upon the 2 |ft day of February^ 28. Car. IK 
jfnno Dcm. 167^-6 go before a mailer of xh» chancery, 
with a little parchment deed, drawn by himfelf, and writ* 
ten all with his own hand, and there fealed and delivered 
h, and acknowleged it to be enrolled, and afterwards he 
brought the original d^td to the iQrd chancellor, and did 
formally ftirreBder his office in thcfe words. 

' Omnibus Chriftifidelihus ad quos prafens fcrtftura peruty 
nerit^ Matthnnu Haie^ miles capitalis jujiiciarius domini 
regis ad piacita, coram ipjh rege^ tenenda, affignatus^ falu* 
tem in domino fempiternam, Noveritis metrafatum Mat'' 
thaum Haht militem^ jamfenemfaGum^ h variis corporis 
fneifenitis morhis Cf infirmitatibus dire laborantem is adhue 
detentumy hdc chart (t meu rejtgnare if rurfum redderefere* 
nijfiftto Domino noftro Carolo Secundo Dei gratid Anglist^ 
Scotia^ Francis, if Hlhernia^ regU fidei defenfori^ &c» 
Pradldum^officium capitalis jufiiciarii adplacita coram tpfi 
rege tenenda, hutnillime petens quod hoc fcriptum srrotuletur * 
de recordo^ In cujus ret tefiimcnium huic charta mea rejig* 
uationis Jxgillum menm appofui. Dai* vicejmo^ primo die 
Februarii, Anno regni di£l. Dom, regis nunc vicefimo odavo^ 
He made this inHrument, as he told the lord chancel* 
ior, for two ends, the one was to (hew the world his own 
free concurrence to his removal ; another was to obviate 
an objedfon heretofore made, *' That a chief juftice be* 
•* ing placed by writ, wa« not removable at pleaiure as 
** judges by patent were;" which opinioQ, as he (aid, was 
once held by his predeceflor, the lord chief juftite KeyKng j 
and though he himielf were always of another bpiniony 
yet he thought it reafonable to prevent fuch a fcrsplr* 

He had the day before furrendred to the king in perfbn, 
who parted from him with great grace, wi(hing hnn moft 
Ikcartily the return ofhisljcalth, andaflurmghmn, *♦ That 
'* he would ftiSI' look upon Mm as one of hfs judges, and 
•* have recoijrle to his advice, when his health would 
^ permit, and in the mean time would continue Lis pen- 
« fion during his Kfe.'- ^ 

The good man thought this bmmty too greaf, and aa 
31 precedent for the king, and therefore writ a liettsr to» 
the lord treafurer, eameftPy defiring thar his p^n&on 
might be onFy during preafure, but the Icing woulif g^raut 
k for life, and make it payable quarterly;. 
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And yet for a whole month - together, he woaM not* 
fujffer his fervent to fue out his patent for his penfion ; and 
when the firft payment was received, he ordered a great - 
part of it to charitable ufes, and faid, He intended moii 
of it fhould \it fo employed as long as it was paid him. 

At laft he happened to die upon the quarter-day, which 
was Chrillmas day, and though this might have given- 
fome Qccafion to difpute whether the penfion for that quarj^ 
ter were recoverable, yet the king was pleafed to decide: 
that matter againft himfelf, and ordered the penfion to^ 
be paid to his executors. 

As foon as he was dtfcharged from his great place,- he 
returned home with as much chearfnlnefs, as his want of. 
health could admit of, being noweafed of a burden he had 
been of late groaning under, and fo made more capable of - 
enjoying that which he hadonuch wiibed for^ according 
to the elegant, tranflation of, or rather paraphraie upon^ 
t}iofe excellent lines in Seneca's Thyelles. Adt^ 7* ' 

' Stet ^tcufi^ue volet potenSf 
'jiuia cultmtte iuhriea : 
Me iulcis faturet quier, 
Obfcuro pojitus loco\ 
Lent ptrfruar otto : 
Nullis noia guiritibuff 
^as per tacitum fluaf. 
Sic cum tranjierlnt mei^ 
J^ulh cum JirepHu dtes^ 
Pieheius mortar fetter, 
Ifli mors gravis incubate 
^ui notuj nimis omnibuif 
fgfiotu^ moriturjibi. 

Let him that will afcend the totVing feat 
Of courtly grandeur, and become as great 
As are his mounting wi flies : as for me, 
Let fweet repofe and reft my portion be ; 
Give me fome mean bbfcure recefs, a fphere 
Out of the road of bufmefs, or the fear 
Of falling lower; where I fweetly may 
Myfelf and dear retirements ftill enjoy : 
Let not my life or name be known unto 
The grandees of the time, toft to and fro 
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Fy ccnfiircs or applaUfe ; but let my age 
Slide gently by, not overtlmart the ftage 
of publick a^on, unheard» unfeen. 
And unconcerned, as if I ne'er had been.. 
And thus, while I fhall pafs my filent days 
lia (hady privacy, fice from the noife ^ 

And buftles of the mad world, then ihall I 
A. good old innocent Plebeian die; 
Death is a mere fur prize, a very fhare 
To him^ that makes it his life's greated' care 
To be a publick pageant, known to all, 
B^t linacquainted with himfelf, doth ^K 

Having now attained to that privac^which he had no 
left ferioufly than pioufly wifhed for, he called all his 
fervaiits that had belpnged to his office together, and told 
them, ** He had now laid down his place, and fo their 
•* imployments were determined ;" upon that, he adviied 
them to fee for themfelves, and gave to fome of them very 
confiderable prefents, and to every one of them, a token, 
and fo difmiffed all thofe that were not his domefticks. He*" 
was difch^rged the fifteenth of February, 1675-6. and ' 
lived till the Chriftmas following, but all the while was 
in fo ill a ftate of health, that there was no hopes of his 
recovery : he continued ftill to retire often, both for his 
devotion and ftudies, and as long as he could go, went con- 
(lantly to his clofet, and when his infirmities encreafed on 
him, fo that he was not able to go thither himfelf, he made 
his fervants carry him thither in a chair. At lafl, as the 
winter came on, he faw with great joy his deliverance ap- 
proaching; for befides hisbfcing weary of the world, and 
his longings for the bleflednefs of another ftate, his pains ' 
encreafed fo on him, that no patience inferior to his^could 
have borne thetrf without a great uneafinefs of mind; yet 
he exprefled to the laftfuch fubmiffion to the will of God, 
and fo equal a temper under them, that it was vifible then, 
what mighty efFeas his philofophy and Chriftianity had * 
on him, in fupporting him. under fuch a heavy load. 

He could not lie down in bed above a year before his i 
'death,' by reafon of the aiihma, but &it rather than lay 
Jn it. " 

He was attended on in this fickncfi by a pious and 
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worthy divine, Mr. Evan Griffith, mitd^er of tfiepstnti j 
and it was obfenred, that m aU the extremities of bis^ 
pain, when ever he prayed by him, he forebore all com- ' 
plaints or groans, but with his hands and eyes lifted upv^ ^- 
was fixed in his deyotions : not long before his deatli^ 
the minifter toU him, ** There was to be a facrament next 
Sunday at church, but he believed he could not cbme 
and partake with the reft ; therefore he wonM give it 
to hrm in his own houfe;" but he anfwcred, " No, ht» 
heaven] 7 Father had prepared a feaft for him, and he 
would go to his Father's houfe to partake of it :" fa 
he made hrmfelf be carried thither in Ihs chair, where he 
received the facrament on his knees, with great devotion^ 
wliich it may be fuppofed was the greater, becaufe he aj>- 
prehended it was'to be the laft, and fo took it as hisvfafi^ 
cum and provifion for his joiimey. He had fome fccret 
unaccountable pre^ges of his death ; fijr he faid, •• That 
if he did not die on fuch a day (which feil to be the 2 5 tb * 
of November) he believed he Should Hve a month Jon* 
ger ; " and he died that very day mo»th. He continued t^ 

enjoy the free ufe of hisreafonandfcnfetothelaftmomentr 
which he had often and eameftly prayed for during his^ 
ikknefs^: and when his voice Was fo funk, that heeotrld not 
be heard, they perceived by thealmoil eonftant lifting up^ 
€f his eyes aiikl hands, that he was (IfU afpiringto that blef-^ 
fed (late, of whfch be was now^ fpeedily to be po&fTed.. 

He had for many years a panfewlar devotion for Ghriff- 
mas day; and after he had received the facrament, and 
been in the performance of the publkk wcM^Hiip of that 
day, he comtnonly wrote a copy of veries on the honour 
of his Saviour, as a fit eicprefiibn ef the joy he feh in his 
foul, at the return of that gl'orious anniverfary. There * 
are feventeeiv of thofe copies printed, which he writ on 
fevoiteen feveral Chrilbms days, by which* the world 
has a tafte of his poetical gemtTs, m which,, if he had 
thought k worth his time to have excelled, he might 
have been eminent as well as in other things; but he 
writ them rather to entertain lamfelf, than to» merit the 
lawrd. ^. 

I (halt here add one whkh has not been yet printed,, 
and It is not tmlikely it was the lai^ he writ ; It is a pa- 
raphrafe on Simeoa*)i ibng^ I take Vi hovulm hotted 
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epp7 not at all finifhed, fo the reader is to make allow- 
ance for aay imperfection he may find in it. 

Blefled Creator, who before the birth^ 

Of time, or e'er the pillars of the earth 

Were fix*d or formed, didft lay that great defign 

Of man's redemption, and did (I define 

Iq thine eternal counfels, all the fcene 

Of that ftupendious bufinefs,. and when * 

It (hall appear, and though the very day^ 

Of its epiphany, concealed lay 

Within thy mind,, yet thou wert pleas'd to fliow 

Some glimpfes of it, unto men below, 

. Ui yifions, types, and ppophefies, as we 
Things at a diftance in perfpe(Stive fee : 
But thoa wert pleas'd. to kt thy feprant know 
That that bleR hour, that fetm'd to move fo Qow 
Through ibrraer ages, fhould at laft attain 
Its time, ere my few fanjds^ that yet rem^^ 
Art (pent ; and; tjhat thefe aged eyes 
Should fee the day, when Jacob's (lar (hould nCsi 
And now thou haft fulfiiPd it, blefTed Lord^ 
Difmifs me now according to thy word;. 
Ani tet ray; aged" body now return. 

- To reft> and duft, and drep into an.um*; ,^ ' ^ 
For ihave liv'd enough, mine eye& have fccn^* - 
Thy. much defir'd fahatibn, that hath been - 

So long, fa dearly wifh'd; the joy, the hope t. : 
of all the ancient patriarchs^ the fcope 
Of all the prop.hefies,. and. myfteries, 
Of all the types unvaiPd; the hiftories 
Of 'Jcwifti church ulxridle^, and the bright ; 
And orient fun arifen to give light; ' - ^ 

To Gentiles, and the joy of Ifraef^ ' 

TJie world's Redeemer, bleft Emanueh 
h^t this fight clofe taine eyes, 'tis lofs to.feei'" 
After this vifion^ any fight but thee. 

Thus l^e ufed to fing on the former Cbriftmas daysj but 
Bpw he was to be admitted to bear his part in the new 
fongs above: fo that day which he had ijient in fo much 
fpkitual joy> proved to be indeed the.daj: of his jiibilee 
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aod deliverance, for between two and'tbree in the afteN 
noon, he breathed ont h» righteons and pious foul. Hit 
end was peace, he had no ftrugglings» nor feem*d to be in 
any pangs in his laft moments. He was buried on the 
4th of January, Mr. Griffith preaching the fTmerai fer- 
mon ; Ms text was the Ivih of Ifaiah i . vtrfc, << Th«r righ- 
** teous perilheth, and no man layeth it to heart; and 
** merciful men are taken away, none confidering that 
•* the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.** 
Which, how fitly it was applicable upon this occafion, 
all that confider the courfe of his life, will eafily conclude. 
He was interred in the church-yard of Alderly, among 
his ancellors ; he did not much approve of burying in 
churches, and nfed to fay, " The churches were for the 
" living, and the church- yards for the dead.** His monu- 
ment was like'^himfelf, decent and plain. Thetombftonc 
was black marble, and the tides were black and white 
marble, upon which he himfelf bad ordered thb bare andi 
, humble infcripdon to be made. 

HIG INHUMATUR CORPUS 

MATTHEl HJLB, MILITIS 

ROBERT! HAIE.ZT JOANNM . 

UXORIS EJUS FILIiUNICI. 

HATI IN HAC PAROCHIA DE ALDERLV. 

PRIMODIE NOFEMBRIS ANNO DOTVI. 

1609* 0ENATI VERO IBIDEM VI* 

CESIMO QUINTO DIE DECEM^ 

MR IS ANNO DOM. 1^6. 

/ETA T IS SUiE, LXVII. 

Having thus given an account of the mod remarkable 
things oihis life, I am now to prefent the reader with fudi 
a charader of him, as the laying the feveral virtues to- 
gether will amount to: tn which I know how difficult a 
tafk I undertake ; for to write defedively of him, were 
to injure him, and leifen the memory of one to whom i 
intend to do all the right that is in my power : on the 
other hand, there is fo much here to be commended and 
-jfioftoftd for the imitatton of otjiers, that I am afraid fome 
may imagine, " I am rather making a pix^re of him, from 
«n ab&raded idea of {^eat virtues^ a&d perfe^ons, than 
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ftttmg him out as Ik trulf was: hoc there is great en- 
couragement b thi$y that I write coacemtne a man fo 
freih in all peoples remembrance, that is fb lately dead« 
and was fo much and fo well known^ that I (kali have 
many vouchers, who will be ready to juftify me in all 
that I am to relate, and to add a great deal to what I can fay« 

It has appeared in the account of his various learning, 
how great his capacities were, and how much they were 
improved by conilant ftudy : he rofe -always early in the 
morning, he loved ta walk much abroad, not only /or 
his health, but he thought it opened his mind, and enlarge 
ed his thoughts to have the creation of God before his 
-eyes. When he fet himielf to any ftudy, he u&d to caft 
his deiign in a icheme, which he did with a great exad- 
nefs of method : he took nothing on truft, but purAied . 
his enquiries as far as they could go, and as he was hum- 
bie enough to confefs his ignorance, and fubrait to my- 
fteries which he could no^ comprehend, fo he was not 
eafily impoied on« by any (hews of reafon, or the bug- 
l>ears of vulgar opinion : he brought all his knowlege as 
much to (cientical principles, as he poffibly could, which 
made him negled the ftudy <^ tongues, for the bent of 
his mind lay another way. DifcouriGng once of this to 
fome, they faid, ** They looked on the common law, as 

a ftudy that could not be brought into a fchenpe, nor. 

formed into a rational fcience, by realbn of the indi- 
** geftednefs of it, and the multiplicity of the cafe in it. 
^* which rendered it very hard to be underftx)od, or re- 
" duced into a method:'* butheiatd» *' He was not of 
** their mind;'* and Co quickly after, he drew with hts 
own hand, a f^heme of the whole order and parts of ir« 
in a large ftieet of paper, to the great fiitisfadtion of thoie 
to whom he fent it. Upon this hint, fome prefled him 
to compile a body of the Englilh law; it.could hardly ever 
be done by a man who knew it better, and would, tnth 
ixiore judgment and induftry, have put tt into method;, 
but he faid, ** As it was a great and noble defign, which 
^* would be of vaft advantage to the naticm, fb it was too 
^* much for a pmate man to undertake ; it was not to 
** be entered upon but by the command of a prince, §xjiA 
'* with the communicated endeavours of fome of the moft 
** eminent of the proMioa* 
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He had great vivacity in his fancy, as may appear }»f 
his inclination to poetry, and the lively illuftrations, and 
many tender drains in his contemplations; b^t he looked 
^ou eloquence and wit, as things to be ufed yerychadly, in 
. ferious matters which Ihiould conie under a iererer inqui^ 
.ry : therefore he was both, when at the bar, and on the 
. bench, a great enemy to all eloquence or rhetorick in 
. pleading : he faid, **. if the judge or jury had a right un«- 
' *< der(landing, it fignified nothing, but a wafte of time, 
^* and lofs of words; and if they were weak, and easily 
«• 'wrought on, it was a more decent way of c6rrupting 
** them, by bribing their fancies, and biaffing their afFec- 
** tions;** and wondered much at that affectation of the 
-French lawyers in imitating the Roman orators in their 
?|>lcadings. For the oratory of the Romans was occafi- 
• oned by their popular government, and the faAions of 
4:he city, ib that thofe who intended to excel in the plead- 
.-ing of caufes, were trained up in the fchoolsof the Rhetors 
•till they became ready and expert in that It&fcious way 
.of difcourfe. * It is true, the compofures of fuch a 
man as I'ally was, who mixed an extraordinary quick*- 
nefs, ""an exadt judgment, and a jud decorum with his fkill 
in rhetorick, do ilill entertain the readers of them with 
.great pleafure ; but at the fame time it muft be acknow- 
Jeged, that there is not that chaftity of ftyle, that clofe- 
•oefs of reafoning, nor that juftnefs of figures in orations, 
jthat is in his 6ther writings ; fo that a great deal was faid 
hj him, rather becaufe he knew it would be acceptable 
to his auditors, than that it was approved of by himfelf ; 
And all' who read them,: will acknowlege, they are better 
j)leafed with them as efi&ys of wit and ilyle, than ^ pleads 
ings, by which fatli a judge, as- ours was, would liot be 
much wrought on/ And if there are fuch grounds to 
cenfore the performances of; the greateft malter in elo- 
quence, we may ea(ily infer "what naufeous difcourles the 
pther orators made, fince in oratory, as well as in poetry, 
none .can do indifferently. So our judge wondered to 
£nd the French, that live under a monarchy, fo fond 
of imitating that which was an ill effe^ of the popular 
government of Rome : he therefore pleaded himfelf al* 
ways io few words, and home to the point e and wheti 
he was a judge, he held thofc that pleaded before him 
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to be the main hinge of the bufmefs, and cut them fhort 
when they niade excurfions about circumftances of no 
moment, by which he fared much time, and made the 
chief difficulties be well ftated and cleared. 

There was another cuftom among the Romans, which 
h^ as much admired, as he defpifed their rhetorick, which 
was, that the Juris-confults were the men of the higheft 
quality, who were bred to be capable of the chief imploy- 
ment in the (late, and became the greateft matters of their 
law : thefe gave their opinions of all cafes that were put 
to them freely, judging it below them to take any prefent 
for it; and indeed they were only the true lawyers among 
them, who(e refolutions were of that authority, that 
they made one claffis of thofe materials out of which Tre- 
bonian compiled the digefts under Juftinian ; for the 
orators or caujidici xh^x. pleaded caufes, knew little of the 
law, and only imployed their mercenary tongues to work 
on the a£Fe<5tions of the people and ienate, or the praetors : 
even in moft of Tully's orations there is little of law, 
and that little which they might fprinkle in their decla- 
mations, they had not from . their own knowlege, but 
the refolution of forae Juris-confult ; accorditig to that 
famous ftory of Serrius Sulpttius, who was a celebrated 
orator and being to receive the refolution of one of thofe 
that were learned in the law, was fo ignorant, that he 
could not underftand it: upon which the Juris-confult 
reproached him, and faid, *^ It was a ihame for him that 
•* was a nobleman, afenator, and a pleader of caufes, to 
'* be thus ignorant of law : " this touched him fo fenfibly, 
that he fet about the ftudy of it, and became one of the 
moft eminent Juris - con ful ts that ever were at Ro me . Our 
judge thought t.t might become the greatnefs of a prince, 
to encourage fuch a fort of men, and of ftudies ; in which 
none in the age he lived in was equal to the great Selden, 
who was truly in our Englilh law, what the old Rbman 
Joris-confults were in theirs. 

But where a decent eloquente was allowable, judge 
Hale knew how to have excelled as much as any, either 
in iUuftrating his reafonings, by proper and well purfued 
iimilies, or by fuch tender expreffions as might work 
mod on the affe<5tions ; fo that the prefent lord chancellor, 
has often faid of him fince his death, "That he was the 
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*^ greateftr orator he had kaoym ; * * for tho* his words came ' 
not fluently from him, yet when they were out, they 
w^re the moft fignificant and expreffive, that the matter 
could bear : of this fort there are many in his contempla- 
tions made^ to quicken his own devotion, which have a 
life inthftn becoming him that uied them, and a foftneis 
fit to melt even the.hariheft tempers, accomodated to 
the gravity of the fubjei^, and apt to excite warm thought - 
in the readers, that as they (hew his excellent temper 
that brought them out, and applied them to himfelf, Q^ 
they are of great ufe to all, who would inform and quicken ^ 
their minds. Of his illuftrations of things by proper fimi- 
Ites« I (hall give a large tnftance out of his book of the ori- 
gination of mankind, defigned to expofe the feveral diffe- 
nent hypothefes the philofophers fell on, concerning the 
eternity and original of the univerfe, and to prefer the 
account given by Mofes, to all their conjedures ; in 
whichj ifmy tafle does not mifguide me, the reader will 
find a rare and very agreeable mixture, both of fine wit, 
and ibfid learning and judgment. 

[That which may illuilrate my meaning, in this prefer- 
ence of the revealed light of the holy fcriptures, touch- 
ing this matter, above the eflays of a philofophical ima- 
gination, may be this. Suppofe that Greece being un« 
acquainted with the curiofity of mechanical engines, tho* 
known in fome remote region of the world, and that an 
excellent artifl had fecretly brought and depodted in ibme 
field or foreft, fome excellent watch or clock, which had 
been fo formed, that the original of its motion was hid- 
den, and involved in fome clofe contrived piece of me- 
chanism ; that this watch was fo framed, that the motion 
thereof might have lafled a year, or fome fuch time as might 
gi^e a reafonable period for their philofophical defcanting 
concerning it ; and that in the plain table there had been not 
only the defcription and indication of hours, but the con- ^ ^ 
figurations and indication of the various phafes of the 
moon, the motion and place of the fun in the ecliptick, 
and divers other curious indications of celeftial motions; 
and ^th at the fcholars of the feveral fchools, of Epicuras, 
of Ariftotlc, of Plato, and the reft of thofe philoibphical 
{c&s, had cafually in their walk, found this admirable 
automaton ; what kind of work would there have been 
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tnaJe tv^cvtry fed, in giving ao acoouQt of this phsnqic^ 
ftienon f W6 llfoald havo^had the Epictrrean fed> hayof 
told the bT^ftaoders according to their prc-attccived hjr- 
jjothcfis, *' That this' was nothing elfe but att accident^ 
^ concretron o^ dtotns, th2(, hariy fallea together, haii 
*^ made np the index, the \eheels, and the balance, and* 
•* that being haply ^Ilen ipto this poftui'e', they were piit 
•* into motion.*' Then the Cartefian falls itf with hinjy 
astothemainof theirfuppofition,^ but tells hioir, "That 
** he doth not iufficiently explicate how the engine is 
" put into motion, and therefore tor fumifh this motion^ 
•• there is a certain materia fuhiilif that pervades this 
^' engine, and the moveable pairt^ coiiiiilitig of feveral 
** gJobiflal' atoms apt for motion, they are thereby, and* 
•*: by the iwdtoffity of the gk>bular atoms put into motion.** 
A tMrd'fiftding feult with the two former, becaufe *• thoft 
^* motiofis are fo regular, and do exprefs the various 
^•' pharnomeiiaE of the diftribution of time, and of thcr 
•* heavenly motions;" therefore it fee)ns to him, that 
•• this engine and motion aifo, fo analogical to the nftti- 
•* oris of the heavens, was wrought by fome admirable^ 
•« conjunabn^of the hcavcaly bodies, which formed thb 
V ioftrument and fts motions ^ in fbcfiT an SRlmiffable cor* 
•* refpondency to its own exiftcnca." A fourth, difliking 
the fuppofitions of the threirformtff, tells tfiev«ft, " That 
•* he hath a mfore plain and evidjent folution of the phse- 
*< nomenon, namely, The univerfal foul of the world,* 
♦* or fpirit of nature, that formed fo many forts of infedt* 
•* with fo' many^organs, Acuities, and fuch cotfgftiit^ of 
** their whole compofition, and fuch curious and various^ 
motions, as we may obferve in them, hath formed andfet 
into motion this admhtible automaton, and regulated 
^ and (Mrdered it„ with all thefe congruities we fee in it.'^ 
Then fleps- in an ArifloteGan, and being diilatisfied with' 
all the former folutions, tells them, ** Gentlemen, yoo* 
*^ are all miftaken^ your folutions are inexplicable and 
•*^ unfatisfadtory, you hav^ taken up certain precarious 
hypothefes, and being prepofleffed with thefe creatures 
of your Own fancies, and in love with them, right or 
wrong, you form all your conceptions of things accor* 
ding to thofe fancied and pre-conceived imaginations. 
*^ The&ortc^ th^^bufmefs is, this machina is eternal^ 
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'* and fo a«e all the motions of tt~; and in as mudi as a 
*' circular motion hath no beginning or end, .this motion 
« that you fee, both isb^ the wheels and index, and the 
** fucceflive indications of the celefti^l motions, is cter- 
*< nal, and v^ithout begiiming. And this is a ready and 
** expedite way of folving the phaenomenon, without ib 
*• much ado as you have made about it. 

And whild all the mafters were thus contriving the {q* 
lution of the phsenomenoU) in the hearing of the artift 
that made it, and when t^ey had all fpent their phik>{b- 
phifing upon it, the artift that made this engine, and all 
this while lillned to their admirable ^fancies,, tells them, 
** Gentlemen, you have difcovercd very much excel- ' 
** lency of inventfon touching this piece of work that is 
•* before yau, hut you are allmiferably miftaken: for it 
'^ was I that made this watch, and brought it hither, and 
*« I will Ihew you how i made it. Firft, I wrqught the 
<< fprlng, and the fu£Fee, and the wheels and the balance* 
" .and tne cafe and table \ I fitted them one to another, and 
placed the feveral axes that are to dired the motions 
of the index, to difcovcr the hour of the day ; of the 
" figure, that difcQYers the phafes^ of the moon, and the 
other various motions that yoa fee ; and then I put it 
together, and wound up the fpring, which hath given 
all thefe motions, that you fee in this curious piece 
of work ; and that you may be fore I tell you true, I 
will tell you the whole order and progrefs of my mak- 
ing,. ,difpofing, and ordering of this piece of work, the 
feveral materials of it, the manner cf the forming of 
every individual part of it, ajul how long I was about 
*♦ it.*' This plain and evident diicovery renders all theie 
excogitated hypothefes of thofe philofbphical enthufiafts 
vain and ridiculous, without any great help of rhetorical 
ilourifhesy or logical confutations. And much of the 
fame nature is that difparity.of the hypothefes of the 
learned philofophers in relation to the orgination of the 
world and man» after a great deal of duft rai fed, and fanci- 
ful explications and unintelligible hypothefes. The plain, 
but divine narrative by the hand of Mofes, full of fenfc 
and congruity, and cleamefs and reafonableneis in icielf, 
does at the fame moment give us a true and clear difco- 
very of this gre^t myftery, and renders all the ei&p of 
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the generality of the heathen philofbphers to be vain,- 
hievident, and- indeed, inexplidible theories, the crea- 
tures of phantafy and imagination, and nothing elfe.] 

As for his virtaes, they have appeared fo confpicuous 
in al] the feveral traafadions* and turn$ of fais life, that 
it may/eein needlefs to add any mpreof them, than has 
teen already related, bnt there are many particular in- 
ftaHces which I knew not how to fit to the ieveral years ^ 
of his llfe^ which will give us a ckarer aad4>etcer view dF-^ 
kimi 

He was adevont Chriftian; afincerfe ptdteftailf, ahcfa* 
true fon of the church of England ; moderate towards \ 
diflenters, and jufl even tp thofe from whom he differed^ 
moil ; which appeared fignally m the care he took of prc- 
ferving the Quakers, ffoih that' mtfchief that was like to* 
fkll on . them, by declaring' tliicir marriages void, and fo ' 
Ikftarding thfeir children ; but be ccmfidered marriage and- 
ibcceffion as a' right of nature, from which none ought ta» 
He barred,' what miftake foever they might be under, in » 
the points of revealed religion; 

And. therefore in a trial that was before him, when a;- 
C^aker was fued for fome debts owing by his '^'tfc before-' 
He married her; and the Quaker's council pretended^^ 
•• That it was no miarriage th^t had paft between them,. 
•• fince it was not fol^rani;&ed according to the rules of' 
" the church of England ';" he declared, that he v/as < 
i«>t willing, on his own opinion, to make their children ^ 
bteiftards, and gfve di^edlions to the jury* to find it fpeeiah 
It was a refle<5lion on the whole party, tH^t one iof them, 
tb avoid an inconvenience he had fallen in,; thought tb » 
Bave preferved himfelf by a defence, that if it hud beeu ^ 
allowed in law, muft ha^e made their whole iifTue baftardii 
and incapabU of fucceflibn ; and for all their pretended 
friendfliip to one ai^other, if this judge had not been more • 
their friend, than one of thofe they fo called, their pofte- 
rity had been Itttle beholding to tli^m. But he govertied • 
h*mfelf indeed by the law of the gofpel,' of** doing to » 
*• others whk he would have others do to him ;" and, 
therefore, l>ecaulfe he would have thought it a hfirdihlp,,^ 
not without cruelty, if, among Papiftsji alFmarriages were 
niilled which had not been made with all the ceremonies ' 
ia the Rtaiaa ritual, fo he applying this to the cafe ' 
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of the ledaries ; he thought all marriages made, accor- 
ding to the feveral perfuajlons of men> ou^ht to have 
their effe^ in law^ 

He ufed conftajatly to worihip God in his ^mily, per- 
foi^ming it ajways himfeJf, if there was no clergyman pre- 
fe.nt : bnt as to his private exercifes in devotion, he took 
that extraordinary care to keep what he did fecret, tha^ 
this part of his charaifter muH be defedive, except it be 
aciaiowleged> that humility in covering it, commends 
him much more, than the highefl expreflion of devotioa 
could have done. 

From the firft time that the impreiEons ofTeligion fet- 
tled deeply ij^ his mind, he ufed great caution to conceal 
it, not only in obedience to the rules given by our Savi- 
our, of faffing, praying, and giving alms in fecret, but 
from a particular diflruil he bad of himfelf ; for he faid» 
he was afraid, he fhould, at ibme time or other, do fome 
enormous thing, which, if be were look'd on as a very 
religious m.an, might call a reproach on the profeilion of 
It, and give great advantages to impious men, to blaf- 
phemc the name of God : ** But a tree is known by its 
** fruits;" and he lived not only free of blemiihes, op 
icandal, but ihined in all the parts of his converfation : 
and perhaps the diftruft he was in of himfelf, contributed 
not a little to the purity of his life ; for he being thereby 
obliged Ko be more watchful over himfelf, and to depend 
more on the aids of the Spirit of God, no wonder if that 
humble temper produced thofe excellent eiFefis on him. 

He had a foul enlarged and raifed above that mean ap- 
petite of loving money, which is generally the root of all 
eviU He did not take the profits that he might have had 
by his praftice ; for in common cafes, when thofe who 
came to aflc his counfel gave him a piece, he ufed to give 
back the half, and fo made ten (hillings, his fee, in ordi- 
nary matters that did not require much time or ftudy : 
if he faw a cauie was unjuft, he, for a great while, would 
not meddle further in it, but to give his advice that it 
was fo.; if the parties after that would go on, tliey wercs 
to feck another counfellor, for he would affift none in 
a<5ls of unjudice: if he found the caufe doubtful or weak 
Jn point of law, he always 'advifed his clients to agree 
their bufinefs : yet afterwards he abated much of the fcru- 
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pnldlity he bad ^l>out caufes that appeared at firft view 
unjulil : upon this occafion, there were two caules brought 
to him, which, by the ignorance erf" the party, or their 
attorney, were fo ill reprefented to him, that they feemed 
to be very bad ; but he enquiring more narrowly into 
them, fbuxvd they were really very good and juft : ib af- 
ter this he flackned much of his former dridfaaeisy of his 
irefu(ing to meddle in cauies, upon the ill circuoxftancos 
that appeared in them at tirft. 

in his pleading, he abhored thofe too common faults 
iof mifreciting evidences^ quoting precedents, or books 
falfly, or afTerting things confidently ; by which ignorant 
iuries, or weak judges, are too often wrought on. He 
' pleaded with the fame fincerity that he ufed in the other 
parts of his life, and ufed to fay, *' It was as great a diiho- 
*^ nour as a man was capable of, that, for a little money, 
** he was to be hired to iky or do otherwife than as he 
■** thought:" All this he afcribed to the unmeafurable 
defireoi heapipg up wealtb» which corrupted the fouls of 
fome that feemed to be otherwife born and made for 
great things. . 

When he was a pfai^Ioner, differences were often re- 
ferred to him, which he fettled, but would accept of no 
jre ward, for his pains, though offered by both parties to^ 
gether, after the agreement was made ; for he iaid, ** In 
*< thofe cafes he was made a judge, and a judge ought 
*« to take, no money." If they told him, ** He loft 
** much of his time m confidering their bufineis, and fo 
** ought to be acknowleged for it ;" his anfwer was (a? 
one that heard it told me) ** Can I fpend my time betterj, 
** than to jnake people friends, muft I have no tinu: 
" allowed me to do good in?" 

He was naturally a quick man^ yet by much praflice 
on himfelf, he fubdued that to fuch a degree, that h/^ 
-would never ru^ luddenly into a^y cwiclufion concer- 
^in^ any matter of importance. Feftina Icntei was hif 
beloved motto, which he ordered to be ingraven on the 
head of his ftaff, and was often, heard fay," ** Th^ he ha4 
«* obferved many witty men run into great errors, ber 

cauie they difl Aot give thcmfelves time to think, but 

the heat of imagiuation making fome notions appear in 
'* gQod colours to .them» they without ilaying till tliat 

** cooled. 
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eooledi. were violently fed by the impiiJf^s it madeoH- 

them, whereas calm and flow men, who pafs for dull' 
** in the common eftimation, could feattch after truth and*- 
<«* find it out,, as with more deliberation, lb with greater* 
** certatntr.** 

H&laid afide the tenjh penny of all he got for the poor^. 
and took great care to be well informed of proper objedte'^ 
Ibr his charities: and after he was a judge, many of the 
perqniiltes of his place, as his dividend of the rule and 
box-money, were fent by him- to the goals to difcharge- 
poor prifoners, who never knew from wh5fe hands their" 
relief came. It is alfo a^ caftom' for the madhaJ oTthe* 
king*s-bencH to prefent the judges of th^t cpurt with a 
piece of plate for a new-year's- gift, that for the ehief- 
juftice being larger than' the reft; This he intended ta 
Have refufedi but the other judges toKl him, it belonged^ 
to his office, andthe refufmg it would be a 'prejudice to^ 
Ms fucceflbrsi fo he was perfuaded to take it, but Jie fent 
word to the marihal , " That in ftead of plate he ftiould bring; 
** hina the value of It in money;" and when he received ' 
it, he immediately fent it to the prifons, fot the reliefs 
and difdiarge of the poor there. Heufually invited his 
poor neighbours to dine with him, and made them fit at 
table with himfelf; and if any of them were fick, fothat- 
they could not come he would lend meat warm to them i 
from his table; and he did not only relieve the poor ia^ 
his own pariih, but fent fupplies to the neighbouring : 
pawfhesj asthere was occafibn for it ; and he treated them ■ 
all with the tendernefs and familiarity that became one,, 
who confidered they were of the fame nature with him-^' 
jfelf, and were induced 'to no other neccffities but fuch as^ 
he himfelf might be brought to : but for common beg-- 
gars, if any of thefe came to him as he was in his walks,., 
when he lived in the country, he would aik fuch as were 
capable of working, *• Why they went about fo idly?" . 
if they anfwered, ** It was becaufe they could find no ^ 
«« work," he often fent them tofome fieM to gather all ' 
the ftones in it, and lay them on a heap, and t3ien would 
pay them liberally for their pains. This l^iffg done, he 
ijfed to fend his carts, and caufed them to be carried to 
fuch places of the high -way as needed mending. 

Bat when he was in town^ he dealt his charities very 
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liherzUf, evfsQ among th^ ftreet-beggars, and i/rbca (^me 
told bim, *' That he thereby incouraged idknefs, and 
** that moft of theie were notorions cheats,'* he lifed %o 
anfwer, •* That he believed naoft of them were fuch, but 
*« among them, there were fome that wefe great obje^ 
^ of charity, and prefled with grievous neceffities, and 
•* that be had rather give lus.alms to twenty, who might 
** be perhaps rogiies, than th^ one of the other lort 
** %uld periQi for want of that fmall relief whkh lie 
** gave them." 

He loved builded much, which he afieded chie%, 
becaufe it imployed many poor people, but one thing 
was obferved in all his buildings, that the changes lie 
made in his houfes, were always from magnificenoe to 
ufefulnefs; for he avoided every thing that looked li^e 
pomp or vanity, even in the walls of bis houP: j he had 
^ood judgment in archite^hue, and an excelleat fakQ^f 
m contriving well. 

He was a genije landlord to all his tenants, and was 
eveir read|r upon any.reafonable complaints, to make 
abatements, for he was merciful as well ^s rigktepU9. 
One inftance of this was, .of a widow that lived m 
JLondon, and had a fmall >e(late near his bonfe in the 
.country ; from which her rents were ill returned to ber, 
^and at a coO; which (he could not well bear; fo ihe be- 
moaned herfelf to bim, and be according to his readineis 
to ai£ft all poor people, told her, ^* He wiould order his 

fteward to take up her reaits, and the returaing them 

Ihould coll her nothing." But aft^ that, when thene 
wzs a falling of rents in that country, fo chat it was na- 
reifary to make abatements to d^ tenant ; yet he wouUi 
have it to lie on bimfelf, and made the widow -be paid 
her rent as formerly. 

Another remarkable inilance of his juflace and good- 
nefs was, that when he found ill money bad been put 
into his hands, he wo^ild never foiOTer it to be vented again; 
|br he thought it was no excuiie for him to put BUfe mo- 
ney in other peoples hands, becau^ fome had put it ixi 
bis : a great heap of this he had gathered together ; for 
many had fo far abuied his goodneis as to mix bale nio- 
ney among the fees that were given him; it is like he 
Jbt^oded to have de&royed ii;« but fome thieves who had 
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' obfenrrd it, -broke into hh chamber and fide it, tliiiif - 
iiig they had got a prize ; which he ufed to tell with forae 
pleafure, imagining how they found themfelves deceived 
when they perceived what fort of booty they had falieo 
on. 

After he was made a jtxdge, be wouM needs pay more 
for every purchafe he made than it was worth ; if it had 
been but a horfe he was to buy, he would have out-bid 
the price: and when fome' reprefentcd to htm, *^That 
he made ill bargains, he faid. It became judges to pay^ 
more for what they bought, than the true value; that 
fo thofe with whom they dealt, might not think they* 
had any right to their favour, by having ibid fuch^ 
things to them at an eafy rate.:'* and faid it was fuit* 
able to the reputation, which a judge ought to prefetve^ 
to make fuph bargains, that the world might fee they 
were not too well ufed upon fome fecret account. 

In fum, his edate did (hew how little he had minded 
the raifing a great fortune, for from a hundered pound 2^ 
year, he raifed it not quite to nine hundred, and of th{» 
a very coniiderable part came in by his %are of Mr. 
Selden's eftate : yet this, coniidering his great praftice 
while a councetlor, and his conilant» frugal, and modeft 
way of living, was but a fmall fortune: in the (hare that 
fell to him by Mr. Selden's will, one memoraWe thing was 
done by him, with the other executors, by which they 
both (hewed their regard to their dead friend, and their 
love of the publick ; his library was valued at fome- 
thoufands of pounds, and was believed to be one of the 
curioufeft coHedions in Europe : fo they refolved to 
keep this ratire, for the honour of Selden*s memory, and 
gave it to the univerfity of Oxford, where a noMe room 
was added to the former library for its reception, and allf 
due refpefts have been fince Ihewed by that great and 
learned body, to thofe their worthy benefa(aors, who not 
only parted fo gencroufly with this great treafure, but. 
were a little put to it how to oblige them, without crof* 
fing the will of their dead friend. Mr. Seiden had once 
intended to give his library to that tinTverfity, and had 
left it fo by his will ; but having occaflon for a manu- 
-fcript, which belonged' to their library, they afked of 
Hai a. bund of a thou^uid pouad for its reilitution : ^this 
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he took «£> ill at their hands, Uiat he ibruck outthat part 
.of his will by which he had given them his library, and 
with feme pafSon declared, '* They ihould never have 
** it:" the executors ftuck at this a Httle, but having 
confidered better of it, came to this refolution; That 
they were to be the executors of Mr, Selden's will, and not 
of his pai3ion; Co they made good what he had intended in 
cold blood, and paft over what paflion h ad fuggefled to him. 

The parting with ib many excellent books, would 
have been as uneafy to our judge, as any thii^ of that 
nature could be, if a pious regard to his friend's memory 
had not prevailed over him, for he valued books and 
xnanufcripts above all things in the world ; he himielf 
had made a great smd rare colk(EHon of manufcripts be- 
longing to the law of England ; he was forty years in 
gathermgit; he bimfelf faid, f* It coil him about fifteen 

hundred pounds,*' and calls it in his will, ** A treafure 

worthy Jiaving^d keeping, and not fit for every man's 
** view." Thefe all he lett to Lincoln*s-Inn, and for 
the information of thofe who are curious to fearch into 
ilich things, there ihall be a catalogue of them added at 
the end of this book. 

By all thefe indances it does appear, how much he 
was railed above the world, X)r the love of it. But hav- 
ing thus maftered things without him, his next ftudy 
was to overcome his own inclinations : he was, as he 
faid himfclf, naturally paffionate ; I add, as he faid him- 
feif, for that appeared by no other evidence,^ jGive that 
Sometimes his colour would rife a little, but he fo go- 
verned himfelf, that thofe who lived long about him, 
have told me they never faw him difordered with anger, 
tho' he met with fome trials, that the nature of main is 
as little able to bear, as any whatfoever. There was one 
who did him a great injury, ,which it is not neceflary to 
mention, who coming afterwards to him for his advice 
in the fettlement of his eftate, he gave it very frankly 
to him, but would accept, of no fee for it, and thereby 
(hewed both that he could forgive as aChrlftian, and that 
he had the ibul of a gentleman in him not to take money, 
of one that had wronged him fo heinoufly. And when 
he was aflked by one, '* How he could ufe a mian fo kindly 
'« that had wronged him fo mudi," his anf^fer was, ^^He 
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•• thanked God he had learned to forget injuries." And. 
befides the great temper he escprefled in all his publick ini- 
ployments, in his family he was a very gentle mafter : 
he was tender of all his iervants, he never turned any 
away, except they were fb faulty, that there was no hope 
of reclaiming them : when any of them had been long 
out of the way, or had negledled any part of their duty ; 
he would not fee them at their firft coming home, and 
ibmetimes hot till the next day, left, when his diiplea- . 
fure was quick upon him, he might hare chid them tn<* 
decently; and when he did reprove them, he did it with 
that fweemefs and gravity, that it appeared he was more 
concerned for their having done a fault, than for the of- 
fence given by it to himfelf : but if they became immo- 
ral or unraly, then he turned them away ; for he faid. 
He that by his place ought to punifh dtforders in other 
people, mud by no means luffer them in his own 
•• houlet" he advanced hb iervants according to the 
time they had been about him, and would never give 
otcaiion to envy among them, by raifing the younger 
derks above thofe who had been longer with him. He 
treated them all with great afFe£tion, rather as a friend, 
than a matter, giving them often good advice and . in- 
ftru6tion. He made thofe who had good places under 
him, give fome of their profit to the other fcrvants who 
had nothing but their wages : when he made his will, he 
left legacies to every one of them j but he ezpreflS^d a 
more particulstr kindnefs for one of them, Robert Gibbon, 
of the Middle Temple, Efq ; in whom he had that con- 
fidence, that he left him one of his executors. I the ra- 
ther mention him, becauie of his noble gratitude to his 
worthy benefa<ftor and mafter, for he has been fo careful 
to preferve his memory, that as hefet thofe on me, at 
whofe defire t undertook to write his life, fb he has pro- 
cured for me a great part of thofe memorial and infor- 
mations, out of which I have compofed it. 

The judge was of a moft tender and compaflionatc na- 
ture ; this did eminently appear in his trying and gi^ng 
fentence upon criminals, in which he was flri^ly careful, 
that not a circumftance ihould be negle^ed, which might 
any way clear the fadl : he behaved hrmfclf with that re- 
gard to the prifoners, which became both the gravity of a 
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Jtidge, ifed Afc p»itf diat was due to men, whofe iivcs lay 
^t ftake, fo that nothing of jearing or unreasonable feve- 
tity ever fell from him. He fdfo examined the witneffcs 
in the fofteft maianer,' taking care that they ftiould be put 
Tinder no confufion, which might diforder their memory t 
and he iiammed all the evidence fb equally when he 
t;harged the jury, that the criminals themfelvcs neva: 
complained of him. When it came to him to give fen- 
4ence, he did it with that compofednefs and decency, 
and his fpceches to the prifohers, dire^ng them to pre- 
pare for death, were fo weighty, fo free of all affection', 
^md fo ferious and devout, that many loved to go to the 
trials, when he fat judge, to be edifed by his ipeeches, 
•and^havtour in them, and ufed to fay, " They heard 
^* very few fuch fermons." 

But tho' the pronouncing the fentence of death, was 
the-ptece of kis imployment that went moft againft the 
agrain with him ; yet in that he could nevet be molified 
to any tendemefs which hindered juftice. When he was 
once prefled to recommetid fome (whom he had condeiA- 
oed) to his inajefty*s mercy and pardon ; he anfwered, 
■•* iie could not think they deferved a pardon, whom he 
** himfelf had adjudged to die :" fo that all he would do 
In that kind, was to give the king a ttue account of the 
^ircumftances of the foA, after which his majefty was to 
confider whither he would interpole his mef cy, or let juf- 
tice take place. 

His mercifulnefs extended even to his beads, for when 
the horles that he bad kept long, grew old, he would nofc 
fujffer them to be fold, or much wrought, but ordered his 
men to turn them loofe on his grounds, and put then) 
tmly to eafy work> fuch as going to market and the like : 
fee ufed old dogs atfo with the fame care : his fhepherd 
liaving one that was become blind with age, he intended 
to have killed or loft htm> but the judge coming •) hear 
of it, made One of his fervants bring him home and feed 
him till he died : and he was fcarce ever feen mote angry 
than with one of his fetvants for neele£ling a bird,- that 
he kept, fo that it died for want of mod. 

He was a great incourager of all young pcrfons that 
he few followed their books diligently, to whom' he ufed 
to give diredtions concernmg the method of their ftudy, 
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with a' humanity and fweetnefs, that wrought much on aS 
that came near him, and, in a fmilin^ pkafaht way ^ he 
^ould admonifh them. If he faw any thbg amiils ia 
them, particularly, if they went; too fine in their cl^dies, 
he would tell them, ** It<iid nQt become their profeffion.'* 
He was not pleafed to fee (Indents wear long periwtgai, 
•or attorneys go with (words ; £q that fuch young men d^ 
.would not be perfuaded to part with tho(e vanities, when 
they went to him, laid them aiide, and waa.t as plain as 
Ihey could, to avoid the reproof which they knew they 
might otherwide ezpeift. 

He was very free and comnMinicat»ve in his dif^ourie^ 
which he mo(i commonly fixed on fome good and ufeful 
fu^jeft, and loved, ibr an hour or two at night, to be 
vifited by fome of his friends. He neither faltd nor did 
any thing with afiPedtation, but uied a iimplicity, that was 
both natural to him&lf, and very eafy to others : and tho* 
jhe never (ludied the modes of civility or court-breeding, 
yet he knew not what it was to be rude or harfh wjth ^y^ 
except he were impertinently addrefled to in matters of 
juftice, then he would raiie his voice a little^ and fo (hake 
off thofe importunities. 

In his furniture, and the (ervioe of his table, and way 
of living, he liked the old plainne& fo well) that as he 
would fet up none of the new falhions, (b he rather affeded 
SL coarfenefs in the ufe of the old ones ; which was more 
the effedt of his philofophy, than diipofition, for he loved 
£ne things too much at firft : he was always of an equal 
temper, rather <hearful than merry. Maoiy wondered 
to fee the evennefs of his deportment, in fome very fad 
paflages of his life. 

Having lod one of his ions, the manner of whoie death 
bad fome grievous circumftances In it ; one coming to 
fee him, and condole, he (aid to him, " Thofe were the 
>< e£rd|s of living long, fuch muft look to fee Qiiany fad 
** ana uuacccpuble things;" and having (aid that, he 
went to other difeotirfes, with his ordinary freedom of 
mind ; for though he had* a temper (b tender, that iad 
things were apt enough to make deep impreflions upon 
him, yet the regard he had to the wifdom and providence 
of' God, and the juft eftimate he made of all external 
thlnes. iJid. to admiration, maintam the tranquility of his 
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mndf and be gaye naoccaffen, by idlenefs to melancholy^ 
to cottTupt his fpirit,' but by the perpetual bent of hii 
thoVghts, he knew well how to divert them from being 
dp^reiled with the excefles of forrow. 
^ tie had a generotts attd noble idea of God in his mind, 
and this he fomid above all other confiderations preierve 
his quiet. And indeed that was fo well eftablifhed in him*, 
that no accidents, how fudden foever, were obfcrved to 
dilcompole him : of whkh ait eminetit man of that profef 
fion, gave me this inftance: in the year .16669 sm opi- 
nion did run through die nation. ** That the end of the 
•*• world would come that year." This, whether fet on 
by-aftrologers, or advaiicei by thofe who thought it might 
have lome- relation* to the number ofthe beaft in the Re-« 
▼elation, or promoted by men of ill defigns, to dillurb 
the publick peaces had fpread mightily among the peo« 
pk; and judge Hale going that year the weftem circuit, 
k happened that, as he was on the bench at the aOIzes,. 
a moft terrible ftorm fell out very unexpe^edly, accoih- 
paniied with fuch flalhes of lightning, and claps of thun* 
der, that the like will hardly fall out in an age; upoa 
which 9 whimper or a rumour run through the crowd,. 
** That now was the; worldto end, and the day of judg' 
** ment to begin ;" and at this there followed a ge- 
Beral conftematioa in the whole aOTembly, and all mea 
forgot the bufmefs they were met about, and betook them- 
felves to their prayers : this, added to the horror raifed 
by the florm^ looked very difmally; in fo much, that 
my author, a man of no ordinary refolution, and firmnefs 
of mind, confefled» /*^ It made a great impreilion on him-^ 
« fdf.* Buthetoldrac^ " That he did obfcrve the judge 
^ was not a whit a£fe^d, and was going on with the' 
** bufinefs of the court in his ordmary manner:" from 
which be made this concluf]on> " That his thoughts were 
** fo well fked, that he believed tf the world had been* 
** really to end, £t would have gjven him no considerable 
•* difturbance.'* 

But i (hall now conclude all that rfhalliay concerning, 
Kim, with what one of'thegreateft men of the profelGon 
of t^e law, fent me as an.abRraft'of the charadler he had 
made of him, upon long obfervation, and much con- 
ipcsle with him^ it was fent me, that from thence, Y^tS 
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the ether materials, I might make fuch a ref reieotatidi^ 
of him to the world> as he indeed deferred, but I reA>lyed- 
not to fhred.it out in parcels, 9Qt to fet it down entirely 
as it was fent me> hoping^ that as the reader will be muck^ 
delighted with it, ib the noble perfoQ that fent it, wilt 
not be ofiFenaed with me for keeping it entire,^ and fetting^ 
it in the bed light I coukl : it begins abruptly, being de- 
ji^ed to fupply the defeflas of others, from whom I Iisut 
earlier and more copious informations . 

. "He would never be brx>ught to diicourfe of publick: 
** matters in private conversation ; but in quel&on^ 0^ 
« law, Avhen any lawyer put a cafe ta him, he wjus very* 
f< eommunicative, efpecially while he was at the bar: 
«< but when he came to the bench, he grew more referved^ 
** and would never fuiFer his opinion in any cafe to be 
« known till he was obliged to declare it judicially ; andi 
<< he concealed his opinion in great cafes io carefully^. 
«< that the reft of the judges ta the i^me. court could ne- 
«c ver perceive it : his reafon was, Becaufe every Judge^ 
« ought to give fentence acccording ta his own perfuafiV 
<« on and confcience, and not to be fway'd by any refpe^. 
" or deference to another man's opinion : aad by this. 
f < means it hath happened fometimes, that when all the: 
'< barons of the exchequer had delivered their opinions^. 
** and agreedin their reafons and arguments ; yet he com-^ 
<* ing to fpeak laft, and differing in judgment.frora them,, 
hath exprefl: hlmfelf with fo nuich weight and iblidity,. 
« that the barons; have immediately retcadlled their yote$^ 
.<< and concurred with him. He hath fat as a judge in all' 
«« the courts of law, and in two of them as chief, but 
« ilill where ever he fat, all buiijpieis of coafequence foK 
«* lowed him, and no man was content tafit down by the 
M judgment of any othev court, till the cafe were brought 
<« belFore him, to fee whether he were of the fame mind ; 
** and i)i$ opinion being once known, men did readily 
** acquiefce in it ; and it was very rarely feen, that any 
.** man attempted ta luring it about a^m, and he tliat did 
** fo, did it upon great diiadvantages, and was always 
<« look'd upon as a very contentious perfon, fo that 
** what Cicero fays, of Brutus, did very often happen to 
" him, Etiam quos contra J} at uit tfqpi placatofqite dlmlfit^ 
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^ Sordid men reverence His judgment and opinion in 
^ courts of Ja:w only : but liis authority was as great ia 
** courts of equity, and the fame refpedt and fubmiifioa' 
** was paid to him -there- too ; and this appeared not only; 
•* in his own court of equity in ther exchequer chamber^. 
** but in the chaiKery too ; for thither he was often called' 
** to advife and aifill the lord chancellor, or lord keeper 
^ for the time beings and if the caufe were of difficult ex- - 
^ aminationr, or intricated aad entangled with variety of 
^ fettlements, no man- ever (hewed a more clear and dif* 
** cerning judgment : if it weret)f greatvalue, and great' 
** perfons interefted in it, no man ever fhewed* greater* 
•* courage and integrity i|i laying^aiidealVTefpc^of per-* 
** fons: when he came to deliver his c^inion^ healways- 
** put his difcourfe into fuch a method; that one part of 
^ it gave light to the other, and where the pooceedings of^ 
•<• chancery might prove inconvenient tO' the iubje^, he- 
•* never fpared to obferve and reprove them : and froo^ 
** hisobfervatiiMisand difcourfe^, the chancery hath takei^i 
** occaiion to eftabliik^many* of thofe rules by which iC: 
govemsitfelf at tHiyday> ** ' 

He did look upon equity asa part of the common law,^ 
•* andcmeof the grounds of it; and therefore as near as; 
•* be could, be did always reduce it to certam rules, and^ 
« principles^ that mei* might ftudy it as a fcience, and nor 
♦« think the adminiftFation of it bad any thing- arbitrary* 
** in It. Tliuseminent was this man in every ftatibn, and? 
«* into what court ibevef he was called, he quickly made^: 
**>- it appear, that he deferved the chief feat there, 

•* As greaf a lawyer as he was, he would never fuffcc • 
•* the imdbiefs of law to prevail againil confcience ; a^- 
'* great a chanceUor as he was, he wouM make u£e of alti 
^•* 4^ niceties and fubtilties in law when tt tended to* 
" fnpport right and equity. But nothing was more ad* 
«* mtrabTe in htm, than his patience : he did notaffedt- 
the* reputation of qutcknefs and difpatchj* l>y a hafty 
smd captious hearing of the council : he would bear 
with the mcaneft, and give- every man his fell fcope; 
thinking it much l^e'tter-to lofe time than patience : in 
«• futnming up of an evidence to a jury, he* would always 
*♦- require the bar to interrupt him, if he did mfftake, and 
^ to pjQC^hiin in mind of it, if hedid-forg^t the leaftcir- 
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cttToibmGe ; fome judges have been diftefbedl aft t^br 
as a rudnefs, which he always looked upon as a ferv^ 
« smd refpe^ dofie to him* 

^ His whole life was nochtng elfe but a continiialr 
courfe of labour and induftry, and when he could bor- 
row any time ft-om the publick fervice, it was wholly^ 
employed either in philofophical or divihe meditations^ 
** and even that was apublidc.ienrtce too, as it hatk 
** proved; for they have occafioned hb writing of fucb 
'* treatifes,, as are become the choiceft entert^nment of 
'< wife and good men, and the world hathrcafon to wilK' 
'* that more o£ them were printed t he that confiders the 
adtive part of his life, and with what unwearied dili-* 
gence and application of mind he difpatched all menv 
buiinefs which came under his care, will wonder hovp 
he could %id any time for contemplation : he that con^ 
fiders again the various ihidies he pall through » and the 
many collections and obfervations he hath made, may 
as juilly wonder how he could find any time for a<^on : 
but no man can w6nder at the exemplary piety and in*» 
^ nocence of Aich a liff^ Co fpent as this was ; wherein a9 
*' he was careful ta avoid every idle word, fo 'tis mantfeft 
he never ipent an idle day. They who conie far ihort 
of this ^at man, will be* apt enough to think that this 
is a. panegyrick, which indeed is a hiilory, and but a 
little p^rt of that hiftory which was with greac truth to 
be rei^Ated of him : men who defpair of attai|iing fuclt 
perfection, are not willing to believe that any maa 
elfe did ever arrive at fuch a height. 

H( was the greateAr lawyer of the age^ and might 
have had what pradHce he pleafed ; but though he did 
mpft confcientioufly affed.the labours of his profefixon, 
yet at the fame time, he defpifed the gain of it, and 
**' of thofe profits which he would allow himielf to re- 
ceive, he always fet apart a tenth penny for the poor, 
which be ever difpcnfed with that fecrecy, that they 
** who were relieved, feldom or never knew their bene* 
" fe^or: he took more pains to avoid the honoui;i» and 
♦* preferments of the gown, than others do to compals 
•* them* His modefty was beyond all example ; for 
** where fome men, who never attained to half his know^ 
** lege, have been puffed up with a high conceit of 
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^' lliemfeltts, and have alKe&d ftltr decafioiu of nu£ng- 
*< their owa dkem by d^reciating: other men ; he, 00 
«* the contrary, \^s the mod obliging man that ever 
«* pradlifed : if a young gentleman happened to be re- 
** tained to argue a point in law,, where he was on the 
** contrary fkie, he would very often mend cht ol^edions 
** when he came to repeat them^ and always commend 
** the gentleman if there were room for it, and one good ^ 
** word of his was of more advantage to a young anaisXf 
** than a41 the favour oi the court could be." 

Having thus far purfued his^ hidory and character, in 
the publtck and exemplary parjts of his life, without in-> 
terrupting the thread of the relation, with what was pri« 
vate and doitiellick; i fliall conclude with a (hort account 
•fthefe. . '^ 

He was twice married, his firft wife was Anne, daughter 
of Sir Henry More, of Faly in Berkfhire, grand- child to 
Sir Francis More, feijeant at law; by her he had ten chil- 
dren, the four firA died young, the other fix lived to be 
ail married : and he out- lived them all, except his cideft 
daughter, and his youngeft'fon, who are yet alive* 

His elded fon, Robert, married Frances the' daughter of ' 
Sir Francis Chock, of Avington in Berkfhire, and they both 
dying in a little time one auter another, left five children ; 
two fons, Matthew and Gabriel, . and three daughters, 
Anne, Mary, and Frances ; and by the judge's advice, they 
both made him their executors; £q he toc^ his grand-chi^ 
dren into his own care, and among them he left his eftate. 

His fecond fon, Matthew, married Anne the daughtei^ 
of Mr. Mattliew Simmonds, of Hrlily, in Glocefterihire, 
who died foon after, and left one fon behind him named 
Matthew. 

His third fon, Thomas, Ynarried Rebekah, the daugk<> 
ter of Chriftian le Brune, a Dutch merchant, and died 
without ifTue. 

His fourth fon, Edward, married -Mary, the daughter 
cf Edmund Goodyue, Efq; of -Hey thorp, in Oxfordlhirei 
and dill lives ; he has two fox^, and three daughters. 
- His eldeft daughter, Mary, was married to Edward 
Alderley, fon of ^dward Alderiey, of Inuifhannon, in the 
county oif Cork in Ireland, who dying, left her with two 
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feu and thi^e daughteFS : fhe is fiace married to EdtinunS 
Step&eas, Ton to £dward Stephens/ Efq; of Glimiigtoas- 
ia Glocefterfliire. 

His young^ft daughter, Elizabeth, was^ married XO? 
Edward Webb^^fq; Barrifter at law ; fhedied,r leaving' 
two children, a; fbn and a daughter. 

His^fecond wife was^ Anne, the daughter of Mr; Jofeph^ 
Biihopy. of Falkly, in Bei4:(hire, by whoib he had no chili^ 
dren : he gives her a grtatcharader in his will, as a moft 
dutiful, faithful,, and loving 3vif(B^; and thereforct^trufled' 
the breeding of hb grand-children to her cai%, and left 
her one (tf his executors,^ to^'wheni>^e joined' Sir JRroberr 
JenVinfon, and Mr. Gibbon; So much may f^ffice^ of thofer 
defcended from hiim« 

in after ^imes, ic is not to be .doubted, but it wilTbe 
Kckoned no finall honour to derive fron^ him ; and thr*^ 
has made me more partkular in reckoning up his iiTue* 
lihalV next give an account o^ the iflues of his mmd;. 
his books, that are either printed, or remain in manu* , 
icrtpt ; for the laft of thefe, by his will. Be has forbid the; . 
printahg of any of them after his. death, except fuch as .^. 
lie fhould give order fbr m his life : btit he feems to havo^ 
changed his mind afterwards, and to have left it to the 
diff:retion of his executors, which of them might bc^ 
printed ; fiN* thoiigh^he does not exprefs that, yet he or->^ . 
dered l^yacodidl, ** That if any book of his writing, as- . 
** ¥^ touching the common law as other fiibje^s^y 
^ ffaoukl be printed ; then what ihonld be given for the 
** confideration of the copy, fhould be divided into ten 
** fhares, of which he appointed fcven to go among his- 
^' fervants, and three to^ thoie who had copied' thenx 
^< out, and were to look after the impreffion/' The 
reafon, as 1 have underftood it, that made him fb unwiK 
Hng to l)^ve any of his works printed after his deaths . 
was, ' ** That he apprehended in the }icenfmg,them; 
•* (which was neceffary before any book could be lawfuk 
*< ly printed, by a law then in fbree^' burfincehis death' 
'' determined) fome things might have been (Iruck out; 
" or altered ;" which he had observed, not without f6m« 
indignation, had been done to a part of the reports of 
one whom he bad much eileemed. 
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** Tliis h& matters of law, be faid, miglit proTc tb Be or 
^* fucb mUchievous coaiequence, that he thereupon re- 
^< folved none of his writmgs ihould be at the mercy of li- 
** cencers;*' aad therefore, becao& hie was not fore that 
they ihouid be publifhed without expurgations or imbrpo- 
iatioiis, he forbid the prin&g any of them ; m which he 
afterwards made fbme ahxration, at lead he gave occa- 
fion by 1^ codicil, ta iniep that he altered his mind. 

This I have the more fully explained, that his laft will 
may be. no way miiunderftood, and that his worthy exe- 
cutors, and his hopeful grand- childrea, may not concludt 
themiehres to be under an indiTpeniible obligation*, of de- 
privmg the publick of hk excellent writmgs» 

The C ON C L U S I O !!•► 

THUS lived smd died Sir Iblatthew Hafe, the renown^ 
ed lord chief juitice of England : he had one of the 
blefllngs ^virtue in the higheft meafure of any of the age, 
ibat does not always follow it, which wa9, that he was t»- 
niverfally much valued and admired by men of all fidet 
and perfuaCions. For as nose could hate him: biit fpr Im 
jiuftice aoid virtues,^ fa the geeaf eftimadoQ he was gene* 
l^^ly in, -made, that few duvil undertake to defend Co'itt- 

{ratefiil a paradox, as any thing faid to h&n him, would 
ave appeared to be. Ht$> name is fcarce^ever mentioned^ 
iince his 'death, without ps^ticular accents of fingular re- 
fped. His opinion ^ in. points of law, generally pailes as an. 
QiKontrolabkt authority, and is often pleaded in aii the 
courts of jjuftice: and aU that kiiew him well, dodili fpeak 
of him a& one of tin perfei5l)cft patterns of religtoa aad vir- 
tue they ever faw. 

The cQmmendatsoo5 given ham by alt (brts of people are 
fuch» that I can hardly come under the cenfures of this, 
age, forany thing 1 have faid concerning him; yet if this 
book live& to after -time^, it will be tooked on perha|>s as 
a pidurei drawn mM>Fe according to fancy and invention^ 
than after the life, if it were not, that thoie who knew 
him well, efkiblilhing its credit in the prefent age, will* 
make U pa& dowa^ to tihe next widi a clearer aut^rity. 
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I ftall purAic ius^praife no farther in 1x17 own vi^iirSf^ 
but fhall add what the prefent lord chancellor of £ng1and" 
faid concemiBg him, when he deKvered' the commiffio^ 
to the lord chief }a(lice.|Lainsfi>rd, who fucceeded'him m^ 
that office; which he began in this manner. 

** The vacancy of the feat of the chief juftrce of this 
** court, and that by a way and means fo unufua^ as the 
^ refignation of him, that lately held it ; and thfs too^ 
proceeding from £0 deplorable a caufe, as the infirmity^ 
of that body, which- began to forfake the ableft mind* 
that ever precided here, hath filled the kingdom with, 
lamentations, and given the king many^ and penHve 
thoughts, how to fupply that vacancy again." And 
a littlfi after, fpeaking to his fucceflbr, he faid, " The. 
very labours of the place, and that weight and fatigue 
** of bufinefs which attends it, are no finall difcourage- 
** ments ; for, what fhoulders may not juftly fear that 
•* burden, which made him (loop that went before you t 
«* Vet, I confefs, you have a greater difcouragement than* 
" the mere burden of your place ; and chat is, theinimr*^ 
•* table exampk of yourlaft predeceifor : Onerofum ejt 
•* fucedere bono principi^ was- the faying' oP hihi in the 
^* psnegyriek; and "you vnll find it fo too, that are to 
•* fuc<seed ftich a chief juftice^ of fo indefatigable an in* 
«« duftry^ fo invincible a patienee, fo exem^Ktryan integri* 
** ty, and'fb maenanimous a^centempt of worldly things^ 
" without which no man can be trvrly great ; and to all"^ 
^ this, a man that was fQ-abfolutc a mafter of the fcience 
" of the law, and even of the moft abftrufe and hidden 
^ parts^of it, that one may truly fay of his knowlege in the 
«* law, what St. Auftin faid of St. Hierom's knowlege ia 
divinity, ^jiod Hieronymu^ Mf€iv'tP% niUlur mortaliunr 
unquam fcivit . A nd therefore the king would'not fuffer 
** htmfelf to part witk fb great a m2ui,.tilLhe had placed 
^ upon him all^tbe marks of bounty amf efteemj whicll 
** his retired and weak condition, was capable of.** 

To this high chara^er, in which the expreffions, as 
the; well: became the etequenee of hims who pronounced' 
them, fo they do agree exaftly to the fubje^, without the 
abatements that are often to-be maderrhetorTck: I (hall 
add* that part of the lord chief jufticeV.aafwep, .in whichr^ 
he fpeaks o£ his predcceiToc ' 
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V A periba, in whom his eminent virtues, and 
"^ deep' leammg, kave long managed a conteft for the fu- 
<^ periorky, which is not decided to this day ; nor will 
:*< it ever "^ determined, I fuppofe, which ihall get the 
** upper hand. A peribn that hasiat in this court thefe 
^* many years, of whoie anions tliere, I have been an 
** eye tad ear witneis^ that by the greatnefs of his lear- 
**• ning always charmed Hs auditors to reverence and 
^* attention; aperfon, of whom, I think, I may boldly 
f* fay. That as former times cannot fhew any fuperior 
:*' to him, fb I am confident* fucceeding and future time 
^* will never lliew. any equal. Thele confiderations, 
heightened by what I have heard firom your lordlhip 
ccmceming him, made. me anxious and doubtful, and 
^^ put me to a (land, howl (hould fucceedfo able, fo good* 
** and fb great a vosm : it d©th*very much trouble me, 
^< that I, who, in comparifbn of him, am but like a 
candle lighted in the fun-(hine, or like a gloe-worm at 
mid- day, ihould fueceed fb great a perfon, that is, and 
will be fb eminently famous to all poflerity ; and I muft 
ever weat* this motto in my breaft, to comfort uiq, . and 
** in my adions, t/D eKU& me. : ; 

.J" • . ,. • 

Sequitutt quamvh non pajihus ^quk^ . 

. Thus were panegyricks made upon him while yet ;^ive, 
in that fame court of juflace which he had fb worthily go* 
vemed. , As he was honoured while ht lived^ fb hfi was 
much lamented Vhen he died : and this #ill ftflrbf^ aq? 
Jmowleged as'a juft infcription for lus memory, though 
Ills modeftj forbid any fuch to be put on his tomb-ftone. 

THAT HE WAS ONE OF THE GREATEST 
iPATTEilNS THIS AGE HAS AFFORDED, 
WHETHER IN HIS PRIVATE DEPORT- 
JMJENT, AS A CHRISTIAN, OR IN HIS PUB- 
%\QYi EMPLOYMENTS, EITHER AT THE 
BAR OR ON THE bench: 
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Dear CiiiLDitfeii, 

I INTENDED tt> hxvt been ftt Alderiey this Whit*- 
ftmtide, defirous to renew thoie counfels and advices 
w&ich I have often given you, in order to your greateil 
concernment ; namely, tlie everiafting good and welfare 
of yoiur fouls hereafter, and the due orderuig of your lives 
and converiktions here^- 

And although young peOf>)e ait api, through their own 
indiicretton, or the tU advice of others, to think thef^ 
lund of entertainments but dry and empty matters, and 
the morofe and needled interpofitions of <Ad men ; yet 
give him leave to tell you, that very well knows what he 
£iy8, theft diings are of more importance and concern* 
ment to you, than external gifts and bounties ; wherein'> 
nevertheless, I have not b^en wadng to you, according 
Co my ability. 

This was my intention, in this journey; and tho' t 
iiavebeen diiappcnnted therein, yet I thought good, by 
letters and me&ges, to do ibmething that might be done 
that way for your benefit, that I had o^r\^ intended 
to have done in perfon. 

A^Ture youiielves therefore, and believe it from one 
diat knows what he fays, from One that can neither have 
any reafon, or end to deceive you, that the beft gift I 
«an give you, is good counfel ; and the beft counfel I can 
give you, is that which relates to your greateft import 
and concernment; namely, religion. 

And, therefore^ fmce I cannot, at this time, deliver it 
to you in peribn, I (hall do it by this letter; wherein 1 
fhall tiot be veiy large, but keep myfelf within the bounds 
proper £dr a letter ; and to thofe things only, at this time, 
< which may be moft of prefent ufe and moment to you : 
>ttd» by your due obftrvance of thefe diredions, I (hall 
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-4ave a good character, both of your dutifiilnefs to God, 
:5rour obedience to yout father, and alio of your difcrction . 
-and prudence ; for it is mod certain, that as religioa is the 
beft means to advance and redify human nature, fo no 
xnan Ihall be either truly wife, or truiy happy without it, 
-and the love of it ; no, not in this life, much lefs in that 
which is to come. 

1 . Therefore every morning and every evening, upon 
-your knees, humbly commend yourfeivcs to almighty God 

in prayer, begging his mercy to pardon your fins, his 
^race to direS you, his providence to protedl you ; re- 
turning him humble thanks for all his difpenfations to- 

' wards you ; yea, even for his very corredions and afflic- 
iions; intreating him to give you wifdora and grace, 
to make a fober, patient, humble, profitable ufe of them ; 

. and, in his due time, to deliver you from them ; con- 
cluding your prayers with the Lord's prayer. This will 
be a certain means to bring your mind into a right frame ; 
to procure you comfort and blefling, and to prevent 
thoufands of inconveniencies and mifchiefs, to which 
you will be otherwife fubjedled. 

2 . Every morning read ferioufly and reverently a por- 
tion of the holy fcripture, and acquaint yourfelf with the 
hiftory and doctrine thereof: it is a book full of light and 
wifdom, vnW make you wife to eternal life, and furnilh 
you with directions and principles, to guide and order your 
life fafely and prudently. 

3. Conclude every evening with reading fbme part of 
the fcripture, and prayer in your fanaily. 

4. Be ftri(5t and religious obfervers of the Lord's day ; 
refort to your parifli church twite that day, if your health 
will permit, and attend diligently and reverently to the 
public^ prayers and fermons : he cannot reafonably expc(5t 
a blefling from God the reft pf the week, that neglects 
his duty to God, in the due confecration of this day to the 

• Special fervice and duty to God, which this day requires, 

5. Receive the facrament, at leaft, three times in the 
year, and oftner, as there is occafion, in your pariih 
church. The laws of the land require this» and the law 

' of your Saviour requires it, and the Uw of duty and gra- 
titude requires it of you. Prepare yourfelves ferioufly 
fpr this fervice b;:fore-hand, and perform it with reverence 
Vol. I. G and 
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and thaiikfulnefs ; the negledk of diis dptj procures great 
tnconvenience and llrangenefs ; and coajmoply the ne- 
gle<5t hereof arifeth from .fome conceited opinion that 
people inconfidetateJy take up ; but moft ordinarily from 
a fluggUhnei's of mind, and an unwillingnefs to fit and pre- 
pare the mind for it ; or to leave fome (inful and vaia 
courfe, that men are not wilHng to leave, and yet con- 
demn themfclves in the pradice of k. 

6. Beware of thofe that go about to ffcduce you from 
that religion wherein you have been brought up hitherto; 
namely, the true Proteftant religion : it is not unknown 
to any that oblerves the Hate of things in the world, how 
many erroneous religions are fcattered abroad in the 
world ; and how induftrious men of falfe perfuafions are 
to make profelytes. There are Antinomians, Quakers, 
Anabaptiits, and divers others that go about to miflead 
themfelves and others ; nay, although the laws of this 
kingdom, and elpecially the ftatute of 23. Eliz. cap, i. 
have infliifled the fevered penalty upon thofe that g,o 
about to withdraw perfons to the Romifb religion, from 
the religiwi eftablifhed in England, as any man that reads 
the ftatute, may find; yet there are fcattered up and 
down the world divers fadlors and agents, that, under 
feveral difguifes and pretence ende^ivour the perverting 
of weak and eafy perfons : take heed of all fuch pcrfua- 
der_s^ And that you may know and obierve the better, 
you fhall ever find thefe artifices pra<5lifed by them. 

1 . They wiU ufe all flatti^-ing applications^ and jnfi- 
nuations to be mafter of your humour,, and when they 
have gotten that advantage, they that leemed before to 
Icrve you, will then coqjmand you, 

2 . They will ufe all poillble fkill , to raife in you jealouff 
and diflike towards thofe that may otherwiie continue, 
and keep you in the truth ; as to raife diflike in you again ft 
your minifter; nay, rather than fail, to raife di^entiou 
among relations; yea, to caft jealoufies and farmifes 
among them, if it may be inftrumentai to corrupt them. 

3 . They will endeavour to withdraw people from the 
publick mini dry of God's word, encourage men to (light 
and negledl it : and ^yhen they have once eflPe^d this, 
they have a fair opportunity to infufe their own corrupt 
principles. 
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4, They will engage you, by fome means or other, to 
them ; cither by feme real, but more ordinarily by fome 
pretended kindnefs or familiarity ; that, in a little time, 
you ihall not dare to difpleafe them ; you muft do and 
fpcak what they will have you, becaufe fome way or 
other you are in tangled with them, or ingaged to tnem ; 
and then they' become your governors, and you will not 
dare to contradrd, or difobey ^hem. 
• Thefe are feme of thofe artifiecs whereby crafty and 
fiibtile fcducers gain prolelytes, and bring men under 
captivijy. 

7. Be very careful to moderate your pafllons, cfpeci- - 
ally of choler and anger; it inflames the blood, diforder* 
the brain, andl, for the time, exterminates not only reli- 
gion, but comtmon reafon; it puts the mind mtoconfufi- 
on, and throws wild- fire into the tongue, whereby men 
give others advantage againft them ; it renders a man un- 
eapable of doing his duty to God, and puts a man upon 
a6ts of violence, wnrighteoufnefs, and in}uftice to men : 
therefore keep your paillorrs under difctpline, and under 
as ftrid a chain as you wpuld keep an unruly curft raaftrflF: 
look to it, that you give it not too much line at firft. But 
if it hath gotten any fire within you, quench it prcfently, 
with eonSderation ; and let it not break out into paffio-* 
nate, or unruly words or aftFons ; but, whatever you doj. 
let it not gangrene into malice, envy, or fpight. 

8. Send your children early to learn their catechifm, 
that they may take in the true principle* of religion be- 
times, which may grow up withr them, and habituate themt 
both to the knowlege and pranflife of it ; that they may 
efcape the danger of corruption- by error or vice, being 
antecedently feafoned with better principles, 

9. Receive the bleffings of God, with very much thank- 
fulnefs to him, for he is the root and fountain of all the 
good you do, or can receive^ 

10. Bear all a-ffliAions and crofles patiently ; it is your 
duty, for afllidions come not from the duft. The great- 
Cod of heaven and earth is he that fends th^ffe meflen- 
gers to you, though poflihly evil occurreioccs may be the 
immediate inftruments of -them : you owe to almighty 
God an infinite fubje<5lion atid obedience, and to etpoftu- • 
late with him^, is rebellion ; and as it is your duty, fo it is-* 
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your "wifdomy and your prudeikce i unpatte^ce will not 
difcLarge your yoke, but it will make it gall the worie^ 
and fit tlie harder* 

1 1 . Learn not only patience under your affliilions, but 
alfo profitably to improve them to your foul's good : leanx 
by them how vain and unprofitable things the world, and 
the pleaiures thereof, are, that a iharp, or a lingring fick-- 
nefs renders utterly tailelefs. Learn how vain and weak 
a thing humaa nature is, which is pulled dowuto^the 
gates of death, and cloathed with rottennefs and cocruption,. 
by a little diforder in the blood, in a nerve, in a vein, ia 
an artery. And fince we have fo Kttle hold ©£ a tempo- 
ral life, which is fhaken and flbattered by any fiaaaU occur* 
rence, accident, or diftemper : learn to lay hold of etcr^ 
nal life, and of that covenant of peace and falvation,, 
which ChriH hath brought for all that believe, and obey 
the gofpel of peace and ialvation : there fhall be no death,, 
BO iicknefs, no pain, no weaknefs, but a ftate of unchange* 
able, and everlafting happinefs : and if you thus improve 
afilidlion, you are gainers by it ; and moft certain it is,, 
that there is no more probable way under the heaven ta 
be delivered from afflidion, if the wife. God fee it fiyt,. thaa 
thus to improve it i for afflidion is a mefTengcr, and the 
rod hath a voice y. and that is, to require mankind to be. 
the more patient, and the more humble, and more ta 
acknowlege almighty God in all our ways : and if men 
li^en to this voice of the rod, and conform to it> the rod 
hath done his errand ; and either will leave a man, or at 
leaft give a man fingular comfort, even imder the (harpeft 
aiflidion : and this " afflidion, which is but for a mo- 
** ment, thus improved* will work for us an exceeding 
.♦* and eternal weight o^ glory." 

1 2. Reverence your minifter ; he is a wif^, and a good 
man, and one that loves you, and hath a tender care and 
refped for you : do not grieve him,, either by negled, or 
difrefped. Affure yourfelves, if there be any perfon, 
that iets any of you againft him, or provokes, or incou- . 
rageth any of you to deipife, or negled him ; that per- 
fon, whoever he be, loves not you, nor the office he 
bears: and therefore as the laws of the land, and the. 
divine providence, hath placed him at Alderley, to havc^ 
a care of your fouls ; fo I mult tell you, I do e^ped you 
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fliould reverence and honour liim for his own, for your,, 
and for his ojB5ce-fkke. 

And now I have written this loii?, epiftle to you, to 
perform that office for me, that I ihould have done iu' 
perfbn, if I could have taken this journey. The epiftle- 
is long, but it had been longer, if 1 had had more time. 
And though perchance fome there may be in the world, 
that, when they hear of it, will interpret it to be but the- 
cxcurlions and morole rules of old age, unneceflary, and 
fuch as might have been fpared ; yet 1 am perfuaded, it will* 
find better acceptation thereof, from you that are my 
children. I am now on the fhady frde of threefcore years,, 
I wTite to you, what you have often heard m« m fubftance 
/peak : an^ poffibly, when I (hall leave this worjd, yoa- 
will want fuch a remembrancer as 1 have been to you. 
The words that I now, and at former times have written?= 
to yog, are Wrds of truth and fobemefs; and words, 
and advices that proceed from a heart full of love antT 
afFedion to you all. If I ftiould fee you do amifs in any 
thing, and Ihould not reprove you ; or, if I- fhoald findi 
you want counfe! and dire<ftion, and (hould not give it^, 
1 (liould not perform the truft of a father; and, if you 
Ihould not thankfully receive it, you would be fomewhat 
defeftjve in the duty you owe to God and me, as children. 
As l4}ave never fpared my purfe to fupply you, according: 
to my abilities, and the reafonablenefs of occafions ; fo IJ 
havie never been wanting to you in good and prudent: 
counfels ; and the God of heaven give you' wifdom',^ 
conftancy, and fidelity in the obfervancc of them.. 



ram,- 



20th May. Your ever loving Fatheri- 



Matthew If a l e; • 
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Child&en. 

Concerning their Speech* 

CHliDKIlf, 

IT H A N K God I came well to Farrmgton diis Sa^r* 
day, about Qiyt of die clock; and, becaufe I have 
ibme leiilire time at mj inn, I coutd not fpend that time 
more to tnj own contentment, and your benefit, than by 
my letter, to give you all good counfcl : the fubjedli 
-whereof, at this time, fhall be concerning fpeech; becauie 
much of the good or evil that befals perfons, doth occa- 
iionally happen by the well or ill managing of that part 
of human conversation. 1 fliall, as I have leifure and 
opportunity, at other times, give you my dire<5Hon5 con- 
cerning other fubje<5ts , 

And herein I fball advife you, firft, How you are t<^ 
entertain the fpeeches of others, according to the divers 
varieties thereof* Secondly, How you are to manage and 
order your own fpeech^ 

1, As concerning the former, obferve thefe diredions. 
X. Obferve and mark, as well as you may, what is the 

temper and difpofition of thofe perfons, whofe fpeeches 
you hear, whether they be grave, ferious, fober, wiie^ 
difcreet per{<ms ; if they be fuch, their fpeeches common- 
ly are like themfelves, and will deferve your attention 
and obfervation. But if -*they be light, impertinent,, 
vain,* paffionate perfons, their fpeech is, for the moft 
part, according; and the beft advantage that you will 
gain by their ipeech, is .but thereby to learn their difpo- 
utions, to difcem their failings, and to make youdelves 
the more cautious, both iin your confervation with them, 
and in your cwn fpeech and deportment ; for, iu the un- 
feemlinefs of their fpeech, you may better difcem and a« 
void the like in yourfelves, 

2. If any perfon, that you do not verjr well know to 
beaperfonof truths fobricty, and weight, relate ftrange 
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fiories, bo no^ toor^?i4y pr cafy to brficve tliem^ Bor re^ 
port theip after him : and yet (vinlefs he be one of your 
familiar acquaintance) be not too forward to^ contradi<5t 
ijim 5 or if the nece(Uty of the occafion require you to 
declare your opinion ci" what is fo reported, let it be 
TOodeft^y and gently, not too bluntly or coarfely ; by 
this means, on the one iide> you ftall avoid being abufed 
by your too much credulity ; on the other fide, you iball 
avo^d quarrels, and diftafte. * 

3. It any man fpeak any thing to the difad '^antage or 
reproach of one that is abf^nt, be pot too ready to believe 
k, only obferve and remember it ; for it may be, itis?io|- 
true, or it is not all true, or fome other circumftaucea 
were mingled with it, which might give the bufinefs re- v' 
ported a juftification, or at leaft art allay, an extenuation^ 
or a reafonable excufe : in moft adipnsj^ if that which is 
bad alone, or feems to be fo, be reported, omitting that 
which is good> or the circumftances that accompany it, 
any a^ion may be eafily mifreprefented ; be not too hafty 
therefore to believe a reproach, till you know the truth, 
and the whole truth » 

4. If any perfon report unto you fome injury done tp 
you by another, either in words or deeds, do not be over 
hafty in believing it, nor fuddenly angry with the perfon 
fo acGufed ; for poffibly it may be falfe or miftaken j and, 
how unfeemly a thing will it be, when your creduJity^ 
and paffion, fhall perchance carry you, upon a fuppore4 
injcHT', ' to do wrpne to him tbat hath done you tione ; 
or, at leaft, when the bottom and truth of the accufatioii 
is kuown, you will be aihamed of your pafllon ? believe 
not a reporl^, till the party accufed be heard; and if the 
report be true, yet be not tranfported either with paQion, 
Jiafty anger, pr revenge^ for that will be your own tpr- 
^l$nt and perturbation; ever, when a perfon is accufed, 
or reported tp have injured you, before you give your- 
/elf leave to be angry, think with yoi^rfelf, why flioul4 
I be angry before I ajaa cert^itn it U true ? or, if it be true, 
how can I tell how much I flwuld be angry till | know 
the whole matter \ though, it may be, he hath done me 
wrong, yet ppjQIbly it is not fo much as it is reprefented, 
or it was done by miftakc, or, it n\^y be, Jie is fprry for 
.it : I Fill not be angry tiU I know there be caufe, and if 

there 
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there be caafe, yet I will not be angry, till I know the 
whole caufe, for till then, if I muft be angry at all, yet 
I know not how much to be angry ; it may be it is not 
worth my anger, or, if it be, it may be it deferves but 
a little. This will keep your mind and carriage, up- 
on fnch occafions, in a due temper and order ; and will 
difappoint malicious or officious tale bearers. 

5 . tf a man, who !e integrity you do not very welFknow; 
makes you great and extraordinary profeflions and promi fes, 
give him as kind thanks as may be, but give not much cre- 
dit to5t : caft about with yourfelf what may be the reafoa 
of this wonderful kindnefs ; it is twenty to one but you will 
find fomething tliat he aims at, belldes kihdnel's to you : it 
may be he hath fomething to beg or buy of you, or to fell 
to you, or fome fuch bargain that fpeaks out, at leaft,'his 
own advantage, and not yours; and if he ferve his turn upon, 
you, or if he be difappointed, his kindnefs will grow cool. 

6. if a man flatter and commend you to your face, or 
to one that he thitiks will tell you of it, it is a thoufand to 
one, either he hath deceived and abufed you ibme way, 
or means to do fo: remember the fable of the fox, com- 
mending the fmging of thetrrow, when fhe had fomewhat 
in her mouth that the foj. liked. 

7 . !f a perfon be cholerick, paflTonate, and gfve you ill 
language ; remember, i . Rather to pity him, than to be 
moved into anger and paffion with him; fbrmoft certainly 
that man fs in a dirtempcr and dilbrder; obferve him calm- 
ly, and you (hall fee him In fo much perturbation and dif^ 
turbancc, that you will eafily believe he is not a pattern to 
be imitated by ypu; and therefore return not choler nor 
anger, for angry words : for you do but put yourfelf into- 
a kind of frenzy, becaufe you fee him fo. 2 . Be fnre you re* 
tuna not railing, reproaching, or reviling for reviling, for 
it doth but kindle more heat, and you will find filence, or, 
at leaft, very gentle words, the moft exquifite rerenge of re- 
proaches that can be ; for either it will cure tlie diftemper 
in the other^ and make him fee and be forry for his paflion, 
or it will torment him with more perturbation and diftur- 
bance. But howfoever it keeps your innocence, gives you' 
deferved reputation of wifdom and moderation, and keeps 
up the ftrenity and compofure of your mind ; whereas 
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pafficA) and asger^ d<x make si noan unfit for any) thing 
that becomes him» as a n)an, or a Chriftian^ 

8. Some men are excdlent in knowlege of hufi>andry ; 
£)me of planting, fome of gardenings, fome m the mathe-» 
maticks, fome in one kind> fome in another: in all youp 
converfation, learn as near as you can, wherein the fkill 
and excelknce of any peribn lies, and put him upon talk 
of that fub}e£i, and obferve it, and keep it in memory or 
"writing; by this means Jpu will glean up the worth and 
excellence of every perfon you meet with, and at an eafj^ 
rate put together that which may be for your i^fe upon all 
occafions. 

9. Converfe not with a liar, or afwearer, or a man of 
obfcene or wanton language; for cither he will corrupt you^ 
or at lead it will hazard your reputation to be one of the likQ 
making ; and, if it do neither, yet will £11 your votmoTf 
with fuch difcourfes, that will be troubdefom to you in af-' 
tertime, and the returns of the remembrance of the paiTa-^ 
ges which you long fince heard of this nature, will haunt 
you when your tjioughts Ihould be better iiyployed^ 

II. Now as concerninff your own fpeech, and how jOKk 
are ta manage it ; fon&tfalng^ may .b|^. collected out of 
what goes before^ but I fhaTl add foaie things elfe* 

1. Let your fpeech be true, aever fpeak any thing for- 
a truth, which you know, or beli^ye^ to be falfe : it is 9^ 
great fm againll-'God, that gave you a tongue to fpeak. 
your mind and not to fpeak a lie; it. is a great oflFence 
againft humanity itfelf, for where there is ao truth*, 
there can be no fafe fociety between vaafii and man : 
and it is an injury to the fpeaker ; for, befides the bafe 
diireputation it cails upon, him, i« doth in time, bring a 
man to that bafeneis of mind, that he can fcarce tdl how 
to tell truth, or to avoid: lying, even when he hajth no 
colour of Qecei&ty for it.; and in time he comes to fucb 
a pafs, that as another man cannot heUeve he tells a truth* 
ib he himfelf fcarce know« when be tells a lie : and, obfervic 
It, a lie ever returns, with diicovery and iham«.at the laft. 

2. As you muft be caireful ^ot to Ue^ £b you muft a.« 
void coming near it; you muft not equivocate, you muft. 
aot fpeak that abfolmefy, which you hj^ve but by hear« 
fe^y, or relation; you muft not fpeak that as upon k^U)V-- 
kge^,, which you have but by conje^ure or opinion only.- 
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3 . Let your words be few, efpecially wHcn your bet- 
ters, or ftrangers, or men of more experience, or under^ 
fianding, are in place ; for you do yourlejf at once two great 
mvfchiefs. i. You betray and difcover your own weak- 
nefs and folly. 2. You rob yourfclf of that opportunity i 
which you might otherwife have to gain knowlege, wif- ] 
dom, and experience, by hearing theofe that you filence by 1 
your impertinent talking, ' 

4. Be not over camcft, loud, or violent in talking, 
for it is unfeemly; and earneft and loud talking makes * 
you over- Iboot and lofe your bufmefs; when you fhooldr 
be confidering and pondering your thoughts, and how ta 
exprefs them fignificantly to the purpole, you are ftriv* 
nig to keep your tongue going, and to filence an op* 
ponent, not with reafbn, but with noife^ 

5. Be careful not to interrupt another m his talk, hear 
him out, you wiM underftand him the betteri and be 

'able to give him the better anfwer ; it may be, if you 
wjM give him leave, he will fay fomewhat more than 
you have yet heard, or weM underftood, or that which- 
you dfd not expc^P. ^ 

6. Always before you fpeak, efpeciaUy where the* 
bufine^s is of moment, confider before- hand, weigh the' 
fenfe of your mind, which you intend to utter, think 
upon the expreflions you intend to ufe, ^hat they be fig- 
nificant, 'pertinent, and inofFenfive; and' whereas it is- 
the ordinary courfe of inconliderate perlbns to fpeak their 
words, and then to think, or not to think till they fpeak ; 
think fird, and fpeak after, if it her in any matter of 
moment or ferioufnefs. 

7. Be willing to fpeak well of the abfent, if you do not 
Joipw they deierve ill: by this means you fhall make-, 
yourfeH" many friends, and fometimes an undeferved com- 
mendation, is not loft to the party to whom it is given : F 
have known fome men, that have met with an undeferv- 
ed commendation, out of fhame of being worfe than they 
have been reported', fecretly to take up pradliccs anfwer- 
able to their commend^tiicMx, and fo to make themfelves 
as good as they are reported, 

S, Be fure you give not an ill report to* any that you- 
are" not fure deferves it: and in moft cafes, tho' a man 
deferves ill, -yet you Ihould be very fparihg to report 
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Mm fo ; in fotne cafes indeed you are bound) in honcfty 
and juftice, to give that account concerning the demerit 
or default of aperfon that hedeferves ; as, naojely; whea 
you are called to give teitimoQy for the ending of a conr 
troverfy, or when the concealing of it may harden and 
€ncourag£ a perfon in an evil way, or bring another int9 
danger; in fuch cafes, the very duty of charity binds 
you to (peak youi* knowlege ; nay, your probable fear 
or fufpicion of fach a perfon, fo it be done for preven- 
tion of greater inconvenience, and in love, and efpecially 
if the dilcovery be made to a perfon that hath a fuperin- 
tendence, care or authority over the perfon complained 
,of ; for this is an a(S of love and duty. But for any per- 
fon, malicioufly, bufily, and with intent to fcandalize 
another, to be whifpering tales and (lories to the prejudice 
of another^ this is a fuult : if you know any good of any 
perfon, ^eak it as you have opportunity; if yon know 
any evil, fpeak it, if it be really and prudently done, 
for the good ^f him, and the fafety of others ; otherwiie 
rather chufe to fay iwthing, than to fay any thing re- 
j)roachfully, malicioufly, or officioufly, to his prejudice. 
o. Avoid fwearing in your ordinary communication, 
iinlefs called to it by the magiftrate, and not only the 
jgroiTer oaths, but the lefler ; and not only oaths« but im- 
precations, ^arneflt and deep proteftatiohs : as you have 
the commendable example of good meiito juftifyaTolema 
oath before a pfiagiiirate, fo you have ^e precept of our 
:Saviour forbidding it ©thervvife, 

10, Avoid fcoffing, and bitter, and biting jeering, and 
jefting, efpecially at your friend's condition, credit, de- 
formity, or natural defe£ls of any perfon ; for thefe leave 
a deep imprcffion, and are a moft apparent injuftice j; for, 
were you fo ufed, ,you would take it inwardly amifs ; 
and many timos Tuch an injury coAs a man c^ear, when 
Jie little thinks of it. 

11. Be very careful, that you give no reproachful, 
bitter, menacing or fpightful words to any perfon; nay, 
not to fervants, or otjhLcif perfons of an inferior condition ; 
and that upon thefe confiderations. i. There is not the 
Hieaneft* perfon but you may ftand in need of him in oi^e 
Itind, or at fpme.tin^e orotjier ; good.Ntords make friends, 
Ssad words make enemies ; it is the bell: prudence in the 

worl<l 
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world to make as many friends as honeftly you cttti% 
-cfpecially when it may be done at fo caiy a rate as a good 
word ; and it is the greateft folly that can be to make an 
^nemy by ill words, which do not at all any good to the 
|>arty that ufeth them, 2, 111 words provoke ill words 
^gain, and commonly fach ill words as are gained by fuch 
a provocation, efpecially of an Inferior, flick clofer, and 
wound deeper, than fuch as come unprovoked by iU 
language, or from an equal, 3 . Where faults are com- 
mitted, they may, and by a iuperior, muft be reproved 5 
but let it be done without reproaches, or bittemefs, other- 
wife it lofeth its dueendandufe, and, inftead of reforming 
the oflfence, exafperates the offender, and makes him 
vvorlc, and gives him the cudgel to ftrike again, becaufe 
it difcovers your own weaknefs when you are reprehen- 
ding another, and lays you juftly open to his reproof, and 
makes yoiu* own but fcomed and difefteemed : I preis 
this the rather, becaufe mod ordinarily ill language is 
the folly of childreil, and of weak and paffionate people, 

12. If there be occafion for you to fpeak in any com- 
pany, always be careful, if you fpeak at all, to ipeak 
iatefl, efpecially if ftrangers are in company; for, by 
this means, you will have the advantage of knowing the 
fenfe, judgment, temper, and relations of others, which 
may be a great light and help to you in ordering your 
Ipeech; and you "will' better know the inclination of the 
company, and fpeak with more advantage and acceptati- 
on, and with more fecurity againft giving oiFcnce. 

15. Be careful that you commend not yourfelves; it 
is the mod unufcful and ungrateful thing that can be : 
you fhould "avoid flattery ffom others, but efpecially de- 
cline flattering of yourfelves, -it is a fign your reputation 
is fmall and finking, if your own tongues muft be your 
* flatterers or commendcrs ; and it is- a fulfbme and unplea- 
ling thing for others to hear it. 

14, Abhor all foul, undean, and obfcene fpeeches; it 

^is'a fign that' the heart ts corrupt, and fuch kind of 

. ipeeches will make it worfe,. it 5^^11 taint and corrupt 

yourfelves, aiidthofe that hear it, and brings difreputa- 

tioil to thofe tbat'uie it. . 

15;. Never uie any prophane fpeeches, hofmakejefls 
of fcriptupc-cxprieffions j when you ttfe thcnamcs of God, 

or 
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^ oF Chrift, oricny pft(Ilig(es or words of the hbly fcrip- 
tiire, uie thrttt with reverence and (crioufnefs, and not 
iightiy. vainly, or fcurrilaufly> for it is taking the name 
•oi God in vain. 

•I 6. If you hear c^f any rinfeemly cxprcffions ttftd in 
xeligious esercifes, you muft be careful to forget and no^ 
•CO publiih them, or if you at all mention them, let it be< 
nfnXh pity and forrow, not with derifton or reproach. 

17 Do not upbraid any, or deride any mf n for a pious, 
Urid, or rdigious cooverlation ; for if he be (incere, you 
•didiYniour God smd inquire him': if he be an hypocrite, 
yet it is more than you Icnow, or if you know him to be 
fuch, yet his external piety and (Iridne^ is not his fault, 
but his diAmulation and hypocrify, and though his hypo- 
^crify be to be detefted, his external piety and religion is 
<to be corhinended, not derided. 

iS. Have as little tsjoverfation, ias is pdffible, with oU- 
^inate here ticks, or p^rfons obltinatdy perverted in mat- 
'ters of religion; as Papilts, Quakers, Anabaptifts, Anti- 
>siomr)n$, Enthutialh, and the like : but efpeci^Uy con- 
^erfcf not with them in matters of religion, for inftead of 
converiang them by your perfuaiions to the truth, you 
fftall but harden them the more, and cndangej* yourfelf : 
*they are to be dealt withal, in thefe matters, only by per- 
Ibns "of great abilities: for a. perverted, corrupted mind, 
-and obftiaate fpirit, carries in it a contagion, as infedtiou?, 
^lid much more dangerous than the plague in the body, 
where theifr opinions meet with a young and weak opponent. 
And thus, cbrldnen, as the time, and my remembrance, 
^•would give me leave, I have fet down fome obfervations 
^•onceming this fubje<5l, for your direction and pradlice.; 
•what is-wantitig, yon may abui^dantly fuppfy, by reading 
tiie wi^e eminfcis of Solomon, in his book of -Proverbs. 
Read thefe my diredions often, think of them ftrioiifly, 
and pnKftife them diligently; though they feein but dry, 
and ordinary things, yet you will find them iifeful in 
your converfation, which will be every day more evident 
unto yon, as your Judgment, underRanding, and experi- 
ence increafe. 

I» have but little more to write at this time, but to wifh 

and command you to remember my former counfels, 

that I have often given you : begin and end the day with 
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private pt*ayers to God upon your knees, read the fcrl^ 
cures often and ierioufly, be attentive to the publick 
vorihtp of God in the chureh : keep yourfeives (till in 
ibme good employment, for idleneis is the devil's op- 
portunity, and the anreiery of vain and (inful thoughts, 1 
%vhich com:q;>t the mind, and disorder the life. Let the * 
girjs take care of fuch Imfinefs of my family, as is pro- 
per for them; and their recreations may be, walking, 
abroad in the fields, in iair or frofty mornings, fome work 
with their needle, readin|^ of hiilory or herhals, fetting 
of flowers or herbs, pradifing thjcir mui&ck and fuch in- 
nocent and harmlieis exerciies : let the .boys he diligent at 
their books, and when they have performed •their taiks, I 
do not deny them fuch recreations as may "he healtjby, 
iafe, and harmlefs. Be you all kmd and loving one to 
another, honouring your minifter, not bitter or harfh to 
my fervants, be re/peOful to all, bear my abience pati- 
ently, chearfully, and faithfully; do all things as if I were 
prefent among you, and beheld you, for you have a 
j^reater leather than I am, that always, and in all places, 
beholds you, and knows your hearts and thoughts : ihidy 
to requite the love, and care, and expeaceof your father 
for .you, with dutifulnefs^ ob&rvance, and obedience to 
him.; and account it an honour, that God hath given 
you an opportunity in my abfence, . by your care, laith- 
fulaefs, and tnduflry, to pay fbme part oi that debt, that 
by the laws of natiu-e and gratitude you owe unto me^ 
be frugal in my family, but let there be no want ; provide 
conveniently for the poor that come to my door. And i 
pray God to fill all your hearts with his grace, fear, and 
love.; and let you fee the advantage and comfort of fenc- 
ing him ; and that his bleiling, and preience, and comfort,* 
and dtre(ftion^ and providence, be with you, and oveip 
ypujaU. 

I am. 

Your ever loving Father, 

Matthew Hale. 
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ALTHOUGH, by reafon of the^ contagioufiiftli 
of your dUeafe, and the many depandeats 1 Lave 
upon me, 1 thought it not convenient to- come unto you, 
daring your (ickncrfs, yet I have not been wanting in my 
eamelc prayers to almighty God for you, nor in ufing 
the beft means 1 could for yotfr recovery » 

It h^th pleaied God to hear my prayers for you, and^ 
above means and hopes, now to reilore you to a compe- 
tent degree of health, for which I return unto him my 
humble and hearty thanks-; and now you are almoil ready 
to come abroad again; therefore I have thought fit tc^ 
write thislittle book to you, for thefc reafons: 

1 , JBIecaufe it is not yet feafonable for you to coma try 
me, in refpe^l of theie fame reafons above -mentioned ^ 
which hitherto have reilrained my coming ta you. 

2. pecaufe at your coming abroad, you will be fubje^b 
to temptations, by young and tnconfiderate company, 
which, infiead of ferious thankfuhiefs ta God for hii 
mercy to you, might perchance perfuade you to a vain and 
light jollity : and 1 thought fit to fend you thefe lines to 
prevent fuch inconfiderate in\preflions, and to meet yoa 
juil at your coming abroad, to feafon you with more wife: 
and ferious'prinoiples.r 

. 3.. Becaufe you are even now come out of a great and 
fore vifitatton ; and therefore, in all probability, in the 
fitted temper to receive the tti^efilons of-a-^iousepilUcv 
from your father^ 

And I h'xve chofen to put it into this little volumCr 
becaufe it is fomewhat too long for a letter ; and may be 
ietter preferved for your future ufc and memory. 

God almighty hath brought you to the very gates of 
death, and ihewectyou the terror and danger of it; and 
after that he had fhewn yoathis fpedacle of your own 
mortality, he hath marvellouHy refcued and delivered 
yoa from, that danger, and given, you life, even fron%. 
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the dead, Co that you afre as a man new born into the 
world, or returned to life again, which now you feem as 
it were to b^gin : yoo have fiafTed 4hroagh thoie tw^ 
great difpenfations of the divine prpyid^nce; thofetwo 
'great experiments, that God is pleafed tomecimes to ufe 
towards the children of men; namely, correction and 
deliverance, his rod and ftaff : and therefore, in all rea- 
jonabl<r coE^efiurCi : this is the moft ieaibnable tiihe to 
give, y^u a le^ure upon both, and thofe admonitions. 
'Which^ may be>. render the one and the other^ profitable* 
unto you: and tJiis. I (hall eadeavour to do in thefe fol*' 
lowing ikies. 

I. You fhall not need to fear that I intend to upbraid 
you with the errors of your youth, or to expoftulate 
with you touching them ; for I do affure you i do froni 
my heart forgive you all your follies and mifcaniagest 
and I do aAiire myfelf that you have repented of them, 
and refolved againfl them for the time to come, and that 
thereupon God alnaighcy hath alfo fully forgiven what is 
pail ; and this is a great affurance therjcof to me, in that 
he hath fo wonderftlly reftored you, and gplven you, as* 
it Were, a new life, wherein you may obey and fcrve hitOt 
better than ever you yet did: and therefore, if in this 
letter, there be any touches concerning former vanities, 
aiTure yourfelf, they are not angry repetitions, but only 
necefTary cautions for your future ordering of your life. 

The bufinefs of thefe papers is principally to com- 
mend unto you two general remembrances, and cermim 
refults and colledrons that anfe from them; they are' 
all feafonable for your prefent cosiditionj and will be of 
fingular ufe and benefit fO you» in the wholes eufuing 
courfe of your life. 

I. 1 would h«Lve you, as long as yoa Inre, reiftcmber 
your late ficknefs in all its ctrcumftances, and thefe ^laikr 
and profitable inferences and advices that *rife from it. 

II. I would have yon remember, as long as you live,' 
yoyr great deliverance, and the fevcral circumflanccs of 
it, and thofe necefTary duties that are incumbent upon 
you in relation thereunto. 

It is evident to daily experience, that while ^fBrftionr 
jare upon us, and while deliverances are frclh, they com* 
moolyhave fome ^;ood effedt upon. us: but as the iron. 
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Ss no /boner out of the fire, but it quickly returns to itj 
lild coldneis, and bardnefs ; fo when the affliction or de* 
liverancc is paft, we tkfually fcrget them, count them 
eommon^ things^ attribute them to means and fecond 
^aufes : and fo thf good that mankind (hould' gather from 
them vanifbesy and men grow quickly to be but what 
they wero' before they came ; their Hck-bed pr(xnifes ar^ 
forgot, when the fickncf^ is over. 

And therefore 1 (hall give you an account of your (ick- 
ncfs; and of your recovery ; and let fhem never be for- 

fotten by you : as often as rhofe fpots and marks in your 
ice are reflefted to- your view from the glafs^ as often as 
this paper comes tn your fight, nay, as often as yoa 
open your eyes from fleep, ^ich were once cfofed, and 
likely never to open again, ^o often, and more often, re-- 
member your ficknefs, and your recovery, and the ad- 
monitionff^ that this paper lends you from- the confidera^ 
ticm of bothw 

I. Therefore touchihg^your late ITckncfsi IVouia^havCR 
you remember thefe particulars: i. The difeafe itfelf, in 
ks own nature, is now become ordinarily very mortal, 
cfpecially to thofe.of your age.: look upon even the laft 
year's generaf bill of mortality, yon will find near two' 
thodfanddteid of that difeafe the lad year, and had not 
God been very merciful to you, you might have been' 
«ic of that number^ with a9 great likelihood as any of 
'^diem that died of that dtfcale. 2*. It Ivasa contagious^ 
diieafe« that ftcluded'tlfe acceis of your neared Telations^ 
J, Your (icknefir fiirprized' you upon afudden; when* 
you feemed^to be in your full ftrength, 4. Your fick-- 
nefs rendered you noifome to'ytmrfelf, and' aJt that were 
about you; and a fpe6l^cle full of deformity,, by the ex-- 
ccfs of yourdHeafc beyond* mo ft that are fiqk thereof. 5^ 
Irwas a fierce and vfolent ficknefs; it did not only take 
away the commoiffuppltes of nature, as dtgeflton» flfccp^ 
ftrengthi, but ft took away your memory, your under-;- 
ftanding*, and* the- very fenfc of your own' condition, or 
of what might He condticible tor your good* : all that you- 
could do* was onty to make your condition more <k^- , 
rate, in cife they that were aHout you Had not prevented 
it, and taken more care for you, than you did or couU- 
for yourfetf^ (n Your ficknefs was dclperatic, ivSomnch^ 
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that your Qrnlptoms, and the violence of your diftempcr^ 
were without example ; and you were in the next degree 
to abfolute rottenQefs, putrefadion, and death itfelf. 

Look upon ^he foregoing deicription, and remembev 
that fuch was your condition ; you wecc ^s fad a piduri 
of mortality, and corruption, as any thing but death it* 
felf could make : remember it : and remember al.6, thei« 
^ifuing in(lru(flions, that may make that remembrance 
- profitable and ufeful to you. 

1. Remember that " afBi^ion cometh not forth of thf 
** dull, nor doth trouble fpring out of the ground/* Job 
V. 6* But this terrible vifitatian was fent to you fron> 
the wife over* ruling providence of God; it is he thai 
Bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up again. U 

"^is true, that this difeafeTnay feem pommon, but you may, 
and ixiuft know, that there was more than the common 
hand of God in fending it upon you, in fiach a manner^ 
and fuch a meafure, and at liich a feafon, when ybu wer^ 

^ grown up to a competent age and degree of under Itanding, 
to make a due ufe of it, that you might fee his juiticc u» 
affliding you, and %i$ goodnefs in delivering you frool 
fuch a danger, 

2. Remember that almighty God Is pf moft iniinitQ 
■wifdonj,,juflice, and mercy, he hath excellent ends k^ 

^ all his dirpenfations of his providence : he never jendj 
an afflidlion, but it brings a meifage with it. his rod has j^ 
voice; a voice commanding us to fearcb and try our 
ways, and to examine purfelyes whether there hath no% 
teen fome.gf eat 'fin againft him, or neglect of duty ro 
fcitii ; a vptce c^i^mmaiiding ns to repent of what is amiis, 
Xo humble ourlelves under his migjfty h3nd, to turn ta 
Jiim that ftrik^th us, to fcek to him by prayer for deliver 
ranee, to depend upon him by faith ; in hi* mercy and 
power to amend what is amifs, to be more watchful, 'cii^- 
cumfpedt, and obedient to him ; in the future cowrie of 
bur lives, to fear to ofiend him : and if a nwa hear tbii 
yo'ce, 'God hath his end of mercy and goodnefs,. an<t 
jnan hath the fruit, benefit, and advantage of his affllAioiH 
and comniODly a comfortable illue of it : read often and- 

* attentively the xxxiii. chapter of Job, .from the begiiming[ 
to the end. , 

3. Remember ho\y uncertain, and fruU a ct^aturc man 

■ ■ is. 
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iff 4 evea lu bis-f^^niog ftrbageft age aoa c(»i{titucion 6f 
bealttx ; evea then a pfiitileniiai air, Ibine ey i} huaioar 
iu his bioo4» fcHoe obitrudtioii, ic may bc» of 4 itcile vcti| 
or artery, a little meat ili digeiled, and a tbouidina i'miii} 
occurrences' iiMy, upon a fudien, wiiboai aay coniiiev 
rM& warning, plunge a man into a deiperate aiid mortal 
ikkneis, and bring a man to the grave. Remember thif 
terrible fickneU feized upon you ludden'y, palled dovwQ 
your ilrength quickly, and brought you to the very briuk 
of the grave: and though God hath recovered you, yt)ii 
know not how loon you oaay be brought into the like 
condition. 

4« Remember therefore, that you make and keep your 
peace with i lOd, and walk in his fear in the days of healthy 
eipecially after {o great a deliverance ; and that for very 
^any reaions. 1. You know not whether you may not 
be overtaken with fudden death, slnd then it will be im* 
potfible iotv you to )>egien that work. 2. If you have fick* 
^e/s to give you warning of the approach of deaths yet 
jou know. not whether that (ickneis may not fuddenlj^ 
take away your fenfes, memory, underftandtng, whereby 
you may be .di(abled to make your peace with God, or 
toexercife any ferions thoughts concerning it. 3. But 
ff that fickneis give you f4tr warning, and take not away 
your underUjinding, y^t your own experience cannot 
chufe but kt you know, that |patn, and weaknei^, and 
^iiira^ion vS mind> and impatience, and unquietnefs^ 
^ the common a;ttendants of a fi^k bed, .and render that 
jeafon, at leaft, very. 4ifficult, then to begin that greateft, 
pnd iblemneft, and moft important bufmefs of a man a 
lite. 4..£Uit if your ftckoefs be not fo fhai^^ but that 
ic leaves you patience, and attention of mind ibr that 
great bvfiuefe, how dp you know whether your beam 
Sial) be ingiined to it ? Repentance and converfion to 
God 18 his gift, though H cnuft be our endeavour : and 
Iho.iigh.the mercllul Gpd never refufeth a repenting, re^ 
turning offendfer; yet, how can a man th^, all the time 
pf his health, kath negk^led arhntghty God, refufed hid 
invitations, and ierved hts lulls and his fin, expedl rea- 
ftmably^ that God, in the time of iicknefs, when t]|^ 
rnan c.an ferve his < fins aploo^r, v^ill give hsm the grass 
of repeolaaAC 1 . . ^ '^ 
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Whatever you do therefore, be fare you mtie yo«r* 
peace with God, and keep it in the days of your healthy 
eipecialJy aiter lo great a deliverance from f&defperate sr 
i^knefs. 

5 . Remember that your coadition is never fo low, but 
that God hath power to deliver you, and therefore trud 
in him : but remember withal, that your condition is 
Bcver fafe and fecure, but you are within the reach of his > 
power ta bring you down. You are now, by the mercy 
of God, recovered from a terrible iickaefs ; think not^ 
with yourfelf that your turn is now ferved, and that you 
(hall have no more need of him, and 'therefore that you . 
may live as you lift, and never regard your duty to him f 
deceive not yourielf herein, remember that this iicknefs^. 
within two or three days, brought you upon your knees*,. 
"^* even from a feeraing ftate of health : the cafe i» the fame 
ftill, nay much worfe, if this affli&ion make you nofc 
better ; almighty God called you to love, and ferve, and 
ob^Hliim^ by the fttU voice of his word, by the perfuadoa 
of your fviends, by the jwlvices and reproofs of your fa^ 
. ther ; smd when tfaeie were not ib effectual, as I know 
you now wifh they had been> he fent a me&nger that 
^ake louder, that would be heard, even this terrible ftck- 
l^efs ; and moft certainly, if you have heard the voice of 
^ this red, as I am hopeful you have,, and thereupon en- 
^^tireiy turn to your duty to God in all fincerity and obe- 
dience,, it is the happieft providence that ever befel you j^ 
andyou will>^npon ibuud convidtion, conclude with thfr 
prophet, ** It was^good for vac that I was afflicted." But 
on the other fide,, if, notwithilanding this voice of tho 
rod you (hall after your recovery turn, again to foUy^ 
and vanity,, and excefs, and harden yourfelf againil this 
meffenger; know for certain, you are within the reach 
of the divine juft ice and power: *« and if you walk con-^ 
<« trary to him, he will walk contrary to you, and puniih 
•* you yet feven times for your fins/* Levit. xxvi. ^4. ~I 
. ^ therefore give you that counfel, that our Lord gave to 
him that be had fealed; ** Behofd thou a»c made whofe, 
go thy way and fin no more, left a worfe thing befa^ 
thee.** There is no contefting wttlv almighty God* 
he is ready and eafy to be reconctkd to the woril- of meni 
%0Q buoEiUiiiitioa and true repema&cei but he ifr not td 
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be^meifteved.or.cD»<|ijienKd by bMkiac}t axtd dppefifiionsi 
^ Who hath kardeB«d hmf^f ag^nift J&im aad pfo%CM 

6. I weuki h»vre ypfi remember, ibat ikknefa^-as well 
as deaths ck>th undeceive mankind, and (hews theay\)rHere 
their true wiiicipm lies : whe& a young man, efpecially, li 
^1 the lull career of his va&ity s^niel plestj'ure^ he thinka 
that rel'rgipo, aud thefeau* of God, aad, walking, accordinj^ ^ 
to his word, and the ierious prance of duues of religiook 
towards God, prayeir uute htm, making our peace witli 
him, are pitiful, low, foc^lihj and inconfideral^e matters ^ ^ 
and that thOie that pra^ife them, are ^ fprt c& bratn-*fiek^ 
melancholy, uniBtdligent perions, that want wit an 
breeding, and underaand not themfelves orthew^id^ 
that they are mere empty fsmcies and imaginations^ 
whimlies, Puritaniim, and 1 know not what.elfc : but 
6n the other fide, they think they are the brave mei^ 
that live- fpendidly, deny themielves no pleaiure, cail 
drink» and roar, aad whore, and debauch, and wear the 
lie weft faihions ; it may. be, this gallant .or wife mat! 
comes to be taken with a fit of ficknefs, that telis him 
he itiud dX^^ death is at the door, his glafs is alnioft aat» 
and but a few fimds left jn it: and then the man becomei 
quijte.of another judgment, he cries out .of ,his.formcit 
fooliihnefsy he li^s his pleaibres, and intemperance, and 
excefs, are not only perfe£i: follies, but madneis,. vexaL*" ^ 
tion^ torment; and religion, and prayer to God, and de^^ 
votion, aind peace with God, they are now in rec|ueft;i 
and now nothing but declamations againiV thole courles» 
which in his health, he valued as the only wtidona ; anil 
nothing but promifes of amendment, and reibrmatioii 
of life, and devotion to God.; fo flckBefs hath undeceive J 
the. man, and given him a true and rectified judgment 
concerning wtfdom and folly, qmte contrary to what he 
bad before. Therefore \ would have you to recoiled your-* 
&lf, and if the violence of your d^feafe left you at a»jr 
time the ufe of your reafon, .bethink youri'elf* what opl# 
»ion you then, had of intemperance, wafting of time^ • 
l^ntawful hift^, 6r any of thoTe (ills that formerly pleafcd 

Jou in your healthy whether they did not appear to yois 
1 your ficknefs, very vain, fooliih> vexing things, lueb 
a» jL9tt m^iihed never dtoiiave been committed }. a&d oifc 
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die otlier fide, wbat opinion yott had in yoar fickdcag^ 
touching piety towards God, hearing of his word, calling, 
upon his name, redeeming of time, modefty, temperance : 
whether thofe anions of your life pad, that favoured of 
thefc, were not comfortable, and contenting to you in your 
ficknefs ; whether your purpolcs, andpromifesi and refo-- 
kitimis of your fiek-bed^ were not full of fuch thoughts a^ 

^ thefe: If it pleaie God' to recover me, Iwillneverbefucha 
fool as I have been ; I will never drink to excefsi mifpend' 
my time ; I will never keep fuch evil company as 1 have- 

* done ; I will be more devout towards God^ more obedi- 
ent to his word, raore obfervant of good counfel ; and 
|he Uke : and if you find it to be fo, 1 muft defire you to- 
iremember^ that affiidtion is the fehool of wifdom, it re<fti- 
fies mens judgments: and If muil again dedre you ta 
keep your judgment right ftHly and kt not the recovery' 
of. your health become the lofs of yooir wits; but in your 
health retain that wifdom your (ickneis taught you» and' 
pradtife what you then promifed : •* Remember he is the' 
*.* wifeft man that provides- for his latter end," Deut. 
xxxii. 29. 

7 . Remember by your former ficknefs> how pitiful an- 
mconfiderable thing the body of man is ;• how fOon is the^ 
ftrength of it turned to faintnefs, and weaknel's, the 
beauty of it to uglinefe and deformity, the confiilency of 

^ it to putrefisidHon and rottennefs ? and then remember how 
fooliAi a thing it is, to be proud of fuoha carcafe, to 
i^nd all, or the greateft part of our time in trimming and 
adorning it; in iiudying new faihions, and new devices to 
fct it out : in fpending our time andprovifiohs in pamper- 
ing it, in pleafing the appetite; and yet this i»thed\ief 
Bufinefs of molt young men of this age : leani therefore 
humility and lowlinefs; learn to futniihthy noble and 
immortal part, thy {only, with religion, grace, know^ 
lege, virtue, goodnefs, for that ^ill reuin it to eternity,' 
How mi/erable is that man's condition^ that, whillt fick* 
nefs hath made his body a deformed, weak, loath lomr' 
thing, fin hath made his foul as ugly'and deformed : the 

frave will heal or cover tlie deformity of the former/, 
ut the foul will carry its ukers and deformity, without 
repentance, into the next world : learn and remember 
there^Qre^ to have thy greateft care for thy nobleft part^ 

furniihr 
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iismilh It with piety, grace, knowlege, the fear and loi« 
of God, faith in Gb rift : aad as for thy body, ufe it decea- 
iy, foberly and 4:omeIy, that it may be a fit milrttmeot 
for thy ibul to uie in this life, but be not proud of it, 
xiOr make it thy chiefeft care and buiiaeis to adorn, ' muciit 
jkfsde£leit. 

8. Remember to avoid Intemperance and finful iufts*: . 
it is true, fickneis and difeafes, and finally death, are* 
b^s the laws and conftitutlons of our nature, incident to 
all mankind; but intemperance, icxceis of eatisg and 
tdrinktng, drunkennefs, whortn^^ tmcJeaimefs, and dif« 
order, iriug.more difeafes, ei^cidly upon joung men, 
^nd deftroy more young, Ikong, healthy men, than the 
plague, or other natural -or accidental difbempers : they 
^weaken the brain, corrupt the blood, decay and diftemper 
the fpirit, disorder and putrefy thehtimours, and make 
the body a very bag full of putrefadlion : f<Hne di/eaies 
are, ^ it were, ipeafical, and appropriate to thefe vices'; - 
other difeafes aire commonly occafioned by them, by thekr 
Jnilamatton and putrefaSion of the blood and humours : 
^ndail drieafes, even thofe that are epidemical, natural, 
or cafual, yet are rendered by thofe vices far Boore iharp, 
lafting, malignant, and incurable, hy that dock of cor- 
rupted matter they lodge in thjs body to feed thofe dif- 
.eafes, and that impotency that thefe vices bring upon 
nature to refift them : therefore if you ever exped to 
have, as well a found body,' a& a found mind, carefully 
^void intemperance and debauchery : the mod temperdte 
and fober perfons are fuhjc^^ to fkknefs, weaknefs, and di£^ 

cafes, but the intemperate can- never be long without tlMWu 
And thofi I have done with the profpcft of your dii'eafe, 
and at leall: 4:nany of thofe proEtable uies you may gather 
,fromstheiremembrance oftt. 

U. 1 (hall now, in the fecqnd place, put you m re- ^ 
membrance of your deliverance ; touching which you 
mufl remember, 1 . That it was a great, eminent, and eit*- 
traordinary deliverance ; you need no other evidence of 
it, than by looking back upon the greatn^fs and feveniqr 
of yor difeafe beforie -mentioned. 2. It was a deliverance 
by ihe immediate power and mercy of d^at God that:i|nt 
<you the vifitation. a*'^'^ "^ ^ 

Una eademque maniu vulnm ofemquc tuliU If you ha4 

t)een 
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j^GKl ddWefed by tke knitkedixte e/Hcacy 6f mbafiSjijiet 
^jou a^e blind if you &e iiot, that the (j&cacy of means 
jdepenck upon the providence of God^ it is he- that pro- 
Tides it, and that makes the means effeduaL But in 
ftbts d^vo^ance, :Ood hath pleaied to hedge up, as* it 
were, your way from, attributing it to meaus, and hath 
igmiti you an indicadan, that it was done by his owa 
immediate power, and that he deitvered you above, and 
dbeyond means : it is true, you had a very able andcare- 
ifol phyficjan, and very great attendance and care was 
^lUed aboutyou, but when your phylician and ail that wepe 
about you, began to deipair ok' yo'ir recovery, when 
jneans proved ine£^ual. when the iirength of nature' 
m^s exhaufted and bailied>by yourrdiieale,' God aknlghty, 
iQpon a iudden, and beyond «xpe<^tion, relieved you ; 
•jand, a^ it were by his own hand, brought you back from 
cthe very threliioid of the grave : imd this he did, that 
:you, and all .about you, and uli your rekitioiis .might 
ttal^' mUice of it,- that it was he that did it. 

And thus almighty tSod hath lexercifed towards yott, 
.feVGto great experiments; th6 firll of his ieverity; the fe- 
.cond of his mercy : ^id a^ your iicknefs and rod had its 
'Toice, a loud and iharp voice, io your recovery and deli- 
'Vi^ance hath its voice alio, a hiecty gentle, and, I hope». 
rcffe^hial voice ; and i will, as ihortly as i can» ceU you 
(Kii^t it is. 

' I ^ Rxmemher this benefit ; retriember it was reached 
out unto you, fern the tncre power, goodneis, apd mer- 
-cy of God r remcmbev evermore, in your heart and foul, 
to be thatikful to him for it t remember as long - as you 
iave, upon all o6ca(ions, to acknowlege it ; daily to re- 
tsam upon your knees humble thanks fpr it, to him that 
had regard to you, and remertibred youin your low eftate; 
to him that fo|rgave your iniquities, and healed yourdif- 
ewe ; td4iim that did this for you, whe» all means failed ; 
that did it for you, when you had not the Underi^anding 
to caU' upon him for it; to him that did it for you, that 
^fcrved it not, for you that had provoked him, and ne- 
gle&ed him in the time of your health. This God it was 
that delivered you ; read often, the ciii. Pfalm atten- 
tively, and apply it to your condition, it will do you 
good. 

2. Rcmem« 



a. l^.ciTQttn'ber to adcno^cge tins goodne^ of GoS. 
Vitii aJi humility ; your deliverance was not the purciuifi; 
tjf your own power, nor of yonr own defert;, it was an 
n^ of the ii*ee undeierved goodnels of God ; what al- 
mighty Ood faid by Mofes unto the Ifraelites^ Deut. ix, 
4, 6. I fhall fay to you with fome variation : underfUn^ 
'dierefore that the Lord thy 'God hath not given {hce 
. this deliverance for thy ri^teoufnefs ; no, it is the Qiei^ 
pfE^A of his own goodnefs, and to give you opporUiaitjr ' ^ 
to praife him; and ferve him better thsin ever you di4 
tjcfbre, 

3. Remember, that although gresit deliverances rft- 
"quirc ypur great actknowlegements, yet there is foa)e- 
-what more required ; namely^ a real, pra£lical glorifying^ v ' 
of God, by ordering your convcrfation aright, by ierving - 
*him, plead ng him, obeying him, living to liis honour; ^ 
this almighty Go4 experts as well as praifes, and 
acknowlegements : as ^e end of God in affli^ioQs is 
to make meiji better, fo the end of God i» deliverances 13 
?to make meil better ; sH;id if we are not the better mea 
4>y 'both .diipenfations, we do as much as in us Ites> dii« 
appoint almighty God in his defign,, and difappoint ourr 
fdves df the benefit and advantage intended in both, an4 
^eafily to1>c gained by both. This therefore is the voice 
tif this deliverance, it calls fweetly, and gently indeed^ 
#)ut earneftly and ,effe6lua4ly for amendment of life : an4 
jchat upon two g^'eat and moving arguments. 

I . Your recovery, and great deliverance, calls for this 
Ifrom you, upon the account of common ingenuity and good 
' «iature,' which obi i get h a man to be obfervant and dutiful itp 
Jiis benefa<3:or : God almfghty is the greateft Benefadlor, and 
%ath manifefted himfelf fuch to you, upon a vifible cmi- 
iient account ; this is engagement enough upon the ac- 
count of common humanity, to be dutiful ^nd obedient 
€0 him : wh^n therefore you are at any time, by the 
temptation of your own corruption, or by the iolicitation 
^ evil perfons, folicitcd to evil anions; connder.thus 
.^th yourfelf, is this a becoming return to that God, that 
^ath dius wonderfjaily delivered- nrie ? is this the requi- 
'tafl that i fliail make to him for his mercy ? Ifeall I pleafe 
^ vain luft, or a vain companion, and diijpleafe the great 
Cod of heavcii and earthy that hath thus de|iv^r^dme,. 

Vol. I. I '^ aad 
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lind done me more good than all the wodd could ever do 
rat, or than I can ever recompence? *• Do,ye thus r^ 
•' quite the Lord, O ye fooliih people^ and un wife? i^ 
** liot he thy Father that hath bought thee ? hath he nojt 
**^made thee, and eftablilhed thee?** Deut, xxxii. 6. 

2. This mercy calls for your obedience to God, in an 
eminent manner upon the account of common prudencf: 
and dilcretion ; ' the benefit of your obedience to him wiU 
"be your own, your own happinefs in this life, and 19 
that to come : there* is no greater moral Ibcurity againil 
future dangers and troubles, than obedience and refor- 
mation of life, upon great deliverances received ; nor is 
there any greater invitation of new troubles and mifchiefs^ 
than ingratitude, difobediencej and great fms after great 
mercies and deliverances: there Is a kind of certain an4 
infallible connexion between great fins, after great mercies 
received, and great judgments to follow, IngentU benefit 
c/a, ingeniiapeccatay ingentia fupplicla» Again, as 1 have 
formerly told you, you do not know. how foon you may 
iland in need of the fame mercy and goodnefs of Go<t 
•which you have formerly found : ydU are never out> ojf 
the reach of his power, and the neccffity of his help; 
whatever you dp therefore, never difoblige him by 
whom you live, and whofe extraordinary mercy .,y W 
may ftand in need of, you know not how foon : there 19 
nothing In the world doth more provoke God, than negle^- 
forgetfulnefs, or wilful difobedience after fignal mercies f 
theie provoke the mercitul God to a feverity of the higheft 
kind, becaufe the fweeteft and moft obliging call of 'mers- 
cy and deliverance is negle£bsd: read the fird chapter of 
*the Proverbs attentively. ' 1- 

Andthe merciful God hath given us a plain rule, and 
method, how he may be ferved, obeyed, and pleafed ; he 
hath given us a plain difcovery of his wJU in the fcrip- 
lures of both teftaments : read that often, you have it by 
you, and you need not go far to find what is your Maimer *s 
Mrill, and what that obedience is, that he requires as th|: 
return of this, and all other his mercies ; yet I think ^ - 
not -ami fs to mind you of fome particulars, that may he 
ufcful jfor you vpon this occafion, and todire^ you how 
partievdarly to improve it, and fi> order yOur future life ifi 
j^e me^ute anfwerable to it, . 

I.I 



tbi^d Epijlle to mt of his SoK s. ^9 

• j. I would have you makek your fir(t bufinefs, after 
your recovery, to confider the courfe of your life paft, 
fince you came to the age of difcretiun, and (ee what hath 
been amifs in it ; whether you ^ave not negledted religion, 
and the duties of it too much, as prayer, hearing the 
word preached, obferving the Lord's day, receiving the 
jfe.crament ; whether you have npt been guilty of intern- 
j^rance, esceis of drinking, wantonnefs, uncleannefs, 
idlenefs, mifpending your time, and thofe fupplies which" 
have been allowed for your maintenance ; whether you 
have not too much delighted in vain, and finful, and 
diforderly company, vanity and expence m apparel : and 
if any fuch, or the like faults have been, repent of them, 
be forry for them, refolve againll them; and let the fu- 
ture courfe of your life be amended in relation there- 
unto : I have before told you, that your heavenly Father 
hath forgiven you, and I have forgiven you, neither da. 
I mention thefc things to upbraid you for thera, but that 
you, upon the confideration of what hath been amifs, 
may be thereby the better, enabled to reif^ify and fet iu 
order your future life : if this be done and pradifed, I 
will reckcm your^ late fickneis and diftemper one of tho 
greateft bleffings that evTjr befel you. 

2. i would have you always keep a habit of the fear of 
God upon your heart : confider his prcfencc, order your 
life as in his preience ; confider that he always fees you^ 
beholds and takes notice of you, and efpecially whether 
you carry yourfelf anfwerable to this great deliverance; 
it is one of thofe talents for which he will expert an ac- 
count from you'. ' 

3.1 would hav^ you frequently and thankfully confi* . 
dfer of the great love of God in Jefus Chrift, whom he 
hath given to be the Inftruftor, and Governor, and Sa- 
crifice for the fins of you and all mankind ; through whom> 
xxpovi repentance, you have aflurance of the remiffion of 
your finsy and eternal life; and frequently confider how 
great an ingagement this is upon you, and all mankind,. 
to Kve according to fuch a hope and fuch a mercy. 

'4, I would have you every morning read a portion of 
the^holy fcriptures, till you have read the Bible from the 
beginning to the end : obferve it well, read it reverently 
and attentively^ fet your heart upon it, and lay it up \m 
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your mtmorjp and make it the diredHon of your ]ife> it 
V^ill malM you a wife and a good< man : I have beon ac- 
qxiaiated fomewhat with men and books, and hdv« hact 
long experience in learning,, and in the world : there im 
lio book like the Bible for excellent learning^, wifdosxij^ 
and ufe>. and it is want of underilanding in them» tkskt 
think or fpeak orberwife» 

5., Every morning and every eveniii?^ upon your knees 
"with all reverence and attention of muid, return hearty 
thanks to God for his mercy to you, and particularly foi^ 
this deliverance, defire his grace to enable you to walk 
in fome meafure anfwerable to it; beg his providence 
to prote<5l you, his grace to dire^ you, to keep yoa 
from evil actions, and evil perfons, and evil occur* 
rences ; beg his pardon for youp fm, and the continuance 
ef his favour ; always concludfhg with the Lord's prayer^ 

(i, Obfcrve confcionably the Lord's day to keep it ho- 
ly, avoid idle company, idle difcourfe, recreations, and 
-fecular impJoyments upon that day;, refort twice that 
clay t6 the publick prayers and fermon, come early to it,, 
he attentive at it, keep your eyes and mind from roving^. 
after vain thoughts or obje<fts ; and fpend the reft of that 
day, that is free from, neceflary occafions, in seading the- 
fcripturcs, or fome good books of divinity^ 

7. Once every term, at leaft, come preparedly and re«» 
verently to the holy commuiaion, receive it with greag 
/everence and thankfulnefs, and due coniideration of thei ' 
end of its inftitution : renew your covenant with almigh- 
ty God, thatyou made la baptifm^ and to. live foberly,. 
righteoufly, and godly before him, and beg his. grace aiixi^ 
ftrength to perform it. 

. And as thofe dire<5Hons before, damisre fpecialjy reliter. 
to almighty God, and your deportment immediately tc^ 
wards him ; fo- thefe tlutfoUow,. more eipecially relate 
to yourfelf a^ul others^ and your moral qonverfatipsi* 
Therefore, 

8.. Be very mocTerate in eating and drinking ; cfsunkeiv*' 
nefs is the great vice of the time ; and by drunkennefs^, 
1 do m^an, n^t only gFoik df unkennefs^ bntjalfo tipling, 
drinking exceffively» and in>arioderately^ or more than is 
cpiivenient or neceCary ^ avoid thole companies that are 
given no it» ccwie not mi» thoie -places that are (fevotel 

to 
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tb ttcat bieaftly vice; namely, tavciUs and ale-hoafeS;: 
3rvoici arid refuie thofe devices that arc ufcd to occafion it^ 
as drinking and Wedging of licalths : be rtfdlutc againft 
hi '-and when your refolution is once known, you wilt 
never be folicited to it. • The RechabitBS were com- 
manded by their father not to drink wmc, and tbey obey-r 
ed it, and had a bleflSng for it; my command to you W 
not fo ftri<a, I aHow yoo the' moderate ufe of wine an<f 
ftrong drink at your meals, 1' only forbid you the excefs^ 
pv the unneceflary ufe of it, and thofe places and compa* 
imcs, and artifices- that are temptations to it. 

9. Avoid wanton and lafcivious aftions, ipeeches, andl 
tompany: read Proverbs ii. 5, 6, 7, 9; A whore hants« 
for the precious Ifffe of a man, and that vice brings a mini 
•with it to the body, foul, and eftatei if you^ cannot con-^ 
veniently contain- yourfeJf in a fingle life, and be of com-^ 
petent hea]th>' marry, bnt with the- ad vice and counf^ 
©f your father, while he Iiv<55; 

10. Be frugal of your time, it is^pne of the beft jeweli* 
we have ; and- to that end avoid idlenefs, it confuraes* 
your tim'cj^ and lays you* open toworfe inconveniences;, 
let yonr recreations be healthy, and creditable, and mo* 
derate; without too much- cxpence' of time; or money: 
go not to ftage-playsi they area mod profofe* wafting oiT 
time; value- lime by that eftimate we would* have of itr^ 
when we- want it ; what would not a>(kk man giVe for 
thofe portions of trine, orhealth> that he bad fbrnierly^ 

. improvidently wafted'? 

1 1. Be diligent in yonrftudy and* calling; frii an a<5l 
of duty to almighty God that requires it, and it will be* 
your wifdom and benefit*^ it will be a good etpence of 
time, a preventfon from' a^thoufand inconveniences and* 
temptations that otherwife will' befiil a man ; it will fur- - 
nifti you with' knowlegc and underftanding, give yoii* 
the advantage and means of a comfortable and plentiful* 
ifubfiftance; and make you a* fupport^ comfort, and be* 
Befit to your friends and country. * 

12. Bfe frugal in your expences^, Eve within tlie com*- 
pafs of that exhibition that God's providence, and your' 
ftither's abilities (KaH fupply you withal'; it is enough to 
*maintain-an Bon eft provident man, and ten times- morfe 
"wiiinot be enough for a profufe mind ; . a frugal man will^ 
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]ive comlbftably and plentifuliy opon » Iktfe-, aad a proi- 
i^fe man will live begg^ly» necefficoufly,. and ux comi* 
Aual ¥»nt/ whatever ots fupplies be« 

13. In alt your ezpences, conikLer before^&and; cait 
1 not be well enougih wkhout this that I am about ta buy t 
is there an abfolate ncce^y of it? can* I^ not forbear till 
I am in a better condition to compais it ? if I buy of bor*^ 
row, can I pay ? and when ? and am I furc ? will thisez^ 
pence hold ou( ? how (hall I bring about the next qnarter^ 
or the next year ? if young men would but have the pa- 
tience to consider, and a(k themfelves queHkuis of the like: 
nature, it would make them con(iderate in their exo 
pences,. aad provident for the future;, and thefe confide* 
rations will, ia a fpectaL manner, concern you^ in re* 
fpe^ of your father's great expences for you^ which,, 
though I have forgiven^ and forgotten, I would have' 
you remember with gratitude and' caution » 

14. The vanity of young men in fov in g fine cloaths^ 
and new failbrons, and valuing themfelves by tihem, is. 
•ne of the mofl ehiidiih pieces of folly that can be, and 
the occaik)n of great profufenefs and undoing of young 
men : avoid eurrc^ity and too much expendvenefs in your 
apparel: let your apparel be comely,, plain, decent*, 
^cleanly,, net curious or co(lly ; it is tBe fign of a weak 
head -piece,, to be fick for every new fafhion, (x to thinl: 
jbimieff th^ better in it, or the worfe without it. 

15. Be careful what company you confort withy a9<i 
much more careful what perfons you grow intimate, with ^ 
chulb fober, wife, learned,, honeil, rdfigious company ; 
you will gain learning and wifdom, and improve yourielf 
in virtue and goednefs by cenvevling with them : but 
avoid debauched fooKfh, intemperate^, prodigal^ athie{Hi» 
eaf, profane company, as you would avoid a plague;, 
tbey will con'upt and vtnd& you, they awe- a fort of the: 
rood pitiful fools in the worlds and familiar acquaintance- 
aad converfatian with them^ will endanger to make |K>il 
like them. ^ 

16. Weigh and confider your wordt before you- fytaXk 
them, and do not tall at random, or at a venture ; lei? 
your words be few, and to ihe purpofe, be more read^ 
to hear others than to i|jp€ak ydfUib{f ^ accdAon yoorfibif tp- 
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tpoBk kifmrely, aad deliberately, h will be a. means ta 
make you fpeak warilj.and coufiderately. 

17. Be very carfcfbl to fpeak truth, and beware of lying j 
as lying is diQpleaiing to God, fo it is ofFeitdve to man^ 
and always, at the latter end, returns to the reproach or 
difadvanxage of bun that nfeth it; it is an evidence of a 
weak aiwi unmanly nund» Be careful that you believe 
not haftily ftrange iiews and^ftories, and be much more 
careful that you do not report thern^ thot^h at the fecond 
Jband; for if it prove aa untruth, as commonly flrange 
fiories prcyt^e ib, it brings an imputfation of levtty upoa 
liim that reports it, and poflxbly fome difadvaatage ta 
qthers. 

18. Take heed what yott promife, fee that it be juft^ 
and hottefl, ^nd bwful, and what is in. your power, ho» 
vefbly, aad certainly t'lx pcrfbna? and whea you have fo 
promiied, be true to your word. It is,. For the moft part, 
the faihion of inconiiderate and young men; efpecially 
that run in debt, they will, with great afieverations„ pro» 
^ife preciie payment,, at this day, or that day, when ei^ 
ther diey certamly know they cannot perform, or at lead 
have nq probable a^Qurance that they can do it ; and whea 
their turn is ierved, they are as backward in performance, 
as they wore before liberal \a their promifes. Breach; of 
promises, and lying, are much of a nature, and common* 
\f go together, aad are arguoieiits of aia knpoteat aa4 
wnmanlymifid. , 

19. Beware of gaming, it is the fuddeneS cbniumption 
ef an eftate that can be,- and that vice feldom goes alpne \ 
fomraonly debauchery of sdl kmds accompanies it: be** 
fides, k noakes a map of S| wild-, vaii, and ^niet tied minds 
fmd fuch men are impatieat of aa hosMft calling, or ^ 
VQoderate or honeA gain. 

20; Run not tnu> debt, either for waj?es fc^d, or moi^ 
borrowed; be content to want thmgs that are not of alw 
Iblttte neceflityi rather than to run upon the fcore; fuch 
^naaapajSy at the lattee end, a third part more th^ thr 
principal corners to, and is in perpetual iervitude to hif 
creditors;, lives uncomfortably^ is neeefiltated to increaTe 
Itis debts, to Hop hh cf*ediu>rs laott^us,^ and many toniet 
fells into defperatt courfes. 

9U Qe ne^edfoJl tQ.all^ fkmilj^r msA. iotim^ ^mh few; 
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be grateful to your benefactors, efpecially to thofc wfioisj. 
under .God, were mftrumental for your good, in your 
late ficknefs, and retuFnyour thanks to them; to your' 
father, that fpared no coft for your recovery ; to your 
doiftor, that was exceedingly diligent about you ; to thofcr 
that attended you in your ficknefs ; to thofc that, toge- 
ther with your father, often prayed to God for your rcr 
ieovery, and for a bleffing upon this aOlidioJi, wholer ^ 
names you Ihall, in due time; particularly Imow ; but; 
above all, to almighty God, who not only providejj and 
bleifed the means, but iaved,- and delivered you above 
tneans, and when means failed. 

2 2, .Latlly, I (hall conclude wfth one advice more;, 
without the obiervaaice whereof, my labour in writing 
this long epiiUe will bcf probably fruitfefs : be noC 
wife in your own conceit, this is the unhappy error, and - 
many times the ruin of young men efp^ciaUy : they are: . 
lifually rafh', giddy, and inconfiderate, and yet extreme- 
- iy confident of that which th^y have I&aft- reafon to truft ;: 
namely, their own underftanding, which renders theoTv 
moll rcferved from them that are willing and beft able 
1» advife them, impatien't of reproof, love to be flattered,-, 
and fo become uncapable of good and wife counfel, tilJP 
their foHies have reduced them to extreme ftraits and*' 
hiconvcniencies ; fufpe^ therefore ybur ovm judgment: 
advice often with your father, efpccially in all things of 
moment ; be glad of 'his counfel, and be contented and 
willing to^ follow it, and to guide your Rfe according to* 
it ; ac leaflr till ripenefs of age, 6bfervation, and experi- 
ence have enabled you* better to* advife yourfelf : this is 
an eaty, and ready, arid cheap way of attaining wifdomj. 
and avoiding^ of infiiiitje inconveniencies. 

And thus I have, in this long cpiftle, given- you the 
meai^s how you may improve both your own ficknefs,- 
suad recovery, to the glory of God, and your own benefit; 

I' (hall therefore conclude with two confiderations, thaf 
may the more engage you- to this ufe of both thefc difpcn-- 
lations. 

I. The#clanger is great, if afflidtioff makernot a mam 
more humble and dutiful ; and the danger is yet* greater, 
if great deliverances and mercies do not mak^ a man more 
thankful and obedient to God) becaufe it is the mofi 
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abUgiag method that i^ gpacioift Ged eatf oie hyneardt 
the chiidrea^ of men for thac end» m thk life : 'and tha 
aegle^ of that iRvkatioB'aid«l» iags^iacude and ooatieK^ti 
t» th« negld^ of it. 

>. The heaefit that 700 >"^^ vecem Bf saahti^ a gp»(} 
u& of thelb two difp^iiheioiiSi, ]» improving your duti- 
'folnels and obediemct to Go^, will be fingiilar and ejN 
cellent. i^ ItwiU make you a^wffe iiKttH ^ making yeu 
» good> and a veligiou* man : believQ it from yoor fathcPi 
who -will not deceive you ; nay, believe it from a greater 
than youc father,, the very Spirit of truth, who ea&not 
^cetve yoO'; the true fear of God, is the wAf true wtAk»» : 
seadPeut^iiK«.6« Jjoib zxviii. 28. Pial. czl. lOv Frov. \u j, 
Vrov, is. lOv EgcK xii..^^. aud very natany more d^elar 
rations there are of this mat truth. 2« It will make you 
a happy roan, it will give you the favour and love of 
God, which is bett^ than life itfelf : you {hall have his 
mercy to pardon you, his providence to proteft you» 
his wifdook ta dired you, his goodnefs to blefs you, and 
to forgive and forget whatfoever hath heretofore been 
done amifs by you : this will make all conditions com« 
fortable to you : whether life or death, ficknefs or heajth : 
by this means you may be a comfort to your father, a 
fupport to your brothers and fifters, an inftrument of 
good to your country, and attain an honefl, creditable^ 
and competent 'fubfillence in this world, and an everlailing 
inheritance of glory and immortality in the world to come. 

Thus I have given you a large letter of found and good 
counfel : fet your heart to it, and pbferve and remember 
it : we fee how unliable our lives are, you nor 1 know 
sot how fbon, either, or both of us may leave this, 
world : it may be, this may be the lafl paper of advice 
that your father may give you : but however it (halt 
yteaftt God ta deal with you or me, touching our conti- 
Buance in this .world, yet let me leave this with you, ia 
the clofe of this letter : if I (hall find that thefe diredVions 
are dutifully obferved, I (hall be ready, from time to time,. 
freely to advife and dire^ you ; and as I have pafled by 
your f(»rmer extravagancies,, fo I (hall thpreby have great 
afTurance, that God hath blefled this vifitation to you.. 
But on the other fide, if I fhall fii!id that you negled 
xoj counfek, that you make light of them^, that you 
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jfttU purfue thofe courfcs, that will certainly be bitternefi 
in the end, I muft then tell you, 1 (bail pray for you, 
and be forry for you with my heart : but 1 fhall not eafil^ 
be perfuaded to give any more advices er coBniels, where 
I find them defptied or negle^ed. ' In this pape)* there 
are many things omitted, which might have been infert- 
cd ; but the c(»iil2int readingof the holy fcriptures will . 
fupply unto you that defedt : I have chofen, only in this 
paper, to mention fuch things which are feaibnable for 
you upon this occafioa. God almighty hath not beea 
'wanting to you in admonition, correftion, mercy, and 
deliverance; neither hath your father been wanting ta. 
you in education, counfel, care, and expence: I pray 
Cod almighty bleis all unto yott. This it the prayer of^ 



Your loving Father^ 



Matt H I w If alb; 



CONTEM. 



1 

1 



CL Q N T E M P L A T I O N is; 

MO R A L 

and' 

D I V IN E. 

BY 

Sir MATTHEW HALE, Knight,. 

Late Chief Juftice of the King*s-Beach. 

N 

X><><><>0<><><><><><><><><><><><><><^^ 

Of the Consideration of our Latter 
End, and the Benefits of it. 

DiuT, xxH. 29^ 

that they ^ojere nvife^ that they underflood thh^ that they 
n»iouid c^nfidtr their latter endl .^ 

IT may be probably thought, that the prmcipa] in- 
tention of this wilh of Moies was, tfastt the people of 
Ifrael had a due consideration of their final rejefti* 
on ; the' ten tribes for their idolatry, and the two tribes 
for their crucifying of the. Meffias; and not only of that 
Aate of rcje^on. but of the caufes of it; namely, idola^ 
try, and rejedlion of the Vledias; which confideration 
vould have made them wife and prudent to avoid thoic 
great apoilactes which (hould occafioa fb terrible a de- 
ttrtion and rejection by God. 

. But certainly the words contain an evident truth, with 
Illation to every particular perfon, and tp that latter end 
that is common to 211 mankind ; namely, their latter end by 
dfi^y and reparation of the foul and body ; the due coa- 
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fideration^Itcrccrf' is ti grcut partof wifdon(i» «md agreait 
means to attain and improve it ; and very many of the 
fms and follies of siiankind, as they .d» in a ^«9t meafure 
proceed from the "want of an attentive and ferious confl- 
deration of it ; fo would Xhi^ he in a great meafure cur- 
«d by it, 

It'is the moft certain, known, experienced truth in thu 
world, that all men muft die ; that the tioie of that'death 
IS uncertain ; that yet ipoft certainly it will come, and 
that within the conipafs of np lon^ time : tho* the time 
of our life might be protra^ed to its longeft period, yet 
it is t^n thottfand \o okk that it exceeds fonri^ore years ^ 
Vhere one man attains to that age, ten thousand die before 
it : and this le^re is read unto us .by the many cafual- 
ties and difeafes ^at put a period to the lives of many in 
our own experience and obfervation ; by the many warn- 
ings and monitions of mortality that every man finds io 
f&imie'lf, either 1)y the occurrences of difeafes and weak- 
neffes, or efpecially by the declinations that are apparent 
in .us if we attain tcany conGderable^ge : and the weekr 
ly bills of mortality in this great city, where weekly there 
are taken ^^jg0f ordinarily diree hundred perfons ; and 
the monun&ents and graves in every church and chureh- 
yard, do not only evince -the tmth'Of it, whereof no man 
<^ under(t:anding doUbts, but do inceifantly inculcate the 
««mQBflirance eMt. 

' And yet it is kAcange to fee, jcfeat 4^ great truth, 
whereof, in the theory, no man doubts, is little confi- 
^red,.fr dhoo^t «poa i)y tdie 'nx>ft «f mankind : ^ut not- 
i^tthfhinding sM theie floonittoos and remembraHces of 
^QQctalky, fthe diKriiigdaf^ k net to heart, and look upon 
itt as a lAiikuds idiat iicde iconcems them ; as if they were 
jiot cosceroed in this .coinmon oondition of mankind, 
«iid as.if fehe.oonditaQ&^<fnoc«alioy oitly concerned t^m 
ibbat a^uvUy die, rfir are under 4^ immcdtalie liafbingefv 
4of.it, .feme defpen8U]e4>raout)e^reaies; -but concerned not 
4Jiem t^t are at piefeat In heakh, or »not^»nder the (Irolee 
of a mortal (icknefs. The»ceaibi|s o^ this ineonfiderate- 
isc& feem principsdiytbeile : 

I. That men ane^r^t wrilin<g^ to eateitain jrhls vmrn^^^ 
come thought ef their .own latter end ; fhe thought 
vJneseof is io iiawelctMoe .wad troobleiraac d g^ft» that^t 
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t^ biaft smd difparragc aH tkof^ p^dcnt enjojEmcnts 
cf feafe that t&is^ Hie afiPbrds ; wkerebf it comes- to paOf , 
that as death* idel£ is imwaiccmtK when it draws near,, ib 
€he th<iughts satd pre-appreheofioas of it become as uoi* 
welcdnse as the: thing itielf. 

a. A ^ain foolilh cooed t that the confideratwn of our 
latter end ts.stj^efags and tnvitatiem; of it ; aaid upon thiis 
jatccDunt I have lanowBr many faperftitiouily and fooiifbl^r 
to forbear the naaking of iheir wills, becaiife it ieemed to 
^em omtaotts, and ai pfteiage of death';, whereas this con;- 
£deratio&» tho- it &ts and prepares a maa for death, ifC 
«lodi Qo way haften or pre^ge it, 

• 9. A) great difficulty that ordinarii^t attends oar humaa 
«cmditioa^ ta think otherwife coacerziiiQig our conditicm, 
than what at prefeat we feel and find^ We are now in 
Iteaithy. and w« can hardly bring ourleives to think 
^hat a time muA and will come, whereini we ihali be 
•fick : we are* now in Itfe^ and therdbre we can. hardly 
.<aft pm* tSxoughtB incor fuch a^mouid, as to think we ihall 
<lie ; asd hence. U is trv^, as^the common prorerb is. That 
•there is no nuur fo? oid, but he thinks he Ikall'.lciFe a year 
koiger. 

It 4b true^ this is- tihe way of maidcind to put from ns 
1^ evil day,, and the thoughts- of it ;. but this our way is 
our foli^ and one &£ the greateft occa^ns of thofe other 
ifoJUes that commonly atbsnd our lives; and therefore the 
^renteSt means to cure this £ciliy, aaid to make us wife, is 
wifely to'coaftder our latter end. This wifdom appears in 
;thofe €Msdksat e&iSbs. it prodocethv wfaich> x<er generally 
thefe; 

T. It teac^eth us to live welf. 
rr. It teacheth iss to die eafily. 

f • For 6he former of thefe, the condderation of our 
laibtev endt doth in my fort make our lives the fhorter, but- 
4|f .16 a great meaB» to- make our lives the better. 

r. K is a gvtiat monition' and warning of us to avoid 
•iSn, and a. great means to* prevent it. When I Ihall coo- 
.iider that certainly I mtift die, and 1 know not how Toon, 
why (hould I commit thofe' things^ that if they ha(}ea 
rjtiot nay latter end, yet they will make it more uneafyand 
tFoubldfomet by the refie^lion upon what 1 have done a- 
mifs ? \ may die tQ»na©rrow, .why ih^i^id 1 then com nit. 
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diat 6vil that will ))e gall and bittemefs untQ. me ? would 
I do it if 1 were to die to-morrow ? why Ihould 1 then da 
4t to- daf ? Perdiance k fxakf be the laft a£^ o£ mj life, -jotd 
however let me not conclude fo ill; for, for ought I know, 
it may be my concluding fcene in. this laft ad of my life. 

2. It is a great m^otive and means ta put us upon the 
beft and moii profitably improvement of our time. There 
be certain civil and natural anions of our lives, that God 
^mighty hath indulged and allowed to us, smd indeed 
commanded us« with moderation, to ufe ; as the compe- 
tent, fupplies of our own natures with moderation and 
fobriety; the provisions for our families, relations, and 
^ependa'ncies,. without covetoufiieis dr anxiety ; the dili- 
gent and faithful walking in our callings, and dtfcharge 
thereof. But there are alfo other buhnefles of greater 
importance, which are yet attainable without injuring 
ourfelvcs in thofe common concerns of our lives; name- 
ly, our knowiege of God, and of his will, of the dot^rtne 
of our redemp^on by Chrift, ouir repentance of fiita pad, 
making and keeping our peaoe with God, acquadnting 
ourfelves vdth him, Hiring to his glory, walking as in his 
prefence, praying to him, learning to depend upon him, 
rejoicing in him, walking thankfofunto htm : thefe, and 
fuch~ like as thefe, are the great bufinefs and end of our 
lives, for which we enjoy them in this world; and the'fit 
fit and prepare us for that which is to c6me : and the 
confideration that our jives are ihort and uncertain, and 
that death will iboner or later come, puts us up^t this 
refohition and pradice, to do this our great work while 
it is called to- day; that we loiter not away our day, 
and negled our talk ,a|Hi work while, we have time 
and opportunity, left the night overtal^e us, when 
we cannot work ; to gain oil m your lamps before ilie 
dooir be Ihut: and if men would wiiely confider their 
latter end, they might do this great bufinefs, this one 
thing neceflary. With eafe and qutetnefs; yea, and with- 
out any negle^ of what b neceffary to be done in order 
to the common neceilities of oiir lives and eallings. It is 
1/Ot thefe that difable us and rob us of our time;- but the 
thieves that rob us of eur time, and our one thing ne- 
cefiary, are negligence, excefs of pleafures, immoderate 
and excefiive cares and folicitoufnefs for wealth, hcmour, 
gnd gr^de^; eypeffiye cadng* drinking, curiofity, and 
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idlenefj( r thefe are t^ < greac> ccmfumptives ;tliat da nor- 
only exhauft that time ^hat would be with infiQite advan- 
tage fpent in our attainment, and perfecting, and fintlh- 
jn^ tlie great work and buflnefs of oirr lives ; and theiv 
when ftcknefs and death comes,. and Cod aknighty calls 
upon us to give tip the account of our ftewardihip, w;^ 
are ajl in confuiion, our buiitieis is not haJf done, it may 
be not begun ; and yet otir lamp b out; our day is fpeuty 
Bight hath overtaken us ; and what we dd^, is with much 
trouble, ^rpkiity, and vexation ; and poOibly our foul 
takes its flight before we can &iiih h. i^nd all this would 
have been prevented and remedied by af dscsz confideration 
of our latter end > and that Would have put us upon 
making ufe of the preient ttnie> and prdfeat c^portunity 
to do our .great work ♦•'while it is-<allad taday, becaufe 
♦• the night x:onrieth When xs& ma» can work. ** 

9. Moft certainly the wife, confideration of our latter 
end, and the cn^loymmf ctf ourfelves upon that account, 
upon that one thing, ncceilkry, renders life the moH con-* 
tenting and conofortabJr Kfe in the world j for as a man, 
that is a man afori9-hand ia the world;, hath a much more' 
quiet life'in order t&6%t«rna}$,th«inhe^hati$ behind hand ;• 
ifx ftrch a man that t^es Bhs o|>pot-tujhit)r Xff^xn a flock 
of grace and favour wit& God, that hath ni^de his peace^ 
with his Maker through Chrtft Jeius, ha*h* done a great 
part of the-' chief bHfieefsoThis life, and is ready, upon 
ail occafions^, for all cmidicitms, whiereunto the divine 
providence (half aEign him, wh^tiier of Ufa, or death, or 
health, or ficknefsv or poverty, or riches •, he is, as it 
were, afore- hand in tlite bufitiefs^and concern of his evcr- 
kfting, and of U& prefenC ftate 7kio\ If God lend hi n^ 
longer life in thi* worlds, he carries on his- great bufme% 
to greater degrees of perfe^on. With eafe, and without 
difficulty, trouble or perturbations But if almighty God'^ 
cut him IhDrter, and call him to give an account of hi» 
ftewardlh'ip, he' is- ready, and his accounts are fair, and 
his bufinefs is not now to.be gone about; •* BlcfTed is that 
" ferv^t, whom his^^ Matter when he comes fhall find fo^ 
•* duing." 

n. Ad thus this cbn&demtion makes life bet?e.% fo it 
snakes death eafy. 

s « "^ frequent eonUeration of death- and diffolution^ 
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% qaad ist^ueiit pot: ialear k ; heis* as^k-were, a«9»m- 
• ted vkh it alore-baMi« bjT'O&en preparation f«r k. The 
fisar of 4fiatl». is P3i/»r« toriUe iJMua dk«tii ttfclf ; jiod 4^ 
dfrf qnQlU c^aiid^r^tioix tji^rcpf* a. m^ hath learned tiqcl 
19 fear it, £iyeA childn^, bj being accuAomed to avJbat 
iv»6 a£ £rA i£iribk ^ tb«Q»» icarn not to £ear. 

2. JB/ ^^UCiH n:»rideratUMi of our latter ead^ deatlt 
COfnes Ho be oo furpri^ i>ntj[> W. The great ttrsor of . 
deatb i^ y^jLes it ibrprizetb t man unawares; box aodci" 
patios and prepar^ion fer it* takers avay all poffibilkf of 
' fiurprize Upon Kim that A3 picpared to eeceivje it. Bilsey^ 

tjie ipai't^rr., was uifbd» b^rs his waix»fT^xn^ ta put bis 
&)g^r ki the pandk, tbait ib the flames cnigbt be no novel- 
ty unto bim, por (Reprize bifl9> b^ rcjafon of una^quaia^ 
tf4a^& with tJanem; and b^e^d^t often confiders his latter 
end, feems tp ^i^perionent death before it con»es, wbcrebf 
heisnekherfurpdzed nor affrighted widi it when it comes. 
g. The greated ftiag and terror of deatfa, are thepaft 
and uBPepei^ted fins ot the paft U&; ithe re&<^(m apoa 
tbeiie, is (iiat which k tbic Qbrengtb« the elixir, thevencHn 
©f death itfelf. He ttereforiB jtbat wiftly con&jeffs his kt? 
t-er end, itakw p^fi'to tpake bis p^ce wkh God in his life* 
tinie ; and by true faitb and fepentance. to ttt hk jpardoa 
iealed ; ito. enter i9to coven^t witll 'hk </c4> aad. to keep 
it ; to butband his tifne in the fear of God ; to obfcrvoe 
\ bk willf and jCeep his laws'; bo have his conicience cleaQ 

and clear : and beb^g thus priepai!«d, the malignity of 
. death is cured, and tbe biueroers of it healed,, and the 

li * fear of k removed. And when a m^anr can entertmn it 

jj with fucb an appei^l tp abpigbty God, ason^e the ^ooot 

/ king Hezeki^h made, in that ftckneft which was of it&lf 

oaortal, jif^t. xxxyiii, g. <* {UiBember now, i' htieech thee,. 
" O Lord, how 1 have walked before thee wkh a perfed- 
<' heart," err. it m?ke^ as well the thought, ^s the ap*- 
proach of 4i£acb, no terrible bis^finefs^ 

J}ut that wbkh abov^ ^U makes death ieafy to &ch tt 
confidfriag man, k thks that by th» help of this confide'* 
rjition, a^d tjie dijje jfpprovemmt jofit, as is before fhewH, 
death, to fuch a man, becomes nothing elfe but a gate, 
^ntic^ a ^t^r life : ia(0tg)im»ehadifi)iudi9fi«f hkprefent 
life, as a change of it for a far more glorious, happy, andt ^ 
^ ipmii^i^ ijff . $p jttet Ib^ jKbs bodf dks. ^ n^tan .dies. 
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not; for the foul, which is indeed the man, makes but^ 
a&traniition from her life in the body, to a life in heaven:' 
no moment intervenes between the putting o£F the one^^ 
to the putting on the other. And this is the- great privi*^ 
lege tliat the ^n of God hath given 'Us, that by hts death • 
he hath iandiified it unto us, and by his life-hath conquer* 
ed it, not only in himielf, but for us,^ i Cor. xv. 57,- 
*« Thanks bt: unto God^ whohath-givcn us -the victory ^ 
*< thro* Jefus Chrifl our Lord.'*' And our vidlbry, that 
h thus given us, is this*, iv That the fting^^of death is 
taken away*. And) 2. Th'at this very, death -itfelf' is ren-^' 
dered to us a -gate and paflkge tirlife eternal^ and upon 
tiiis account,. it can^nettbcr hurt, normayjaftly-afiright' 
us^ It is reported of the adder^ thM when ihe is ofd» (he' 
glides thro* foms (Irait paflkge, • and leaves' her old fkia- 
j4i the piflkge, and thsrebf rene^vs her vigoar and her 
life. It^ is- true^- this^ paflage-' thro' death is^ fbllIewha^^ 
lh*ait, and uneafy to*tlw body; which, • likethe-decayed* 
£siin of* the adder, is-- left by the>way,-.aBfd nor without 
ibme pain and'di^ulry^to'its but the f6o!.pa0eth thfci^' 
wichout any«harm; and wichotft any expeoce of time, andl' 
La the vlztx tn^meat acquires her e Ute of iratnortallty antt 
happmefs.' Asid ths'-is'the vidlory over death 'that a! I' 
tbofe have, that by- true repentance and faith are«pa«tak«' 
ersof-Chriftf and the benefits of ^his death- and re'brree- ' 
tiony *"* who* hath 'brought 4i^e.asid ianaortalicy^io iight - 
<* by the gofpel." 

Ahd' now, havin^gone thVo^ thcb'cnefits of'this wiii^ 
eonfi deration of our latter end^ 1 (hall now add fo«t)eeaiN 
t4ous that are neceffary!toi>eaniTeiedto^thi^*coniidefati«- 
on. Wc-arcvto know, that althb* death be thus^iuddeii; » 
and rendered rather a benefit; than agents' to good m«n^ ; 
yet, 

I . Death isnoc to bs wjflied-'^jri defired \ thb* it be^att ^ 
objedVmot to ^e feared; . it is a tiling not to be coveted : 
for certainly- life is the greateft temporal bleinng in this - 
world. It wasr the paflion j&not the virtue of^ thJit eKcef- 
• lent prophet 'Elijah,' • that -he ►defired tO: die, betaufc^ he - 
th;ought hJmiel^ only IcftHof'the true worf^Jppers. of God,', 
r . Kings^ixt 4; We* ane ill' placed *iff' this world b^ at- - 
'imighiy God, rand a talent of" life is^dtflivered to \K, and ' 
vve are* cgmaianUed to ^improve xix a. tai)t is* fet every ^^ooe 

K 3, o^t 
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<sf us ia tlii3 Ufie, by tbe.^ai; Ma{l«r of Uie fanoilf xrf! 
-•meii and earth; an4 we are required wkh. patience, and, 
<)bediencey and faiclvfiilneid to perfonn our taik» and not 
to be weary cif our work, oor wiih our day at an end be- 
fore its. time« When our Lord cails us, it. is our duty,, 
-with courage and cJifiarfuiaefs, to obey his caii ; but un^ 
til he calls, it is pur duty, with patience and consented* 
iiefs., to perform ourtaflc, to be doing of our work. ' And 
indeed, in this life,, our Lord has delivered us fevtral tafks' 
<£ great unpbrtance to da: as namely > i . T0 improve oui^ 
graces and virtues, our knpwkge and faith, and thofe 
vrprks of piety and goodnefs that be requires. The bet^ 
ter andctofer we f^ow that buBnefs here,, the greater 
V^tll be Qur reward and iii^>rovement of glory hereafter* 
Jind therefore, as wq muft, with all readinefs, give oyer 
our work whe|i our Mafbr calls us ; fo we qauK, with alk 
diligence and perfeverance, continue our employment out 
till be calls us; apd, with all thankfulnefs Smto God, em 
Certain and rejoice in that portion of life he leads us; bcn 
caufe we have thereby an opportunity of doing our Ma A 
f er;the more fervice^ and of improving the degrees of our 
own glory and happinefs. 2. And beildes the Wmer,.. 
lie hath alfo fet us another taik ; namely^ to- ferve our, 
generation; to give an example of virtue and goodneis ; 
to encourage otners in the ways of virtue and goodne^;. 
to prQ!nde Tor onr famiHes and relations ; to do aU goed; 
offices of juftice, righteoufnefs, liberality, charity to o- 
thers ; chearHiily and induftriou% to follow our callings- 
and employments; and infinite more, as well naturaf, 
as ciyil, and moral employme^nts;, which, tho* «xf a lown 
er importance in refped of aurfeFves, yet are of grcatoir 
ufe and moment in refped of others; and are, asf well as 
the former, required of us, and part of the ta(k that ouf 
^eat Lord requires of us ; and for the fake of wh&h, he 
ialfo beftows many talents upon u^, to be thus improved 
fn this H^ and for which we muft alfo, at the end of oup 
day, give onr Lord an aoc^uftt : ai^d therefore, for the 
lake 01 this alfOt we aiv to be thankful for our Hfe, and 
not be defirpos to leave our poff» onr ftation^ our bufi^ 
neft, our life, till our Lord caUs lu to hlmfelf in the erdi^ 
nary vray of his providence ; for he is the only Lord iof 
our ilves^ and «e are not the l^Hnds of our ewn lives* ^ 

2. A 



0/ WiMDO^i A'e. 11$, 

«. A i«^<sid cautkm is this ; tba( ^s the baf&idrs» aod 

employments, and coi^cenas of our life mull ^ot e(lraag,e . 

us from tbe thoughts of cleatb* fo as^ we laoft he 

careful that the over much'^thought of death do not fo 

iBi^h poHefs our mtnds» a3 to make os forget the €(»>• 

cems o( Kfe> sor negloi the bufinefs which that portion 

of tiiTK is iiUowed us for : as the bu^ae^ of fiuing our. 

fouls for heaven^ the bulkie^of our caMings, relatioas^; 

^ce9v ftations; nay, the cf>iiifbrtable» thankful, fober 

tnjoynoients of thoie hooeft» kwlul comlbrts of our life. 

diat God lends us, fo as tt be dona with great ibbrietjr 

•ad moderation, as fn the pre&nce of God, ,and with 

much tbankfulnefs to him ; £»r this is part of that verjr 

du^ VKT owe to God, for choft rery external c€Mxiforts> 

tod bleffings we ei^y^ Deut. xxTiii* 47. X wife dad du^ 

' conikleration of our latter end,, is neither to render us s^ 

' &d, melancholy, dkiconfolats peoj^e ; tior to render u^ 

imfit for the bufinefies imd offices of our life ; b^t to make 

us more watchful vigilmtc, iiiduftriaus> foberly, chearfu} 

•ad thankfuitO'that God,, that bath bee^pleafed thus to- 

viake us lerviceable txi htmr, comfortable toourfelves, pro-* 

^ahleta others; and after aU tbis» to takeaway the bit* 

temeis anclftiiig of death thra' Jcfus Ourilt eur liOrd< 
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•Job xxriii. 2$. 

TH*> great pr0emiM*ee«;h*t roan, bat^ over bcafU, , , 
k hi^ reafon; wd the gp^^at fireemineiwje that^/ ,. 
#nemiia hftth «^r ao^ther* is wiidom: tho-.aU in^' . 
fcaw ordinarily the pri^lege of re^^foi* ; yec ail msm hati^ , 
pot the habit of wifdona* The g)Peateft commendatToi^ 
fk^t ife ean. enrdi|iai41y 1^1^ • q^^ai), is^ that he is a wift : 

«aaii^ aai i^hegre^ysft f^EM'l^<^j4at^^ ^ ^^ 
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and that which is word refented, is to be called or eftcem^ 
cd a fooh and yet as n>uch W the reputatson of wifdoay* 
is valued, and> the reputation of fblly is re/ented^ the ge^ 
neralicy of maakind are in trutk very £m)1^ and make i& 
the great- part of their bu(ine(» to^^be fo} and many that^ 
pretend tofeek after wifdom, do either miibike the thing,- 
or iniftake the way ta attain" itv ComnoDnly" thofe that« 
^^c the greatell pretenders to wirdtxn-^ and the fearch af-^ 
ter it, plat:e- it in. fome: little* narrow conceni', but places 
k not in its ti*ue latrtiKk' commenfurate. to the nature oi^ 
inankind: aild hence* it is^ that one efkenms'^tt the onl^ 
Vifdoni' to be a wife politician orftatefman ^ another to 
be- a M^fe and knowings naturaliii; another to be a wife 
acquirer of wealthy and the like: and all tbefe^are wif** 
dbms in their kind;; and the world perchance wonld ba 
much better than it tsv~if thefe kinds of wiidom were mort> 
in fajbion than they are ? but yet diefe are but partial wif- 
doms; the wisdom that w moil: worths the feeking. aud^ 
finding, is that which renders atma&a wife man. 

This excellent man^ Joh; after a diiigent fearch (in the 
ipeech • of this chapter-) after wifdoixij what it isr where ♦ 
to be found) doth^ at length- make the£e;twoe^condu* 
fions, viz, I. That tbetrbeTOOt of wridonaf; .and that 
therefore he that beft knew where it was to be found, and - 
bow to be attained, is certainly none other bufalmighty 
Gud.rver, -23. "God under^andeth the way, thereof^^ 
•* and.knoweth the place thereof;'/ And ,' 2: A$ he s^one 
beft knew it, fo he beft knewbo;w to prefcribe:i|nto man— 
l^kid the means and method to attain it; **^Td man he- 
** faid-,. To fear God that is wildora;" that is, it is the- 
proper and adequate wifdoin fuitable to human nature, . 
and to the condition of mankind. And we need not doubt ' 
But it iS'fft; becaufe be tlftit-beft knew what wa«^tht beft 
rule of.wf^om, prefcrtbed it toman» his^beft of viable; 
cr^tures, whom we have juft reafon to believe he would ^ 
not deceive with aikli'e or deficient rule of wifdom ; fince ^ 
a^ wifdom is the beauty> and 'glory of- ma»j fO' wifdoiU' in « 
man fets forth* the glory, and excellency, and gQodnefs ^ 
of God. And; coalbnant to this, David, awii^ ^^ng* 
and Solomon j the wifeft of men, affirm the fa me truth; 
Pfal. cxi. fO. *• The feir of the Lord is the beginning of 
V wifdOkD; a good ooderiUndiag haire.ali they that.d« 
♦^ • "'hiji. 
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«f t»$ 4mitmoABtxitt&.^ firoY. l.^;. ** Tim fiaar of ike 
** LordisxiicbepsxDmg p£koemk^i Imt fools jd^fpiie 
p* wiTdom and tftlknaiQii." A»d 9« to. '^ The Ibar of 
^ die LCKd fs dwte^pooiAg t>f im£iofQ, and the kaovr* 
*« kge- of theiioif is nnderCb&dkig.*' Jbod whien the 
vrife ma& had rsD aU his long tcaiYel ofexpteriment^, ta 
Uttaia dnt whkh night be thait good ftr ii:^ chUdnen of 
pQieo, m ^ft ead xif his tedious chace and purfuk, he 
cloieth up all with tikis v&j iiune cofkclaGoA, jfxcleC 
sai. 19. " ilet ns hear ihe iKsoclu&oa of the wfaode mat- 
*' tor; fear Cod and keep his <ioiwiriagid.mcnts» for this i» 
«^ the whole duty of man :/' asid he gives a Aoit, but 
cfe^al reafon of it ; ^* For Gad ftati hrtng tv&pf work 
'* into jodgment^ vath every £ecfetthuig> whether it be 
** good* iMT whether tt he evii," ilsnd hea«e st jb^ that 
this wiih flsaoit vh0 Jbad the grea(te& saea&re of ipnfili^m 
cf any fseae mas fi&ce the creadoe of Adam ; tlvitiisul 
as great eqaeriemce and hufmirlcge of aH tjtmgtf ai3kd per? 
ibns ; chat made it hts hjiifiae6 to ikanA aod epqfoitey ^ot 
eolf mtB wtfden^ hut jin$o madfted aad fbttjr ; th^t ha4 
the gwa&eft oppOestimty of ve^th» aod f OMFer» to mahe 
the exa^teft eoqulrf themn : this mk^ Msd JHQuHittvei 
aasd eKperieoeed inap» m all h» n^ings, fljles the jaaa 
fearing God, and obef isg him, the ooly wi^ naa^ ; and the 
per&xx that negkds tbi« d^tfr the oiidy loolaed madmaia. 
And jet it « ftnxige to &e how Iktk this i^ thoiaglit <^ 
fir helieyed in the iv^hi; itaf, for the moA part, he i$> 
thought the m&^ ooao, who ha^Jk the kaft of tlm prHi'^ 
eiple of wKdom appearing in him ; that ihafces off the fear 
«f God* or the &siie cf his pfefeece, er the obedtenee to 
his $nU, aad the dticipiiae of his eoaftkaoe, and \^fcn£t^ 
or iubtititf , or powef , or c^pvt&on^ or bj ffhatfoever 
method may be moft 4C0Ddiicibie«. purfue^ his eitds of 
f^rofit, or power, or pleafere* or "what elie h^ own vain 
thoughts, and the mtftakeo eftimafie of the geeerality of 
flkiea render defireaMe in this woHd : and oa the other 
£de, he thait goveros him&lf« hb life, his thooghts^ 
words, anions, ends, and puq>e£e9, wkh the fear of ah- 
eighty. God, with a ^n& aod awe, of his preieoce^ acr 
cording to hiis WQ«rd; that drives at a nobkr end than or^ 
dinarily the world thinks of; namely, peaoe.with almigfa*- 
fjF ^ 1^ 9Sid with hia owu heart a«d CQafcieoeei, thfirhp{>e 

and 
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and expedation of eternity; fuch a man is tocmfed si 
(Iiallow, empty, incoaiiderate, foolifh ' man ; one that 
carries no ilroak in the -world; a man laden with a me* 
iancholy delufion, fetting a great rate upon a world he fees 
not, and negle^ing the opportunities of the world he fees:. 

But upon a found and true examination of this bufinefs, 
we ihall find that the man that feareth God is the wifeft 
man ; and he that upon that account d^arts from evil, 
is the man of greateft underflanding. 
- I ihall Ihew therefore thefe two things, f. What it is 
to fear God. IK That this fear of God is moft demon- , 
firatively the bed wifdom of mankind, and makes a mad 
truly and really a wife 'man. 

1. Touching the firft ol* thefe; fear is an aflefHon of 
the foul, that is as much d^verfified as any one affection' 
whatfoever; which divcrfification of the aficBion arifeth 
from the diverMcation of thofe obje^» by. which thb 
affejftion is moved. I fhall mention thefe four. 

i. Fear of defpondcncy or defperatioa-; which arifetlr 
from the fear of fome great and importaot danger that 19 
imavroidable, or at leaS fo apprehended ; and this is nofi 
the &ar that i&here commended t&mankind;r 

Jr. Fearof terror or afirightmcnt, which is upncnr the 
ienfe of fome great important danger, that tho- poflibly 
k may be avoided, yet it carries with it a great probabi- 
lity and immediate impendency ; as the fear of mariners 
in a florm; oe a fear that be^ls a man in fome time or 
place of great confiifion, or vifible: calamity. And this 
kind of rcar of almighty God, is fometimes efRa^aland 
tifeful to brin^; mei to repent ance^ after fome great dtf* 
pleafure of almigncy God by fki Or apofhrcy ; but this ifr 
not that fear that is here, at leall primarily and princi-* . 
pally, meant, but thele two that foll^Wr 

3. ,A fear of reverence or awfbinefs: and this fear is" 
railed prmcipally upon the fenlc of fome objeA', full of * 
glory, majcAy, grcatnefs, tho' poffibly there is no caufe 
©f expe£Hng any hurt from the pcrfon or thing thus fear- - 
cd. Thus a fubjedt bears a reverential fear to h« prince; 
frpm the fenfe of his roajefty and grandeur : and thus, 
much more the majeily and greatnefs of almighty Codi 
excites reverence and awfuhiefs, tho"thei:e were no other 
bgrcdiient in. that fear, Jexs. v.. 24.. " Will ye not fea» 

** mc: 
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V tnei lintk the Lord? will ye not tremble at ray pre« 
• fcace?" iie, Jcr. x. .7. " Who would not fear thee, 
«* OKine of nations r* 

4* A Kar of caution or watchfulnefs. This is- that 
which the wife man commends, Prov. xzvtii. 14. ** Blef- 
,** {<^d IS the man that feareth always." And this fear of 
•cauuon is a due care and yigilancy not to difpleafe that 
.|>eribn i^om whom we enjoy or hope for good ; the fear 
.c>f a benefiai<^or, or of that perfon from whom we may, 
..upon fome juft caufe or demerit, expedl an evil, as the 
fear of a juil and righteous judge. ' And thefe two latter 
kinds . of fear ; namely, the fear of rdverence, and the 
^ar of cai|tioa, are.thoie that are the principal ingredi- 
ents, conilituting this fear of God, that thefe excellent 
.4men commend to us as true wifdom. 

Now this fear of God arifeth firom ,thofe right and trucf 

^apprehenfions concerning almighty God, that do, with a 

Jcind of connaturality and fuitabienefs, excite both thefe 

two kinds of fear ; and thofe (eem to be principally theie 

three. 

1 . A true and deep jenie of the being of God ; name- 
ly, that there is a mdX excellent and perfect Being, which 
we call God« the only true God, the !>faker of all things. 
Biit this is not enough to conftitute this fear ; for £picu- 
jrus and Lucian did believe that there was a God, yet wer« 
without the fear of him. 

2. A true and deep fenfe, knowlege,, and confideration 
^ the attributes of God are but fo many expreilions and 
declarations of his perfedton and exxfellency, and therefore 
all contribute to advance and improve this fear, efpecially 
of reverence •, yet there are (bmc attributes that feem, in 
.a more fpecial manner, to excite and raile this affedton of 
fear, as weli the fear of reverence, as that of caution and 
irigilance. As, namely, 1. The majefty and glory of 
jGod, at which the veiT^ angels of heaven, that are con* 
firmed in an imchangeable eftate of happinefs, carry an 
inward j and exprefs an outward reverence. 2. But ma- 
jefty and glory, without power, is not perfect ; theVefore 
the fenie and knowlege of the al nighty power of God, is 
a great objed of our fear : he doth whatfoever he pleafetb : 
all things had their being from hia\^ and have their dc- 
peodance on him. 

3. The 



3. Tiiideep^kBOwlBgeof tke jfaodbefti eiflSod^ tflii 
filsit goodncfsDot ^7 immanemt ia hhnlelf^ but ennnefit 
and comniuntcative : and from chis diffiiiiTeauxiGammir- 
mc^mt goodnih of GxkI^ alb things, lad th«r a^aJ* be- 
ing, and irom ktm tlicf do etqay itz. ilaicl' bot^ tbssGt 
goddneflcsof God; dieifnmaiient.aiid«]n]atn« gixKiixdre^ 
^e^ tke iiobleft exciters, ol tliv nobleftfear ;. a.fi8ar %riz]^ 
kig from love, aad dxot love fixing iip$ni: tiier iuBnaanent 
;goodiiefs of God, wh ich- is sA togetl^er krwif and perfed:; 
and fbapon>di6 emaneitc andlcommimieacm goodnefk-of 
Cod, asktt^isourlienefaSor'; a»dwheiree(Tsrdbeneisloi^, 
thcM is ikt^fyfa^ both of reverence and. caution. ^^ 
«annot chafe but honour and* reveirenoe, and be caxvful 
to- obfbrve and pleafe whatfoever we thttsJove; the iz»> 
trinfick nature of that whtcli v;« love for its ownr woxtk 
'and perfedion, binds usy byakindof nataralbondorre- 
fult, Co reverence soidhoaour ; and>tkeextrin£ck«maiijitiott 
'of that goodn«fs to las, binds us to reifCTeO[oe.and e(]feem, 
and' honoup it as our benc&6lor,. b5ir a double bond^ vies. 
I . Of gratitude or benevolence to him that communicates 
this good* 2. Bf ar bond of pi-ud^nce amd feif^^prodGbrvati- 
tion, not to dtfoHige him from whom^ vre have our good, 
and upcm trhoni' ti^ have our dependance, left a diibbir- 
gatioA fhouldoceafion^his fttbftradHon <ir abatement of 
dtat gqod i^m tis; Wherdbever there t«a dependance» 
as there muft be natural love to. that upon which is- oar 
dependance", foi tliere moft. be necefiariiy a lear both of 
reverence attd" caulioii,^ even upon principkaof. fclf-lovo^ 
if there were nothing elie to* eommaixi it« 

4. A detpfen^y fanowlege, and confideratton of the 
divine omnticiencc'v if there were sih ^ other motives 
4>ffeap imaiginabiie, yettftlm were, wanting-^, the- fear of 
God woTvld be in a great meafure abated ;^ foir what avar^ 
edi. feverenoe or eautibn, if be to whom it is intended do 
i)ot know it ? aflKt what delmage can bef Ibftaiaed by a 
neglt^ot^'.dmtfficmi of that- fear,, if God almighty knew k 
not ^ The want of this<70lrfideradan hath ms^ev^n thofb 
aithdfts. that yet acknowleged a C^od ;. fucfa' wece £pici»» 
itufii, Diagoras, Lncretias, Lxician^ axid others among the 
.PhUbfephers; and ftrch was Elipha^^s oppre/Tor, - Job 
3Mrii. 13^ "j HowJ <lotIt God' know? said csm- he judge 
** through the thick cloud?" Or Dafdd^* £90!^. f Bdm 

xciv^ 
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attiv. 7. ^' The L&rd ihall aot fee» neither fliall the God 
of j4cob regard." But ^e -all>knowiRg God fearcheth 
the very thoughts, and kno^s the heart, and all the a^idns 
bf ourlives ; « Not a word m Qar tongue but he hearetk 
■it> and knows our thoughts afar ofip. 

5. A deq> fenfe ef the holiaefs and pvxity of God> 
'which mail needs cauie in hian an averienefs uato> and 
-abhorrence of li^hatfoever is (inful cm* impure* 

Laftly, The ftnfe of the juftice of God, not only an 

inherent juftice, which is the redlitude of his nature ; but 

-tranfient or diftributive jullice, that wiU moft certainly 

dillribute rewards to 4iA>edience, obferyance, and the fear 

<oi his name, bnt.puntihment to the difobedient, and thofe 

Ahat hare no fear of him before their eyes. The deep 

confideration and fenie of thefe attributes of the divine 

-perfe<5Hon, mmflt needs excite both the fear of reverence 

and the fear of caution, or fear of offending cither by 

commiffion of what may di^leafe God, or of omittmg 

of what is pieaiing to him. 

J. But. aitho* this knowlege of almighty God and his 

attributes, maf juftly eicitp a. fear both of reverence and 

Caution ; y^t without the knowlege of fomething elfe, 

that fear will be extratvagant and.dirorddrly ; and fo^e- 

'time» begets fuperftition or ftrange exorbitancy in this 

fear, or in the expreffions of it, and a want of regularity 

,of duty or obedience : if a man know that aluighty God 

« jua, and will reward ofediencc, and punith difobedt- 

cnce ; :yet ir he knows not what lie wHl have to be done 

or omitted, he will indeed fear to difpleaie him, but he 

iwill not Ifinpw how to jpleafe or obey him. Therefore, 

.befides theforiner, there muftT)e a knowlege of the will * 

:or law of God in thi ags to be done or omitted . Thb law 

•of God hath a double infcription ; i . In nature : oad that 

-is again twofold; i. The natural rudiments of morality 

and piety writt»n in the heart. 2. Such as are dcducible 

- by the exercife of natural reafon and light ; : for even from 

.the notion of Qodi^ there dp rei'ult certain confequeuce^ 

■ of natural piety and religion ; as, .that he is to b^ pi^- 

:ed unto, to be p^aifed ; that he is t€t be imitated as far 

• forth as. is poffible by us ; therefore, as he is holy, bene- 
:ficent,.goQd, and merciful, fp muft we be. 2. But we 

• have a more excelieat tranfcript of the divine will : name- 
;. Vol. L " "^ L ' , * jv 
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ly, tke holy fcriptaires, which, thcrcfoue, a tnaa that 

fears God will ftudy, obftrve, and praaiie^ as bdng the 

Ipeft rulcihow to obey him. /And the. very fear of God a- 

rifmg upon the. fenfe ot his, being and attributes, will 

make that witn very folicitous to kiow the will, of God, 

^nd how he will be worfliipped.and ferved, and what he 

WDi^ld have to, be done, or not to be done : and therefore 

fmce the glorious God hath fo far condefcended, as bf 

jlis providence to fend us-atranfcript of his.mind, will, 

and law, he will be.v«ry thankful.for it, very ftudious oF 

it, much delighted in it, .very curious to obferve it, be- 

caufe it is the rule and direction .how he may obey, and 

confequcntly pleafethat great God vrhpm.he,fears; this 

'Word, he believes and prizes as. his great charter, andJn 

this word he finds. much to excite and regulate, and dire^ft 

'Jlis fear of God ; he fees examples of the divine juftice ^ 

"gainft the offenders of his law; of .the divine bounty.in re- 

jwarding the obedience to it; tiireataings on one hand, 

promifes on the other: greater manifeilations.of the di- 

rvine goodnefs in the redcmptioji. of mankind by Chrift Je- 

4us, and therefore greater obligations as 'wsli tofearas.OO , 

loy:eip3ch a Benefador. 

II. And thus far of the kinds, of the; fear of God, . and 

f4>f tire caufes or objeds exciting it. Now Jet. us fee how 

^ , it doth appear that this fearing man is the wife man, and 

how the fear of God difcovers itfelf to be the true, and beft, 

'ftnd only wifdom; which. will appear. in thefe particular 

-confideraticms following. 

1 . Many learned men coilfiderlng tl^t great iimilitude 
•and image of ratiocinati«m in fome brutes eipecially, have 
< therefore declined to define a man by .his reafon, becauie 
>^of that analogical ratioctnation which they find in brutes ; 
t but define 9^ man: by his religion, Homa^eft animal religion 
fum; becaufein this they find no communication, or Si- 
militude of natures and operations between man and brvtc- 
bealU: for man is the only vifiMe creature that expref- 
•'feth any inclination to religion j or the fen(e of a4Deity^ 
• or any exercile of it. 1 do not ftand to juftify this opi- 
nion in'all particulars ; only thefe things are mofi- certain : 
I ; That only the human nature feems to have any feufe 
or impreiSon of any regular, religion upon it. 2. That 
the fen& of aPeity.and religioa jre&dting from it, i^ the 
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gfeat ennobling, and-advance, and^perfedlion of the hu- 
man nature. 3. That take away the fear of Goid, all 
fenfe and ufe of religion falls to the ground, Sothat the 
fear^f (Sod is the great foundation of religioijj and cofiife- 
quently the great ennobling and advance of human na-^ 
t ure, that fe^ms^ almoft as great a prelation of z- man -tru- 
ly religious, above an irreligioos man, as to operation and 
Bfe, as there is between an irreligious man and a hruto* 
" As religioiv advanceth, fo irreligion embafeth the humaff 
Htature. ' ' 

. 2. Juftice is of two kinds; diftributive, which is th* 
juftice; of a» magi ftf ate or judge, diftributing rewards and 
puniihmentsy favour and difpleafure, and dueretrtbution 
to every man, aocordbg to> the merits of his caufe. 2. 
€k)mmutative, which is in aU civil contra<fte and deaU 
ings between perfons ; as dealing honeftty, keeping pro- 
mifes, a^id ufing plainnefs, fkicerity, and truth, in all 
amaniaith or doth: and both theft kinds of jullice 2cc'z 
«Se6lS o^ excellent wiiHom ; without thefe, ftateis and fo- 
cieties, and perfons, ^11 into diforder, confufion, anct 
iltflblution ; a»d therefore thofe very mefn that hare not? 
this jofttce and righteouinefs, yet honour and value thofe 
that have it, and ufe it. And the fear of almighty God 
K that which begetteth and rmproveth bath thefe kinds of 
)»ftice.' Hence it was, that Mbfes in his choice of judges, 
direJf^s th-at they (hould be ** men fearing Gdd, and hat* 
•• ii^xovetourfhefs^" Jehofhaphat, in his charge to his 
judges, thought this the beft expedient to; con tain then* 
witlnji the bounds of juRice, to pu<tthem in remembrance 
before whom,, and for whom, th«y are to judge. Audi*, 
thcvw^y heathens- themfelves were fome of them ufeA 
fe> fet an empty chair in the place of judicature, as ane 
€Jinblem of the prefence of God, the invifible, and yet 
s^l (eelng Qo^^ as prefent in the courts of juftice^ ob*' 
ferving all" the judges do; and this they efteemed a» 
excellent n»an* to keep judges to their duty,- by re^. 
j^refenting t& them the glorious #od beholding thems. 
And as thus in diftributive juftice, the fear of God i» 
a great means to keep and improve it ; ib in commuta-* 
^ve juftice, the fear of God gives a fecret apd powers 
ful law to a man to keep and obferve it. And hence te 
isy that Joieph could give no greater afftyaace to his^bre^ 
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tliren of Ws juft dealiog with them tb to this, Gen. iKr. 18; 
*• This do, for I fear God ;" and oa the other fide, A- 
braham could have no gi'eater caufe of fufpicien of ill and 
vnjuil dealing from the people with whom he converged ,. 
than this, that they wanted the fear of God, Gen. u. 1 1.;; 
'f Becaufc 1 thought the fear of God was not in this place,. 
&c." The fenfe of the greatnefs, and xnajefty,. and pow- 
er, and juftice^ and all^ feeing prefence and command of 
almighty God, lays a greater obligation and engagement 
upon a man to fear a heart-fearching God, to deal juftlyc 
and honeftly, than all the terrors of deaths itfelf can do« 
. And if any one fay, how came it to pafs that the hea- 
thens that knew not, and therefore feared not the true. 
Cod, were yet great alerters, matsttainers, and pra^if* 
ers of all civil juftice and righte^ufnefs between man and 
man ? 1 fay, though they knew not the true God, they 
knew ihat there wa? a Godv>i^hem (tho* ignorantly) tliey 
feared : and this imperfeft and broken fear of God was; 
the true cau£b of tliat juftice and righteouiheis that was> 
fmccrely, and not for oftentation, pra^Ied among them ;,- 
and though they miftook the true God> yet hi this the^ 
were not miftakcn, thlt there was a God; and this ttptb 
bad tha,t great prevalence upon them, to do juftly: and 
if that ipnj>€rfe£l fear of God in them did fo much prevait 
as 10 make them fo juftj* how much more muft the true 
knowlege and the fear of the true God prevail to advances 
rightequfnefs and jiiftice in them, that have that fear of 
God in their hearts ? 

3. It is a gi'eat part of wifdom that concerns a perfon 
In the exercife of the duties of his relations ; and indeed it 
is a great part of juflice and righteoufnels. Now the fear 
of almighty God hath thefe two great advantages therein ; 
I . The wiJt of God inftru<£^s cxafily all relations in theic 
duties of thofe reciprocal relatiwis ; and this wiU of God . 
is revealed in his word, which contains excellent precepts, 
of all kinds, fuitaWe to every ieveral relation, a. The, 
fear of God fets theie disedbiens cloiie upon the hearty and 
is a fevere and cowftant obligation to ob/erve them. And 
fo this fear of God doth efte(!tually iit, habituate, guide*. 
and oblige a n^an to the duties of his ieverat relations : it^ 
makes a good magiftrate, a go6d fubjeft, a good hufband^. 
a good wife» a good father, a good childt a good. maf-*. 
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tet, agoodfervant; in all thofc fevcral kmd^ 6l* gttodneft 
that are pecoliar and proper to the fevend relations ^vrbere*' 
ia a man ftands. i 

4. Sincerity, uprightncft, intcgritj', atrdhoncfty, are- 
oercsimly true and real wifdoni. Let any ipan obrferve- 
k ^here he will, an hyp6crke, or difTembler, or doable*- 
.batted man, tho' he may fbnffl^ it out for a while, yiBtT- 
at the kmg' ran. he h difcover^d and drfappointed,' • an<f ' 
Itetr^ys-vepy much foUy at the latter end ; whena«plainv» 
fecere,v honeft min holds it out to the yery lift; fo that' 
^e proverb is moft true , That honefty is the ■■ bcft - polfcy,* > 
Nowthe great privilege of the feaf of God i^, that it make!- 
the heart fincere and upright, and that \irtll c6rtain!f 
make the words and adHons fb: fbr he is under thbienfe- 
of the in fpedHon and animad verfion of that God that fearch* * 
es the heart, and therefore he dares not lie, nor dfflfem^' 
We, nor flatter, ilor prevaricate; becattfe he knows the- 
jidre, all- feeing righteous God, that loves truth^nd inte- 
grity, and hates lying, and diilimulation, behiolds; -and' 
fees, and-obferves him; and knows hts thoughts*,* words,* 
and anions. It is true, that vain- glory, and ofteiirtJation , 
and reputation, anddefigns, and ends, may: tnany time* 
render the outward a<5lioi«' fpecious and ' fair; when the* 
heart runs quite another way, and accordingly. wouldr^ 
frame the adions, if thofe ends and defigns, and vain-glo- 
ry and oftcntation were- not in the way; b«t the; fearof ^ 
God begins with the heart, and purifies and re^tfics it; . 
and fr6m the heart thus re^ifi^d, grows -d conformity, iif^i 
the life, the worc&, and a(E^ions;' 

5r. The great occafions and rcafdns xy£ the fblfy of mart"^ 
kind, art 1. The unnilincfs^nd want of'govefnmetitofi 
the fbnfual appetite orlufts: hence grows irt€6mp<rdftce,l 
and excefs in mating aiid drinking, unlawful and cxorbi*^ 
tant IMst and thefe exhauft the ^ftate, wafte and 'ccw*^- 
fume the health, cmbafe and impoverifli the mind, de- 
ftroy the reputation, and rend^rmen unfit for induftry and« 
Irafinefs. 2. The.exorbitiincyjandtinrulsncfs, andirre-- 
gul:4nty'of the:paflion5; as, exceffive love of things that'- 
are either not lovely; or not deferving fo much love^ ex«^- 
eeft of an[ner, which oftentimes degenerates into^ tnaltce"^ 
and revenge; excefs of joy, in light, tnnal,'*inconfTderable ^ 
matters ; excefs of fear, where either no caufe of fear; or ' 
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not caufe of fo much fear is : and thefe exorbits^ces^f'psk^ 
fion betray the fuccours^ of reafoa, break out iato very 
foolifh, vaija, imprudent aflfons, and fill the woFid with\ 
much of that fo]ly and diforder that is: every where obfer- 
vable. ,. ,^. Thofe difeafes and difteinpcrs of the mind ;* 
as pridei vain-glory, ambition of honour, and place, and 
po\ver; iafoleocy, arrogamcy, envy, covetoufncfs, anci 
th^.Jike : thefe, I fay, ^re fo many ficknedes and cankers,., 
and rotten nJcers in the mind ; and, as- they, like the 
furies that were let loofe out of Pandora's box,, do raife 
iDoft c^thefe florms andtemp efls that are abroad- in the: 
vrOrld, fp theydifeafe and difolnler, and befet the- mmd 
'whe.retn. they are, and make mens lives a torment to them<*^ 
«4elve5, a^d put them upon very foolifh, vain, andfrantick 
s^ons and deportments^ and render men. perfed fools,^ 
madmen,, and without underflaaadmg ; and their, folly is« 
fo much the. greater, and the^ more incur^le,, that, lik^ 
fomc kind'Of fcantick raen> they think very goodly of^ 
ijiemfeives, think tbemfehres paffi&g wife me% and ap- 
plaod themfeWes ;: tho* it is moll apparent to aBy> indif*- 
ferent by-ftandcrs, that there Mre not a. fort of vainec 
foolifh perfons under heaven. Now, as we are tryly told,, 
tbek the firf^ degree and Rep o^ifdom is to put o£folly ;; 

Sapientia prima ejht 

Stiiliitia cctruijp ! 

fo It lis the method of the fear of God^^ the beginnrng ofT 
all true wifdain, to dtfbiurthen' a man of thefe originals^ 
and foundations of f6%. It giv«s a low to the fenfitive; 
appetite, briiigi?ttin^je£ttoa> keepsitwithin thelimttf 
and bounds of rcafon, and of thofe inflruajons and direc* 
tions that the wife God hath prefcribed ; it keeps it under 
difcipilne and rule; k dire^s the paflicms to their proper 
objeiSts^ and keeps them withm their due meafures, and 
within the due lines and limits of moderation^ and as be- 
comes a man that lives in the fight and obfervation of the 
Clod of glory, majefly, and holinefs; it cures thoft dif* 
eafes and diftempem of the mind, by the prcfence of this 
great prefervative aisidcathartick, the fear of Cod . If pride 
or vain -glory begin to bud in the foul^, he confiders that 
. the God he fe^rs refif^s the proud. This fear ^ii£&.a. wui 
in reuiembrancc of the.glaw»ttfa^?%irf^^ 
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#03 tyiod ; itid What i» a poor wonn,- that he fliOTild be 
proud or vam-g&orious in the pretence and fight of that 
might; God I \i ainbition or coyetouihels begin to ap^ 
pear, this fear of. God prefently remembers a man:, that 
the mighty God hath prohibited them ; that he hath pre- 
fented unto u» things of greater moment for oar defires 
than worldly wealth or honour ; that we are aU of hi^ 
houfhold, and mud content, ourfelves with that portion 
he allots us, withput preding beyond the meafure. of fo>- 
Wiety,. or dependance upon, or iubmiflion.tohim.: if re- 
venge dirs in our hearts, this fear of God. checks, tells; 
a man that he uforpsGod^s prerogative, whahath referv- 
ed vengeance ta himieif a& part of his own fovereignty : 
if that vermin envy begins to live and crawl' in our hearts, 
this fear of God cruiketh it l^ remen^binng vs that the. 
mighty God prohibits it,, that he k the fovcretgn Lord 
and Dkpenier c£ all things : if he bath given me Httle, 1 
ought to be contented; . if he hath, given, another more^ 
yet why (hoi^d my eye be evil, becaufe his eye is good ^ 
thus the fear of the Lord walks thorot^h the foul, and 
pulls up thofc weeds and roots of bitteraefs axid folly that 
mfe^ di^oiet,. diforder,^ and befool it.. 

6. Another grea& eaufe of folly in. the world ts inad- 
vertence, iftco^ifideratenefs, precipitancy, and over-hafti* 
mefs in fpeeches or aftions. If men had bat the patience 
many times to pauie but fo long in a^cMis and fpeeches; 
«r moment, as misbt ferve to repeat the Creed or Lord's 
Prayer,, memy fblhes in the world would be avoided, that 
da very much nufehief, both to themfelves and others ; 
and therefore inadvertence and precipitancy in things of 
great moment, ai^ that require OMich deliberation, mud 
needs be a very great foUy, becaufe the confequence of 
mifcarrlage in them is of greater monoent. Now the fear . 
of the Lord of heaven and earth being aif^usdly prefent 
npon the foul, and exerting itielf, is the greateft motive 
and obligation- in the world to confideration and attenti- 
on, touching things to be done or faid. When a man i«. 
to do any thing, or fpeak in the prefence of a great 
earthly prince,, the very awe and fear of that prince will 
give sffly man very much cbniideration touching, what he 
iaiith or doth, efpecially to- fee that it be ccHiformable ta; 
thoie \xm 2ta& edi^ ti^t this prmce hath made. Now^ 
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Che ^QZt God €f h€av€n and 6^tK' fiatfi, b fii>li6ff 
word, given us laws and rules touching our v^ords andf^ 
adtgns ; and what vr« ai^e to iky or do, is te be iaid off 
done in no It Is a ppeience- thaf^the prefence of tlie evc^— 
glorious God, vpho itri^Jy eyes and obierves every matt^ 
m the world, with the very jamc advenence ay if there 
were nothing el le for him to obierve ;• and certainty there' 
cannot be imagined a greater engagement to- advertence, 
and atstentioH) and «onltderaiion» than, thisr; ahd there- 
fore if the action or tpeech be of any momeAt, a man chat 
fears God will confider; i. Id this lawful to-be dlo^e or^ 
not ^ li it be ncrc,- how fball I do this great evil, and fiir 

^againftGodr 2. Bni if it.be lawfuli yet is it kt^ is \t 
convenient' is it feaiirmable ? if not, then I will not do^ 
ft, for it becomes not that pref<aice before whom 1 lrve» 
^. Again, if the thing be lawful and fit,, yet 1 will con-* 
filler how it is to- be done, what are the moll fiiftable cii»* 
cumltances to the honour and good pkafure csS^ that grea^: 
Cod before whom I iland. And this advertence and con- 

^fideration doth not only qualify my anions and wo^ds^ 
tirith wifdom-and prudence, in contempladoncof the du^ 
ty I owe to God; but ic gives an excellent opporsunity^^ 
very many times,* by giving pattfe and deHbefation, in^ 
referc'nee to my duty to God, to difcover n»ny humanr. 
ingredfents of wifdom and prudence reqnJfite to the choicev: 
of adttons and words, and the manner of doitig thehi ; fb- 
tJiat bcffdei the greater advantage of coflflderation anci^-: 
advertence, in relation to almfghty God, it doth Tuper- 
add this advantage alfo; for opportunity thereby of hti* 
mkvLf prudentiaJ coniideratiods, which- otherwifc, bjr • 
hade and pfecipit;ince^ in anions or words, would be^ 
1^; and it habitt^ates the mind to a tempef of cautioi), 
advertence, and confider^ios iff matters a^ well of fmalle^' 
afr of greater moments, aad ib obalfees a wife> attentive^ ancP 
confidcrate man. 

V 7> It mightily advanceth and improveth the woi'tlt* 
»id excellency of moft human adions in the world, and- 
makes them » nobler kind of a thing than otherwife with^ 
chit it they would be., 't^ake a man that is employed as a 
flatefman and politician, tho' he havi3 mttch wifdom ant^^ 
prudence, it comniotily degenerates into craft, and cun- 
niBg'i and pitiful ihuffling, witho^ the fear o^ God : bu« 
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mmgY^ xht fear df abnigbcj God wrth that kfnd of wif* 
dom, it renders it noble, and generous, and ftald, and 
koneft, and Itable, Again, ^ man that is much acquain- 
ted with the fubtiler kind of learning, as ph^ofoph^ for 
inftaiice, without the fear of God upon his heart, it will 
carry him over to pride, arrogance, felf-conceit, curio- 
litf, prcfumptfon ; but mingle it with the fear of God^ 
k will ennoble that knowlege, carry it up to the honour 
and glory of that God that b the Author of nature ; to 
the admiration of power, wifdom, and goodnefs ; it will 
keep him humble, modeil, fober, and yet radier with an 
advance, than detriment to his knowlege. Take a man 
indu(lrious in his calling, without the fear of God with 
it, he becomes a dnsdge to worldly ends, vexed when 
difappointed, overjoyed in iuccefs ; min^e but the fear 
of God with it, it will not abate lus isduflry, but fweeten 
it ; if he profper, he is tl^nkful to God that gives him 
power to get wealth ; if he mtfcariT', he is patient under 
the will and dtfpenfation of the God he fears, it turns 
the very employment of his calHng to a kind of religious 
dtity and exerc^e of his religion, without damage or de*^ 
triment to it. . 

8. The fear of God is certainly the greateft wifdom, 
becaufe it renders the mind full of tranquillity, and even- 
nefs in all ftates and conditions ; for he looks up to the 
great Lord of heaven and earth, confiders what he com- 
mands and requires, remembers that he obierves and eyes. 
all men, knows that his providence governs all things^ 
and this keeps him flill even and fquare, without any 
confiderable alteration, whatever his condition is. Is he 
rich, profperous, great ? yet he continues fafe, becaufe 
he continues humble, watchful, advertent, left he (hould be 
deceived and transported ; and he is careful to be the more 
thankful, and the more watchful, becaufe the command 
€»f his Qod» and the nature of his condition require it. 
Is he poor, ncgledled, unfuccefsful ? yet he remains ftill 
patient, humble, contented, thankful, dependent upon 
the God he fears. And furely every man muft needs 
agree, that fuch a man is a wtfer man than he who ' ia 
ever changed and traniported with his condition ; that if 
he be rich or powerfiil, there is nothing more vain, 
proudi infoUnt than he: and again,^ let hiis conditioa 
- ^ Uscome 
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jor, lo^, defpiied^ there is nothing under heav«s 

^jpondent, difpirited, hesu-tle^, difcontented, and 

/ed, than fuch a man y and aH for the want of the 

/ of aUnighty God, which being once put into the 

\. y^art, like the tree put by Mofes into the wsEter, cures the 
diibrder and uneafinefs of all conditions. 

9. In as much as the true fear of God is always mingl*' 
ed with the knowlege of the >^ill of God, and that will i» 
contained moft fiiily in his written ^^rord, it muft needs be 
thdt a man that truly fears the Lord, and is inflruded in 
the word of God, the precepts thereof muft needs be 
deeply digeded into his mind. Now as the» word is the 
"^pord of the ever- wife God, and thierefore certainly mult 
be full of moft wife dire<5lions ; fo lot any man butim* 
partially and deeply confider the precepts coAtained \vt 
jfche-word of God, ke fhall aflin-edly find the beft dire^li* 
ons in the world for aH kinds of morai and divine wifdom :^ 
and I do confidently fay, th^ in ail other books o^ mora«* 
Kty^ there are not for founds deep, certain, evident in^ 
ftru^fons of wifdcra (yet moft ftriifHy joined with' inn<^* 
eence and gocxJnefS') a? there bin tbis one book^ as would 
be eafily demonftrable even to a reafonable iadgment. j 
Irat thw is roo l^irge' a thett^ for tbiB pFace. 

ro. Bitt befidcs all this, there is yet a fecret, bar ^ 
Hioft certain truth, that Jnghliy ^impi^oveth that wiiHom^ 
which the fear of the Lord bringeth, and that is this^ 
that thofc that truly fear God, have a fecret guidance 
from a higher wrfdom than what is barely human ; nasne- 
ty, -** By the Spirit of truth and wifdom!,** that doch re« 
idly and truly, bet fecretly prevent and diVed them;^ 
And M no man think that this is a piece of faiiaticifm^ 
Any man that fincerety and truly fears almtghty^ God^ 
feh'es iFpon hmi', caHs upon him for his gutdasice and df«* 
^^ion, hath it as really as the fon hath the cpuniel and 
diredion of his father; and thro' the voice be not audi* 
ble> nor the direction always perceptible to fenfe, yet it 
h equally as real as if a man- hseard the voice, faytng; 

'•* This is the way, walk in k:**' and thisi fecret direftioi* 
ef almighty Gcxl is principally feen in matters relating 
to the good of the foul; but it may alfo be found- in the 
great and momentous concenis of this life, which a good 
man that fears God,' and beg*s his dire<9:ion, ihalj very 
«&%!>« if not at all times^ find*. 2^ ^efidestbis direction, 
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.# 'good ^fl^n. fouring Cod, fliall find his bleSng upon 
Ikim. It is tnie» chat xht portion of men fcariag God is 
not in this life ; oftentimes he meets with croiTes, aEiidb' 
ons, and troubks in lit ; his portion iis of a higher and 
more excellent itate and condition than ^his lite ; yet a 
man that fears God» hath alfo his bieiling in this life» 
even in relation to his .very temporal condition : for either 
his honeli and Juit intentions and endeavours are bleiled 
with iiiccefs and comfort, or if they be not, yet even his 
cro/Tes and difappointments are turned into a blefling ; 
for they make him morj humble and leis etteeming this 
prefent world, and ietting his heart ,upon a better, Rom. 
,viii, 28. For tt is aneverlailing truth, that all things fh ill 
^ork together for the bed, to them that love and fear 
almighty God ; and therefore cert^iinly Xuch a man is the 
{wifeit man. 

II. But yet farther : certainly it is one of .the greateft 
levidences of wifdom, to provide for the future, and to 
provide. for thofe things for the future that are qf greateft 
■moment, importance, and ufe. Upon diis account, the 
wile man, Prov. xxx. 25. admir^'the. wifdom, of the ant> 
:that little .creature, that yet provides his meat in :fuia* 
jner ; and we.efteem the folly of children and prodigab 
to lye in this, that they have no profpeift for the futucc 
how they ihall fubiiH hereafter. Now the wifdom of a 
;man that feareth God, difcovereth.itfelf in.this, that it 
provides and lays up a good and fafe (lore for the future, 
and that in re ipe<^ of thefe three.kinds of futurities, i • For 
:the future .part ot his life. 2. For the future evil days. 
3. For the future life, that .is to take .place after this pre- 
dfent, Ihort, uncertain, and tranfitory life. 

I . In refpedt of the future time of his life, it is true^ 
.our lives in this world are but ihort at bed ; and together 
iWith that ihortheis, they areivery uncertain. But yet the 
4nan fearing God, makes a due and fafeprovilion for that 
future portion of his life, hew ihort or how long ibe«er 
.it be. I. By a conftant walking in the fear of GoJ, he 
rCranfmits to the future part of his dife, a<quiet, >ierene» 
'And fair confdence, and avoids thofe evil fruits and con^ 
:iequences which a Anful life produceth, even in the a€- 
- *ter-timc of man*s life. The bruiies and hurts we receive 
in youthy ^e isany.times.m(»:e painfudin age, than^vhea 

we 



13^ QfWisDOM and 

^e firH received thera. Our lives are Hke IiUlb)ui4»eii's 
ieed-time ; if we few evil feeds in the time of our youth, 
k may be they may Uve &v^ ten, or more^ears, before 
they come up to a full crop, and poffibly then we tafte 
the fruit of thoie evil ways, in an unquipt tcmd or con- 
fcience^ or iome other four e£Fei^ of that evil feed. All 
this incouveniency a man fearii^ God prevents, and in- 
ftead thereof reaps a pkafiag and comfortable fruit of his 
walk, in the fear of God; namely, a quiet coafcience, 
and an even, fettled, ^peaceable ioul, 3. Biut befides 
this, by this means he keeps hi^mtereft in, and peace 
with almighty God ; and makes fure q£ the bell friend 
in the world for the after-time of his life, to whom he is 
fure to have accefs at all times, and upon all occalions, 
with comfort and acceptance; for it is ^n infallible truth, 
that God almighty never forfakes any man that forfakes 
not him. firft,. 

2. The lecond' futurity is,» the future evil day, which 
will moH certainly overtake every man ; either the day of 
feeble and decript age, or the day of ficknefs, or the day 
of death : and agai&ii tilj tho& the, true fear of God makes 

. a fafe and excellent provifion ; fo that altho' he may not 
avoid them, he may have a comfortable pafTage through 
them ; and in the midil of all thefe black clouds, the wit- 
nefs of a good con^irience fearing God, and the evidence 
of the divine favour, will ihine into the foul like a bright 
fun, with comfbrc, when a man ihall be able, with Heze- 
kiah, Ifa. xxxviii. 3, to appeal to almighty God, ** Re- 
^* member now, O Lord,. I befeech thee, how I have 
** walked before thee in truth , and in upriff htnefs of heart, 
«* and have done that which was good in. thy fight." This 
Vrill be a cordial under the faintnefs of old age, a relief 
uiider the pains of ficknefs, and a cure of the fear of death 
Itff^lf, which, to fuch a ibul, will be only a gate and 
paffiige to a life that will be free from all pains and ixifir- 
mities, a life of glory and immortality . 

3. The thicd futurity is, the life and ft ate after death. 
JVIoft certam it is, that fuch aftate there will be, and that 
it is but of two kinds, a ftate of everlafting happinefs, or 
a ftate of everlafting mifery ; and that all men in the 
-world do moft certainly belong to one of thefe two ftates 
or conditions; and as it is moft juft. and equal, fo it is 

,moft 
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*tOf! tnit, Aat they th*t truly fear God, and ofecy him, 
thro* Jefus Ghrift^ ihall be partakers of that crcrlafting 
ftate of b!e(]edoeis and immortal happhiefs; ami, oa the 
^thcr fide, they that rcjcft the fear of God, comemn and 
4ifobey his will, Ihall, without true repentance, befub- 
Jedt to a ftate of cvcrlaRiag mifery. Now herein the 
truefl and greateil wifdom of a man appears, that he 
duly, provides againft the latter, and to obtain the for- 
tner; all other wifdom of men, either to get human 
learhing, wealth, honour, power ; all wifdom c£ flatef* 
inen, and politicians, in comparifon of this wifdom, is but 
vain and trivial. And this is the wifdom that the fear of 
God teacheth and bringeth with it into the fouK i. Jt 
provides againft the greateft of evils, the everlafting ftate 
ofmifery, and infelicity, and eternal death. 2. It pro*- 
Ttdes-for, and attains an everlafting ftate of blelTednefs and 
Jhappinefs, of reft and peace, of glory and immortality, 
and eternal life; a ftate of that happinefs and glory that 
exceeds expre(&on and ap'prehenfion ; for *^ eye hath not 
** feen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
^' heart of man, the things that God hath laid up for 
** them that love htm," i Cor, ii. 9, And they only 
truly love God, that truly fear him, Mai. iii. 13. " And 
" they (namely, that fear God) fhatt be mine, faith the 
•* Lord, in that day when I make op my jewels,'* 

And now for the eonclufion of thii whole matter, let 
us now make a Ihort comparifon between the perfbns that 
fear not God, and.thofe that truly fear him ; and then 
let any man judge who is the fool, and who is the wife 
tnan. A man hatSi but a very fliort, uncertain time, in 
tills life, which, in comparifon of eternity, is le/s than 1^ 
moment. The great Cod of heaven in his word aftures us, 
that there is an eftate of immortality after this life, and 
^ that that immortal eftate is but of two kinds, an eftate of 
never -dying miicry, or an eftate of endlefs glory ; and 
tells them, " If you fear me, and obey thofe eafy com- 
mands that are contained in the book of the holy 
fcriptures, which I have given you, you Ihall infallibly 
attain everlafting life and happinefs ; and, even in this 
*' prefent life, (hall have the influence and prcfence of 
** my favour, to fupport, to dircdt and blefs you : on tli« 
*« other fide, if you refufe my fear, and reje(5t my con* 
Voi,. I.^ M / ** maiiJs, 
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mands» and prefer the unlawful and ram delufi(ms of 
this |)rcfent life before the obedience of my. will, and 
perfift icDtp^nitentlyln it, your portion (hall be cverlall- 
ing mifery." And now everlalting life, and everlafting 
death » being fet before the children of men, there are a 
' fort of m^n that rather chufe to difobey the command of 
God, reje^ his fear, and all this, that they may enjoy 
the pleafures of dn for a feafon, thofe pleafures that are 
fading and dying, that leave behind them a fting, that 
render their very enjoyment bitter, and that make even 
that very little life they enjoy, but a life of dilcomfort and 
unhappineis, in ipite of ail their pleafures ; or be they as 
' fincere as their own hearts can promifc them, yet they 
are. but for a feafon, a feaibn that in its longed period is 
but (hort, but is uncertfiin alfo; a little inconfiderate ac- 
cident, the breach of a vein, an ill air, a little ill-digefied 
portion of that excefi whetein they delight, may put a 
period to all th^fe pleafures, and to that life, in a year, 
in a week, in a day, in an hour» in an unthought mo- 
ment, before a man hath opportimity to confider, to be- 
•think himfelf, or to repent ; and then the door of life and 
liappinefs is fhut. Again, there are a fort of men, that 
confider this great • propofal, and chufe the fear of al- 
mighty Cod, and with it eternal life, and are content to 
deny themfelves in things unlawful, to obey almighty 
Cod, to keep his. favour, to walk humbly with him, to 
accept of the tender of life and falvation upon the. terms 
propounded by almighty God : and in the pra<ftice of this 
fear, they enjoy his favour,, and prefence, and love ; and 
after this life fpent, whether it be long or (hort, and 
whether their death be lingring or fudden, are fure, the 
next moment after death, to enjoy an immortal life pf 
glory and happinefs. Judge then which of thefe is the 
truly wife man, whether this be not a truth beyond dif- 
pute.^ ** The fear of God, that is wifdcm, and to de- 
" part from evil, is under ftanding." 
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Of /^^Ki^fewLEGE of CHRIST crucified. 

I C o R. ii. 2* 

For I determined not to knonu any thing among them, fave 
JefuJ Chrifly and him crucified, 

AS the undcTilandijig is thehighefl faculty of the rea- 
fonabie creature, becaufe upon it depends the regu- 
larity of the motions or adings of the ^^all and affe«5lionsj 
fo biowlege is the properect and noble ft a>3: or habit of 
that faculty, and without which it is without its proper 
end and employment, and the whole man without a due 
guidance and diredllon, Hof. iv. 6. " My people peril U 
*• for want of knowlege.'* 
^And as knowlege is the proper bufinefs ofthatgrea: 
faculty, fo the value of tliat knowlege, or employment of 
the underflanding, is dtverfified according to the fubj'edt 
about which ft is exercifei : for though ail knowlege of 
the va.d\ diflfering fubje^s agree in this one common ex- 
cellence, viz, the right reprelentaiion of the thing, as it 
is, unto the underftanding, or the conformity of the 
image created in the under {landing, unto the thing ob- 
jeiftively united to it,, which is truth in the underftanding ; 
yet it mttll needs be, that accot-Jing to the various values 
and degrees of the. things to be known, there arlfeth a di- 
verfity of the value or worth of that knowlege ; that which 
is of a thing more noble, ufeful, precious, mad needs be 
a more ubble, irfeful, precious knowlege, and accoriiag- 
ly, more to be defired. 

There have been, doubtlefs, mrany exceflen. under- 
ftandingj, that have been converfant about an exa(5l dif- 
quifition ofTlbrae particular truths; which, tho* as truths 
they agree in a common value wfch all others, yet in re- 
fpe<5t o{ their nature, ufe and value, are of no great ma- 
ment, whether known or not ; as concerning the precile* 
time of this or that paflkge iii fuch a profane htftory ; the 
criticifm oF this or that Latin word, or the like ; which, 
the' by accident, and by 'waiy of concomitance, they may- 
be of confiderable ufe, when mixed with, or relathig to 
' ; M. 2 . ibme 
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fome other matter of moment ; yet in tbemfelyes It^ve 
little value, becaufe little u/e: others liaye fpent^thelr 
^oughts in acqutring of knowlege, ia fome fpccial piece 
of nature, the fabrick of the eye, the progreffion of gene- 
ration in an egg, the relation and proportion of numbers^ 
weights, lines ; the generation of metals : and thefe, as 
they h^vt a relative confideration, to difcever and fet 
forth the wifdom of the great Creator, or to publick ufe» 
have great worth in them ; but in themfelves, tho' they 
have this excellence of truth in them, and confequently- 
in their kind feed and give light to the underftanding, 
which is a power that is naturally ordained unto, and 
greedy of, and delighted in truth tho' of a low and infe- 
rior conftitution ; yet they are not of that eminence and^ 
worth, as truths of f6me other, either higher, or mor^E. 
ufeful or durable nature: 

* As once our Saviour, in relation of things to he donc^ 
pronounced one thing only neceiTary, Luke i;^ 42. fo the 
upoftle, among the many things that are^ to be knowQy 
iixeth in the fame one thing neceflary to be known, Chrifl 
Jefus and him ^ucified. There are three fteps ; 

I. Not to know anything. Not as if ali other know- 
lege were condemned: Mofes's learning was notchargefl 
up^on him as a (in : Pa,urs fecular learning; was not con- 
demned, but ufeful to him: to.be knowing in our callings, 
in the qualities and difpofitions of perfons^ in the laws un- 
der which we live, in the modeft and fober inquiries of n?.- 
ture and arts, is not only not condemned, but commend- 
ed and ufeful, and what tends to the fctting forth the glo- 
ry of the God of wifdom. Even the difcretion of thc: 
hufcandman God owns as his, Ifa. xxviii. 26. ** For his. 
•* God doth inftrudt him to difcretion^ and doth teacfe. 
** him." But we muft determine to know nothing, in^ 
comparifon of that other knowlege of Chrjft Jefus ; ^s 
the apoille counted what things were gain, yet to be Jois 
for Chrift, Phil. iv. 7. fo we are to efteem tbdtknowleg« 
of other things otherwifc excellent, ufeful ,. adutir^ble^ 
yet to be folly, and vile} in comparifon of the knowlege 
odt^ Chriil ; and this requires, 

1 . A true an4 right e(timate of the value pf the know- 
lege of Chrift Jefus above other knowlege, and confe- 
quentiy aainfinitftpreferrisig thpreof beforeall ptheiP know- 

lege 
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Idge in our judgments, defire, and delight : and the pre^ 
p onderation of the knowlege ofChrift, above other knovr- 
leges, excells tnoft knowlege in all the enfuing particulars* 
but excells all knowlege infome,^ and thofa of moft con'- 
cernment, 

1. In the certainty of it. Mbff other knowleges arfe: 
either fuch as we take in by our fenfe and experience ; andi 
therein, tho' it is true that the ^v(Sk part of ^our know- 
lege, which, is neareft ta our ienfc, hath fomewhat of 
certainty in it, yet when w^ come to fubliraate and coUeft, 
;ind infer that tnowlegeinto univerfal or general conclu- 
fions, or to makededij<Sons, ratiociAaticMis, and' determina- 
tions from themj then we fail; and hence grew the dif- 
ference between: many philofophers. Again, the knowlege 
that we elicit from fenfe, is but very narrow if it (land* 
diere: for the forms of things, the matteror fubftance^ 
which is the fubjed of nature, are noteafily perceptible.* 
by fenfe; we fee the colour and' the figpre, and the va- 
ri-itibns of them, but we. da from-thence-only- make-con-- 
jeaures concerning the forms, fubftanccs*. and* matter t: 
erthey are fuch as we receive by tradttioHi.whetherhifto- 
rical or do6lrinal; and:: the former depends upon, the r 
credit of the relatori which mufl> in end depend- upoii^ 
another's credit, fo vanifheth* into- mufch; uncertain- 
ty, unlefs the-aiuthors be- very authentick and^ eye^wrt^- 
neffes ; and' as to- matters do<flrinali. ftill* that: depends; 
upon the opinion- of a man, ft may Be,, deduced: upoaa 
weak convJaions, crofTed by perfons of as grearjudgmen^, 
and fo breeds uncertainty, ditlradibn, anddtflScisfaaro^. 
in the knowlege; But in theknowlcge of Chritl, wehave^ 
greater certainty than can.bc found in anyof-aHahoft 
other knowleges. r. A' conftant tradition and reception^. 
by millions, before he came, that the Meffias' wa»> tb> 
comei and fihce he came, that in. truth he is'oome. ' 
2, The apoafe, evangelifts-, and difciples^ thar were; 
purpoftly cho-entobe-witneffes of GKrifl's miracles, doc- 
trine, fullering, and refurreaion. 3- The miradfes he; 
did, rhatare witnefl^d tons by a greater con fent of tefti- 
mony than any one pari of any hiftory of that antiqmty,. 
4. The piirity, fanaciy, and' juftnefs of'his Qbai4he,^ 
which was ne^^er attaihed' unto in the teachmg:of the. 
Bhiloibphew, nor ever any could, in the. Icaft meafure,, 
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impeach or Mam^. f. TIi€ prophecies ftifed moft jaffif^ 
/by the apoftle, a jnore certain evidence thaa the very vi- 
fioQof liistraAiGgu]:ation,.and a voice from heaven, 2 Pet. i- 
19. and fo in truth is^ a more undenia^e argument thait' ' 
any is; for it fe not capable of any fraud or impofturi^ 
,6. The wonderful prevailing that the knowlege of Chrift 
had upon the world, and thi& not only defaClo^ but back- 
ed with a prophecy that it (honld be fo» 7. The ad- 
•BiiraMe concordance and fyxnmetry that this inyftery of 
Chrift makes in the whole method of the proceeding of 
'God in the worlds as will be eafily obfervable upon thje; 
collation of thefe things tc^ether : the creation^ the fell,, 
the law, the flate of the Jews, the immortality of the 
foul, the neceiirty of a fatisfadioii for fm, if pardoned,. 
the types and facrifices, the prophecies, the rajodtion o^ 
the Jews, the calling of the Gentiks,^ the progrefs of the 
^ofpel to the new difcovered parts of the worid, fuccef- 
flvely Its difcovered : fo that a due coUe4Hon being made 
of all thefe, and other confidcrations, it will appear that 
the do<ftrine of Ghrift Jefus, and him crucified, is that: 
which-iiiakes the'difpenfation of God towards the childreji^ 
of men, to be all of a piece, and one thing in order ta 
another; Chrift the Mc^diator, in whom G<Ki hath ga^ 
thered, together all things in one, Eph. h 10. made it one 
fyftein, body, fabrick. 8. Befides the undeniable pro-^ 
|)hecies, there bears witnefs ta this tmtK the fecret 
powerful witnefs of the Spirit of God, c<mvincing the foul> 
ofthe truth of Chrift, beyond all the moral perfuafioi^» 
m the world, beyond the convi^ion of demonft»ation to 
'beKeve, to reft upon, to aflert it,, even to the lofe of) life, 
»^d all things. 

2. As in the certainty, ib in t£c plalancfs aedeafin^ 
; of the truth . The m€^ excellent fubjeas of other know- 
lege, have long windings, before sniMWLxan come at thenar 
and al'c of that dMBculty and abftrufenefs, that as every 
brain 5s not fit to undertake the acquiring of it, fo mucn 
pains, laboiii', induftry, advertency, affiduity is required 
. m die beft of judgments, to attain bnt a competent mea- 
fure of it : witnefs, the ftudies of arithmedtk, geometry,, 
natural philofophy, metaphyficks, isc. wherein g»ea* la- 
bour hath been taken to our hand» ta make the paffiige 
more eafy, and yet ftill they arc fuH of difficulty. But 



tf CWSi kf crucified. l^f 

iiit&Es IbAOwIege it is othertivife ; as it is a kaowleg^ fitted 
lor ^a univerial ufe,. the bringing hS mankind to God, i9 
it isi&ted with an iKuyedal fitnefs-and convenience fix* that 
nie^veal^r plain* and jFamiliar ; ** the poor receive the ^C* 
** ..gofpely" Mat. xi.^. And indeed the plainneis of the doo* 
trine was that whick made the wife world ftumble at it.^ 
and thence it was hid from the wife and prudent, Matth* 
zi. 2.5. who Uke Naaman, with the prophet. Could not be 
contended to be healed without fome great oftentation; nor 
were contended to think any thing could be the wifdbm o£ 
God». and thepower of God, unlefkit were: fome what that 
wereabArufe^ aadat lead conformable to that wkdom they 
]^d, and were troubled to think th^t thatwufdom or doc- 
trine that mui^ be of fo «:eat uie and end, (houid fall un- 
der the capacity of a fiinerman, a maker of tents, a ear- 
yenter» But thus it pleafed God to chufe a do£h*tne of an 
•afy.acquifilion. 1. That no flefh fhould glory in his fight, 
J Cor; i, 29. 2. That the way of falvation being acom^ 
.Aion thii^ propounded to all mankind, might be dlfBcuIc 
^ none. •*- Believe, and thy fins fhall be forgiven. Be- 
** lieve^ and thou* (halt be faved. Believe, and thou Ihak 
•* beraifedupto^gjory," John vi. 40. " This is the will 
^ of him that fent me-, that every on^ that feeth the Son, 
^ and believeth on him» may have eternal life, and 1 will 
•* Taife htm up at the laft day." 

3. A»,in the certainty and plairaxefs, fo in the fi^linii- 
>ty and l^oltine&of thrfubje^^. And hence it is that me- 
rtaphryficks^ifr reckoned the mod noble knbwlege, because 
^onverfant with, and about the nobleft fubje(f^ fubftance^ 
/•onfidered //r^i^/rtf/Z^firom corporeity,, and particular ad« 
^reots falling under other fdences. ^u the fubjeiflrof this 
. Anowl^^p is oiF thevhrghcfl rcon&kration ; .almighty God* 
die-dilpeofationof las couofid touching-man, inre&rence 
fo the evertafling. con^titm o^max^tad; the true.meafune 
ef jiift and uigud; the^ure wil^of God; the Son of Go^ 
»ai ias miracuknifi incamation, death, refurrefkion, and 
afcenfion; the g^reat covenant between the eternal God 
and h\\en man made, fea^ed, and confirmed In Chrid,; 
Jnsgr^ttranfadl^on with the Father in their eternal coun- 
iel, 9iXi<dif fince his afcepfion in his continual bterceOloA 
Sot man ; the meaeus oTthedircharge and fatis&u^on of 
tjie breach of the law of God> the date of the foul 

after 
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after death, in bleflednefs or mifery : thefe, and many of" 
thefe, are the fubje<fl of tliat knowiege that is reveakd in 
the knowiege of Chrrft. fuch as their ver)i^4ijatter fpeaks 
them to be of a moft high nature : the great tranfadions 
of the cQunfel and adminiitraiion of the mighty King of 
heaven m his kingdom, over the children ot men; luch 
as never fell under the difcovery, or 10 niuch as the dif- 
quiiition of tlie v^ifeft philolbphers ; and lUch as the very 
angeis of heaven deilre to look dowtiinto, 1 Pet. i, 12. and^ 
beiiold with admiraiion ; that manifold wiidom of God» 
which is revealed unto us, poor worms, in Chrilt Jefus,, 
4. As the matters are wonderfully high and fublime, 
fb they are of molt lingular ufe to be known. There be 
many pieces of karning in the woild, that are cbnveriant 
abuat high iirbje<fts j as that part of natural philofophy^ 
concerning the heaven and the foul, the metaphylicks,- 
the abitruier parts of the mathematicks that are not in or- 
dcr to pradlJce. But as it may fall out tliat the knowiege- 
01 the iubje(ft is unacceflTible in any certainty, fo if U werer 
never lb exadly known, is goes no farther ; and when it 
is Known there's an end, and no more uie of it. Where- 
as many times lubjcds of an inferior nature arc more uia- 
ful in their knovviege ; as practical mathematicks, mechar^ 
nicks, moral philoiophy, policy; but then they are d£ 
an inferior nature, more uicfuh, but perchance leis noble*. 
But- here is the privilege of the knowiege of Chrilt Jefus, 
tliat as it is of eminence and height, ib it is of ufe and- 
convenience, and that in the higheft meaiiire; as it is a 
pearl for beauty, io it is for value. Thi« knowiege is a. 
^kiid o£ catSoIicon, of Univerfal' ufe and convenience. 111. 
reference to this life : am 1 in want,, in contempt, in pri'- 
fon, in banilhment, in ficknefi, in death ? this knowiege. 
gives me contentednefs, patience, chearfulneJV, refigna- 
tion of myfelf to bis will, who hath i^aled my peace with' 
him, and favour from him; in the great covenant of bis- 
Son; and 1 can live upon this, though I were ready to* 
ftarve; when 1 am aflured that if it be for my good and 
the glory of his name, 1 (hall be deliv^ed ; if not, I can 
be contented, fo my jewd, the peace of God, and my 
own confcience, by the blood of Chrilt be fafe. Afti I in 
-wealth, honour, power, grcatnefs, efteem in the world ? 
this knowiege teacheth me humility, as knowing from 

whoai 
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whom I TCceiTod it : Sdelitj,. as knowiag to whom i 
null account for it ; watchfulnefs, as knowing tbe honour 
ef my Lord iscoocerned in fome meagre in my carriage ; 
and that the higher the employment is, the moreobnoji- 
ious I am to temptation; from without^ from them that 
watch for my halting; and from within^ by a deceitful 
heart : and in aU k teacheth me not to over- value it, nor 
to value myfelf the more by it» or for it ^ bceaufe the 
knowlege of Chrift Jefus pre^nts me with a continual ob- 
ject of a higher vajue, the price of the high calling of 
God in Chjrill : it teacheth me to look upon the glory of 
the world as ru(l> in comparifbn of the glory that excel- 
kth ; and that the greatedof men is a worm, in compa- 
rifon of the great God. And as thus, in reference to the 
temporal condition of my life, this knowlege of Chrifl is 
of lingular ufe, and makes a man a better philofopher 
than the be& of mic»rals, in reference thereunto ; i^y it 
guides me in the management of all relations, i. To 
God ; it prefents him unto me in that reprefentation that 
is rights full of majefty, yet full of love, which teacheth 
me reverence, and yet acceis with boldnefs, love and o- 
bedience. 2. To man; juftice^ giy'i^g every man his 
due, for fo the knowlege of Chrift teacheth me ; " Do 
** as ye would be done by ;'^ mercy > to forgive; compaA 
Son, to pity ; liberality, to relieve ; fobriety, in the ufe 
of creatures, and yet comfort in the enjoying of them ; a 
right ufe of the world, and yet a contempt of it, in com- 
parifon of my hope.. It makes death not terrible, becaufe 
a moil fore pafTage tQ life : here I find a way to get all 
XfXj fins pardoned, whereas, without this, all the world 
cannot contrive a latis&<Ekion for one ; i find a way to 
iDbtain fuch a righteoixfiaeis as is valuably with God, and 
perfed before him» even the righteoufiiefs of God in Chrii^* 
And here 1 find the means, su^d only means, to avoid the 
wrath to come, the terror of the judgt^ent of the greal: 
day; everlafttng life unto all eternity^ with the blefled 
God, and ouf Lord Jefix Chrift» and all the blefied an- 

Els, and the /pints of juft naen made perfect. Thus this 
owlege is ufeful for this Hfe, and that which is to come» 
and that in the higheft degree; which all other knowlege 
<omes ihort of^ aad attains not to any one of the leafl of 
Ihefe ends, 

1- I» 
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^. In the duration and continuance of it. 'Many fuB* 
je<5ts of knowlege there are, "wherein, by time, or at lead 
by death, the knowlege proves tinufeful, or at kail the 
labour thcFcin unprofitable or loft : for inftance, I ftudy 
to be very exaft in natural philofophy, the mixtures or 
conjunctions of qualitfes, elements, and a thoufand fuch ' 
enquiries ; of what ufe wiil this be when the world with 
the works thereof (hall be burnt up ? .or if it ihould not, 
what great benefit would this be to a feparated foul? 
which doubtlefs fhall either know "much more therein, 
without any pains, and fo the labour herfc is loft ; or it is 
fuch a knowlege as will be inconfiderable ot unufeful to 
it: and fo, and much more for the ftudies of policy,, 
methods of war, mechanical experiments, languages,, 
laws, cuftoms, hiftories ; all thefe within one minute af- 
ter death, will be as ufelefs as the knowlege of a taylor or 
Hioemaker ; they are all dated for the convenience and 
ufe of this life, and with it they vanilh. But here is the 
privilege and ad vantage* that this knowlege hath, as it 
ierves for this life, fo it ferves for that to come ; and tie 
mor^ it is improved here, the more IhaD it be dilated 
hereafter ; the higher meafure thereof I attain here,, 
the greater meafure of glory hereafter. As the more 
knowlege 1 have of the oayftery of Chrift here, the great- 
er is my fight and admiration of the wifdom, and good- 
nefs, and love of God ; the greater my joy, and compla- 
cence, and delight in that fight and fenfe, and the more 
my foul is carried out in love, and praife, and obedieiice 
unto him : fo in the life to come, that knowlege ihall iol- 
prove; and cohfequently the fenfe of the wifdom, mef- 
cy, and love of God, and confequently the flame'of thd- 
foul, of love, and praiie unto him, and delight and jdy 
in him, fhall increale unto all eternity. 

2. As thus the knowlege of Chrift Jefus and him cru- 
cified, excells all other knowlege, and fa in comparifdn 
thereof," all other knowlege, upon a .right judgment, is as 
nothing; fo the foul being rightly convinced thereof, fets; 
a higher price upon that knowlege, than \ipon all other! 
kijowlege befides ; it prizeth it highly in itfelf and others, 
reckons all other knowlegie without it but a curious igno- 
rance, or an impertinent knowlege, and contents itfelf 
abundantly in this knowlege, tho' it want other. 

3. Re- 
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5, Becaufe that "which is of moft concernment requires 
irijf greateli dlHgence to attain it, I am contented and 
greedy to ipend more time in attaining this than that ; 
&nd I will rob other iludies and difquifitioni of the time, 
that otherwife might be conducible to attain the knowlege 
of them, rather than thofe (Indies Ihould confume that, 
time that ihould be allotted to this. My time is part of 
that talent which my Maker hath put into my hand, and 
for which he will at the great day demand an account ; 
and if I have fpent that talent in unprofitable employ- 
ments, or in lefs profitable than I ihould, my arrear is fo 
much the greater:, if I have canfumed my time in ftudy- 
iog my preferment, honour, or wealth, in this world; 
in ftudying how to pleafe myfelf with vain and unnecef- 
iary recreations ; in unlawful or exceflive pleafurcs ; in 
unlawful and immoderate curiofities, which 1 might bet- 
ter have fpent in the ftudy of the myllery of Chrift, or 
the conformity unto that will and teAament he left me, 
or improving my interelt in him ; I have committed two 
follies at once : i , Loll my talent of time and opportunity, 
for which I am accountable as mifpent : 2. Loft that ad- 
vantage which I had in my hand, to improve my intereft 
in Go4, and favour from him, and love to him ; and tho* 
I have done fo much, as may perchance preferve the 
main, yet I have omitted fo much as might have more 
cncreafed my ftock of grace and glory; and tho' my ta- 
lent might have gained ten, yet at moft it hath gained but 
two. And furely when death comes, the moft comfort- 
able hours that can return to our memories, will be tho/e 
we fpent in improving the true and experimental, and 
pradical knowlege of Chrift Jefus, and him crucified. 
. 4. Confequently where this knowlege and the other 
knowlege of an inferior rate juftle and crofs one another, 
it is the beft wifdom to fide with this, and to deny the 
Other, to become a fool that we may be wife, i Cor. 
iii, 18. 

IL Th**^ much concerning the firft confideration : 
** I determined not to know any thing," viz. nothing in 
oompariibn of this* knowlege of' Chrift, nothing rather 
than not that, «* fave Jefus Chrift." And^ti:*tily well 
might the apbftle make all other knowlege give place to, 
• this : Ftrft^ for the excellency of it» whereof before : Se- 
condly, 
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€ontily, for tbe auipfitede md compafs o£lt ; for fh& it 
l>e fo exceilent, that a fhiall dram of it is fufHcient to heal 
and iave a ibul, if It be a right knowlege as is before ob* 
ferved; yet it is fo large, that when the beft knpwlegtf 
hath gone as far as it can, yet there is ftill aliquid ultra; 
«nc confideration of it, even the love of God, hath a; 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height, pailing know- 
iege, pph. iti. i8, 19. and yet there be other depths and 
heights in it than this ; fo that well might the apoflle con* 
elude as he doth, i Tim. iii. 16. " Without contfoverfy, 
•* great is the myftery of godlinefs, God manifefted in the 
** flefh." Therefore for the prefcnt y^ fliall confider, 

I. The V wonderful wifdom of God in contriving and 
Ordering the redemption of mankind by Jcfus Chrift'; and 
it is man^fted in thefe particulars, among others : , i. 
The' he made man the eminenteft of all his viflble crea- 
tures, for a moft eminent raanifcftation of his power and 
glory, and to be partaker of everlafting blefledne^, and 
yet in his eternal counfel refolved to leave him in the 
hands of Ms own liberty, and did moft certainly forefee 
that he would fall; yet he did fubftitute and provide, even 
from the fame eternity, a means whereby he might re- 
Aore the honour and glory of the Creator, and his crea- 
ture to the bleifednefs and the vifion of his creation. 3. 
That he fo ordered the means of man's redemption, that 
d greater glory came even by that redemption, than if 
man had never fallen, and a greater benefit to mankind : 
for the latter is apparent, that if there had been no Me- 
diator fent, the kaft fxn that any of the fons of men had 
committed, had been inexorably fatal to them, without 
any means of pardon : and, as Adam, tho' in his full li- 
berty and power, was mifled by temptation, fo might he 
have been, or any of his pofterky, tfeo' he had ftood that 
fiiock ; which is now admirably provided againft, by the 
fatisfaiftion of Chrift Jefus : and as thus it is better with 
the children of men, fo the glory of God is wonderfully 
advanced by it ; for if man had ftood in his innocence, 
God had had only the glory of his juftice in rewarding 
him ; or if he had fallen, the glory of his juftice in pu- 
nifhing him : but there had been no room for that glori-' 
ous attribute of his mercy in forgiving, without violation 
to his purity, truth, and juftice, that glorious attribute 

by 
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%y wbith lie fo often proclatmeth himfelf, Exod. xxxiv. 
'6. ** The Lord, the Lord God, merciful, gracious, long* 
** fuffering, abundant in goodnefs and tfuth, keeping 
** mercy for thouiands, forgiving iniquity, tranfgreffion 
«* and iin, and that will by no means clear the guilty." 
"g. That h# fo wonderfully ordered the redemption of 
man, that all his attributes were preferved inviolable: 
his truth, " The day thou "eateft> thou Ihalt die;" his 
juftice, yet his mercy ; his love to his creatures, yet his 
nated to fm : his Son fhall die to fatisfy his troth and 
juftice, yet the fmner fhall live to fatisfy his mercy: the 
fm Ihall be punilhed to juftifyTiis purity ; yet his creature 
fliall be faved to manifeft his love and goodnefs. And 
thus hiswifdom over- ruled fin, the worft of evils, to the 
improvement of iiis glory, and the good of his creature. 
4. His wifdora is manifefted in this, that by the redemp- 
tion of man all thofe ways of his adminrftration before the 
comrag of Chrift, do tiow appear to i>e excellently or'- 
idered to the redemption of man, and the making of it 
the more effe<5tual : the giving of a fevere and yet moil 
-jxift law, which' was impoifible for ns to fulfil, fHews ifs 
the wretchednefs of our condition ; otir inability to fulfil 
^hat was juft in God to require, fhews us the neceflity of 
la Saviour, drives us to him, and makes this city of refuge 
grateful and acceptable, and makes us fet a value upon that 
'mercy, which {a opportunely arid miercifally provided a 
facrrfice for us in the blood of Chrift, and a rightecmfncfs 
ibr us in the merits of Chrift, and a Mediator for us in the 
ifttercefSon of Chrift : and by this means alfo, all thofe 
'facriiices aud ceremonies, and obfervations enjoined lA 
the Levitical law, which carried not in themfelves a clear 
teafon of their iiiftitution, are now, by the fending of 
*<:hrift, rendered fignificant; 5. The wifdom of God is 
-tnagnified and advanced in this, in fulfilling the prophe- 
'tries of the fending the Meflias to fatisfy for the fins of 
"taankind, kgainft all the oppofitions and cafualties and 
•contingencies, that without an -over-ruling wifdo:u and 
*jjuidance might have difappointed k : and this done in 
"that perfe<aion, that, not one circumftance ortime, place, 
*t)erfo», concomitants, fhould, or did fail in it; and fo 
'1>e^iM witnefs to the infinite truth, power, and wifdom 
D^Oaa in bringing about his couufels in their perfeairtn, 
y0i>* U N touch- 



1^6 Of the, Knowlib<j£. 

touching this great bufinefs pf the redemption of man^ 
which was the very aid why he was created and placed 
iipon the earth ; and managing the villany of men, and 
the craft and malice of Satan, to bring about the greatefl: 
Wefling that was or could be provided for mankind, be- 
fides, and above, and againft the intention of the inftru- 
ment; Ads ii. 23. ** Him being delivered by the deter- 
** minate counfel and fore-knowlege of ^od, ye have 
** taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and flain.*' 
6, The unfearchable wifdom of God is maiiifefted in that 
lie provided fuch a Mediator that was fit for fo great a 
work: had all the world conful ted that God muft ^'S^r^ 
it had been impoilible ; and had all the world contribut- 
ed that any man, or all the men in the world fhould have 
been a iatisfadtory facrifice for. any one fin, it had been 
deficient. Here \% then the wonderful counfel of the moft 
high God ; the facrifice that is appointed (hall be fp or- 
dered, that God and man {hall be conjoined in one per- 
ion; that fo, as man, he might become a facrifice for 
iin ; and as God, that he might give a value to the facri- *' 
£ce. And this is the great myttery of godlincis, God 
manifefted in the flefli. 

2. The wonderful love of God to mankind: i, lu 
* thinking upon poor finful creatures, to contrive a way 
for a pardon for us, and rcfcuing us from that curfe which 
wejiad juftly deferv'd. 2. Thinking of iis for our good, 
when we fought it not, thcfught not of it. 3. When we 
were enemies againft God, and againil his very being. 4. 
Thinking of us not only for a pardon, but to provide for 
us a flate of glory and bleilednefs. 5. When that was 
not to be obtained, favinghis truth and juftfce, without 
a miraculous Mediator, confifting pf the divine and 
human nature united in one perfpn, in the perfon of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift ; here was love and gpodnefs of the 
greateft magnitude that ever was, or ever {hall be heard 
of, and fufficient to conquer our hearts im to admiration 
and aftonifliment; but yet itrefts not here. *^* As God fp 
loved the world, 'that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whofoever beJieveth in him, Ihould not perifh, but 
have everlafting life," John iii. 16. ^ the only begot- 
ten Son of God was not behind in this wonderful love, 
lNo*£boner (as we may with reverance fay) was thefcoun- 
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fel of the Pather propounded for the fending of his Son, 
but prefently the Son faith, " Lo, I come," Ffal. xliii. 7. 
Heb» X. 7. And now we will conlider upon what terms he 
muft come, or elfe the redemption of mankind muftx:eafe 
for ever : i . He muft come and empty himfelf df his glo- 
ry, of the perlonal majefty, and take our nature, yet 
without fm; he muft go thro* the natural infirmities, of 
infancy and childhood. '2. And not only muft he under- 
go this abafement, but he muft undergo the condition of 
a mean, a low birth, bom of a poor virgin in a ftable, 
laid in a manger, under the reputation of a carpenter's 
fon. 3 . And not only thus, but as foon as he is born, muft 
ufe the care of his mother toihift for his life away to E- 
gypt, to prevent the jealoufy and fury of Herod, 4. And 
when grown up ta youth, he muft undergo the form of a 
lervant, become a poor carpenter to work for his living, 
without any patrimony, or fo much as a houfe to coyer 
him. 5, He comes abroad into the world to exercife the 
miniftry, and the prologue of his own tragedy j ftill poor, 
deipifed of his own countrymen, andof thofe that were 
of reputation for learning and pretyi fcandalized under 
the name of an impoftor, a wine-biber, a friend to publi- 
cans and fmncrs, a worker by the devil, mad, and pof- 
iefled with a devil: thefe, and the Kke, were bis enter- 
tainments in the world ; and, whkli is more, he was often 
put to (hift for his life ; and In fum, what the prophet 
predided concernfng him was fulfilled ta the utmoft, Ifa, 
Kii. 3. ** Defpifed and rejected of men, a man of for rows, 
•' and acquainted with grief," and all this to befal the 
eternal Son of God under the veil of our ilefh ; and iili 
this voluntarily undertaken, and chearfuUy imdergone, 
even for the fake of his enemies, and thofc very people 
from whom he received thefe indignities. 

III. But all thefe were but foiail reli tat ions and con- 
fli(5ls preparatory to the main battle. We therefore come 
to the third confideration ; Chrift Jefus, and him crucifi- 
ed; there is an account of the. text. As Chrift Jefus is 
the rooft worthy fubjedt of all knowlege, fo Chrift Je- 
fus, under this confideration, as crucified, is that which 
is the fulleft of wonder, admiration love : and there- 
fore let us now take a furvey of Chrift Jefus crucified^ as 
that is the higheft o^anifeftation of his love^ fo it is the 
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eye, the Mfe.of the text 5 Ghrift above all other knowle^^ 
and Ghrift crucified above all oth^ knowlege of Chrift. 

A|id now a man upon the firft view would think this 
kind of knowlege, fo much here valued, were a ftrange 
kind of knowlege, and the prelation of this knowlege a 
(Grange miftake in the apoftle : i . Crucified. Death is 
the corruption of nature ; and fuch a kind of death, by 
crucifixion, the worft, the.vileft of deaths, carrying in it 
the puniihment of the loweft condition of men, and for 
the worft of offences ; and yet that death, and fuch a 
death, Ihouldbe the ambition of an apoftle's knowlege i» 
wonderful. 2. > Chrift crucified, carries in it a feeming ex- 
cefs of incongruity ; that he that was the eternalJSon of 
God, fiiould take upon him our nature, and in thatna- 
ture anointed and confecrated by the Father, full of in* 
nocence, purity, goodnefs,. fhbuld die, and that by fuch 
a death, and fo unjufliy : could this be the fubje£t or mat- 
ter of knowlege fo defireable, as to be preferred before alt 
Other knowlege, which lliould rather feem to be a matter of 
fo much horror, fo much indignation, that a nan might 
think it rather fit to be forgotten, than to be affe^cd or 
known. '3. Jefus crucified: a Saviour, and yet to bo^ 
crucified; it feems to blaft the expedlation ©ffalvation^ 
when the Captain of it muft die, be llain, be crucified; 
it carries in it a kind of vidory of death and hell over our 
falvation, when the inftrument thereof muft fufier death, 
and fuch a death. When the birth of Chrift was pro- 
claimed, indeed it w^as a matter of joy, and worth thci 
proclamation of angels, Luke ii. 12. *' To you is born 
** this day a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord;" and 
can the death of that Saviour be a thing defireable to be 
known ? the birth of Chrift feemed to be the rifing- fun,, 
that fcatter'd light, hope, arid comfort, to all nations ; 
but can the fetting of this Sun in fo dark a cloud as the 
crofs, be the choiceft piece of knowlege of him ? which 
feems, as it were, to ftrangle and ftifle our hopes, and 
puts us as it were upon the expoftulation of the difmay*4' 
difciples, Luke xxiv. 21.* " But we trufted it had beesi 
** he who fhould have redeemed Ifrael." 

But for all this, this knowlege of Chrift Jefus crucified^ 
will appear to be the moft excellent, comfortable^ ufeful 
knowlege in the world, if we fiiall confider tbeie particu* 

lars ; 
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lars : I. Who it was that fuffcrecT. 11. What he fuffer- 
ed, in. From whom. JV. How he fuffered. V. For 
whom he fufFered. VI. Why, aud upon what motive. 
VII. For what end he fuffered. VIII. What are the 
fruits and benefits that accrue by that fuffering. 

All thefe confiderations are wrapt up in this one fob- 
je(5t, ** Chrift Jefus, and him crucified," 

1. Who it was thax thus fuffered. It was Chrift Jefus- 
the eternal Son of God, clothed in our flefh; God and 
man united in one perfon ; his manhood giving him a 
capacity of fuffering; and his Godhead giving a value 
to that fuffering ; and each nature united in one pcrfoa 
to make a complete Redeemer ; the Heir of all things^ 
Heb. i. 2. the Prince of life, A<3s iii. rj. the Light that 
Hghteth every man that cometh into the world-, John i. 
9. As touching his divine nature, God over all* blefled. 
for ever, Rom. ix. 5, And se touching his human nature^ 
full of grace and truth, John i. 14. And in both, the 
beloved Son of the eternal God, in whom he proclaimed 
himfelf weH-pleafed, Matth, iii, 1 7 . But could no other 
perfon be fouad, that might fufier for the fins of manj 
but the Son of God ? Or, if the bufinefs of our^ falvation 
muft be tranfafted by hun alone^ could it not be without 
fuffering, and fuch fuffering as this ? No : As there wa*. 
no other name given under heaven, by which we might 
be faved> nor was there any found befides in the compafs 
lof the whole world, that could expiate for one fin- of man ; - 
but it muft be the arm of the almighty that muft bring 
felvation, Ifa. Ixtii. 5*. fo, if the bkffed Son of God wilt 
undertake the bu(mei», and become Captain of our fal»- 
vatfon, hemuftbemadeperfe^by fufiering, Heb. m'. la.. 
and v.. 9^ And if he wiTl Hand tir ftead. of man, he muft 
bear the wrath: of his Father-: if he will become fih for 
inan, tht^ he knew nafin> he- muft become a^ curfe foe 
man. And doubtlefs th » great my fter y of tike p6rf6n that 
fuffered, cannot chufe but be a very high: and excellent 
fubje<5b-of knwwfcger; fo-full of wonder and aftonHhment 
rfiat the angels gaze fnto k, i F-fet. ii 12. Ahd as it is ai 
ft range and wonderful thmg in itfelf, fo dbubtlefa k was. 
©rdained to high and wonderful* ends, bearing a fditable- 
nes unto the greatneftef the inftrument. This therefore rs- 
the firft confideration that advanceth the excellency of this. 
Knowleg^, the perfoathat was crucified*. 
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n. what he fufered. Cbrift Jcfus, and hm crucified, 
tho* all the courfeof his life, was a continual fuffering, and 
the preamble or walk unto his death which was the end of 
his life ; yet this was the compleating of all the reft, and 
the tide and wares of his fufferings did ftiil rife higher 
^nd higher, till it arrived in this ; and the feveral ftep4 
and alicents unto the crofs, tho' they began from his. birth, 
yet thofe that were more immediate began with the pre- 
paration to the pafTover. The council held by the chief 
priefts and fcribes, for the crucifying of our Saviour, was 
fat upon l%vo days before the pafTover, Matth. xxvi. 2^ 
Mark. xiv. i. And this was the firft ftep to mount Calva- 
ry ; and doiibtlefs it was no fmall addition to our Savi- 
our's paflion, that it was hatched in the council of the 
chief priefts and fcribes, the then external vifibic church, 
the huftjandmen of the vineyard, Matth. xxi. 33. But 
this is not all; as the viiible church of tht Jews is the 
conclave where this council is formed, fo Judas, a mem** 
ber of the vifible church of Chrift, one of the tewlve, 19 
the instrument to effect it, Matth. xxvi. 14. He contra^$ 
•with them for thirty pieces of filver, to betray'his Maftey 
unto them ; and furely this could not choofe but be a 

K-eat grief to our Saviour, that one of his feled apoftlc$ 
ould turn apoftate, and thereby bring a blemiih upoa 
the reft. 

Upon the day of eating the paflbver, called the firft day 
of the feaft of. unleavened bread, our Saviour and hi$ 
difciples keep the paflbver together in . Jerufalem ; and 
^ere the two memorials of our Saviour's paflion meet ; 
that of the paflbver inftituted by God, and the Ifraelites 
gomg out of Egypt ; and the bread and wine after fup* 
per, inftituted by our Saviour, to fucceed in the place of 
the former ; and each did, queftionlefs, make a deep im- 
predion upon our Saviour, in which he anticipated hi» 
pafllion, and lively reprefented to him, that breaking and 
pouring out of his blood and foul, which he was fudden- 
ly to fuffer : and doubtlefs here began a great meafurc 
©f our Saviour's paflion, in the apprehenfion vhich he 
had of that eminent ftorm which he miift fpeedily under- 
go. From the fupper they go together to tjie mount of 
6lives, and tjiere he acquaints his dilciples of a fpeedy 
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atxi (biTOwfiil parting they nauft have ; the (bepherd is to 
be fmitten that night, and the fheep ta be fcattered ; and 
as he forefaw Judas's treachery, ib he fbrefo^s Peter's in- 
firmifj: the ftorm ftould be ib violent, that Peter him' 
felf, the refolute apoftle, fhall deny his Mafter that night, 
and deny him thrice : and furely the iForefight of the di- 
fira<Sion th<lt fhonld belal his poor difciples, could not 
choofe but add nrach to their tender Mafter*s afflidion^ 
Matth. xxvi. 31. •' All ye Aall be offended becaufe of 
*« me this night.*' . . 

And now let us follow our blefled lx)rd from the mount 
of Olives, into the garden, cjilled by the apoftles Ceth- 
femane, with the affections of love and wonder in fome 
xneafurc becoming fuchan entertainment of our thoughts. 
The time that he chofe for his retirement, was the dead 
time of the night ; a fcafon that might the more contri^- 
bute to the ftrength of that fadnds, which the pre-appre-* 
benfioH of his imminent paiCon muft need§ occafion.' 
*Tht place that he chofe, a folitary retired garden, wherq 
nothing might or could interrupt or divert the intenfive^ 
»eis of his forrow and fear ; and to make both the time 
and place the more opportune for his agony, he leave? the 
?eft of his difciples, and takes with him only Peter, ahd 
the two fbns of Zebedce, Matth. xxvi. 37. and to thef<[t 
he imparts the beginning of his foVrow, that they might 
be witnefles of it, Matth. xxvi. 37. ** My foul is exceeding 
** forrowful, even unto death j" but yet commands their 
diftancc, ver. 38, ** Tarry ye here, and watch with 
**, me ; and he went a little further.. Watch with me :'* 
(he confufion of his foul was io great, that the only Son 
of God dii^rufts his own human ability to bear it'; and yet 
Jiis fubmiflion to xhis terrible conflidl was fo willing, that 
he leaves them- that he had appointed to watch with himi 
.*? He went a little further:*' the three difciples had 
doubtJefs a fympathy with their Mafter *s forrow, and yet 
the will of God fo orders it, that their excefs of lov^ and 
grief muft not keep their eyes waking, notwithftanding it 
was the laft requeft of their forrowful Mafter. ** TJie 
" difciples flept,** Matlh. xxvi. 40. And thus every cir^* 
jcumftance of time, place, and perfons, conuibutes to 
a fad and folitary opportunity for this moil terrible and 
black conflidl. And now in this garden the mighty God 
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puts his Son to grief, lades him with our forrows, Ifa^ 
iili. 4. withdraws and hides from him the light of his fa- 
vour and countenance; interpofeth a thick and black cloud 
between the divinity and the human nature, darts into 
his foul the fad and Iharp manifeflations of lus wrath ^ 
overwhelms his foul with one wave after another ; fend^^ 
mto him the moft exqurfite pre-apprehenfions of thoie fad 
and fevere fufferings he was the next day to undergo, be- 
gins to make his foul an offering for fin, and heightens^ 
his forrow, confufion, and siftoniihment, mito the utter- 
moft : in fum, the mighty God, the God of the fpi- 
rits of all flefh, who knows the way into thefbuJ, and' 
how to fill it with the moft fad and black aftonifhment and 
forrow, was pleafed at this time to eftrange and ecliplc' 
the manifeftation of his light and love to his only Son, ^1 

as far as was poffibly confiilent with his fccret and eternal \ 
love unto him, to throw into him as {ad and amazing ap- ^ 
prehenfions of his wrath, as was poflible to be conuftent j 

with the human nature to bear ; to- fortify and ftrcngthen 
his fenfe of it, and forrow for, and under it, unto the 
uttermoft, that fo his grief and forrow, and conkifion of 
foul might be brim-full, and as much as the exadleft con- 
ftitution of a human nature could poflibly bear. And 
thus now, at this time, the arm oi the mighty God' was 
bruifing the foul of his only Son, Ifa. lili. 16. And cer* 
teinly the extremity of this agony within, muft needs be 
▼ery great, if we confider the ftrange eflFeds it had with- 
out. I. That pathetical defcription that our Saviour 
himfelf makes of it, " M7 foul is exceeding forrowful, c- 
** ven unto death,'' Matth. xxvi. 37. fo forfowful, ex- 
ceeding forrowful,' forrowful unto death ; and the exprcf- 
fions of the evangelifts, Mat. xxvi. 37. '♦He began to be 
" forrowful, and very heavy." Mark. xiv. 33. " He 
** began to be fore amazed, and to be very heavy." It 
was fuch a forrow as brought with it an amazement, an 
aftoniihment. 2. Agam, that ftrange requeft to his dii^ 
ciptes, " Tarry ye, and watch with me :" as if he feared 
the forrow would overwhelm him. 3. Again,, his pray- 
er, and the manner of it, evidence a moft wonderful per- 
turbation within^ Matth. xxvi. 39. " He fell on his face 
«* and prayed:** and what was the thing he prayed f 
•< Father, if it be poflible, let this cup pafs from me;'* 
or as Mark xiv, 36. •* Abba, Fathtr, all tilings are po{^ 
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•* fa>l€ Tinto thee, take away this cup from me," &c, 
Altho' that.tb^is was the very end for which he came into- 
the world : the cup. which ia.former times he reached af- 
ter, and was iirsiitned till it were fulfilled ; yet fuch a re- 
prefentatk>n there is thereof to his foui^, that aitho' in th^ 
will of hi& obedience he fubmits; *< Not my will, but thine 
** be done :" yet his nature Ihrinks and ftarts at it; and 
he engageth almighty God. as much».and upon as great 
arguments as was po£Gble, to d^line the feverity of that 
wrath which he was now to grapple with* i . Upon th« 
account of his omnipotency ; '' All things are pofUble^ 
'* to thee. 2, Upoii the account of his relation, *• Ab- 
** ba. Father. It is not a.ftranger that importunes thee ; 
" it is thy Son; that Son in whom thou didft proclaim 
*^* thyfelf weli'pleafed ; that Son, whom thou heareft al- 
** ways ; it is he that begs of thee, and begs of tliee 4 
^* difpenfation from that which he moft declines^ becaufe 
'* he moft loves thee, the terrible, unfupportable, hid- 
*' ing thy face from me*" And this was not one iingle 
requefl, but thrice repeated, reiterated, and that with 
more earneflneiss Mark xiv. 29. *^* And agaim he went; 
'.' ajway and prayed, and ipake the fame words.*' Luk^ 
xxii. 44. *^ And being in an agony, he prayed more ear* 
*• neftly." Certsunly that impreffion upon his foul, thatj 
caufed him to deprecate that for which he was bom, tQ 
deprecate it fo often, fo eameftly, mull needs be a forrow, 
and apprehension of a very terrible and exceeding tx^ 
tremity. 4. Such was the weight of his forrow, and con- 
fufion of his foui, that it even exceeded the Arength o£ 
his human nature to bear it^ it was ready to dii&lve tha 
vnion between his body and foul ; infomuch, that to adcL 
farther ftrength untQ htm, and capacity to undergo the 
meafure o£ it, an angel from heaven is fent, not merely 
to comfort, but to ftrengthen him ; to add a farther dc'^ 
gree of ftrength to his human nature, to bea^^ the weight, 
of that wraUi. which had in good eamel^ made his foui 
fprrowful unto deaths had it not boen Clrengthened by^ 
the miniilration of an an|^e), Luke xxii. 43^. Aod this af- 
Mance of the angel, as it did not allay the foprow of his^ 
ipul, fo neither did it intermit his impoptunity to be de« 
livered from the thing he felt and feared ; but did only 
fiipport and fttenigUie];^ him. to be^ a gres^ter bi^then of 
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it; and as tie meafure of his ftrengtb was increafeJ, ft 

was the burthen which he muft undergo, increafed ; for 

after this he prayed again more earneltly the third lime,. 

Luke xxii. 43. I'he fupply of his ftrcngth was fucceedcd 

with an addition of forrow, and the increaft of his forrow 

was followed with the greater importunity ; ** He prayed 

•' more cameftly,'* Heb. v. 7. " With ftrpng crying and 

** tears." Luke xxiii. 44. " And being in an agony, he 

•* prayed more earneftly, and his fweat was as it were 

" great drops of blood falling down to the ground,*' 

This was his third addrels to his Father, Matth. xxvi. 44. 

And here was the higheft pitch of our Saviour's paflioa 

in the garden ; his foul was in an agony, in the grcatcft 

concuffion, confufion, and extremity of forrow, fear, an- 

guifh and aftonilhment, that was poffible to be inflifted 

by the mighty hand of God> on the foul of Chrift, that 

could be confident wrth the purity of the nature of our 

Saviour, and the infeparable union that it had with the 

divine nature ; infomuch, that the confufion and diftrac- 

tion of his foul under it, and the ftruggling and grappling' 

of his foul with it, did make fuch an impreflion upon his 

body, that the like was never before or fmce. The 

feafon of the year was cold, for fo it appears, John xviii. 

8. The fervants and officers had made a fire of coals, 

for it was cold ; and the feafon of the time was cold ; 

it was, as near as we may guefs, about mid-night, 

when the fun was at his greateft diftance, and obftrufted 

in his influence by the interpofition of the earth ; for it 

appears they came with lanthorns and torches whew they 

apprehended him, John xviii. 3. And he was brought tcr 

the high-prieft's hall, a little before cock- crowing, after 

fbme time had be'cn fpent in his examination, Matth. xxvt, 

69. And yet for all this, f^ch is the agony and pertur- 

, bation of our Saviour's foul, that in this cold feafop it 
puts his body in a fwdat, a fweat of blood, great drops 
of blood, drops of blood falling down to the ground ; 

«and certainly it was no light conflict within, that ca^fed 
fuch a ftrange and iraheard of fymptom without. Cer- 
tainly the ftorm in the foul of Chrift muft needs be verjr 
terrible, that his blood, the feat of his vital fpirits, could 
no longer abide the fenfe of it, but ftarted out in a fweat 
of Uoodi and fuch a fweat that was oiC2re than confident 

with 
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vnth thfi ordinary conftitution of human nature. And 
(during this time, even from the eating of the paflbver 
until this thii c! addrefs to his Father was ovcr> the (uf- 
•fering of our Saviour lay principally, if not only, in his 
ibul. Almighty God w^s wounding of his fpirit, and 
making his foul an offering for fm ; and tho* the diftindl 
and clear manner of this bruifing of our Saviour's foul 
cannot be apprehended by us, yet furely thus much we 
may conclude concerning it. i . ** He was made (in for us, 
** that knew no fm," 2 Cor, v. 21. He flood under the 
imputation of all our fins ; and tho* he were perfonally 
innocent, yet judicially, and by way of interpretation, 
he was the greateft offender that ever was; for "the 
*' Lord laid upon him the iniquity of us all," Ifa. liii. 6. 
2. And confequenUy he was under the imputation of all 
the guilt of thofe fins^ and (lands, in relation unto God 
the righteous Judge, under the fame obligation to what- 
foever puniihment the very perfons of the offenders were, 
unto the uttermod of that confiilency that it had with the 
unfeparable union unto the Father : and this obligation 
unto the punifltment could not chufc but work the fame 
cffeds in our Saviour, as it mud do in the finner (de/pe- 
ration and fin excepted) to wit, a fad apprchenfion of 
the wrath of God againft him. The purity and juftice of 
God, which hath nothing that it hates but fin, mull pur- 
fue fin where ever it finds it. And as when it finis fin per* 
fonally in any mag, the wrath of Cod will abide there, fo 
long as fin abides ; fo when it finds the fame fin affumed 
by ourXord, and bound as it were to him', as the wood 
was to Ifaac when he was laid upon the altar, the wrach 
of God could not chuie but be apprehended as incum- 
bent upon him, till that fin that by imputation lay upon 
him was difcharg^d. For as our Lord was pleafed to be 
our reprefentative in bearing oiir fins, and to (land in our 
(lead : fo all thefe affeilions and motioais of his foul did 
bear the fame conformity, as if adled by us : as he put on 
the perfon of the finner, fo he puts on the (ame forrow, 
the fame (hame, the fame fear, the fame trembling, un*^ 
der the .apprehenfions of the wrath of his Father, that we 
mud have done : and fo as an imputed fin drew with ?t 
the obligation unto punifliment ; fo it did, by neceffary 
.£onfequence« raife all thofe confufions and dorms in the 
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foul of Cferill, as it would have done in the perfim ofthtt^ 
finner, fin only stetepted. \ 3. luthis garden as he ftandx 
under the Cm and guilt of our nature, fo he ftands 
Under the curfe erf" our nature, to wit, a necefSty of 
death, and of undergoing the wrath of God, for that 
fin whofe punilhraent he hath undertaken for us : the 
former, the diiTolution of his body and foul, by a moft 
accurfed death; and the latter, the fuSering of his foul ; 
and this latter he is now under. God is pleafed to iiifiid 
upon him all the manifeftatioas of his 'Wrath, and to fling 
into his foul the Iharpcft and fevered reprefentationof his 
difpleafore that might poffibly befal him under that bare 
imputed guilt, confidering the dignity of his perfon. And 
furely this was more terrible to c-ur Saviour than all his 
corporeal fufFerings were : under all thofe not one word, 
no perturbation at ail, but ** as a fheep before his (hear- 
** ers is dumb, fo he opened not his mouth :" but thfe 
lenfe of the difpleafure of his Father, and the impreffi- 
Ons that it makes upon the foul, thofe he cannot beat 
without forrow, even unta deiath, without moft tmportu'- 
nate addrefles to be delivered from them, and moft 
ftrange concuflion and agony upon his foul and body, 
under the (enfe of them. And theadtual iftanifeftation 
of the wrath of God upon his Son, coilfifted in theft two 
things principally. 

1 . Filling the foul with ftrange arid violent fears and 
terrors, infomuch that he was in an amazemctit and con- 
fternation of the fpirit ; the paffion- pfalm renders it, Pfal. 
'xxii. 14, " My heart is like wax, it is melted in the midft 
«« of my bowels." The God of the fpirits of all flefh, 
that knows how to grind and bruifo the fpirit, did bruifo 
and melt his foul within him with terrors, fears, and fed 
pre-apprehenfions of WOrfe to follow, 

2. A ferifible withdrawing, by hafty and fwift degree^, 

the light of the prefence and faveur of God : he" is for- 

'rowful and troubled, and he goes to hts.Father"to defii^e 

jlt may pafs from him, but no 'anfWfer ; he goes again, 
but yet no anfwer ; and yet under thie* preflfurc ana ex- 

' tremity, he goes again the third time with more eariieft- 
nefs, agony, in a fweat of btodd, yet no, it cannot be: 
and this was a terrible "condition, that the'lrght of the 
countenance of the Father, is removed from his Son, his 

' cftfly Son, in ysrhom he was well pleafed : his Soa whona 
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lie had heard always. And when he comes to the Father 
under the greateft obligation that can be, with the 
greateft reverence, with the greateft importunity ; once, 
end again, and a third time ; and that, filled within 
•with fears, and covered without with blood, and yet no 
anfwer ; but all light, and acceis with favour intercept- 
ed, witii nothing but blacknefs and iilence. Certainly 
this was a terrible cup, yet thus it was with our" Saviour 
Chrift ; the light of the favour of God, like the fun in an 
^clipfe, from the very inftitution of the facrament, began 
to be covered one degree after another ; and in the third 
addrefs to the Father in the garden, it was even quite 
^ne ; but at that great hour, when our Saviour cried, 
**» My God, my God, why. haft thou^ foriaken me ?** then 
both lights, that greater light of the favour of God to 
his only Son, together with the light of the fun, feemcd 
to be under a total eclipfe ; and this was that whicli 
bruifed the ibul of our Saviour, and made it an offering 
for fm ; and this was that which wrupg drops of blood 
from our Saviour's body, before the thorns, or whips, or 
the nails, or the fpear had torn* his veins. 

And now after this third application for a deliverance 
irom the terrible cup of the wTath of God, and yet no 
difpenfation obtained, be returns to his tniferabje com- 
forters, the three difciples, and he finds them a third 
time afleep : thefe very three difciples were once the wit- 
neffes of a glorious traosfiguration of our Saviour in ths 
mount, and in an extafy of joy and fear they fell on their 
faces, IVIatth. xvii. 6. And now they are to be witocflcs 
of a fad transfiguration of their Lord, under an agcmy and 
fweat of blood ; and now under an extafy of forrow they 
are not able to watch with their Lor-d One hour. Our 
Saviour calls them, but whilft they were fcarce a>vakened, 
tbey ate ronzed by. a louder alann, Matth* xxvi. 47. 
** "Whilft he yet fpake, Judas, one of the twelve, came, 
<* and with him a great multi^-ude, with fwords and 
*• flaves from the high-priefts, John xviii. g. ** with 
**'lanthoms and torches:'* and tho' this was littl? in 
companion of the ftorm that was in our Saviour's foul ; 
yet fiich an appearance at fuch a time of the night, and 
to a perfon under fiich a fad condition, could not but 
be terrible to flefh and blood ; efpeciaUy, if we ccn- 
'fider the circumftances that attend it. i. An apoftle. 
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jont of the twelve^ he it is that conduAs this black 
jgnsLtd, Matth, x\m, 47, •' Whomfoever I fliall kils, that 
•* fame is he, hold, hira faft;'* one that had been "wit- 
neis of all his miracles, heard all His divine fermons, ac- 
quainted with all his retirements; he, whofe feet his 
Mafter with love and tendernefs had wafhed, who withia 
a few hours before had fuppcd with him, at that fupper 
of folemnky and love, the pafTover ;. this.is he that is ia 
the head of tjiis crew : certainly this had in it an aggra- 
vation of forrow to our blefTed Saviour, to be betrayed 
by a difciple. 2. The manner of it, he betrays him by a 
kifs : an emblem of homage and Jove is made ufe of to be 
the fignal of fcom and contempt, as well as treachery 
and villany. 3. Again, the carriage of his difciples, fuU 
of raftinefs, and yet of cowardice ; they flrike a fcrvant 
of the high-prieft, and cut off his ear, Matth. xxvi. 57. 
which, had not the meeknefs and mercy of our Saviour 
prevenied by a miraculous cure, might have added a 
blemifh to the fweetnefs and innocence of his fuffering. 
He rebukes the- raftinefs of his diTciple, and cures the 
wound of his enemy. Again, of cowardice, Matth^ xxvu 
56. ** Then all the difciples forfbok him and fled;" and 
Peter himfelf, that but now had profefTed the reiblutiou 
of his iove to his Mafter, follows but afar off, Matth^ 
xxvi. 58. in the pofturc and profeflion of a ftranger and 
a fpe<flator ; fo foon w^as the love and honour of a Mafter, 
deferved by fo much love, and purity, and miracles, loft 
in the fouls of the very difciples. 

After this he is brought to the high- priefts, the folemn 
aflcrably of the then vifiblc church of the Jews', in th^ 
perfons of the greateft reverence and efteem among them, 
the high-priefts, fcribes, and elders, and before them 
acdifed, and convicted of thofe crimes that might render 
him odious to the Jews, Romans, and all good men, blaf- 
phemy ; and by them pwnpunced worthy of death, 
Matth. xxvi. 66. and after this expo fed to the bafcft 
nfage-of the bafeft of their retinue ; the fervants fpit oa 
him, buffet him, expofe him to fcom, faying, ** Pror 
'* phefy unto us, thou tlhrift, who is he that fmote 
,** thee?" Matth. xxvi. 67. Injuries lefs tolerable than 
death, to an ingenuous nature: and, to add to all the 
reft, Peter, inftead of reproving the infolenccs of the ab- 
jeils, and bearing a part with his Mafter in his injuries, 
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thrice denying his Mafter, and that with an oath and 
curfmg : fo far was he from owjiing his Maftcr in his ai- 
' yerfity, that he denied he knew hi^n, and this in the vqc^ 
prefence of oUr Saviour, Luke xxii. 61. " And* the Lord 
'* turned and looked upon Peter." Certainly that look of 
our Saviour,' as it carried a fecret mei&ge of a gcntie rc- 
prehenfiori, fo alio of much forrpw and grief in our Lord, 
^ if he ihouid have faid, " Ah, Peter, canft thou fee 
•' thy Saviour thus ufed, a\id wilt fhou yet not own mc ? 
•* or if thou wilt not, yet mull thou neoJs deny me ; 
•* deny me thrice, deny me with oaths, and with exe- 
** crations? the unkindnefs of a difciple, and fuch a dlf- 
** ciple that haft been privy to ray glory in my tranfigu- 
f* ration, and to my agony in the garden, cuts me deep- 
** er than the fcorns and derifions of thcfe abj^dls ; but 
'* that'^ not all, this apoHacy ,of thin^, thefe denials, 
•* thefe oaths, thfefe execrations will lye heavy upon me 
, *<.anon, and add to that unfupportabl^ burtliea that I 
'** am Under : the thorns aud the whips, and the nails • 
** that I muft anon fuffer, will l>e the more envenomed by 
*• thefe fins of tliine; and thou cadeft more gall into that 
bitter cup that I am drinking, than all the malice .of 
mine enemies couid do : in ^\\(i^ tho' thou goeft out 
and weepeft bitterly, yet thefe fins of thine would ftick 
*• unto thy foul unto eternity, if I (Jiould not bear them 
for thee ; they coft thee.fonitf tear's, but they rauft coll 
me my blood/* 

The next morning* tlie high-priefts and elders hold a 
fecon4 confultationi aa foon as it was day, Luke xxii. 66 
Their maiice was fo folicrtous, that they prevent the mor- 
ning fun ; and. after they had again examined him, and 
in that council charged him with blafphemy, the coun- 
cil and the whole mutcitude led him bound to Pilate, 
and there they accufe him ; ,and> to make their accufa- 
tion the more grievous, charge him with fedition againO; 
the Romans; and though he had no other advocate \s\xt 
filencc and innocence, for he anfwered them nothing, 
yet the judge acquits him, Luke xxiii. 23, "I find no 
** favilt in him;" and yet to fiitft his hands of the em- 
ployment, and to gratify an adverfiu-y, he fends him to 
Herod, and his accufers follow him thither alfo, Luke 
xxiii, JO. The chief priefts and fcribes vehemently accufe 
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him: Herod^ when he had fatisfy'd his curiefitp m the 
fight of X'sfus, to add to the fcorn of our Saviour, expo- 
ieth him to the derifion of his rude foldiers, aad cloaths 
him with a gorgeous robe, and remands him to ¥^te« 
Thus in triumph and fcorn he is fent from place to place z 
jRril to Annas, then Caiphas; then convened before the 
council of the priefts; then fent into the high- prieft's hall ^ 
then reconvened before the council v then icrit bound ta 
Pilate, and from thence to Herod,, and from him back 
again to Pilate : and in all thofe tranflations from place 
to place expoled unto, and entertained with new icomft 
and dendons, and contem^pts. 

At his return to Pilate, he agai^n the fecond time de^ 
clares his innocence ; that neither he nor Herod found 
any thing worthy of death,. Luke xxiii, 15, and yet ta^ 
gratify the Jews he offers to have him fcourgcd, whoo!^ 
he pronounceth innocent ; yet to avoid the grois injufticc 
of a fentcnce-ctf death, offers to releafe him, to obfcrve 
their cullom, but this could not fatisfy. To prcferve their 
cuftom, and yet to fulfil their malice, they choTe the re- 
prieve of Barrabbas, a murderer, and importune the cru?- 
cifying of the innocent Jefus : and now the third time 
Pilate pronounceth him innocent, Luke rxiii. 22. and yet 
delivers him over to be crucified. The executioaers did 
it to the uttermod; and to add pain and fcorn to hi& 
fcourging, put upon him a crown of thorns; and in-thii 
difguife of blood and contempt he bring him forth, fhewa 
him to his perfecutors, John xix. 5* ** Behold the Man,'*" 
as if he fhould have faid, ** You Jews that have accuied 
'^ this naan, muft know I find no fault in him ; yet to fa- 
tisfy your importunity, I have delivered him over to the 
fevcreft and* vileft punifiiment next unto death, fcourg- 
ing and icorn ; here he is, fee what a fpedacle it is,, 
let this fatisfy your envy." But all this will not ferve, 
there is nothing below the vileft of deaths can fatisfy ; aU 
cry out, crucify him : and when the judge profefleth he 
finds nothing worthy of death, they impofc a taw of their 
own ; " Wq have a law, and by our law he oug^ht to die» 
«* becaufe he made himfelf the Son of God,'* Jolin xix. 7. 
But when this rather made the judge the more cautious, they 
engage him upon his fidelity to Cacfar his mafter, •• He 
< < that maketh himfelf a king» fpeaketk agaiufl CstCatr : ** 
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Wt all this was not Enough ; but at length the importu- 
ility of the priefts and people prevailed; and Pilate who 
had been before warned by the monition of his wife, and had 
three feveral timss pronounced him innocent, yet again (t 
the convi(5tian of his own confcience, to fatisfy and con- 
tent the Jews, adds this farther cruelty and injuftiee to* 
tvhat he had before done ; gave fentence that it fhould 
be as they required, Luke xxiii. 24. delivered him over 
to that curfed and fervile death of crucifixion, and yet 
Ills' perfecutors malice and envy was not fatisfied ; but,*^ 
after his^ judgment, p^urfue the execution of it 'with as 
great miHce^ fcom, and cruelty^, as they had before ufed- 
in obtaining it : his crown of thorns upon his head ; a^ 
purpJe robe- upon his body; the blood -of his fcourging: 
and thorns all covering his vifage ; a reed in his rightr 
hand"; the bafe and infolent multitude with fjpittings andi 
ftrokes, and reproaches, abufing himv till his crbfs be' 
readjr; and then the purple rd^e is taken off, aiid he^ 
condudied to the place of his execution-; and to add tor- 
ment to his fhame; our brlefled Lord wearied wftbi his: 
agony and long watching- the night before; and'from"the^ 
time of his apprehendJTig hurried from place^ ta place,. , 
and his blood and fpirits fpent with- the fcourging and^ 
thorns, and blows; and which is more than all this, his- 
foul within laden wiili the v^eight of forrow, andthe bur- 
den of the wrath of God, which did drink up and con's- 
{ximc his- fpirits; yet, iirhis conditioiii fie is fain to beai- 
his burthenfame crofs towardsr the pface of his execution,^ 
John xix. 17'. 'till he was able- to carry it no longer, but 
eveii fointed under it ;- and then Simon of Cyreneis cora<- 
pelled to bear it to* the place, Matth. xxvii. 32. 

When he comes to the pfiace of execution, he is flrij)- 
ped ftark-naked, and his cloatfis afterward? divided by" 
lot "among the foldiers, Matth; xxvii. 35. and his naked 
body, ftretched upon the crofs to the uttermo:^'exteufioir~ 
of it, Pfal. xxii: 17. " T may tell ail my bcHies, they 
•* look and ftare upon me;** and at the uttermoLt exten- 
fion which the cruel executroners could make of oiir Savi- 
our *s body, his hands a^d hi» feet nailed ta- that crols 
with great nails, through thofe tender parts full of nerves 
and arteries, and moft exquifitely fenfible of pain; And 
m. this condition J the crofs, with our Saviour's- body, is 
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ratfed Up in view of all > and t]»at, even m this k« eic« 
cutnon, the iliame and ignomftny of the manner of his 
death might haine a £irther accef&on of (corn and re* . 
preach, he is placed betvreen two thieves that were cru* 
ciEed with hinciy with an infcfriptton of deri&OB upon hi» 
crofs, in all the wtoGi uhiverfal languages of the worlJ^ 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin; and the pec^k and priedfr 
ftanding by with* geftures 2cnd words of deriiion^ JVIattk* 
xxvii. 39, 40. and even to a letter, afluming thoie very 
geftures and words which were fo many hundred of years 
predixfled of his paifton, Pfal. xxn. S. ^< He tmfted in God^ 
*S kt him deliver him^ if he will have him;" and one of 
thofe very thieves that was even dying as a malefaiftorji 
yet was filled with fuch a deviliih spirit, that lie upbraids 
and derides him. 

^nd now .our Saviour is under tlie- tsoroients and iliam^ ^ 
of this curfed esec^tton^ B«Uy though thefe )ns fuffer^ 
ings, o£ his body and outward man, were very gric*-, 
ous, inpfomuch that they could not but ei^remely affli^ 
biip ; yet it tTfbrange to fee how ^ttle he was .tpaii]|)orte(i 
ttndep them, in. aU his contumelies, reproaches, and ac^ 
cufationsy fcarce a wiord anfwered ; h^ anfweped them 
nothing to all his abuHngs, ftrokes, ridiculousgarnientSy 
grown of thorns, tearing of* his body with Icourgings ^ 
yet not a ward, but ^* as a iheep before the fltearers i» 
*^ dumb, fo he opened not his mouths" lia. lui. 7. Im 
all his rackings iipon the crofs, and nailing of his limbs 
to It, and all the angmlh for the fpace of fix hours, from 
the. third hour wherein he was cruc^ed, Mark xv. 25* 
Yintil thie ninth hour wherein he gave up the ghoft, IVfatth^ 
xxvii. 46. not a word of complaint; but he refnied tho& 
very fuppUes which were ufually given to fopprcfs dw vio- 
lence of tlie pain, vinegar and gall, JVfatth. %tviu 34* 
But wh^n we come to the afHi^ions of his foul, they were of 
a higher dimenflonin the garden ; when no other Horm was 
upon him, but what was within him, he falls down wpoa 
his face and prays ; and again ; and a third time ; and h 
^maz'd, and foiTowful unto death, and fweats drops of 
blood ; and doubtlefs whilll he was under the reproaches^ 
and bufiFettings, and whippings, and thorns, he was not 
without a terrible and confufed fadnefs and heavinefs with- 
in ; which tho* they did not mitigate the torments of his 
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tocfy, yet they did infiDitely exceed them : the iptrtt and 
ibul is moH equifitely fenfiblc, and it is that w}uch feel* 
the pains in&dted upon the body : certain]*- therefore, the 
wounds of the fpirit itfelf, the fountain of fenfe/ mxjA, 
needs be exceedingly grievous ; and hence it w^, that 
tho^ ail the mjaries and torments of our Saviour could 
iCcaree win^ a compiaiid; from him> yet the weight of 
that wrath that lay upon hts foul, now made an onering^ 
fidr fin, did wring fmn him thofe bitter and terrrble cries, 
that oi^ would wonder ihould proceed from him, that 
was one with the Father, IVIatth. xxvii. 44. *\ My God, 
*^ my God, why had thou forfaken me ?'' from the fixth 
iLour to the ninth, darknefs was over all the land» Matth. 
:|[xvii« 45, fuch a darkneis as bred an a'ftoniihmeiit, evea 
in (Iraagers azui other countries. The darknefs of the 
world, tho* a fuitable ^reifs for fuch a tkne,. wherein the 
Son of God muft. die, and the Scm of righteoufnefs mud be 
•cliipfed ; yet it was nothing to, companlb& of that difmal 
&%dpw that covered our Saviour's ibul all this time* 
^bout the ninth hour our Saviour cried that bitter cry^ 
•* My G9d, my Godk^ why ha(k thou forfaken- me ?** ma.- 
aifelling^^ depth of his forrow, and the perfed fen& 
he had (^ it, <* Why had thou forfaken me I '* more could 
»oc have been fttSered, ar been fadd;. every word carries 
kk: it an accent of horrM^. *' Thou, that art the, great 
'^ God, froiB whonEk, and m whom every thkig hath iti 
** being and comfort, ^(trely if in thy prefence ts f^Ineis 
*^ of joy, in thy withdrawiftgs mcift be funnels of hot'ror 
\^ and Goofufion, aod yet it i^ thou^ that haft ibrfakea 
<* me. Foriaken : had^ thoix never l^en with me. as f 
** had aot known the bk^doels of thy fraitiotiy io i 
could not have meafured the oxtrenftity of my \o& ; the 
escefs of tfaa hap^ine(s that \ had in thy pre^nce, adds 
to the etcefs of my tniibrf ia the itkSdrfng of thy ab» 
fence. Forfaken tm ; Hat withdrawn thyfe^f to a d«f- 
taoce, but forfaken me; and fc^iakea'me at iadtk a 
^< time as this, whei» I (laAd more in r\tt^ of thy prefeaoo 
** than ever ; when I Tkftk forfaken df my countrymen, oi 
'< iny kindred, of my dtfcipleis, then to be ferfakea of 
*< thee wliea I am under tbie ibrxme and pains of a cruai 
<< and cur fed death; ui^der &he fcoras and deriikms of 
<' thole thcu kste aae^ »ader tlie weight a]id|»reSUre of 
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all the fins of the worH ; under the ftrugglihgs witBf 
terrors in my ibiil, fent ffom thy mighty hund ; under 
•* the vifible ay^proachof death, the king of terrors ; un* 
der a veil of darknefs without, and the feeming triumph 
of the power ot darknefs within ; then' to be farfaken, 
and forfaken of thee, whoim 1 had only jeft to be my 
•* fupport: forfaken me. It isnotaftranger thatthoufo^- 
" fakeft, it is thy Son, thy only Son, in whom thou did (I 
•* heretofore proclaim thy felf well- pleafed ; that Son whorar 
«* tbo* thou now forfakel^,yet forgets not his duty unto thee^ 
•* nor dependaiice upon thee; but (fill lays hold on thee ; ancf 
*• though thou fhakeft me off, yet 1 muft ftill ca.ll upon thee,' 
** with humble confidence of my God, my God ftrlf, Why 
•* halt thou forlkken mc ? ta be forfaken, and ta be for^- 
** faken of God, of my God, of him that is noj only my 
** Cod, but.my Father, and that at fuch a time, and yet 
** not to know why/' Oh blefled Saviour, the prophets 
that fpake by thine o^vn Spirit did tell thee why; and that 
very Pfalm out of which th?)u takcll this bftter cry, dothr 
tell thee why; and thou thy felf within fome few days- 
or hours before didil tell us why : and doft' thou. now afk* 
why ? did ft thou liot choofe even that which thou now" 
groaneft under ?^ and wert willing to put thy foul in our 
fouls ftead, and bear the fm of thofe which are now thy 
burden? certainly we may with all humility and reverence- 
conceive, that at the time df this bktcr cry^ our Saviour*"* 
foul was, for. the prefent, overfhadowed with fo-much 
aftonilhment and forrow, that it did for the prefent over- 
power and cover the aftual and diftin<^ \tri^ of the rea- 
ibn of it ; at leaft in that meafure and degree m which he 
fuffered. This cry of our Saviour was about the ninth 
hour, a little before his death; and having fulfilled, one 
prophecy in this terrible cry, con tarn 'd in the very words 
of Pfal. xxii. he fulfills another, he faith, \ thirft, John 
xix. 28. and prefently they give him vinegar to drink. 
And between this and his death there intervene thefe paf^ 
fages, I . His proclaiming to the world, that the work of 
our redemption was finifhcd, John xix. ^o. "When he re- 
ceived the vinegar, he faid. It is finilhed. 2. A fecbnd 
cry, with a loud voice, Matth. xxvii. 50. The words are 
not exprelTed of his fecond cry, only both evangelifts, 
Matttew and Luke, teftify it was a cry with a loud voice • 
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to evideoee to the woiid that ia^ the veij. article- of bif 
gtving up of the glio^ rht ftrengtb 6£ nsutitre was not 
wholly fpent, for he cried' with, a lOud- voice. 3» Th9 
comfortable refignation of his ibul into the hands of his 
Father, Luke xxiU. 46. *' Father^ inta thy hands i 
commend my Spirit : '* and altho' but even now the black 
fiorm was upon, his fovl, that made him cry out wiih' that 
loud and bitter cry ; yet the cloud is over, and with cofn<* 
fort he delivers up hi& foul into the hands o€ d^u; God 
whom he thought, but even now, had fodakea him. It 
is more than probable that that bitter cry was utter*d, at 
the very zenidi of his paiaxs ; and wiien heliad taken the 
vineg^, and proclaimed that it is finiihed> tho' they were 
all wrapt up in a very finall tixxw^ about the end of the 
ninth hour, yet now there renuined no more but for him 
to give up his Spirit^ which he inftaatly thereupoa dtd» 
John ziz. 30* '* lie (aid, it is fiaiihed^ he bowed the 
" head^^^aind gave up the ghoft." 
. Now the things wonderfully observable io the death of 
our Saviour are many. x. That it was a vohintary de- 
Cvering up of hi& Spine ; this is that which . he faid^ 
Matth. z, x8. '* No xaxi taketh it from me, but I lay 
** it down: I have power to lay it down, shkI I have 
*< pawer to take it again ; this eomnAandment have I re- 
** ceived of my Father.** And truly thia voluntary de- 
livering up of his foul, was well near as great an evidence 
of his divinity, as his reluming it again y £0 that this ve« 
ry delivering up of his foul converted the centurion, 
Mark xv. 39* ^* When he iaw that he focried> and gave 
•* up the ghoft, he faid. Truly this man was the Son of 
** God," Now that he thus voluntarily gave up his Ipi^ 
7it is evident, i . By the itrength of natiu-e that was yet 
upon him ; ia the very article of his death, he cried wick . 
a.loud voice. 2. That the thieves who- were crucified at 
the fame time, died not till there waS' a farther viokace 
uled by breaking their lees, John xii, 3.2. but he expired 
to prevent the violence of the ibWiers, and to fulfH the 
type and prophecy, ** Not a bone of him fhall be brokea,**^ 
Jphn xix. 3 6i 3 . That the fuddenne^ of his dtetb caufed 
admiration in Uiofe that well knew the lingring courle of 
iach a death; in the centurion, Mark xv. 39. in Pilate, 
M^kxv. 44. which might probably be the 6au&* tha£ 
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the infolent foldier to fecure the affurance of hts death, 
pierced bis fide with a fpear, Jehn xlx. 34. and thereby 
fulfilled that other fcripture which he never thought of^ • 
John XV. 37. 

Now the wonderful occurances that accompanied our 
Saviour's death were very many, and confiderable. i. A 
flrangc and particular fulfilling of the prophecies and 
types that were concerning our Savio^ur's death, and the 
very individual circumftances that attended it ; and all to 
confirm our faith that this was indeed the Meffias, and 
that he' was thus delivered over to death by the moft cer- 
tain and pre-determinate counfcl of God; the time of his 
death fo exaflly predi(^ed by Daniel, chap. ix. ver. 25, 
26. the.parallel circumftances with the pafchal lamb, in 
the nature of him, a Lamb without fpot, Exod, xii. 5. 
Ifa. liii. 7. in the time of his delivery over t6 death ; at 
the feail of the paflbver, and the very evening wherein the 
paflbver was to be eaten : in the manner of his oblation, not 
abone tobe broketi, Exod. xii. 46. Again? the manner 
of his death, by piercing his hands and his feet, Pfal. xxii. 
16 » The very word« ufed by him, Pfal. xxii, i . Matth.. 
xxvii. 46. the words ufed of him, Pfal. xxii. 8. Matth 
. xxvii. 43. the crucifying of him between malefadlors, Ifa.. 
liii. 12. the whippings, Ifa. liii, 5. the dividing of his 
garments, and cafting lots upon his vefture, Pfal. xxii. 
18. The thirft: of our Saviour upon the cro{s, and the 
giving him vinegar and gall, Pfal. Ixix. 21. 

2. A ftrange and miraculous^ concuflion of nature, 
giving teftimony to the wonderful and unheard of diflb- 
lution of our Saviour's body and foul ; darknefs from the 
fixth hour until the ninth hour. And it is obfervahjle ia 
the night wherein he was borjQ, by a miraculous light 
, the night became as day,' Luke ii. 9. But at his deaih, 
a miraculous darknefs turned the day into night, for three 
hours, Matth. xxvii. 45. At his birth a new ftar was 
created to be the lamp and guide unto the pkce of his 
birth, Matth. ii. 9. But at his death the fun in the fir- 
mament was ma/ked with darknefs, and yielded not his 
light while the Lord of life was pafUng into the vale of 
\death. Again, another prodigy that accompanied the\ 
death. of Chriil, was an earthquake tliat rent the rocks, ' 
and opened the graves, and ftruck amazement and con- 
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^(ftion mto the Centurion that was watching him, Matth. 
xxvii . 52, 53, 54. When our Saviour was entering into tlie i 
<arth by death, the earth trembled, and £0 it did when he! 
was coming out of it by his refur region, Matth. xxviii. 2, 

3. Again, the graves were opened, and the ** dead 
** bodies of the faints arofe;" as the touch of the bones" 
of Elilha caufed a kind of refurre<flion, 2 Kings xiii. 21* 
fo our Saviour's body, 'new fallen to the earth, did givfe 
a kind of particular refurreftion to the faints bodies, to 
teltify that by his death he had healed tlie deadline fs of 
the grave, and that the fatisfadion of fin was accompliihr 
€d, when death the wages of (in was thus conquered. -^ 

4.' Again, " the veil of the temple was rent in twain, 
** from* the top to the bottom,'* Matth. xxvii. 51, The 
veil was that which divided the moft holy place from the 
reft of the tabernacle, Exod. xxvi. 33. and in that moft 
holy place were contained the myfterious types, the ark 
of the covenant, ind the mercy- feat ^ and within this veil 
only the high-prieft entered once a'year, vrhen he made 
an atpnement for the people and for the tabernacle. Lev, 
xvi. 33. Heb. ix, 7. And now at our Saviour*s death, 
this veil was rent from the top to the bottom ; and it im- 
ported divers very great myftcries, i. That now our 
great High-Prieft was entering into the moft holy, with 
his own blood, having thereby made the atonement for 
us, Heb. ix. t2. '** By his own blood he entered once into 
*' the moft holy place, having obtained eternal redemp- 
**, tion for us.'*. 2. That tlic means whereby he entered 
into the moft holy place, was by rending of his humanity, 
his foul from his body, typified by the rending of that 
veil ; and therefore his flelh, that is, his whole human na- 
ture was the ,veil, Heb. x. 20. , " Confecr§ted through 
** the veil, that is, his flefti.'* ^ 3. That now by the deaths 
of Chrift, all thofe dark myfteries veiled.up formerly in 
the moft holy, the ark of the covenant, and the mercy- 
feat, are now rendered open, and their myfteries unfold- 
ed : Chrift the Mediator of the covenant, and the feat of 
mercy and acceptation unto all believers, founded and 
feat'ed upon him, and theVeby that life-and immortality, 
yrhich was wrapt up in die myfteries of the old covenant, 
' and yet thofe myfteries veiled and inclofed up within the 
jreil, is now brought to light through the gofpel, 2 Tim. 
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i, ic. and tiie veilrent in twain, that as well as tlie mean- 
ing of thofe myftcries and types under the law is difcover- 
cd, 4. That now the uie ofthe ceremoniallaw is at an 
end; the grcateft and moft facred myftcry of the 'taber- 
nacle, and indeed of the whole ceremonial law, was this 
that was within the veil, the moft holy place, wherein 
were the moft holy and reverend myfteries, the ark, and 
the mercy-feat; -but now the veil is rent, the ufe abolilh- 
«d, the covenant of the people fe given, the body of Chrift 
typified by the temple, feparated, and fo the ufe of the 
other temple, tabernacle, and the holy places, veflcis, 
inftraments thereof, ceafed. 5 . That now the kingdom 
of heaven, the moft holy place, is open unto all believers : 
Chrift oar High-Prieft is entered in with his own blood, 
and has not cloied the veil after him, but rent it in fun- 
der, and made and left a padage for all believers to fbl* 
low him, with onr prayers and accefs to the glorious God, 
and hereafter in our perfons. Hcb. x, 19, 20. ** Having 
" therefore boldnefs to enter into the holi^ft by the blood 
•* of Jefus, by a new and living way, which he hath con- 
«« fecrated for us, dirough the veil, that is to fay, his 
«* flelh; kt us draw near with a true heart." 

And now we have gone thus far with our Lord, unto 
his death, we (hall follow him to his grave. Jofeph rf 
Arimathea, having an honourable mention by all four e- 
vangelifts, Matth. xrvii. 57. a rich man, and Jefus's diA 
ciple; Mark 3cv. 43. an honourable counfellor, who wait- 
ed for the kingdom of God ; Luke xxiii. ^o. a counfellor, 
a good man, and a juft, who had not confented to the 
counfel or deed of the Jews, and waited for the kingdom 
of God; John xix. 38. a difciple of Chrift, but fecretly, 
for fear of the Jews: this man manifiefted his faith and 
Jove to his Mafter, when he was in his loweft condition ; 
goes to Pilate boldly, and begs his Saviour's body; be 
wraps it in a clean Itnen-cloth, lays it in a tomb provid- 
ed for himfcif, and hewed out of the rock, and rolled a 
great ftone upon the door.of the (epuTchre. And as by his 
death with the ma1efa6fcors,{b by his burial in this rich man*s 
fepokhre, he fulfilled both parts of the prophecy, Ifa. liii. 
9. ** He made his grave with tlie wicked, and with the rich 
•* in his death." The high-priefts continued their malice, 
and their jealoufy, even againft the dead body of our Sa« 
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VHitif ; aitd W feCHrc'themfelves agaihft the fttiTpicrioti of his 
Tefurredtion on the tiird day, take order for making the 
fepalchre f«re tiU the t^ird day was paft, Matth. xxvti. 60. - 
they feal the ftone, and let a watch. And it is very obfer- 
Irable how the almighty counlei of God made nfe of the 
^ery mairce and jealoufy of thefe people for the confirming 
of his own ^th, Chrift*s refurredion, and our faith ; their 
maHcioms and curious induftry to prevent the poffibility of 
a fiditioas refttrre^ion, abundantly and tincontrolably 
<onvinofng the reality of our Sariour's death and true ^e- 
ftirpe<5bion. He is laid in the grave the evening of the day 
wherein he fuffered ; A ftone rolled upon the mouth of 
the grave, filch as required a confiderable iirength to re- 
move it ; infomuch, that the women that came the firft 
day of the week to embalm the body, were in a great 
-difllculty how it ihould be removed, Mark xvi. 3, for it 
Vras a great ftone, Match, xxvii. 60. and this ftone feal- 
ed: and, as if all this were^ too little, and the bonds of 
4fcafeh and the grave were too weak, they add a watch of 
foldiers to fecure the body, Matth. xxvii. 66. And here 
we leave for a while our Saviour's body interred with fpi- 
<3cs, John xix. 39. in a fepulchrc, wherein never before . 
3tny lay, John xix. 41. hewn out of a rock in the garden, 
John xix. 4^. That as in the garden death at firft laid 
hold of the firft Adam; fo ia the garden the fecond Adam • 
undergoes the ftate" of death, and gains the vi^aory over 
the grave: his agony in a garden, and his interment in 
2t garden; his body refts in the grave, and his foul tran- 
flated into paradife, for fo he witneifed of himfelf, ** This 
•• day Ih'ilt thou be with me in paradife,*' Luke^xxiii. 43, 
For at the inftant of his diflblution our fatisfaction was 
made; and the work of our redemption fo far as it depended 
upon his fiiffering, finiihed : fo that had it not been for a wit- 
nefsof the* reality and truthof his death, and of the power 
and reality of hisf refurreiftion, and the fulfilling of the de- 
cree of Godi manifefted in the fcripttfi-es, he might have re- 
affumed life the next inftant after his death : for the debt to 
thejuftice of God- was fully fatisfied, aad his continuance in 
thfe grave until the third day, was not by the power of 
"^ath, which he vanquished in the inftant of his diffolntion, 
%ut a vokmtary fobjediag of himfelf unto that ftate, for the 
^rcngthaing of oBir faith, and thefulfiiiingof the fcrJptures. 
V o I.. K P And 
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And now we c6me t9 the confideratioq. of the r«fefH?eo 
Ipon of our Lord, by which he was declared to be the 
Son of God with power;, arid by which the fulnefs and 
compleatnefs of our redemption by him, is abundantly 
i:nanifqfted. He chofe that time to die, when the paflb- 
. ver was flain; that time wherein Adam was created^ the 
I llxth day of the week at tlie evening. He chofe that time 
for his body to r^eft in the grave, and for his foul to reft 
in paradife, wherein his Father refted from all the great, 
work of tte creation, the feventh day of the week, and 
he chofe that day to rife again, which his Father chofe to 
j begin the creation, the firft day of the week ; that the 
fame day might bejir the infcription of the creation and 
of the reftitution of tlie world? and that as in tliait day 
the Lord God brought light out of darknefs, fo this light, 
the light that enlightneth every man that comes into the 
world, Ihould in it arife from the land of darknefs, the 
grave: ** This is the day that the L^d hath made, let 
** us be glad and rejoice therein," The time of the day 
V. herein our Lord arofe, was very early in the morning 
of the firftday of the week, as it began to dawn, Matth. 
xxi. I. while it was yet dark, or fcarcely full light, 
John XX. I . and the manner of it was full of wonder and 
aftonifliment ; an angel from heaven comes down to draw 
the curtain of our Saviour's grave, and with an earth-, 
quake rolls away the ftone that covered it ; the keepers, 
who bad watchfully obferved the order c^ their com- 
manders, were ftricken with aftonifliment, and became 
as dead, Matth. xxviii. 2, 3, 4. Our Lord, who had 
power to lay down his life, and power to take it up a- 
jgain, John x. 17. re-ail'umes his body, which, tho' it 
had tailed death, yet had not fren corruption, and arifeth^ 
and thereby proclaimed the compleating of our redemp- 
j:ion ; and therefore not poffible he Ihould be longer hold- 
en of it, A«5ts ii, 24. His victory over death and the grave, 
for us, I Cor. v. When our Lord raifed up Lazarus, hft 
.came forth of the grave bound hand and foot, with gi'ave 
cloaths, John ii. 44. Though he was for the prefent re-, 
fcued from death by the power of Chrift, yet he mui\ ftill 
be fubje(St to it: he is revjved, but yet rifeth with tlie 
bonds of death about him ; he muft die again : but whea 
our Lord rifeth, he fiiakes off his grave -cl oaths; the li*^ 
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nen tliat wrapp^ his body in one place, and ilifi linen 
that bound his head in another, John xx, 6, 7. Our Lord 
being riien, dieth no more ; death hath no power over 
hxm, Rom. vi. 9. 

And thus v^e have c'onfider'd the hiftory of ChriftV 
pafHon and refurreftion, in the firft and fecorid general 
confideratton f who it was that fuffered, and what it was. 
he fuffered * The third confideration follows, 

III. From whom he fuffered all thefe things : the con* 
fideration of which doth highly advance the Ibfferings of 
€hrift. I . He fuffered this from the hands of his own 
Father ; it was he that bruifed him, put him to grief, 
and made His foul an offering for fin, Ifa. Irii. 10. It was 
he that reached him^ out that bitter cup to drink, John 
xviii. II. '* The cup which my Father hath given me, 
" Ihall I not drink ?'* It was he that bound that burdeii 
£0 clofc upon him, that made him fweat great drops ot* 
blood b the garden, and tho* thrice importuned for a 
difpeniation from it, yet would not grant it : it was he that, 
when the greateil extremity of pain and forrow lay upoa 
htm, to add therennta, withdrew the fenCe of his prc- 
lence from him, which wrung from him that bitter cr)*-, 
•* My God, my God, why haft thou for faken me ?" The 
injuries of an enemy are eafily borne, but the forfakings 
of a father arc intolerable. 2. The immediate inftruments 
and contrivers of his fufferings wei^e fuch as- had*a near- 
nefs of relation to him; people of the fame nation, ani 
his kinfmen according to the flelh, the kcd of Abraham ; 
people of his own religion, that woVfbipped the fame God; 
acknowleged the fame fcripture, the vifible church of God^. 
and chief reprefentativcs of that churchy moft eminent iiit 
place, reputation, said pretence of holinefs, the chief 
prieffs, and elders, and fcribes : people that he had nevet 
injured in his life, but obliged thqn with his many mira- 
culous cures, his precious and heavenly inftrudlions, his 
tendereft and dcareft love and compaiHon : that yery Je- 
rulalem which he wept over, Mattb..txiii. 37. and would 
have gathered as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, is now that brood that feeks the deftrudlion of him, 
that came to iave them-; and in that vile competition of'- 
fered to them between their Redeemer and murderer, chole 
rather to fave a malefactor, Matth. xxvii. 20. and to do- 
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liver their innocent aad niercifal Saviour; and thefe were 
they that, beyond the examples even of conimon huma;- 
nity, purfued their Kinfroan, their Benefaaftor, their Re- 
deemer, with fuch exquidte bitternefs and maUce, and 
fcorn, and cruelty, that as it ieemed barbarous to the 
heathen judge, fo it hath out-^c»3e the pradice of the 
heatheniih tyrants, Pfai. Iv. 12. " it was not an enemy 
" that reproached me, then would 1 have borae it, buft 
** it was thou mine acquaintance.*' 

IV. Let-us confider how he fuffered alt thefe things ; 
and this doth infinitely advance the excellence and vaJue 
of his fuffering. 

I. He fufifered innocently, Ifa. Hii. 9. " He had done 
** no violence, neither was any deceit in Ms dxouth ; yet 
" itpleafed the Lord to bruife him." 2 Cor. v. 2a . *^VI^ 
** made him to be fui for us, who knew no fin.'* The 
companion of his fuSering juRifies him, Ltike xxiii. 41* 
*' We indeed judly, but this man hath done nothing a- 
♦* mifs : '* his perfecutors juftify him ; and yet their malite 
relied not, but fought out fzlft witneffes againft hini^ 
Matth. xxvi. 60. And when they themielres were convix^- 
ced of their own injuftice, in profecution of an inltocent;, 
yet what they could not avouch upon the account of juf- 
tice, they do upon the point of exp^ience, John xviii. 1 4* 
('aiphas gives them counfel that it was expedient that one 
fliould die for the people ; Judas that betrayed him, juf- 
lified him, Matth, xxiv. 4. ** I have finned, in that I 
•* have betrayed the innocent blood;" his judge acquita^ 
him, and in a fignal teiltmony of his judgment, Mattfa. 
xxvii. 24. ** He took water, and waihed his hands before 
" the multitude, faying, I am innocent of the blood of 
** this jull perfon;*' and yet tho% in teftimony of the fa- 
tisfadticHi of his judgment^ he walheth his hands in water 
before them, yet he condemns the perfon that he acqnits^ 
and (lains thofe hands in the blood of our Lord, whom 
yet be pronounceth innocent. And this innocence of our 
Saviour was not only a negative innocence, an abfcnce 
of guilt, but a pofiiive innocence ; he fuffered that had 
not only done no ill*, but that had done nothing but goodt 
he healed their fick, he cured their lame, their blind, 
their deaf, their lepers, cafi out their devils, abd which 
was more than ail this» ihewed them the way t» eternal 
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life, to the faving^ of the fouls of many, and tlie con vine- v 
hig of the confcienccs of all that heard him, John vii. 46.- 
«< Never man fpoke like this man;'* and >vell might her 
aik, as once he did upon another occafion, " For vrhich 
" of all my godd works do ye ftone me ?" Johznc. 32. 
I^ ye crucify me ? • Blelfcd Lord, they crucify 'thee for 
^ all thy good works : if thou hadft been guilty, pofliblf 

* thou mighteft have been fpared in the ftead of Barab- 
•" bas ; nay, if thou hadft been only innocent, it is pofSble 

* thy perlecutors might not have been altogether fo vio- 

* lent againft thee ;, but thou fuffereft for the very good thou 
*^ didft : it was not only an ad of injuftice that fpared not. 

* thy innocence, but an improvement of envy that did 

* malign thy very goodnefs,' Matth, xxvii. 1 8, ***Jor he: 
**• knew that for envy they had delivered him up.** . 

2; He fuffered ail patiently, Ifa, liii. 7^ ** He was o- 
preffed, and he was afflided, yet he opened not hiS' 
mouth ; he is brought as a lamb to the (laughter > andv 
as a Iheep before her (hearers h dumb, fo he opened'^ 
not his moutln** Betrayed by his difciples, hurried a*^ 
way by the black guard that apprehended him, reproach- 
ed and vilified by the high-priefts and elders, forfaken aridv 
denied by his followers, ftrkken, fpit upon, and bafely 
injured by^the abje<5ts in. the high^prieft's hall,, djerided: 
by Herod, infdltedupon by Pilate; ** Knowefttlwunot^ 
*' that Ihave po^^er to-csondemnthee?** whipt; oloath*^ 
cd in foom with purple, and crowned with a crown of' 
^oms> and^n that difgutfe faJuted in fcorn with ** hail 
** King of the Jews:.'* forced- to bear his* burdenfemc 
crofs, which muft afterwards bear him-; and then as one 
: of the bafeft of meni aad vileft of malefadlors, naHed to- 
^e crofs with moft exquifite torment ; and then, by one 
of his companions' in death, by the general rabble that- 
were about him, by the fuperftitious fcrlbes and ciders,, 
reproached as a blafphemer, as an impoftor; and yet in 
the mid ft of all this ufage fcarcea word fpoken, and thoie- 
that he fpake, not favouring of arty impatience or complaint' 
againft his pcrfecutors^.bul full of mildnefs, gentlenefsj 
fwAtnefs, goodnefs; and whiJft hk perfecutors are buTy 
ihreviiings and tormentings, he is as induftrious to pray 
for them, Luke xxiii. 44. ** Fatherj forgive them, they. 
'« know aat what they do/' 
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3. which is yet a higher ftep, he fuflfered all this wil* 
luigly and dieflrfulif, , John x, 18. " No rtian taketh mj 
*^ life from me, but I lay it down of myfelf/' Luke xii. 
50. ** I have a baptifin to be baptized with, and how am 
•' I ftraitned till it be fulfilled?'' And this willingncfs of 
ouf Lord's fufFerings appears in thefe particulars, i . *Itt 
that when he had power to prevent it, and to refcut him«< 
felf from the infoletice of his perfecutors, yet he ufeth it 
not : one angel armed by commiHioh from God, in one 
iiight deftroyed a vaft army of the Aflyfians ; and apon 
the defire of our Lord, no lefs than twelve lemons wcr6 
ready for his guard 5 but yet this mutl not ,be> •* Ho\t 
" then Ihall the fcriptures be fulfilled?** Matth. xitvii. 
53> 54* When the compaiiy thai were lent to apprehend 
him heard thefe words, " I am he, they Went backward 
** and fell to the grwjnd,** John xvili. 6. The fame 
power by which they fell^ could have fo bound them a^ 
never to have ril'eft again ; but our Lord, tho' he mani^ 
feAed this power to evidence his dfvmity, yet he ufeth it 
BOf fo far as to impede Lis paffion \ and as it were, relumed 
and calls back that matiifeftation of his Deity, left it might 
be a means to interrupt the fervice which he was ahout ti^ 
perform for mankind. •' He afked them again, Whoto 
?* ieekye?" 2. In that he correfts and checks all thing* 
that might be either ain impediment of his pafficti, (^ 
that might itt the leaft degree betray aA ^nwilitngnel^ 
for him to undergo it. Doubtleft there was an adequate 
reprefentation unto him, <^ the dreadfiilnefs of that coiir 
Aid he was to undergo with the wrath of God; and yet 
upon all occafions he corre<fts that fe^, and thofe fad ap» 
prehenfions which cau fed his human nature to fhrink SK 
it,- John xii. 27. " Father, fave me froitt this botir, bilt 
** for this cauft c^ne I to this hour.** Matth. txvi. 319. 
•* Father, if it be poffiblc, kt'this <?up'pafs froni me: ii<- 
•♦ verthelefs, riot as I wiH, but as thou wilt:*' that even 
whilft the infirmity of his human nature ftarted at thfc ap- 
prehenfion of what he wasi to fufier, afid prayed a^ainft 
. it, yet the freenefs and purity of his obedience carri^jd him 
on 10 it, and made him as it were unpray what he haid 
before prayed : and tho* his foul ftartled at the difcOveiy 
of that difmal vale ttat he was now to pafs through, yet 
his love to mankind, and his fefoiutioii of obedience to 

his 
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hit Father's tnH/ carried bim on with WiUiiigncrs to fuf- 
fer that which he was tronblcd to fee. Again, how doth 
he check all hi& impediments to Eis fu&ring? he forfeeth 
ftfatne and piiin ; h^ arms himfelf againil both^ Heb. isti. 
3. with patience againft the iatter, he endared the crofs| 
with fefoliition againil the former, he deipifed the ihame. 
AgPifay when Peter began to p}ay the politician^ in ad- 
▼mng dur Lord to d^cKne his foffering, howfevcrely doth 
he ^e him np? Matth, ltn. 25. John xviii. 11^ " Get 
« thee behind me, Satan; the cupwhich my Father hath 
** giyen me to drink, ihall 1 not drink it ? Again, whett 
theibi*ward zeat of the difcipk drew his fword, and cut 
eft' «n ear of the high-prieft's fel*vant, ottr Lord checks 
the affTailant, and ctrres the w^and, le(l any thitig ihouli 
retard the execution of that thing for which he came into 
the- world, or import the teaft argument of backward'- 
iiefsin him to undergo lt> Matth* xkvi. 53. John xviiik 
n. It is very obfervable to fee how Pilate was ready td 
Igu^uute upon every occaflon, and (hifted from place to 
^ace, sted from point to point, to decline the condemha'- 
tkfti of our Ldrd: when he a:nfwercd him' nothing, he 
tharVelled, aftd was at a ftand upon his filence, Matth. 
3<tvt. 17. When he heard his accufation to be, becauli 
ire made himfelf the Son of God, he was the more afraid, 
John x\t. i. he had fecret checks from his own confci»» 
-enc^f and tVeighty advertifements from his wife, th^ 
doubtkfs did pfist him t© a greiat perplexity of mind, 
whi<;h wks ibai^i^ly cohqudrabk by the importi^nity kk 
t^t J«Ws : and) if in the midft of this nnrefbivedilels and 
hsfhancy 6f mind, our saviour (kould in any one anfWet 
<rf his have fent forth *hat majefty and ftrength of coh- 
^aioii, thait he could e^fily, dnd upon former 6cc&fi6i& 
Ifave dwie, ^ertaiftly the J<fWs muft haVe elcpe^d thfe 
cbming of another deputy, to have been the exeCutioh^ 
df this purpofe. But oar Ldrd was fo far from declihiri^ 

this great wrt-k of our redfemptfotl by his bldod, thath^ 
feems purpoftly to ddcltric that rfiajefty of fpeech Wher*. 
with he could have confounded his judge ; and either atf- 
IWereJ htm with Alenifcf^ or i*ith fuch expreflJons as might 
ik)t too miich affright hini front the proceeding in thait 
fid imploynilcnt, Johii xix. 1 1 . " Thou cottldft haVe rio 
«' pQ^cv at ail agalnft ito^, Ujfcleiife it were given thee ef 

God.*' 
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« God.'* Tbo' he blamed the malice.of hisaceofec^^ Be 
aidmits and al&rts the authority of his judge, 

V. Let us consider, for whom he iiiffered all this, x , ^ 
The perfons ibr whom he fuffered,. deferved it not ; the 
expreffions- of the fcripture are full in thi»; Rom. t. 7, 8^ 
<< Feradventure for a- good man fom^e would even dare to^ 
" die *, but God commendeth his love towards us, in that». 
" while ^e were yet fiiiners, Chrift died for us;*' the ob* 
je6ts which he looked upon in his fufierings were darknels,^ 
Eph. V. 8. " Children of wrath," Eph, ii, 3. " Aliens ' 
** from the commonwealth of Ifrael,* Grangers from the 
■* covenant of promife^ having no hope, and without. I 
•' God in the. world," Eph. ik 12. See but what mon- J 
fters the beft of us were in our natural condition, when 
every power of our foul and body was quite corrupted ] 

from, the ufeand end for which they were, made, Rom. 
iii. 9^ lo, &c. 2. As it was for thofe that deferved it not> 
nor any deliverance by it, fo it was for a company of 
creatures that were-no way felicitous for, nor fought after 
redemption ; fuch as were ignorant of their own mifery^ 
and no way endeavouring after mercy. Thus " he was * 
" found of them thai fought him not,", and furely little, 
feeking could be found of fuch as were in fuch a. condi- 
tion, Eph. ii. I. " Dead in trefpalFes and fin." 3. Not 
only for thofe that neither deieijved nor fought after de- 
liverance, but his fufferings were for thofe that were ener 
mies, Rom, y. 10. ** if when we were enemies^ we were 
^ reconciled to God by the death of his Son." €ol, i. 2iv 
*< And you that w^ere fometimes alienated, and< enemies 
" in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he rcr 
« conciled:" and the enmity was fo perfect, that it cor- 
rupted the beft habits of our mijids, and turned them in- 
to an abftradled kind of enmity ; the very wifdom of thp 
flefh, earthly, fenfual, and devllilh, James iii.. 15. So 
that there w^as not only in our nature an abfence <^ acf 
good that might move God to do any thing for us, aad 
an abience of that life that mjq:ht be foKdtous for itfelf ; 
but there was a pofitive malignity in our nature againil 
that, God, that ihould pardon, againft that Chrift that ' 
Ihould fatisfy, agaitill that grace and Spirit that flioidd 
pply : we were a<ftuated with thofe vile affedions and 
ulis^ that looked upo a ^. Saviour v;ith txo Jiefs averfioa 

and 
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and fphe than thofe dbVils did^ tint cried oQt df tlifc ptif- 
iefled man, '* ArttbDo come tx> torment us before our 
*• time?" And yet for thefe, and iubk as thefc, our 
•Saviour died : nay, fome of tiiefe wJk) had -adu ally their 
hands in his blood, fbnnd the efficacy of that very Mood 
which ^thcy fhed, Heb. xii. 24. not crying for revenge 
againftthem, btitibr mercy for them, and healing diofe 
who had crueUy ijiih itt the efficacy of that b4«fled 
prayer of his, •< Father, forgive them, they know net 
** Wliat they do,** within fome few mtmths after his 
death did firll wound their hearts widi a fenlb of their 
igtiilt, and then healed them with the infufion of his 
blood, Afts ii, 23, 37 • 

Vh From die conEdecaoliofi of d^e former particahtrs^ 
it will eafUy appear what was the motive of 'this great 
work; We hacve &en in the creature nothing but fm, 
jmd enmity agafnft God, atfd <:o»fe<|«ft»itly a juft obfiga- 
tion to werladling wrath :aiid miilery:: lb i^ere we clan 
£nd nothing that might upon any acooundt of merit tyr 
4k&rt draw out fuch mercy as thts. We raiJft ifeefk for 
the mattre in tine anthor of it : aiid m hkn therre wtis vfy 
joeceflity at all tx>biad him to it. It was his «wn free wHil 
that at iirfl gave rauei a beings and a blefled being • and 
when be had finned agamfl the law and conditions of hfs 
creation, there was a neceffity of juftice fot- hi^ eternal 
pnnilhment, but no neceffity at all few his reftitution. 
•God made all things for his gl^y, not beeauie he ftOoA 
in need of it ; for he had in himfelf an itifinite felf-{b!fiw 
cienby and ha^ptnefs, that fiood not in neied of the glory 
of bis creation, nor was capable of an acceSloa by it : and 
If it had, yet the great God conld have: enjoyed the glo- 
ry of his juftice, in the everlaftmg punilhinem of un** 
thankful man, and yet had gioriotrs creatures enough^ 
the bleiTed angels, to have becto the everlatling partakers 
and admirers of his goodnefs-: and if there h^d been yet 
an abfolnte neceflity of vilihle intelle^al cwaturcs, to bt 
the participants of his goodnefs, and the u6HVe indru- 
tneixtjs of his glory; the fame power that created men at 
feft, could have created a new gevierwion of men that 
friight have fupplied the dcfe^ion of our firft plrents and 
their defcendants. What then is the original cX all hil^ 
goodneis to poor iinful map, to purchafe fuch a worth* 
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lefs creature at iuch an invaluable price as the blood dF 
the S^i of God ? nothing, but love, free undeferved love, 
love that Ib^d before k was fought, that loved when it 
was rejeded, Deut. vii.. 7. " The Lord did not fet his 
love upon you, nor choofe you, becaule ye were more 
in number than any people; but becaufe the Lortt 
loved you :" he loved you, becaufe he loved you. As 
almighty God could net define himfelf by any thtxig but 
himielf, *< I am that I am," Exod. iii» 14. fo he can re- 
folve his love into no other motive than bis love 9 he loved 
you becaufe he loved you : and here is the /pring, the 
fountain of this (Irange and unheard of goodneis of God 
in Chrill; nothing but the free love of God, John iii. i6» 
*< God fo loved the world,, that.he gave his only begot- 
** ten Son," &c. i John iv. io» *' Here is love,- not that 
*' we loved God, but that he loved us, and fent his Soa 
*^ to be a propitiation for ouf {ms»" And that very £ime 
individual love that was in the Father to fend, was in the 
Son to come, and to die for us. it was he that loved and 
waihed us with, his own blood ; wafhed us becaufe he lov^ 
ed us. When we lay like Ezekiel-s wretched infant, Ezek; 
xvi. 5,6. polluted in our blood, when no eye pitied u^ 
then- this love of God pafFed by us, and faid unto us^ 
live; yea, faid unto lis, when we were in our blood, liver 
and when that life -was not acquirable for us, but by the- 
death of the eternal Son of God, then to purchafe that 
life for us, he fold his own ; and to waih us from the pol-^ 
lutions of our blood, freely fpent and ihed his own; This' 
was ** the love-of Chrift, which paEeth knewlege," Eplu 
iii. 19. . ^ 

VII. Now let us coniider theend and fcc^ of this adr 
mirable love of Chriil : and as it looks upwards towards 
God, fo it looks downwards to\(*ards u»; as he was the 
Mediator between both, Co the end of his mediatorihip 
had a refpect to both. i. In reference to God, and fo 
the ends of our Lord*s fuSering were principally, 

I . To reftore unto almighty God the aftive fervice and 
glory of his creature. Almighty God did af th^ firft 
create man in fuch a conftitiition, that he might, not only 
paflively and objcdlively, bring unto him the glory of his 
power and wifdjom^ in^the. framing of fuch a creature ta 

. glorify 
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^or!fy Wm, as the heavens, the ftars, and other creatures 
Ijelow an intelle^uai nature do; but to be a beholder of 
^imfelf and his woAs, to be an obferyer of his will, .and 
to glorify his Maker in the admiration of his power, wif- 
4oin, and goodneis, and. in the obedience and obfervance 
of his law and will : and to his own glory, had by an 
eternal bond annexed his creatures perfection and blefled- 
xiefs. Man rebelled, and therefore as he became unfetr- 
viceable to the end of his creation, fo he loft the blefled- 
nefs ef his condition : Chrift came, and by his own blood 
purchafed, as unto man his blefTednels, fo unto God the 
glory and fervice of his creatur* : this was old Zachary 's 
colledlion,, Luke 1. 74, 75. ** That we being delivered 
** out of the hands of our enemies, mieht ferye him with- 
** out fear, in holinefs'and righteoumefs," Tit. ii, 14, 
** Who gave himfelf for usj that he might redeem us 
** from all iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a peculiar 
** people zealous of good works." And this was the 
chief part of that account that our Lord giveth unto his 
Father, in that bleffed prayer that he made a little before 
his paflion, John xvii. 4. *• I have glorified thee on' 
-** earth, I have finifhed the work which thou gaveft me 
** to, do." As if he (kould have faid, " Thou haft ffent 
me into the world about a great and weighty b'ufinefs, , 
the rcftitution of thy fallen creatures ; and that therein 
as thy creature may partake of thy goodnefs, fo thorn 
^* mayeft reap the glory of thy creature's fervice : and; 
'* now^>ehold according to that command of thine, X 
*• here fetum unto thee thy creature healed and reftor-' 
^' ed, that it may be as well a monument, as a proclaimer 
•*'- of thy goodnefs and glory, unto all eternity." 

2, To manifeft unto men and angels the glory and in- 
•finite perfection and excellence of all his bleflcd attributes : 
the glory of his wifiiom in contriving, and of his power 
in cflFedting fuch a, deliverance for the children of men, 
by a way that exceeded the difquifition of men and an- 
gels; the glory of his mercy, that could not have been 
poflibly fo confpicuous to mankind, if man had never 
fallen. In fhe creation' of man he manifefted the glory of 
his goodnefs, that communicated a being to him, that fo 
he might communicate his goodnefs to him : but in the' 
^redemption of maix, Jbe manifefted his mercy in forgiving 
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vtxidi healing arebetHotts^and miibrabie cipsature :: the glotfr 
of his juiUce, that wouM not pardon the fin till he had a- 
fatisfa^ou for the fm; th«t would, aot fpare the Son, 
whom he choiie ta be the Surety for the: (kiner. 

2v In reference to man : and fb the, ends of onr Lord's-- 
fofferii^ were priac^aJly theft. 

i» To abfolve and deii-iner him from guilt, the oMafe- 
quenceoffm, and mifery, the fruit of guilt; Eph. i. 7, 
** In whom we haye redemption thro* his blood, the for^ 
giyenefs of fins." iSiind furely, had. the fruit of Ghrift's 
death reftedi here, it had been a great degree of mercy ; : 
if we; rightly weighed the:heavineis of the burden oi guilty 
the feverity of the wrath of Clod;- and the extremity of 
that miiery that doth and muft attend it. If a man un- 
d.er the guilt and horror of fome hideous treafon^ under 
the ievei^ and inexorable fentence of the laws againfl him* 
under the imminent inilidlion of mod exquifite and con- 
tinuing torments^ fhouldbut hear of a pardon and difcharge 
from this, how welcome would it be, though the reddue 
of his life were to be fpent in exile ? but our Lond's pur-* 
chafe refts not here. 

2. To reconcile God to his creature: ib that it doth 
not only remove the efFeds of the anger of God, which is 
punilhment, which may be removed, and yet the anger 
continuing : nor dotir it only remove the- anger of God, 
and leave a man in a. kind of (late of indifPerency, as it is 
between perfons that never were acquainted one with^ano- 
ther: but it is a (late of reconciliation, Eph. ii. 16% 
** That he might reconcile both unto God in one body 
** by the crofs, having llain the enmity thereby." 2 Cor. 
V. 19. ** God was. in Chrift reconciling the worid unto 
«* himfelf, not imputing their trefpafles unto them." 
And certainly this is a great addition unto the ' former, 
that God in Chrift (hould not only pafs by our fins, but' 
fbould no longerlook upon us as ftrangens^ but as perfons- 
reconciled unto him : and furcly a foul fenfible of the' 
unhappy condition of being eftranged from God, how: 
highly would he prize a (late of reconciliation, though it 
were in the meaneiVand l©weft relation?' Luke xr, i9> 

I am no more worthy to be called thy fon, make me as* 

oneof thyhiredfervants:" fothat Imayirotbeeftrang— 
ed from.thee^ reconcile me unto thy felf, though in the 
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condition of thy meaneft (ervant. But neither doth the 
happy fruit of our Lord's fudering reft here, 

3. To reftore unto us that near and blefTed relation of 
being fons of God, Gal. iv, 5. " That we might receive 
*' the adoption of fons," i John iii. 2. " Behold, now 
•• we are the fons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
" what we fhaUl>e." This was that dear expreffion of 
our Lord, after his refurrcibion, John xx. 17. " Go to 
** my brethren, and tell them I afcend unto my Father 
** and your Fatiier, to my God and your God ;'* he ieems 
to intereft them in this bleffed relation in a kind of equality 
withhimfeJf; my brethren, my father, and your father ; 
and the fweet and comforuble confeque^ts of this are 
incomparable. Is he my lather I then I know he can 
pity me, as a father pitieth his children, Pial..ciU. ig. 
He can pardon and fpare me as a father fpareth his fon 
that fcrvcs him, Mai. iii. 17. Is he my father ? thenwhi* 
ther ihould I go but to him for protedion in .all my dan* 
gers ?. for direfftion in all my difHcutties I for fatisfafUonin 
all my doubts ? for fupply in all my wants ? this I can, 
with confidence, expedi from a poor earthly father, ac- 
cording to the compafsfof his abilities: ** If ye then be* 
** ing evil, know how to giye good things unto your 
*/ chddren, how much more (hall your Father,, who is in 
*' heaven, give good things to them that aik hii^?** 
Matth« vii, 11. Mercy, and compaifion, and love, is a 
virtue in 'a man, in an earthly father, a piece of that 
image of God which at firft he imprinted in man ; and 
yet padion and human infirmity as. it hath much weakned 
the habit thereof in us, fo it may fufpend. the exerci(e 
thereof to a near relation : but in almighty, God theiie 
virtues are in their perfe<ftion, and nothing at all in him 
that can remit it. Mercy and tendernefs are attributes 
which he delights in ; mercy pleafeth him ; it was the 

treat attribute he proclaimed his name by, £xod. xxxiv. 
. and (6 diflPufive is his mercy, that it extends to all, 
** He is good to all, and h^^ tender mercies ^re over all 
«' his works," Pfalm cxlv. 9. And not only to the juiL 
and good, but even to the unkind ; caufine his fun to 
ihine upon the evil and the good : and furely he that hath 
mercy and goodneis for an enemy, cannot deny it unto a 
child, *< Can a mother forget her fucking ^hild ? dec. 
Vot. I. (^ " Yea, 
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"Yea, fhe may forget; yet will I not forget thee, 
»* faith tiie Lord," Ifa. xHx. 15. 

4, To reftore to us a nioft fure, everlafting and bleffed 
inheritance in heaven, Ga!J iv. 7. •* If a Ion, then an 
*• heir of God through Chrift.'* And here is the coni- 
plement of all ; not only to be abfolvcd from the guilt of 
.lin, rieconciled to God, put into the relation of a child 
.of God ; but after all this, to be everlaftingly and un- 
changeably dated in a blefled condition unto all eternity ; 
and all this from the condition of a moft vile, (inful, loft 
crbature, and by fuch a price asthe blood of Chrift. More 
need not, cannot be fa^d. 

yill. And by what hath been faid, it is eafy to fee 
^hat the fruits and eflPe^s of all this are. God will not 
be difappoihted in the end of fo great a work, and there- 
fore we cannot be difappointed in the fruit of it; and 
thbfe are either iuch as are enjoyed in this life, or princi- 
pally appropriated to that which is to come, i, Thofe 
benefits that naturally arife from Chrifl crucified, and 
are enjoyed in this life, are theft. 

1. Juftification and acceptation in the fight of Cod; 
he looks upon us a^ thofe th'af have fatisfied his juflice, 
when his Son fufFered; and as flibfe that performed his 
will, when his Son performed it : fo that as our Lord im- 
puted our fins to our kedeemer, fo he imputes hi^ righ- 
teoufnefs unto us ; and as4ie was w6ll pleafed with him, 
fo he was well pleafed in him, with as many as are receiv- 
ed into this covenant. 

2. Peace with God, This is the natural confequence 
of thetbrmer, Rom. v. i. ** Being juftified by faith, we 
*' have peace with God through our Lord Jefus Chrift." 
The only caufe of breach between God ^nd his creature is 
removed, and peace and love reftored between them. 

3. Free accefs unto God: for we are reftored unto 
peace with him, and confequently accefs unto him; and 
indeed it is a part of that duty which he expedls from us: 
our accefs to him is not only our privilege, as the acceft 
of a fubjedt to his prince, or a child to his fatherj but it 
IS our duty, as a thing enjoyned unto us in teftimony of 
our dependance and love unto him. 

4. Confequently, peace with ourfelves and our own 
confcience, and that upon a double ground, i. Becaufe 

our 
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bur confcience is fprinklcd by the blood of Cbrift, which 
defaceth and obliterate th all thofe black items, that o- 
therwife would be continually calling upon us, 2. Be- 
caufe confcience ever.fideth with God, whofe viceget-ent 
flie is in the foul, and hath the very fame afpe<ft, for the 
moft part, that heaven hath; and therefore if it be clear 
above, it is ordinarily quiet within; and if God fpeaka 
peace, the confcience, unlefs diftempered, doth not ipeak' 
trouble. 

5 . An aflurance of a (pontinual fupply of fufficicnt grac^, 
to lead us through this vale of trouble, without a final 
apoftacy or falling from him. Were our falvation in our 
own hands, or managed by our own ftrength, we fliould 
utterly lofe it every moment; but the power, and truth, 
and the love of God. is engaged in a covenant of the "high- 
eft folemnity that ever was, fealed in the blood of the Son 
of God, for our prefervation ; and it (hall be as impoffible 
for us to fall from that condition, as for the almighty 
God to be difappointed : no, his counfel and truth, the 
conftant fupply oi the blefled Spirit of Chrift, ihall keep 
aliijp that feed of life ^that he has thrown into his foul, 
I John iii. 9. ** For his feed remaineth in him, and he 
•• cannot fin, becaufe he is born of God,*' 

6. Sufficient grace to preferve us from, or fupport us in, 
or deliver us out of temptations. We ftand more in need 
of grace, than we do of our bread, becaufe the confequence 
of the want of the former, is of more danger than the lat- 
ter, by fo much as the foul is more valuable than the body. 
If our Father is pleafed to fumifh us with our daily bread, 
how Ihall he then deny us our daily and hourly fupplies 
of his grace ? Rom. vii. 13, Efpecially fince our intereft 
therein is founded upon the covenant made in tfie blood 
of Chrift, 2 Cor. rii. 9, ." My grace is fufiicient for 
" thee.", 

7. A favourable acceptation of our duties, fince they 
are the performances of children ; and therefore not mea^ 
furcd according to their own worth, but accordiag to thq 
relation and affe<5lion from whence they proceed. 

8. A gentle and merciful pardoning of our failings, e- 
ven as a father pttieth and pardoneth the infirmities of a 
child ; and tho' he does not difpenfe with prefumptuous 
offences, yet he either obfcrves not, or forgives their many 
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infirmities. And it is a privilege of high concernment to 
tis, that as in our firft converfion the blood of Chrift waih- 
cth away a whole life of fins at once ; fo after our conver- 
fion^ the fame fountain ftands open ; whereunto we may, 
and muft refort, to cleanfe our daily failings. Chrift re- 
ceived by fsuth in the heart, is a continual lacrifice which 
I may prefent unto the Father, for my fins comn^itted af* 
tcf my converfion. 

9. A comfortable reftitution of ii juft intereft in the 
creatures. When man forfook the allegiance he owed to 
his Maker; the intereft he had in the creature, did, as it 
were, efcheat to the Lord : and tho' his goodnefs after 
permitted him the ufe of them ; yet it was flill, as it were, 
upon account : and as the fons of men have a great ac* 
count to give unto God for their fins, fo they have for 
his creatures. Chrift hath reftored unto us a better pro- 
priety in that, which civil right hath made ours, than 
what we had before. 

10. A comfortable and fan<5lified ufe of all conditions: 
in profperity, moderation ; in adverfity, contentedncfs ; 
in all, fobriety. For as our Lord hath purchafed for us 
grace, to ufe all things aright ; fo he hath obtained«for 
us an inheritance, that renders the beft the world can give 
us unworthy to be valued, and the worft it can give us 
unworthy to be feared, in refped of the bleflcdnefs which 
he hath fettled upon us. 

11. Confequently contempt of the world, becaufe 
higher matters are in my eyes, fuch as the beft the 
World can yield cannot equal ; nor the worft it can in- 
flift, cannot take away. All this upon 

X2. A lively hope: a hope that maketh not afhamed ; 
€ven of that glory which my Saviour came down from 
heaven to purchafe by his blood; and the afTurance 
whereof he hath fealed with his blood, John xiv. 3. "I 
** go to prepare a place for you ; and if I go and prepztre 
** a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
" unto myfelf, that where I am, ye may be alfo." A 
hope of a blefTed refurre<5lion after death ; a hope of that 
blelfed appearance of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift ; 
ai hope of that glorious fentence in the prefcnce of men 
J n ' angels, ** Come ye blefTed ;" and an hope of an cver- 
la.ting eftate of I3eflednefs and glory in the prefence of 
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the great <Jod, and glorified faints and angels, unto all 
eternity. And the efficacy of this hope dipt in the blood 
^of Chrift, brings us the vidpry. 

1, Vidory over fin : ** Sin ihall not have dominion o>- 

** ver you, for ye are not under the law, but under , 
<« grace," Rom, vi. 14. . " He that hath this hope, pu- 
«« rifieth himfelf, even as he is pure, 1 John iii. 3*. c 

2. Vidtory over the world, in the bell it can aflford us; 
its flatteries and favours : thefe are too fmall and incon- 
siderable when compared with tliis hope; they fhine like 
a candle in the fun ; and are ineffefhial to win over a 
foul that is fixed upon rfiis hope : and vidory ovei* the 
worfl the world can conflidl : our Lord hath conquered 
the world in this refped for us : "Be not afraid, I have 
^* overcome the world,'* Jolin^xvi. 33, and conquered it 
in us ; " This is the vidory that overcometh the worlds 
" even your faith," i John v. 4. . 

3.. Vidory over death, which now, by means of thi$ 
WefTed hope, is flript, as welf of his terror as his powers 
•• Thus thanks be unto God, who giveth us the vidory 
" through our Lord Jefus Chrifl," r Cor. xv, 37. 

And now though the nature of this argument hath 
carried my meditations to a great height, yet to 'avoid 
miflakes, fome things I muft fubjoln. 

I. That though I thus aggravate the fuffenngs of our 
Lord, under the imputed guilt of the fins of mankind j 
yet we muft not think that his fufferings were the fame 
with the damned, either in duration, or in kind, or iiV 
degree ; for this could neither confift with the purity oF 
his nature, nor inHOcence, nor dignity of his perfon, iMpr 
the hypoftatical union of both natures in him ; but he 
fuffered as" iuuch as was confiftent with thefe confiderati- 
ons ; and, as confidering the dignity of his perfon, was 
equivalent to the fin, and demerits of all mankind » 

.2. That his righteoufnefs imputed to us, doth not 
exempt tis from acquiring a righteoufneiTs inherent in us :♦ 
this were to drfappoint the end of his fufFenng, which 
was to redeem us from our vain coriveriation,; and naake 
us a peculiar people, zealous' of good works. 

3. l*hat this purchafe of falvation by Chrfft: for be- 
lievers, is not to render them idle, or fecui*e, or pre- 
fumptuous ; where there is^ fuch a difpcfition of ibuf» 
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it^is an evident indication that it is not yet trulf^ united 
onto Chrift by true faith and love ; his grace is fufficienC 
to preferve us, and always ready to do it» if we do not 
"wilfully negled or rejed it. 
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IN what precedes, we have confidered the advantages 
and benefits, which, together with Ghrift, we re- 
ceive, relating to a ChriAian's eftate in his life in this 
world, and in his pailage out of k. The lad a6t of his 
l^ing here, if it may be called an adt, is his death. And 
Aerein we have confidered the victory of Chrift over 
death, and the transferring of the advantages of that 
vidory to us ; whereby the fear of death, and the damase 
of death are-removed : and that which was before the 
pav^t of our nature, is become our gain : not (imply in 
Itfelf ; but in relation to what follows after it, viz. The 
(late and condition of the foul and body after death : which 
Is next to be confidered. 

Such is the abfolute perfe^on of God, that he hath 
his bleffednefs and ielf-fufficiency with himfelf. He is 
eternally full of his own goodnefs, which is eilentiall j ^ 
the £une with hiinfelf> an infinite good commenfurate to 
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an in&iite dedrCf and always preient. So tltat nothing 
without himfelf adds any thing to him, or is defired by 
him, in relation to his bleiTedners. All good comes from 
him, and returns into him, as into that ocean from whence 
it moved. 

But all dependent beings, as they have not their be- 
ing from themfelves, but from God ; fo they have not 
tlieir blefTednefs or happinefs eflendally in themfelves, be- 
caufe not from themfelves. They are.veflels receptive of 
their good, from him that is the Author of their being 
potential beings, not pure a(^ : that are condituted in 
inch a degree, that they are rather pafllve in receiving ' 
good into them, than aftive in filling themfelves with 
their own good. They are thin and empty, till they are 
filled with their objeds, and are diverfified in the happi- 
|iefs or nnhappineis.of their beings, and in the degrees of 
cither, according to the nature df the objcfts with which 
they are filled, and the different degrees and meafures of 
their unions to them. 

The good, fuitable to an intclle6hial nature, mull firft 
be known, before it can be defired: and, according to 
the pofition or Ration of fuch good, it works diflFcrently 
upon the foul, and the foul moves towards it in a differ- 
ent manner. If confidered merely as abfent, it raifeth 
defire ; which is a reaching out of the foul towards an u- 
nion with that known good : if abfent, and upon, pro-r 
bable or fure grounds ejpe<5ted, then it joins unto defire, 
jhope; which, according to the variety of the medium, 
upon which the expedation is grounded, is the more 
feeble and weak, having lefs aflurance, and confequent- 
ly more fear mingled with it : dr the more flrong and 
firm, havinff a ftronger affurance, and confequently Ids 
fear mingled with it. This is a kind of a middle afiedion, 
being mingled with defire to the good as abfent, and delight 
In it as pre- apprehended, and fo in fome degree prefent. 
The good that is expe(^ed, tho' it be. not abfolutely pre- 
sent, yet it is looked upon as in a nearer c6njun<ftion to 
the power, than if it were not * all expe<5led. Hope hath 
this property, or power in it, that it unites an abfent ob- 
jedt, if expe(^ed, unto the power, by pre-apprehenfion, 
tho* it cannot in a^hial fruiiion: and hence it is faid^ 
Heb. xi. I . <* That faith," which is m effc^ the firm- 
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eft kind of hope, ** is the fubftance of things hoped for." 
It makes a kind of pre- exigence of the thing unto itfelf, 
and fetcheth back futurity to a kind of prefence. But if 
the good be really prefent, and not only expelled; theii. 
the affedtion that is wrought in the foul is delight. Tho* 
the foul be naoved tovv-ard the thing it enjoy eth with de-_ 
fire, yet the enjoyment ftill filleth the defire. Therfe is a 
continual and mutual adlion of the defire upon the object, 
and of the objedt unto the defire, and fo there is a per- 
petual motion, and yet a perpetual reft : the defire mov- 
ing itfelf to the obje<5l, and the objedl immediately fatis- 
fying the defire, becaufe preient and enjoyed : and froai 
that mutual a6lion of the power and the objedt one upon 
the other, ariietli delight, complacency and content- 
ment. 

That which is the chiefeft good of the creature, when 
knowni|.i:annot chufe but work moft effedually upon theifc 
motions of the foul, and draw out thefe aiFe<5tions of the 
foul, in the moft eminent and effecflual meafure. A fmall 
good doth draw out a meafure of defire unto it, hope for 
it, and delight in it ; but ftill in a fmaller medfure. For 
the foul muft needs referve fomewhat for fome other good 
that is more adequate to its power : but if the good be a- 
dequate to the power, then it muft of neceffity draw out 
the moft intenfe motion of the foul to it : and confequently 
the greater the good is, the greater muft be the deffire of 
it, if abfent ; the hope of it, if expe^ed ; the delight in it, 
if enjoyed: becaufe the objedl is not too narrow for the 
power, but commenfurate to it, and filleth it fo, that ia 
cfFeifl there is no refidue of power left to move towards anj 
thing elfe but it, or at leaft in fubordinatfon to it. 

The greateft good that an intelledtual creature can pof^ 
libly have, and that which alone is commenfurate to it^ 
is to have itfelf filled with the manifcftadon of the truth, 
glory, goodnefs, and bounty of God. AD other things 
iare too narrow to fill the power and capacity of the fouL 
This alone being infinite^ is commenfurate, and more 
than commenfurate to that power, and icr order unto 
which, that power or receptivity w^as planted in the foul, 
viz. to enjoy God according'to that meafure and manner 
that the creature is capable of. And this is the true ancj 
only bleffedneis of man : and confequently maft need's 
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draw from the foul the moll ardent defire, the mod com* 
fortable expedtation or hope, and the mod abfolute delight 
and contentment. For herein as the foul moves towards 
an objedt that is natural to it, viz. good; fo it moves to- 
ward it, as towards the moft natural, fuitabk, commen- 
furate good unto it, and confequently in the intenfeft de» 
gre^ of its power and ability. 

Though the enjoyment of God be the happineis and 
perfe<5tton of the creature, becaufe it, and it alone, fA\% 
that vacuity and receptivity of the powers of the foul : 
yet if thofe powers of the foul be indifpofed, unfit and 
difbrdered, uncapable of that blefTed objed ; though there 
wants not an object to make it bleifed, yet there wants 
a means of uniting that obje<ft to the foul, at lead to com* 
municate itfelf unto it in that perfed meafure that may 
make it perfedly blefTed. If the fight be dim and imper- 
fe<ft though the objedt be never fo beautiful, and (he me- 
dium never fo light, yet the objedl is not united to the 
power, at leafl m that perfedion it fhould be. If there 
be^n intelligible objedl never fo. glorious, and fit to be 
l:nown, yet if the undcrflanding be dark, the union is 
not wrought, or fo perfectly wrought between the undef- 
ftahgLiiig and the objed. If the objed of the will be never 
fo amiable, adequate, ufefiil, good ; yet if the will be fet 
upon filthinefs, impurity, or any unworthy objed ; or if 
any impurity be mingled with it, the power of the will 
doth not receive, or at leafl fo genuinely receive, that 
good that is propounded :- and confequently in a foul 
thus diftempered, there cannot arife that- full defire of 
the foul after God, that comfortable hope or expeda- 
^on of the enjoyment of hipci, nor that a<^ual fruition of 
Bim. 

Our Lord JefusChrifl, the eternal Son of God, the 
Prince of peace, that came into the world to reftore God 
to the fervicc and honour of his creature, and to reftore 
lOnan to the fruition of his Creator, atid confequently to 
Iiis bleflednefs, in order to this great end. 

Firft, Hath in ibme meafure cured and healed the dif- 
tempers of our fouls, and the powers of them; that fo 
they may move regularly, even in this life, towards thi» 
bleded union, the enjoyment of God in ourdefires. 

Secondly, He hath obtained for us a (late of perfeffion 
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of foul and body after death, whereby we may be fit to 
receive and enjoy jGod in perfection : know him as w^e are 
known ; love hira, and receive him. 

Thirdly, He hath obtained for us a mod full commu- 
nication of God unto man, even in the fulleft compaft of 
his power and capacity to receive him in that ftate after 
death. 

Fourthly, He hath fully defcribed that blefled conditf- 
on in the enjoyment of God in that life to come, and re- 
vealed it unto us, and fealed unto us the affurance of it, 
by the truth of God and his own refurre<Elion. 

Now becaufe in order of nature, the a6l of nnder- 
ftanding to know, doth go before the motions of the will 
and aflFedl^ions, to defire or hope for the objed that is de-* 
fired or hoped for. And becaufe in order of nature, the 
thing or objed that is to be known hath a priority to the 
a6t of the underftanding whereby it is known ; though in 
point of execution, or a(5tual exiftence, the obje^may be 
future and fubfequent to the aft whereby it \o known : 
therefore we (hall in the fir ft place confider the e ftate of a 
Chriftikn after death, atid the privilege that with and by 
Chrift he Ihall then receive: that fo it being known, it 
may be defired, hoped for, and in due time perfectly en- ' 
joyed. 

There is therefore confiderable, a four-foM eft ate of a 
Chriftian after death. 

1. The ftate of the foul and body from the inftant of 
ftparation until the time of his refurredion. 

2. The ftate of the foul and body from the inftant of 
the rel'urreftion until the judgment. 

3. The ftate of the.body and foul thus re-united in the 
time of the judgment. 

4. The ftate of the body and foul after judgment unto, 
all eternity. 

Thele are fecrcts that never lay within the reach or 
difcovery of the lip;ht of nature, Job xxxviii. 17.** Have 
" the gates of death been opened unto thee :" The ftate 
of that region hath been locked up from the knowlege of 
mankind in this life : arid no more is difcovered or difco- 
verable unto us, than what it hath pleafed the God of na- 
ture in the fcriptures to reveal and difcover unto us : ib 
far we may go j farther thaa that*, we may not, cannot fee : 
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and all other conclufions, farther than warranted bj that 
light, may prove dangerous untruths, often prove pre- 
fumptuous curiofities, but at the befl are but uncertain 
conjedhires, which want bottom enough to build our de- 
fires, hopes, or expe<5lations upon.. And herein there- 
fore we muft ever magnify the excellency of the fcrip- 
tures, and the great mercy of God in giving them unta 
us, whereby thote truths are difcovered that are of infinite 
concernment unto us, and that from the finger of God 
himfelf, who alone could difcover them : wherein all the 
difquifitions and conclufions of natural reafon, or human 
learning, are Ihort and defective. This is a learning that 
no other means can teach us but divine revelation ; a 
continent that no other map can defcribe, nor no other 
light can dilcover unto us, but the word of God himself: 
if we guide not ourfelves by this thread, we lofe ourfelves 
in the difcourfe or contemplation of it. 

I. Therefore, concerning the ftate of body and foul 
after death, till the re-union of both in the refurre^ion. 
The word of God fhews us the principles of man, his 
body and foul. Gen. ii. 7. "He formed man of the duft 
** of the ground, and breathed into his noflrils the breath 
** of life, and man became a living foul.*' Thefe two 
pieces of different extra<aions he fo clofely and wifely uni- 
ted together, that they made but one piece : and fo far • 
advanced the corruptible part, the body, that it was in- 
dued with an adlual incorruptioa; fubje<^ indeed to a 
tranflation, but not to a diffolution, corruption, or fepara- 
tion, but only by the means of fin. 

" But fin entered into the world, and death by fin."— 
Natural death as well as eternal death. It did deprive, 
the body of that incofruption that the power of God had 
annexed to it, though of its own nature otherwilc corrup- 
tible : and though it did not fubje<ft that immortal part, 
the foul, unto corruption or annihilation ; yet, as it flood 
in relation to the body, and as the body and foul made but 
one man, fo it fubje^fled the man to diffolutiop, a reparation 
of thofc two parts, which did conflitute him one reafonable 
creature. The body became fubjefl to corruption, ilo|: an- 
nihilation ; the foul to the curfe, not to corruption ; and 
the body and foul as conftituting one man, to death or dif- 
/blution. So then» death fcparating thefe two conditu- 
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live parts of man, his body and his foul ; we will confider 
how, after the death, the ftate of either (lands, as to fuch 
as are truly united unto Chrift Jefus, and to God by him. 
I . As to the body ; it is true, the body after the difTolu- 
tion or feparation from the foul, corrupts, and, as the 
wife man faith, •* returns to his earth," Ecclef. xii. 7. 
Gen. iii. 19. *' Duft thou art, and unto dud thou (halt 
" return." And yet, •* thb flefh refteth in hope," Pfal, 
xvi. 9. The hope and affurance of a refurredion to life« 
Job xix. 26. ** Though after my ikin worms deftroy 
'" this body, yet in my flefli I (ball fee God." And 
doubtlefs, as an evidence and effedl of this aflurance it 
was, that not only by a natural or moral indindt, or 
cuftom, but- even with fome mixture of religious ob(er- 
vance it was, that the antient patriarchs took that folemn 
care of preferving their duft, Gen. xxiii. 4. Abraham 
takes more care for a fixed burying- place, than for a fixed 
place of living. Gen. xlix. 29. Jacob gives a charge to 
his fons to bury him with his Father, Gen. 1,25. Jofeph 
fecures, with an oath, the tranfportation of his bones : not 
out of any doubt of God's power to recolledk tbp/*e bones, 
though fcattered over the world ; but to leave a kind of 
tefttmonial of that affurance of a bleffed refurredion ; and 
that even in thofe bones there lay a depofitum or pledge 
thereof, Ifa. Ixv. 8. ** Defh-oy them not, for there is a^ 
" blelHng in them." 

But to come a little nearer to that privilege, that evef. 
the bodies of fuch as are united to Chrift, have in this 
ftate of feparation, and feeming corruption. 

I. Thofe very dead bodies, though they put on cor- 
ruption, and crumble into duft, yet that very duft is un- 
der a fpccial care and providence of God. And as " their 
** death is precious in his fight," Pfal, cxvi. 15. fb is 
their duft not negledted. The blood of righteous Abel» 
though fpih upon the ground, yet had a voice that the 
God*of heaven heard. Gen. iv. 10, And he, that while 
they lived, ** numbered the hairs of their heads," x. 30. 
thofe feemingly unncceffary excretions of the body, hath 
no lefs care of their duft, which he hath refcrved for a 
glorious refurrcflion. When that evil angel would have 
injured the deceafed body of Mofes; and abu fed it, to be 
an inftrument of fuperftition, or fome other unworthy u(e, 
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«in arch- angel was empleyed to prevent it, Jude 9* And 
therefore if I Ihould forefee, that by fury or maltce of 
xnen, or any other pernaiffion, or dlfpenlation of divine 
providence, my body ftipyld be mangled into a thoufand 
pieces, or be diffolved into fmoalc arid aihes, and thofe 
.alhes fcattered into the wind, or ocean; yet even in rc- 
Jation to this body of mine, my flelh (hould reft in hope : 
ijecaufe that ali-feeing eye of God, can follow the moft 
iubti^e parts of this my diflbived carcafe, and purfue them 
from place to place till they ihall be lodged : and that al- 
mighty power of God, by that effe^ual found of the lafl 
trump, Ihali and will re-fummon all thofe fcattered a- 
tomes, and call them together from their remoteft diflipa- 
tion, and re^unite them again in a glorious refurre<ftion, 
' 2. I'hofe very dead bodies are not by death wholly dif- 
amitcd from Chrift. It is very plain, that by faith in 
Chrift in this life, the whole man is united unto Chrift ; 
:and become a member of his rayftical body : and though 
the inftrument whereby this union is wrought,. faith on 
.our part, and the Spirit of Chrift on his part, have their 
eiore immediate refidence and termination in the foul ; 
yet by virtae thereof there is wrought a communication of 
^ome privileges of that union, unto the body itfelf, i Cor. 
vi, 15. " Know ye not that your bodies are the mem- 
"•* bers jof Chrift?*' i Cor. vi. 19. <* Know ye not that 
** your todies are the temples of the Holy 'Ghoft ?" ^nd 
.therefore though by death thefe bodies tafte of corrupti- 
on, and return unto their duft; yet in as much as by the . 
.body of Chrift there is depolited in this duft, a kind of 
iecrec feed of immortality, this very duft is not totally fe- 
parated ftom that union it once had with its head. And 
hence it was that when the blcfled body of our Lord was 
laid in the grave, and thereby healed the deadlinefs of 
it, it did, as it were difleininate, and diffufe into the 
bodies of the faints a kind of virtue, or energy; fo that 
in the refurre<aion of wir Saviour's body, the dead bodies 
nf the faints, by fecret lympathy, as it were, with our 
Saviour's body, and in evidence of that vital power, which 
vas derived into them, by virtue of that union, as the 
4clpd hpdy by the touch of EUfha*s bones, 2 Kings xiii. 21. 
They were quickened, and " entered into the holy city,^ 
,'V and appeared unto many,'*' Matth. xxvii, 53. 
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A|id upbn this account likc'^iiirey I hgve a comfort m 
heathy even in relation to this body of mine, my old ac- 
quaintance, which I am no^ laying do^^n in the duft;: 
that though it be fown in diiljonour, and muft turn into 
,dull ; yet my Lord, to whom by faith I am united, looks 
upon this dull, as that wherein he owns a property, i Cor. 
vi. 20. as that which was and (hall be a member of his 
own myftical body; as that which is precious in his fight, 
and was redeemedfrom corruption by no lefs a price than 
his own death. And as that which ihall in a perfect uni- 
on with that other » though nobler part, enjoy eternal 
happinefs, and the fulncfs of joy for e»r^. And t|ius we 
ihall leave the body in this (late of reft and hope, till the 
fccond appearance of our Lord. 

Secondly, Concerning the (late of the foul m feparatioa 
^fter death, uiltil the refurce^ion, and the benefits we 
Jiave therein by the union with Chrift : and therein fo far 
as' the word of God Iheweth us, fo far we may and muft 
go : if we^ farther, we are in the dark ; and cohjedures 
are dangerous and uncertain* and fuch as we cannot build 
any fecond hope or comfort upon* The hope of a Chrif- 
lian is or fliould be, -** a lively hope,** i Pet, i. 3. " A 
** firm hope,", and joined with confidence and afTurance* 
Heb. iii. 6. An operative hope, -working the heai^t to a tem- 
per,andconftituti©nfuitabletoit, i John 3^ ** He that hath 
' * this hope purifieth himfejf.** A hope that we may give a 
man a.reafonable account of, i Pet. iii. 15. And fuch a 
hope as this is, tnuft behottomediXpon living, found, evi- 
dent principles. Conje^ures, and philofophical difcourfes 
of things, that ace not within the help of a natural medium^ 
to difcover or climb up unto^ breed but a weak faint pcr- 
fuafion or opinion, and therefore cannot be a foundation of 
fuch ahope. It is only divine revelation that can difcoverthe 
riling in hand, or Jay a foundation for fuch a hope as 
jnakes not aihamed. So far therefore as the fcriptures of 
Cod reveal unto us,, fo far have we a found foundation of 
faiih and hope in the matter in hand. And, from them 
we learn, . * 

I. That from the inftant of death,' until the refurrec- 
tion, there is a fiate of the feparated for I: and that it 
^.aili ;in abiding being, and fubfiftaiice notwiihflandtng 
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focif fepafatioh ; and this will moll clearly appear by' 
what follows^. 

2, That that ftate of the foul of a true Chf-iftian, is, 
£rom the inftant of its reparation, a ftate free from all fin : 
and this freedom from fm is not only a freedom from the 
guilt and imputation of fm (for fuch a ftate the foul hath in' 
this life) but a freedom fronv the ftain and adherence of 
all fm. While the foul hath its f^efidence in the body, 
there are two contrary principles that move it, and work 
Hpon it, Thfe Spirit and gi'ace of Chrlft working the foul- 
to the likenefs and ftfnilitude of Chrift, fashioning him ia 
the heart, and reforming it to the image of God : and oir 
the other fy*, the ftnfui and fleftily appetite ftrtigglin^f 
to retain its domination and mle over the foul, and 
bringing it into fubje^Hon to the law of fin. And from 
thcfc contrary principles arifeth a continual ftrife and 
contention in the foul ; either principle having fome foot-- 
, ing and ground in the faculties- and powers of the foul. 
Gal, V. 17, M The flefhluftethagainft the Spirit, and the* 
«*- Spirit luileth agatnft the flelh, and thefe are contrary 
•* one to the other, fo that ye cannot do the things ye 
•* woT^ild.'* And from hence it is, though in the beft of 
men there be a prevalence of the power of grace in the 
Ibul ; fo that the domination andpower of the-flefh be con- 
trolled, Rom. vi. 14. and not only fo, but the flefli ij 
crucified, brougfit into fubjeflion. Gal. v. 24. ** They 
** that are Chnft's have crucified the i?efh, with the af-^ 
•* fe(5Hons and lufts," yet ftill the fle€i continues. 

1. As an impediment to- the full and free working (jf 
the Spirit of God, or rather of the foul to move accord* 
ing to it ; for it is clogged wit^ ** a body of death," Rom. 
vii. 24. Matth. xxvi. 41. *<^Tliefpirit is willing, but the 
•• fkfh is weak,*' The body and foul, like Mezentius hiS' 
couples, confifting of a dead and earthy part, as well as 
of a living and fpiritual part, whereby we cannot do the 
thing we would, 

2, Notwithftanding the prevailing power of grace in 
Ae foul, the 6kih continues not only a pafSve impediment,' 
as 1 may caHT it, but it hath ftill left in it a counter-moti- 
on, it Infteth againft the Spirit ; and though the Spirit of 
grace be fhc prevailing principle, yet the contrary motion 
of a contt'ary principle, cannot choofe but impiede and 
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retard the povrer of the contrary motion j though it cair- 
uot altogether fruftrate it : as we fee when the tyde comes 
in upon a frefti river, though the tyde prevail, yet the 
contrary motion of tJie river doth hinder and retard the 
tyde in itSvmotion j though it cannot conquer, yet it m^ 
terrupts it, 

3. And not only fo, but fometimes even in the bcft^ 
of men, that natural corruption of the flelh, which grows 
fullen by being over-matched with the powerful work of 
grace upon the foul, and feems dead : yet the opportu- 
nity of a temptation revives that feeming dead iuft that 
was in us, that fometimes it returns upon them with advan- 
tage. And fp ** this law in the members warring agamft 
** the law of the mind," by the opportunity and animati» 
on of a temptation, brings us into captivity " to the laW 
•* of iin which is in our members,** Rom. vii. 23. So that 
' the beft of men negleding their guard, and being fccurc* 
have been, by this law in theflefh, actuated by a temp^ 
tation, brought into the commiffioB of the worft of fins. 

So that the great hindrance to the through and per*' 
fed fanclification of tlie foul in this life, is principally hf . 
the adherence of the body unto it; and confequently of 
thofe lufts and pafiions that do accompany that body; 
But by dea%h the impediment is removed, the counter- 
motion of the "flefh abolilhed, the opportunity of tempta- 
tion by it taken Av^'ay, and nothing, doth hinder pr retard 
the foul from bei**^ actuated, moved, and habituated, 
according to that p^Jva!ling principle of the grace of 
eliriih which it had iVit in this life, and carries with it 
out of this life : and in the inftant of the diflblution, thd 
whole leaven of natural cok;:iiption is cleanfed out of the 
foul ; and *♦ he that is thui c^d is free from fin," Rom. 
vi. 7. 

In this life the gtace pf Chrifl:^ as ft were fafhioninj^ 
and moulding the foul unto his likerkfs : and becaufe the 
fiefii is a great enemy unto this work,\our Lord's couiw 
fel is, ftill to weaken, abate and mortif^v the flefh, that 
hinders and interrupts the energy and woT^of the Spirit 
of God : fo that we Ihould, as much as may b^ die while 
we live. The day of death is, as it were, the\}Mrth-day' 
of the foul, when it f^ils off as a feed that is 1^, and 
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Atjps into a place of reft, and there it fjpenJs, as It were; 
its infancy, till it be ready itx the confummation of itr * 
happinefs in the refurre<5tion. But ftill in that inftant of 
ieparatioB, it is like the children of tribulation. Rev. vii, 
12. " Cloathed. with white robes,'* dipped in the blood 
of Chrift, and faa<ftified throughout by the Spirit of 
Chrift, 

Thirdly, The foul unttcd unto Chrift, imraediatery u- - 
pon her feparation from^ the body, is tranflated into a 
place of reft, and enjoys a condition' free from all trou- 
ble, forrow and mifcry. Rev. xiv. 13. ** They reft froru« 
*• their labours, and their works follow them." 

Fourthly ,^ The foul doth not only enjoy a negative 
happinefs, and ab fence of all mifery; but, in the very 
tnftant of the diiTolntion is tranflated to a condition of 
bleifednefs commenfurate to the capacity of the foul ; 
and enjoys the vifion of Chrift in glory, in a place of 
glory and happinefs, Luke xvir. 24. " Lazarus's foul was 
*• carried int^ Abraham's bofom,*' and there did reft- 
before the laft •judgment ; for the rich man's brethren 
were then upon the earth : which, though it be* a para- 
ge, yet it import* the ble/Ted. ftate of a feparate ibul, . 
even before the laft jadgraentr. 

And that this -is fo," our Saviour '9 words upon the crofs 
unto the crucified thief import, Luke xxili. 43. <* Verily 
.•♦ I fay unto thee, to-day thou (halt be with me in para- 
«♦ dife." Wherem we have, Firft, the time; " to-day ;'* 
before the refurreftion. Secondly, the place * «• in pa- 
** radiie :" which is the very place of the blefted: that 
which -2 Cor. xit. 2. is called ** the third heaven," vcr. 4. 
is called paradiie. And Thirdly, the prefence; "with ■ 
*«^ me in paradife," where the glorious foul*of'Chrift w^y, 
2 Cor. V. 8. " We are confident; and willing to be ab- 
♦« fcnt from the -body; and to^e prefent with the Lord," 
Parallel to which, Philip, i. 23. *• Having a ^}Tt to de- 
" part, and' to be with Ghrift,' . whiefr isr far" 1>etter," 
Therd is not a mean* inftant between the departure front. 
the body, and the tecal prefence with Chrift. And cer- 
tainly, the foul enjoying the prefence of Chrift, can- 
not want the fulnefs of happinefs. The foul muft needs- 
receive a continual irradiation from his glory? a conti- 
Bualilreantof com£3rt and delight- mu(laeeds^fi«^w into 
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the foul from his prercnce, the dear oaanifcftation cf hi^ 
love and favour. But yet according to the meafore of the 
capacity of the foul to receive^ muii needs be the mcafurd 
of what it receives : and therefore > doubtleis, asthe.foul 
in the ftate of feparation, cannot have thc^fame iXiealure 
of perfedtion as it ihall have in its re union in the relisr-* 
rc<^ion ; fo confequently it cannot receive the like mea-^ 
Aire of blefTednefs as it then Ihall receive. Though the 
blefTednefs be the fame in kind, and the fame in nieafure^ 
yet the foul hath not the fame capacity to receive it, as 
•when it is re-united perfedlly to a perfedt body, by which 
the foul will be enabled to a(St more perfectly than it did,- 
or could in the ftate of feparation. The foul enjoys a ful- 
nefs of comfort, and reft, and bleffednefs in the prefenc6 
©f Chrift, according to the utmoft capacity that it hath r 
tut as her capacity, and the excellence of her operationi 
fliall be improved in the refurreftion, lo (hall the mcaiur^ 
©f her happinefs : the fulneis and perfedtion of her fruitios 
is referved till -then. Col, iii. 3. ** Our life is hid with 
« Chrift in God. When Chrift, who is our life, Ihall 
** appear, then Ihall we appear with him in glory," 
S John iii. 2. ** Now we are the fons of God, and it dotii 
•* not yet appear what we fhall be: but we know that 
•• when be (hall appear, we ftiall be like unto/him : for 
•* we (hall fee him as he is." The perfeft vilion of Chrift 
is referred till his laft appearance ; and confequently the 
perfe<ft raeafure of our glory and bleffednefs. The reccp* 
tion of that glory intq the foul, is that which doth in a 
manner transfigure, and transform the foul into the fame 
glory : and according to the meafure o£.that reception, fi? 
is the meafure of that transformation. Here in "this life^ 
cur viiion of it is as it were in a glafs, and therefore cor 
conformity unto it is the lefs, and more imperfe<5^ ; in the 
flate of feparation of the foul more is fcen, and therefore 
the foul more irradicated : but in the reunion of the foiii 
and body, the ftate of tKe foul is more perfe<ft, and the 
vifion therefore more perfect, and confequently the glory 
of ihe foul and body more perfcifl. Then we fhall liehoid 
; with open face (not in a glafs as here^ the glory of the 
Lord : and fo fhall be changed into the fame image from 
glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the I^ord, 2 Cor. iii. 18, 
** \^^ faali be like him, for, wc Ihail fee him as he is-'* 
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Tbc feeing of Chrift as he is, is that whteh iaipfmts a glo^ 
ry upoR the ibul, ks^he fight of God in the mount, im* 
printed a brightnefs upon Mofes's face: and the moiH 
perfedily we fee him, the greater is our conformity to Mm i 
the more we receive of him, the more iikenels we receive 
Unto him. In the itate of feparation the foal receives ^ 
clearer. viiion of ChHft, than whilft {he was in the fleihf 
but not fo full a vifion as the fhail in tlie refurredion. An4 
therefore ther<.'e blelled foulsi Rev. vi. 9. are laid " to be 
V under the altar.'* So that though, they had white robel 
given unto them, yet they were, as it were, in the court 
€>f the temple: though in ia ftate of neameis unto Ghrii^) 
a ftate of blelTednefs commenfurate to the capacity of th^ 
fcul ; yet not {o fully and compleatly happy as in the re- 
iurretfldon, when the *• tabernacle of God ihail be with 
•* men," Rev. xxi. 3. So that to conclude; we think> 
that according to tlie fcriptures, though the fulnels and 
perfe<^oa of the glory of the faints is referved to the ge* 
serai rerurre<£lioi>at the iccond appearance of Chrift ; yet 
the bletled Ibuls departed do, in the inilant of their fepa^ 
ration, enjoy the pre fence of Chrift^ and- a glorious ma^ 
nifeftation of his glory and prefence unto them, in as full 
m degree, and meafure of happinefs, as a fepeiiRe foul {% 
poifibly capable of, and fo much Ihe is capable of, as makeS 
tier happy and glorious. And were there no more but 
this, it were enough not only to conquer the fear of death, 
but to make it defireable to a faithful foul, fo far as con- 
ftils^ with our fubmiflJon to the will of God, and that duty . 
of ferving our generatioa in this life, which he requires 
of u*. 

There are two things that make us hang fo fixuch upoft 
this life, viz. FjrA, The want of faith, and belief of 
this truth of God, vii. That the foul in the immediate 
inilant of hef feparation enjoys a ftate of glory and blcf- 
iednefs. The (kadow and vale of death doth interpofe, 
and hinder our fouls from beholding that country which 
is on the't)thisr fide-^if that vale. Secondly, The adhe- 
rence of our flelh, which, doth and mud know, that in the 
re-iiioa oti the other fide of death, there is no room for ic: 
no room for fenHial pleafures a ad delights, and enjoy- 
ments, and therefior:' h-in^js hick, and cannot with p^ti- 
eiu:e think of it; and having, in fo^ne meafure tainted the' 
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ibul witb thoie'a£f«dlioas and lufls, makes Iter alio utia 
•willing to change her ftatioa. And therefore i look up-* ' 
on okl age as a ^eat bleffing,- evieii in this refpe(5l» thac- 
it wears out, and weakens thofe (Iroiig Heihly corrupt!* ^ 
ensy and inclinations^ which makes us fa much reft upon 
this life : and gives us opportunity with \^i'& dtrer^iop of 
the flefh, to eatertaia the hopes anU expe^^iatioa of the 
bieffed eilate of the foul after death. 

1 1 , We come to confider the ftate of the foul and bod7,^ 
in and from the inftant olf the refurredttou until the la(^ 
judgment ; and the privilege that we, have by Chrkt 
therein: and concerning it, thus far the fcripturestescb 
us to conclude, 

. v. That there (hall be a scfurredHoa ef die bodes, of- 
men. This appears by the fcriptures<of both Teftai^ents ;: . 
though more clearly in the- New : our Lord Jcfo^in the'^^ 
gofpel "having brought life and immortality t<y]ighti'*. 
viz. that great myftcry of life, and the fecon/ life andr^ 
im mortality » whkh was- more obfcurdy delivered in the 
Old Teftament^ Chtift hath unveilod^ and pofilrvely and 
plainly declared ^e fame. Balaam, though a wi:$)rd» . 
yet by what means we know not, was inU^ghtned to fee- 
many timhs, and tranfported, even bey0nd hinoielf, vx 
the acknowlegemenk of them : and he ^ems toacknow* 
lege this truths {peaking of the ftarof J^cob, Numb, xxiv, 
17. " I.lhall fee him,^butnotnow.*' Again, Job, who ^ 
feems to be contemporary^ with that)- time, thibugh aonei 
of the twelve tribes, but yet of, the children of A bra* - 
hkm, had thi^ truth>-by traditicm imqueilionsble. Job xix^ 
26, 27. ** Though after my fkin, worms deftroy this 
" body, yet ia my fkfti (KaH I fee God^i • lia. xxvi. 19. 
*« Thy dead men ihall live, together with my dead bo*^ 
** dy ihall they arife : awake and fmg ye that dwell in 
** the duft : for tby dew i* as .the dew of herbsy and the 
«« earth Ihall caft out the dead. Thy dew. is as the dew 
«* of herbs ;" a fecret qui<:kening quality, like that of the 
dew of herbs, ihall fall upon thoie dtad materials, and 
give them life, Dan. xii. 2. ** Many of them that flccp in 
«V the duil of the earth fliall awake, fome to^everlafting 
*« life, fome to fliame and ever lafting contempt.** Many» 
'i^ Importing their multitude, not excluding: any. 2. 

Many, 
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Many, t^ecanfe we fhali not ail die, but we (Kail all be 
changeci. 

In the New Teftamcnt, this truth is more clearly ani 
diftindtly a/Icrted, Matth. xxii. 29. Our Saviour particu- 
larly, and expropqfito aflerts it againft the Sadducces, and 
declares the manner of their condition to be> ** as the an- 
** gels (rf" heaven.'* Again, Matth. xxi v. 31. Heafcribei 
the manner of it: " He Ihall Tend his angels with a great 
*• found of a trumpet, and ihey fliall gather the eled 
'• from the four winds, from one end of heaven to th^ 
other.*-* Kence he cdl^ them, Luke xx. 36. ** Chil- 
dren of God, being children of the refurre6lion." And 
it is plain, that the diilciples of Chrift took this as an uu- 
queftionable truth, John xi. 23. Jefus faid unto her, 
•* Thy brother Ihatl rife again." Martha faid unto him^ 
•* I know that he ihall rife again at the refurre6lion at the 
*• laft day." This great truth, aflerted by the Pharifees^ 
contradi<^ed by the Sadducees, Adks xxviiL 8. and un- 
known to the moft learned of the Gentiles ; Paul moft ex«» 
tellently difirovcfeth and aflerteth, in his fermon to th6 
. Athenians, enforcing it from the power And jufticc of 
Cod : and though it had but a courfe cntei*taii^ent 2tt 
the firft, for fome mocked^ others declined th^prefenf 
dKfquiiition of it, Afts xvii. 32. yet doubtlcfs it was thi 
moft proper point, to convince the ignorant world of; \t 
being fuch a truth, as muft of nccefllty put them upon 
iblicitous enquiries of their future date, and quite change 
all the vsTtn decifions of the philofophers ; and therefore 
this fubjed Paol chole to difpute upon in the academy ot 
Greece. And though the doftrine feemed at firft novel 
and incredible, yet do^btlcis left fome jealous inipreflions 
upon their minds, of the truth and confequents thereof s 
and that * jealoufy made them the apter to entertain thd 
liftening to thofe truths, which were in order to it. When 
iti the church of Corinth, this truth began to be called 
in queftion, the apoftle, i Cor. xv. undertakes a lettled 
difcourfe of Che truth of it ; which he evinceth by many 
arguments: i. From the refurrcftion of Chrift Jems; 
which, Firft, He proves by unqueftionable evidence : -then 
Infers, 

i; The poflibilicy of the refurre<aioil. 
j»* The aeoeffic^ of i& 

The 
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The poffibility, intimattd thus ; if Chrift be rifen, tfieiT 
It is not irapoffible but the fame power may raife^p us* 
But Chrift is rifen : the former propofition is cTidfent; for 
it was 00 lefs than an omnipotent power,, that was requir- 
ed to the refurredtion of Chrift: and more than: an omni- 
potent^ power, is not, cannot be required to the refurrec- 
tion of us. The fecond propofition he evidcnceth beyond 
all contradiiHiion : he^inftaacesin fouricyeral times of hi» 
appearance after \i\%- death ; to Cephas:, to the twelve dif- 
ciples : to five hundred brethren at once :. »id to himfelfi. 
And as thus the/poHibiiity of our refurredion^ftaf^ds prov' 
ed by the refurre<5lion of Chrift : fo Secondly, The necef' 
fity of it ; " Chrift was declared the Son of Q^ witbr 
** power, by the refurre^on from'' the dead,** Rom. i. 4; 
And the end of his miffion inta the world, muft need? 
be fome work anfwerable to the greatnefs of. hi* perfon, 
and the tvonderfulaefs of it: certainly,- that 'the etiemaV' 
Son of God fhould take upon him our fiefb^ live, die, and 
rife again, and afcend into heaven, coukL notchodle but 
be for fome notable end. 1 A. wife man never Undbrtakes 
any great a€Hon.but for fome great end anfwerable ^o it: 
much 4ers cert^nly, would the great God, the Fouat^iiv 
of all -v^l^om, undertake, fuch a buiinofs as this, but for? 
an end mi table to it. Now the end of God's fending^ o£ 
Chrift into the world, is declared, John iii. 1^. " Godfo- 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son»^ 
that whofocver believe th in him (hould not perHh, but 
have everlafting life." But if there be no refurredtion, 
God fhall be diJTappointed in this end of the iniOion of his 
^ Son : for it is evident^ that in^ thit life, little advantage 

is wrought for the difciple* of Chrift.. They meet with. 
. perfecutlonsi wants, neceflities, barbarous ufage, untime- 
; ly death oftentimes, ver. 19. ** If in this life ouly we have 

[. " hope, We are of all men moft miferable. And if no 

** refurredVion, then tliey that are fallen -afkep in Chrift 
•* are peri(hed>" ver. 18.. 

Therefore fince the fMvation of men, was the end of 
the miffion of Chrift into the wcwld; the end of the -al- 
mighty and wife God, who hath infinite wifdom ta con- 
trive means to compafs his own ends; infinite power to 
effect and bring them to pafs, and to remove all obfticles 
that may biiader the eifeding thereof: and fuice it is plsi#n^ 
V . that; 



« 
M 

4X 



tfCVRIStcruapd. 205 

il\at th); falvation erf the fervants of Chrift, is not in this 
:world, but muft of neceffity be in fome future ft ate after 
this life : and fiace neither the light of nature, nor the 
4ight of fcripture, do 4hew us any other way, to the at*- 
taining of that happy condition after this life, in that fuH 
jind compleat meafure, but by the refurre^tion : therefore 
there is a neceffity of a refurre^ion, that man might not 
lofe his happinefs, nor God the gloiy of his wifdom and 
power, in the redemption of man by his own Son. 

The next argume&t of the neceffity of our refnrredion 
from the reJbrreAion of Chrift> ftands in the comparifon 
of Chrift and Adam together ; and the relation that eacK 
have to their dependants. Adam ftood as a mediator of 
4:he fir£b covenant, for himfelf and all his feed : aiid hence 
it was, that by^his fin, death pailed upon him, and upon 
all his pofterity. This is the fcope of the apoftle here, 
<ver. 22. and mocc fully Mid at large, Rom. v. 12, 6^7^- 
quentibtis. 

Now the trandtioQ of guilt and death from Adam unto 
xts, re(kd upon a double union between him and us. i. 
Ah union by natural generation. 2. An union by way 
of reprefenmtion. Both thefe were requifite to tranter 
the difadvantage of his im upon us. For if the former 
iiad been wanting, tt had been an unreslfonable thing that 
the ftipulattoQ of him to whom I had no relation, upon 
swhom I had fio dependance, to whom I gaye no commif^ 
fion, ihouJd inure to my difadvantage. If the fecond 
iiad been wanting, it had not been agreeable to that rule 
of juftice, that the Lord himfelf was pleafed to own, Ezelc 
xviii. *' The SoQ^lhall not bear tlie iniquity of the Father." 
And becaufe the juftice of this tnay the fuller appear, and 
the difference between the ftate of" Adam, in relation to 
all his pofterity, and the ftate of a father now in relation 
to his children ; we may confider thefe differences^ 

I . Adam was conftituted in To perfedl and free a con- 
dition, that he was moft exquifitely fitted to be the medi- 
ator of a covenant, between God and himfelf, and all his 
poft;erity. Bat our parents are not conftituted in fuch a 
condition, they want that perfedion of knowlege, and 
freedom of will, as was in our firft parents. Since the 
iall, the defccndants from Adam are corrupted in their 
-twills^ and in their judgments ; and fo not fit to be repre- 

fentatives 



fentatives for the binding of their pofterity, w Adam waa, 

2. As Adam was a reprefentative for his poiterity for 
their lit, in ca,fe of dilbbedience ; fo he was for their good, 
in cafe of obedience. A ftock of bleflednefs tranfinif*. 
fible to his pofterity, was depofited freely, by the free 
goodnefs of God, without any defert in noan, for thje adr 
vantage of him ^nd all his defcendants : for it is moft 
evident, that even in the ftate of innocence, the law of 
propagation of his kind, was given to man as well^ to 
jthe other creatures, Gen. i.' 2 8, /So that as his pofterity 
pight have had difadvantage by bis fall, fo they might 
have advantage, in cafe he continued in his integrity, viz, 
the tranl'miffion of that happy and perfedJ condition that 
Adam had, fubjedl nevcrthelefs to a perfonal liberty, as 
^dain was. But it is not fo now with us : our parents 
can tranfmit to us their pofterity, nothipg but a ftate of 
iin, and dcfed, and mifery : fo that ais they are unfit to 
be mediators, or reprefentatives for us, in refped qf their 
^efe«5l ; fo it were unequal they ihould be fuch, bccaufc 
they would be neceflarily mediators to our difadvantage,. 
noi poffibly to our advantage, 

3. Again, a, reprefentative, or mediator between God 
and man, could not be without the inftitution and accep- 
tation of God ;. he having filled our firft parents with fuch 
ability and equality, w^ pleafed to accept him as a ftipu- 
Jator for himfelf and bis defcendants, and conftitute him 
fuch. But he hath not fo appointed in other defcendants 
from him. And herein we may fee the juftice smd goodneis 
of God, who,though he be the abfolute, and uncontrol able 
Lord of all his creatures, to whom he is not bound by any 
rule of juilice; yet when he was pleafed to tak€ Adam for a 
common ftipulator, for his pofterity as well as himielf, be 
fits him with moft exquiljtc purity, wifdom,and ability, fuch 
as could never be overmatched by his pofterity, bad he 
continued in innocence ; and puts into his hand a full flock 
of bleifednefs for him and his defcendants, before he ad- 
piits him to ftipulate for the good or evil rfhis pofterity. 
But when that fails, as it doth with the defcendants from 
Adam, his rule of juftice is, ** The Son (VH npt bear the 
'* iniquity of the Father.*' 

Thus far we fee the unioo, between Adam and »s, 
whereby, >vhile he cat the bitter fruits, .our teeth ^eiet 

on 
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^n edge ; "afid y^ct almighty God moft exaijly juft thereia. 
Now our Lord Chrift became a fecond Adam, the Media? 
tor of the fecOrid covenant : •* As in ^dam all die^ fo in 
■•* Clirift ihall allbe made alive," ver, 22. Now as GOi^ 
was pleafed to put into the hands of the firfl Adam, a. 
ftock of life, and blefledixefs, under a covenant for hini 
and his pbfteritjr, which were included in him by the law 
of natural generation ; fo he put into tshe hands of Chrift, . 
the Mediator of the fecond covenant, a ftock of life and* 
bieifednefs for his {ttd^ by fupef natural regeneration; 
T«r. 47. "As the firft Adam was made a living foul, fo 
"** the fecond was made a quickning Spirit," . John v. 26. • 
As the Father hath life in himfelf, fo hath lie given to the 
Son to have life in iiimfelf : a quickening life, John v. 2 1 . 
•' The Son quickeneth whom he wfll.^ Quickening not 
only to a life of grace here, but to a life of immortality - 
and glory hereafter, John vk 54, ** Whofo eateth my 
^*: fle(h, ai^d driiiketh my blood, hath. eternal life, and f 
^* will raife htm up at the laft day,** ver. ^7. ** As I live 
** by the Father, fo he that eateth. me, ihall live by me." 
A life as in the fountain habitually there, but adually ex- 
crcifmgkfelf mthe branclies united to him, John xi,.2^. 
"*• I am the refurr66fian, and the fife» wljofoevcr believeth 
*' ia me, tho' he were dead yet Ihall he live." And as 
die life that is in thd root> \s tk^jt which gives life to the 
"branch, and the means of deriving this Mt is the union 
lietween the ftock and the branch, and the interception 
of this life from the branch, is the difunion er feparation 
of the branch from the foot ; fo that life of grace in the 
fcful, and of immortality in the refurredUon, is by virtue 
of this tmion with the Root Chrift, John xv. 5, •* i am 
^ ** the Vine, ye are the branches. . He thatabideth in me, 
** and! in him, the fame bnngeth forth much fruit,'** and 
as the life of the branch is hid in the root, fp our life is hid 
-^ith God in Chrift, Col. iii. 3. Now becaufe union is the 
means of our everlafting fifeln Chrift. as it ^as of tempo- 
ral and everlafting death In Adand^' lo we .(hall find be- .| 
tween Chrift and his bi-anches, a parallel union to that ' 
l>etween Adam and his pofterity, u An union, though, 
not by way of natural generation, yet by way of fuperna- 
tural regenera;tidn : as Adam had his feed, fo Chrift hath 
his feed, Ifa. liii, 10. ** He Ihall fee his jfeed.*' John iii. 3. 
V o L. !• 5 E;ccepc 
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'< Except a man be bom again, he cannot fee the kingdoim 
** of God." Bom of an immortal leed, i Ptt. i. 23. 
"•* Being bom not>of a corruptible feed, but of incorrup- 
•« tible, by the Mnord of God, which liveth and abideth 
^* for ever*** Formed into the image of Chrift the imr 
mortal Son 4if God. Ted with an immortal food, John 
vi. 51. *• I am the Mving Bread which came down from 
*** heaven : if any man eat of this bread, he fliall live for 
** ever," And this immortality refteth upon this ground, 
John vi. ^6. ** He that eateth my flclh, and drinfceth my 
** blood, dwelleth in me, and I b him." That is, is 
united to me, as the branch is to the root : and that life 
that is in the root is traofoutted into the branch : and it 
ihall be as impoiUble for that branch to die, as long as it 
Aands thus united, as it is impoiUble for the root to die. 
But ftill this is a fpiritual union^ a conjundton of the 
Ibul and Ipirit unto Chrift. The union betweeh Adam 
and his pofterity, and between Chrift and his feed, agree 
in this, that they were both anions unto them as to the 
root : and by virtue of that union, there was a tranfmif- 
fion of their conditions to thole that were thus united unto 
them. Death from Adam to his feed ; life by Chrift to 
his feed. Yet the manner of that union differs : that, a 
birth ©f the flefii ; this, a birth of the Spirit. John iii. 6. 
*' That which is bora of the flefli is flefli, and that which 
** is born of the Spirit is fpirit, John vi. 6g. " The 
^' words that I fpeak, they are Spirit, and they are life." 
This therefore is that pofterity, as I may 'call them, of 
Chrift Jefus, notbomof the flcfh, but of the Spirit, viz, 
fuch as by his grace fcnt into, and everlaftingly abiding 
in their fouls, are wrought to the love of God by him, to 
the obedience of his will, to a conformity to Chrift the 
image of the invifible God, in all the inclinations, difpo- 
iitibns, and habits of their foul : and fo tranfplanted 
from that ftate of rebellion and difobedtence unto God, 
into the kingdom of God, and the voluntary fubjedlion 
unto his will, in which they are prefcrvcd by the fame 
Abiding Spirit of Chrift, that refides in them, and will go 
along with them through death. And this feed of life 
abiding in them, will as laft quicken the body, and raife 
it up unto eternal life, in a perpetual conjundtion with 
ttbe ibul, as It did quicken the body of Chrift, and relum- 
ed 
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td it tinto aQ; infeparable bkfled unim with his foul unto^ 
all eternity. 

And as thus the ubioa between Cloifl and a believer^ 
1>7 fupematural regeneration, ftands parallel to that be- 
tween Adam and his pofterity, by natural generation ; fo 
there is alfo an union of repffsfentation between Chriil 
and thofe that believe on him : differing, ia this : that 
whereas Adam reprefented his pofterity without any a<Eluat 
choice of theirs, but only as they were Tirtually included 
in him; but in this reprefentative Chrift Jefus, Firft, 
There is a voluntary fafception of his: he freely under- 
takes the bufinefs of this great covenant between God and 
man : receives all good for them from him : receives and 
undertakes to bear all their evii for them. And thus h& 
loved us firll ; and we cho^ not hinr, but he chofe us. But^ 
Secondly, Being drawn unto him by the power of God : 
•* For none comes unto him except the Father draw him,'^ 
John vi. 44, then we run after him. And " his people 
•* become willing in the day of his power," Pfal. ck. and 
then as he chooledi us for his redeemed, fo we choofe him/ 
for onr MedTator: venture our lois and gain upon his 
negotiation with the Father for us : venture our fouls up-' 
on his fidelity and ihterefl: in* the F^er : if we periih we 
periih : if we live we live. Swear dependance upon ; fub-- 
mifiion unto him ; obedience to his command ; faith in his- 
promifes. And thus he becomes our IVftdiator, our Re- 
prefentative with God, by our own choice; though that 
choice of ours be not wrought by. our own ftrength. And* 
fo there is wrought thts_civil uaion between Chrift and 
the believer, hj the- mutual ftfpulatton b£ either : Chrift 
undertaking to be his Peace maker, aad he undertakings 
to cad himfelf upo&> him-for life and ioc falvation. 

Now to inforce theneceffity of therefurredion upon' 
this confideratioli, ver. 3B. ** As in i^dam all die : fo in< 
** Chrift fhall all be made alive." Thus he was " the* 
** figure of hito that was to^ come.** Rcxn. v.. 14. The* 
argument ftands thus: C3od was pleafed to' give unto the* 
fru Adam, a ftock of immortality and breliednef^ tranf* 
miGiUe from him to his pofterity : undtr a covenant, 
that if he ftood in his integrity, that this bleilednefs 
fhould be tranfmitted to his pofterity : if he broke the 
covenant, then, inftead of bledednefs and immortali- 
ty, both he and his pofterity fhould looie that blefFed' 
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neft and life, andt beconie fubjeft to temporal and eternal 
death and mifcry. Chrift, the fccond Adam', made ^ 
new .covenant -tvith God for his feed, for a reftitution- 
of life and ble/Tedn^fs vinto them : and here is the diHer*- 
ence which is to' our 'advaiitage : the life and blefTednefV' 
was not reftored in this \\^% but in a life that.lhculd fuc- 
ceed after this. The covenant between God and our firft 
partnts w^as more literal, and the fruit of it, aiife here 
without mifery, and a tranflation into glory: the cove- 
nant in Chrift more fpiritual, and the fruit of it, a- life 
here, in the love of God, and a refurre<5lion after death un- 
to glory. And the fefurreftion of our Saviour was a pledge 
of our refurredion : ** He became the. firft- fruits of thenx 
•* that llept :*' And alfo a caiife of our refurre<^ion. We 
^e rif«a together with him, by virtue of our union unto- 
liim, as of the members unto tjie JH^ad.: Jiis refurrefiioa- 
is ours, by virtue of our union unto him, by way of par- 
ticipation, and Ihall be the caufe of our Tefurredion in a. 
perfopal fruition^ It is iiot cohfiftent with the perfe<5Hoa 
of the workings ofGod, that our Head ihould live ia 
glory and incof ruptiohi knd yet his members be cloathcd^ 
with rottaiinefs arid corriiption. Therefore as Chrift our^ 
Head, in whom out life' is hidj hath conquered deatl^ by 
his refurrtdlion ; fp m due time thall we that are his mem- 
bers. Yet 1 Cor. xv,- 23. ** Every man in bis own orders 
** Chrift the firft-fruits y and afterwards they that are 
** Chrift- s at his coming." 

The next argument of the apofth's, though fecretly in- 
timated, is from the juftice of God, who is holy in all hi« 
ways,; and righteoiis in ^11 his works. Ver. 30, 3^1^. 32^ 
33, 34. ** If after the manner of men, I have fought 
** with beafts at Ephefus, what advantageth it me if the 
•* dead rife not? Let us cat and drink, for to-naorrow 
** we (hall die." As if he fliould thus f^y ; The dodtrine 
of Chrift is a do<5trine full of purity, holinefs and juftice: 
fuch a dbfeine as even the heathens themfelves cannot 
choofe but admire : and as far out goes the exafteft mo?- 
rals of the fevereft philofophers, as theirs exceeds barba- 
rifm and licentioufnefs. Yet the difciples and profeflbrs 
of Chrift have this legacy given by their Maftcrj bleffed* 
nefs hereafter, but perfecution in this life, John xvi. 33^ 
•* In\he world ye Ihall have tribulation," J^uke ix. 23.. 
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«* Wliofoevcr will be my difciplc, mtift take up Kis crofs," ' 
and die daily, •« and follow mc," 2Tim. iii. 12, " All* 
** that will live godly in Chrift Jefus muft fuffef pcrlccu- 
fion.'* And I hSve ^utuliny Saviour's woixis tr«ei ver». 
31. ** I die daily." And certainly, if T ihould meafutd- 
the excellency of the dodtrine, by the fuccefs that the pro-- 
feflbrs thereof have in this life, Ffhould prefer the pofitt* 
oil of the Epicnre, '* Let us eat and* dnx^kr fOrto*'mor- 
" row we IKall die." Take the advantage of'the pleafurc, . 
and contentment that this world aCPoftis, while we have^ 
opportunity of life: and look upon death as everlafHng 
diiTolution, wit kout expex^ation o^ a-futurc account. Buc^ 
if 1 fhould fay thus, I Ihould p^nljr evidence that I have - 
not** theknowlegeof God," ver; 34. He is a pure God^^ 
and delights in what is like himfelf • Certainty he would' 
never futter the true profeffors and' praAifers of purity, 
juftice, and holinefsy-to lye under the worft of miieries ia 
this^ life; unli^fs fie had' referved unto them a ftate of' 
Ifleffedoefs after this life : <« Slkll not the Judge of all the 
** world do right ?" And this was that great concludon 
which Solomon, the wlieft of men made, upon an exa^ 
obiervauoxi of the variety ef the difpeniatioas of providence'- 
m this life : ** Sentence not fpeedily executed agatnft an* 
*« evil work," Ecclef. viii. 11. ** Juft men towl^mit- 
*' hapneth according to the work of the wicked: and* 
*< wicked men to whom it hapneth- acc<)rdihgto the. work* 
•« of the rigBteousr^ Ecclfef. vitH 14. «* The plate of ' 
<**jtidgmenr, that wlckednefs^ was th^re ; and the place 
<* of rightecoifnefs, that iniquity was there," Ecclef. iif^ 
i<y; ** The tears ef the dppreOed, tliat they hiad no- 
^ comfbrter, and on the-fid^ of the oppreffors thiere.was'' 
*• ■ power, " Ecclef. iv. . x ; •• One evest ' to the : righteous > 
•• and to the wicked J" Ecclef. ix. 2* *• ' Sortfiat no maa* 
•♦ knoweth either love or hatred^ by ail that is:bcfore: 
Hhim," Ecclef. ixs i. . 

Upon this confiJeration of the mofl'exa<5l'and unmixed^ 
purity and juftice. rfiGod,' and yet upon variety of thic 
courO? of providence in. this life, fceming, as it were, to 
thwart, and breakthe rule of that juftice ; he fi^meshls^ 
oonclufibn in the latter end ef his-furvey, Eccfef. xii. 13, 
•* Let us hear the conclufion of the whole matter, fear 
"^ Cod ^d keep his commandments, - for this is the whole 
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" duty of man. For God &all bring every work intO' 
" judgment, with every fecret thing, whether it Be good^^ 
•* orwhetheritbeevil."' 

The apoflle's next argument, is at once an argument 
to prove the refufre^^ion, and an arifwer to the objedion 
6{ a natutalift, Ver. 35. ** ^me will fay. How are the 
'* dead rai fed,' and with what bodies fhaU they come?*' 
This objection itiDS thus ; the rules a^d experience of na- 
tural objfervauohs, tell; "us, that from a total privation, 
there is no r^gitfs to the firft fubfiftence : how therefore 
fhall the dead'-arife I if the foul aflume another body, it 
is no refUrre'dion : and to aflurae the fame is abfurd and 
impoffible. Do we not fee the bodies ot men mangled 
into pieces, and fome of them become meat to fowls, 
others to beafts, others to fHk, and mixed with their fub- 
Ilance ? Ahd thofe again, it may be, become the food of 
other men, turned into tibeir own blood and ipirits, and 
it may be, become the particle* of another gener^tioa.: 
And thofe bodies that have the moft folemn interment, do 
refolve into their firft elements ; and thofe yery particles 
of this refolutibh, b^ a thoufan^J mutations, become part^. 
of other mixt bodies, aad, it may be at laft, ingredients 
of the conftitutron of other men. A fmafl contemplatioa 
can follow tkeduft of the'great Alexander, to fome incoQr 
iiderable and low employment ? How then fhall the dead 
be raifed, and with whatTjodies fhall they arife ? If the 
foul fhall rfefume its own body, it may fall fo,. that it can- 
not be done without injury to another body, that claims 
the fame privilege of a refurredVion. 

This is that which made the Athenians the. feat. of the 
greateft philofophers of Greece, and the chiefefl Acaden^j 
of the world," to mock, when they heard of the refurrecr 
tion ; and this is that objedion which the apoflk here aijr 
fwers: and becaufe the objedion is made by perfons.than 
fubfcribe not to the authority of fcriptures, nor to the trutb 
of the gofpel, h^ ufeth another kind of medium to evince 
the poflibility and truth of the refurrcdlion, than what 
he before had ufed : and apfwers'an objeiHon framed up- , 
on fenfe and natural reafbn, by inflances and inferences 
drawn from the fanae. principles: by whtcli he diicovcrs 
thefe two things, ' 

' ' ,' ■ I,. Th« 
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1, That cleath, though it be a total privation, dotl| 
aot exclude the poflibility of a refurrci^ion : which an- 
fwers the firft part of the queftion, *• How Ihall the dea4 
" beraifed?*' . 

2. That though it be true, the form of the bqdj^ be* 
changed^, and refoJved into corruption ; yet the body thai; 
ihall be raifed fhall not be fubjedl thereunto : which au- 
fwers the queftion, " With what bodies (hall they arife I '* 

Now touching the firft ; that notwithftanding a body is 
deprived of that form which it hath, and die; yet it b • 
Dot impoflible there fhould be a refurrciftion thereof. 

Firft, It is pl^u, that though there might be an im- 
ppffibility thereof, on the part«of the fubjeS, yet there is 
no impoffibility thereof, in regard of the fupremc effici- 
ent : he that made all things of nothing, can much more 
of fomething make the fame that it was. It is eiaiily de- 
monftrable, that all things were at firft created by the 
fupreme eflScient; aiid that there wa$ a Er^ man, that 
had his beginning in time. The ftripture fhews us; 
how he made him of the dxift. of the ground : and natural 
reafon, though it cannot without revelation fhew us the 
manner hotv, yet it muft moft evidently conclude, that he 
Vas made either of nothing, or of fuch afubftance thai had 
m itfelf n6\difpofition npr power to form itfelf into that 
fubfiftance which it after had. ^t the fupreme omnipo- 
tent cauft of all things formed him by his power knd 
wifdom, either out of nothing, or out of fuch a fome- 
thing, as required omnipotence itfelf to make ^it what it 
after was» " , 

But Secondly, T<> retui::n to the apoftle's argument, evi- 
dencing the power of God extending to the refurredioq, 
of man, in the ordinary and moft obvious courfe of his 
providence: which» liough it be ordinary, yet it i^ 
fuch as without the origipal omnipotent power of God, 
could never come to pafs, ver^ 36* " Thott fool, that' 
** whick thou foweft is not quickned except.it die.*' 
We converfe every day with wonders and miracles rio 
lefs admirable; if rightly confider'd, than many of thoD^ 
points of faith which a ijaturalift will not believe. For 
^he footftep/s of jthe omnipotence and wifdom of God, 
are in every thing we (ee and ][ie^ ; only here is the blind- 
ncfs of Mankind that he looks j;ot diligently into things of 

' ordinary 
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ordinary conctifTcncc, but paiTeth them over of courfe*. IfT 
the fun lUould iland flill but one hour, it were a thing, 
that all the world wpuM obferve, and be aftoniihed at i 
yet the continual motion of the famo is a greater miracle,^ 
if rightly confider'd, than that. . And if we give our- 
selves to the obiervadons of things of nature, as we calf' 
them ; the ordinary fort of men reft barely m feafe and* 
experience. The farmer cafts his cc»ii in- the ground, 
becaufe be finds by experience it produceth a crop the-- 
seit fummer. And that more obfervant rank of men,, 
the natural philoTophers obfervations are indeed more' 
eonous ; but when ali is done by them, it is but »more* 
irigilent employment of their fenfes : and fo far as their 
ienle can carry them, fo &r they are able to give a bet-- 
ter account of the reafon of tJiings, than others that are 
lefs obfervant.. But where once tl^t &ils, the reaibns o^ 
things which they aflky to give, are fuch infiped, un* 
Certain xonjedkires, that nothing of truth eau^ be built 
upon them. The very inquiries tfiat might bem^e up-- 
ixnafly, or a grain of com (the inftanx:e of the text) is 
able to gravel and confound the greateft maifler of reafon^ 
that ever was : and h& muft, if he will be but ingenuous,r 
and not go about to pleafe himfelf, or delude others by. 
ungrounded fancies, acknowlege that in thefeiiAall^cardi- 
Bary, trivial difpofitions of aaturat efFe<5i:^, there^ is the- 
fingerandiword of omnipotence itfeif. And hence it is 
that almighty God, when he would'convince' Job of the- 
aarrowhelVof* his' underftanding, reads' Mm a Icdhire upr- 
on thofe creatures and things which were of ordinary oo^ 
currence, and, from them' demonftrate^ the infinite pow« 
er, majefty, and wifdom of God. Job lifad often heard* 
the wind, feen the rain, felt Brs clOaths warm, fi:en the • 
lightning, heard the thunder, difcotrded' wkli men of 
reafon; and yet becaufe they were thing? of daify con* 
ycrfation, he pafled them' over; and did not confider 
them: he took them in the lump, and in the ear, but 
hever fifted out the corn till God mentions them diftinftly:' 
to him, and doubtlefs with it did infuie into his fbnl, a ■ 
deliberate, clear, diftinft obfervation of th^e' things that 
were mentioned : and then he could read another lefibn of 
the wifdom and opinipotence of God in thofe creatures 
and things which were of ordinary occurrence. 

And 
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And- ufpoa th^ fame account it is^ that when God was . 
■pleafed to/et forth the excellence of his power, in putting 
underftanding into the heart of man;, he fends us hot tp 
confider of the; wifdom of the great datefman^ or the 
learning of the profound fch&lar : but iends us to .,th^ 
fimple difcretion, that without any improvements, or 
aia;s, or learning, appears in the plowman in threfbing 
of his corii, ifi xxiii. 29. ** This alfocometh forth from 
*^ the l/Ord of hofts, who is wonderfiil in counfbl, sohd 
** excellent in working..*' And accordingly jjiere the ar- 
poille chides the inadvertence and inconfideratenefs of th|! 
naturalifl, who hath every day an experiment before him, 
but little behind the ilrangenefs and wonder of the re^ 
fiirrcdlion ; and yet takes no notice of it to allay his infide* 
ilty :~ ** Thou fool, that which thou faweil is not quick- 
" ned except it die." As if he Ihould fay. Thou thai:^ 
makeil this objeiftipn dqik not consider what thou fayeil. 
Thou haft every .day in thy view the corn that thoufow* 
«i! : and the bread thou eateft, carries in it a wonder^ 
not much inferior to this whereof we treat. Yet because this 
is common, thou art blind, and doft ^ot obferve it : thf' 
com dies before it lives^. And now fafpo^ tho4 badft: 
never feea nor heard of any fucb thing, as that corn, qr 
any other feed caft into the ground in October, (hould 19 
Auguft following live again, .with an tncreaie of an huof 
dredfold; s^nd this were now told thee. Would not thy 
narrow reafon frame 4^ fame objeition, ** Haw ihall 1% 
" arife, and with what bqdy ? " And. wouldft thou no^: 
count the plownian mad that buries his corn, in expedar. 
tion of a reiurre^Uon of it in the next year? But n&w 
comm.on obfervation ^d experience hath tnade that crey* 
dible and. evident unto thee, and canft thou not, out of 
that experiem:e,' find an .argtimcnt to check thy owjfi 
infidelity in the point 4n hand ? What reafon canft tbo^. 
affign, that this grain of i:orn -fliould have fiieh a feed of 
jyfe in it, that thpugh the body, the grain in which it i& 
iaclofcd, diffolve ; jfit xhc energy of that vegetative prin- 
ciple, .can caufe a n^w ftalk, and attract a nourilhmen^ 
fuitabk unto it ? Oc what is that, feed of life' that is in it^ 
whence comes it ? Tell me if thou canil relblve ilf into anfr 
thing but th< mighty power aad word of the omnipotent 
God: and cannot the fame^pmnipotent recgmcik li& unt^ 
*hy corrupted body I 

But 
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But to come to the inftance itfelf, and to follow ft r 
thefe things are afTerted, and moft eza^y true in nature^ 
concerning this grain of com. 

Firft, That the grain of corn dies : " It is not quick- 
•* hed except it die." That is, the matter of k is cor- 
rupted, and there is a reparation between that matter of 
the grain, and that feed of life, ot vegetative principle 
that is in it. 

Secondly, That it is quickened ; viz. the fame things 
that dies is again quickened. The principle of life that 
hty as it were afleep in it, revives, refumes, and actra^s 
•f© much of the body of that gram as is ferviceable for it, 
to ierve this principle of life in its adt of life and growth. 
For it is moft evident, in ordinary experience, that vege- 
table principle j by the help of moifture, will draw out 
the fubftance of the grain, though it be not cad into the 
earth : fo that the very Kfc of the feed borrows as muc& 
x>f the grain of com talecure its new life, as b £t and ufe- 
ful for it, 

^ Thirdly, That that quickning cannot b*, tmlefs the* 
grain dies, viz.. So much as is taken in unto the new 
growtJi, ceafeth to be a grain of com, or indeed parcel 
of a grain of corn, but aflumcs a new fhape ; and yet ftiii 
it is the fame grain of com that died, and is no'w quick- 
ned : the fame vegetative principle that lay lurking and^ 
iecret in the grain of com before it grows^ and puts* 
itfelf forth in a^, and the fame fubdance that was- 
before a grain of com, it attraifhed and faflubned into^ 
tilie ftalk and ear, though it received an acce^n of in- 
oreafe, the vegetative principle that was m the grain oF 
com^ cannot put forth itfelf nrtoaifh, except there come^ 
Ibmething that muft bring a degree of corruption of the 
grain from what it was, and fit it to be ferviceable unto,. 
«nd attend the motion of this vegetative principle; viz; 
moifture which, eormpts the body of the grain. 
• FotMTthTy , That yet though this new produ<!tion be the 
feme vegetative principle, that lay unaflive* in the grain 
0f com, and the fame matter that was in the gram of 
com, attraSed UBto„ and accompanying this vegetative 
principle, yetit is net the lame that it was: not the fame 
ill external form and appearance ; it is one. (ingle grain. 
"When it ia fowsje md alter k is &wn« the hu& which 
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Ibrved to hicldfe^ and defend the vegetable matter ^ and 
vegetative form, rots, when it becomes ufelefs, but it 
rifeth in beauty; firft, a talk, then the ear, then flower: 
fo, though it be the fame individual matter, the fame t|i« 
dividual vegetative principle that it was before, yet it is 
altered in the appearance, in the beauty, in the advan* 
tage of increafe : before it was a grain, now it is a herb» 
including many grains^ 

Fifthly, Though it thus be aker'd (rem what it wa&, 
it is not alter'd fpecifically, but every ieed hath its ovm 
body ; the grain of barley bears a body of barley, and 
the grain of wheat a body of wheat. Thus the matter 
is the fame, the fpirit or individual form is the fame, the 
^ecies or kind is the fame, though the external appear- 
ance or fafhion of it differs from wharit was. 

Sixthly, 'And all this by the finger and power of God : 
God hath given ijt a body as it hath pleaied him, though 
as we before obferved, the progreis of the generation of. 
vegetables is for the moft part regular and uniform : and 
the fame being ordinary, and found by experience to be 
fb, it is made a matter of no wonder. The country 
man knows, that if his com be caft into the ground, and 
there be feafbnable mcnfture, it will the next fummer be- 
•come a crop, and fb it isspafl over as a matter of no mar- 
vel : we fee it fo every year : yet if we fhould exambc 
how or by what means there comes fuch a vegetable prin- 
ciple in a fmall inconfiderable grain of com, that all the 
men in the world cannot tell what it is, much lefs frame 
the like by all their power and fkiU : how it comes to paft 
that the fame will lye unaftive, and unmbving a year or 
two, or more, in tliat little body, -and yet when it hath 
the opportunity of moifture, thruft out itfelf: how it at- 
tradbs and draws the fubftance of the grain itfelf after it« 
to feed and ferve it : and when it hath aflimilated the 
whole to what it is, it attra^ from the earth iiipplies 
convenient forat, and afCmilates thefe fupplies to itfelf 
and its own nature, and carries them aJong to that 
action to which it is defigned. And how it comes to 

?afs, that in all this, it moves uniformly unto one end. 
irfl producetb the blade, then the ftalk, and when that 
hath flrength enough, to bear, and heighth enough to 
^d^fend, it fisods forth the ear } and till that «ar is proof 
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pigamft the cold* c2o(es it \^th a hulk : and in fliat ear the 
com fpecifical, according to its nature, the grain of wheat 
brings wheat, and the grain of barley" brings out barley, 
and their kinds are not confounded. And as the grain is 
iuitable ia kind to the feed', fo in the manner of its plac- 
ing upon the ftalk, and that in that exceHent order, botif 
for its owa converfatkm and ufc, that any alteration 
thereof would be to the difadvantage of it, and the ufen 
And all this (b certainly, cdnftantly, and univcrfaJly 
(without fome acd(dental impediment) and that without 
siny choice or underftanding of its own to difpoie it to 
what it is. Certainly, this raoft ordinary creature, which. 
iw«convcrfe with every day^ muflr needs drive us to ac- 
knowlege the almighty wifdom and power of God, to 
which alone, and to nothing elfe, we can refolv^ 
this ordinary, but wonderful prodti<ftfon : and to the 
virtue of that powerful word and commiffion of his, 
which hath continued in its ftrength, without any inter- 
nuflion, for above five thonfand years. Gen. i. 15. " Let 
** the earth bring forth grafs, and every herb yielding 
^* feed after his kind," 

■ Now, from this inftance, and t efemblance, the apoflle 
anfwers that curious inquifition, ** How fliall the dead \yt 
** raifed, and with what bodies fliall the^ arife?" j?or if 
it be well confidered, the great work of the refurredion 
hath many things in it very fuitable and parallel to this 
rcfemblance of this grain of corn, 

Firft, As the very fame ipirit of life, as I may call it 
which was in the grain of corn before it was fbwn, is that 
which animates and abates the herb that fprings out of 
rt, and by it; fo it is the very fame individual foul that 
fh all animate, and a^ftuate the body in the refunvd;ioju 
Here indeed is the pdds, the life br foul, as I may call it, 
6f the feed, is throwir with it into the ground, atnd is ne- 
ver feparated from it till it draw it with itV but the foul 
of man is feparated from the body ; the body fown in the 
earth, the foul referved in a place of blifs or mifery, ac- 
cording to it's condition, till rejoyned unto the body. 

Secondly, As when the feed is caft into the ground 
and dies, the vital flqwer in the feed attrad? the very fame 
fubftance of the grain, 'and carries it along with it into 
the ftalk and the ear: fo- the foul of man ihall agaiil' 
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5i.flrutne the very fame body, and be miited unto it in the re? 
jurrciftion. it is that very body that is ibwn in corruption, 
whkh Ihall rife in incorruption, Job m. 26. " Though af; 
*^ ter niy fkin, worms deftroy this body, yet in my flefli I 
** (hall fee God." The body deftroyed, yet the fame flefli 
ifliall fee God: my body deftroyed, yet my fleih (hall fee. 

^ por as the fame perfbns that ihall be fi ving at the fecond com- 
ing of Chrift^ (kail not die, but be changed, i Cor. xv. 17, 
That is, though there be an alteration of the qualities and 
'Condition of the body, yet the fubftance (hall remain ; fo in 
the re(urreftion, the bodies of them that fleep Ihall be the 
famfe, though doathed with glory and incorruption. The 
refurret^on of Lazarus, of the faints at Chrift'srefurredli- 
•on, of our Saviour; as they were pledges, fo they are in this 
refpedl:, patterns of our refurreftion: they were the fame 
"bodies re-animated with the fame fouls. It is true, the man- 
lier of this ftrange reduction of adiflblved creature, unto it- ' 
felf again, is too <lifficult for ut to apprehend; and *tis no 
wonder it (hould be fo : for we fee the tranfmutation of the 
lilkworm, and creatures of the like nature : that there are 
fuch changes of them it is plain; yet the reafon or caufc 
of it, the poor worm underftands not; nay, nor min, 
that is a fuperior creature, endued with underftanding^. 
Ordinarily, things that are without us, are more obvious 
to ';ur obfervation, or difquifition, than we ourfelves are 
to our own obfervation': and yet even in thefe tranflatioi\s 
t>f vegetables, and of the loweft degree of fenfible crea- 
tures, we muft ackttowlege the hand and power of IGod., 
and that is the laft refolution of our beft obfervation. 

But when we come to ourfelves, there. our dlfcoveries 
are more ImperfeA, becaufe the obfervation is more diffi- 
cult. All the knowlege^'e have of our own oi'iginal, is 
but by tradition from thofe that knew us born ; and by 

. obfervation that other men have the like original of their 
being. But t^e a child from his infancy, and let him 
receive an education eftranged from this tradition, he will 
jiot be able barely, from the ftrength of reafon, to know 
that his original wa« by the ordinary courfe of generati^ 
on. Again, when our experience and information teljs 
ns, ,that we came into the world by the courfe of natural 
generation; yet we are not able to fhape unto ourfelves 
a reafon, why, or how, a human creature is fo produced, 
Vo t. !• ^ T bu^ 
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but muft At down with Solomon the^wlfeft of men, and 
conclude, ** That we know not the way of the Spirit, nor 
•* how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with 
*• child," Eccl, ii. 5. And therefore thofe that have beea 
over-bold in fearching into that wonder of the generation 
of animals, tell us, it is not this, nor it is not that ; but 
what it is they cannot determine : or if ihey do, yet their 
determinations are fuch, as convince not of the truth of 
what they fay. Their hiftory, or narrative thereof, can 
^o no farther than their bare fenfe leads them ; and where 
that fails, either they are iilent, or guided by meer ima- 
gination. And certainly, if there be Jo much difficulty* 
and indeed impoflibllityj'to difcoverthe true cauie, or 
manner of the firft origiiiation of a man, of a worm, of 
a ftraw ; wherein we have the help of our fenfes \ obfer- 
vations of our own : and traditions of others : how then 
fliall we exped: to ftiapc unto ourlclves, a conception of the 
manner of the refurreftion, a new birth of tie body to 
what it was before ? And hence, Luke xx. 36. They are 
called " children of the refurre^ion.'* Therefore I fhall 
Tiot perplex myfelf with inquiring, how the pieces oi^ the 
body, diftraded into feveral places that have undergone 
millions of tranfmutations, fhall be brought together 
without violation of thofe fubftances to whom they have 
been united : or whether by fome fccret power of provi- 
dence, thofe par,ts of human flelh fhall not be fubjeft to a 
tranfmutation, or tranfition into another fubftance : or 
how that feparation ihall be wrought : or what parts of 
the body (hall be the iuHftance of the body in the refurr 
region. Tb^fe are matters that are unneceiTary, and 
fnould be left to the almighty power* of God. We know 
not-ihe things obvious to our fenfe, much lefs* thefe mat- 
ters that are referved in the cabinet of the council of the 
almighty, who knows all the works th^t be has made ; 
and the leaft duft is not eftranged from his diftinft know- 
lege. Only thus much we may and muft conclude with 
Job, as before, ** Though after my (kin, worms deftroy 
" this body, yet in my fk(h I (hall fee God.** 

Thirdly, To follow the compar'vfon ; *' It is not quick- 
" ncd except it die." And herein the comparifon falls 
fhort. For though thofe that die lliall be quickned, yet 
feme ihall be quickned that have not died. " We IhaU 
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»'.. not a:ll die, but we (hall all be changed, ver. 51.** We 
•* which are alive, and remain at the coining of our Lord, 
•* ihall not prevent them: that fleep,'v i ThelT. iv. 15, 17, 
At that fame inftant wherein t^e trumpet ftrall found, 
** The dea^d fhall hear the voice of God, and be raifed^ 
** and the living (hall be changed. 

Fourthly, That as in the growth of the grain^ though 
the fubftance retiahi, yet the- form or fkape is changed : 
fb in the refurredllon, •* That which wsis fown a* corru^- 
'* tible body, fhall be raifed in incorniption : fown in dil- 

honour, railed in glory : fown in weaknefs, raifed in 

power : ibwn a n.ii:ural body, raifed a fpiritual body,**" 
ver. 41, 42,-43. And therefore there are thcfc feverafi 
qualities of the body in the refurre(flion,. 

Firft,. IncorruptJon. 
• Secondly, Glory, orfplcador*. 

Thirdly, Sti*ength. 
-Fourthly, Sptritualitf. 

Firft, For incorruption ; it is true, by the ordinary 
couf fe of nature, whatfoever is fubjefl ^to generation, is- 
fubje<3 to corruption. But yet it is in the power of God 
*J^ g'*v^"it benig', to^prefeEVt: and' uphold that being uu- 
to everlafting. 

Thus are the angels incorruptible, not fimply and ab- 
folutely of their own nature ; but the wrli of God preferves 
that being, in their original conftitutFon. The heave ns^ 
and earth have a certain but long, coutinued duration ^ 
but ftiil it fs by the word, the power of God, 2 Pet. iii. 7. 
Thus the bodies of our firft parents in innocence, were- 
tjncapable of corruption, not in their owii nature, or by 
the innj^te qualities of their bodies, but by a continuei: 
si(5t of divine power and providence, fupplying the defedls 
and decays <^ nature, ?ind corre<5Hng the oppofites to its 
conliftence. And as it is the fame power that preferves- 
the times of particular men to an ordinary meafure of age; 
viz. fixty or eiglity years; fo-it was that which did pre- 
fervethe bodies of the antients before the flood, unto tea- 
times that age. As their breath was given unto thenij {q 
Jt was preferred in them, and is called^ from them, by the 
fame ii^finite power of God. Pfal. civ. 29. ** Thgu takeft 
** away their breath, they die and return to their dull." 
And as the providence and coiitiaual iaflueace of the di^- 
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vine will anti power, is that which maketh the {M »!»• 
mortal ; (6 the fame influence {hall in^ and after the re- 
jTnrredtion,. preferve the body and foul in a perpetual and 
incorruptible union and condition. And this condition of 
the refurrediion is common both to the good and bad : 
fhe bodies of the wicked are endued with incorruptibility^ 
that they may be fubjedls capable of an everlafling wrath : 
*' Their worm never dies, nor the fire never goes out," 
Mark ix. 44. '* The bead and the falfe prophet (hall be 
" tormented day and night for ever and ever," Rev^. xx^ 
10. And on the other fide, the ele<5l of God fhall be endu- 
ed with immortal and incorruptible bodies, that they may 
he fit fubjedts of an everlafting and incorruptible bleiTed* 
nefs : ** They {hall reign for ever and ever/* Rev. xxii. 5^ 
** So feall we be ever with the Lord," i ThcC iv..i7. 
" As. the inheritance is an incorruptible inheritance, that 
** fadeth not away," j ftt. i. 4, So the inheritors there- 
of are " incorruptible inheritors, born of an incorrupii- 
** bk feed," i Pet. i. 2^.. " Plants fixed in an uncorrup- 
** tible root, Chrift Jeius," John xv.. 6. " And becaufe 
*• ^at root liveth, we fhall live alfo," John xiv. 19, And 
hence it Ts, that this body vrbich is, and fhaU be the ta»- 
bernacle or houfe of the foul, is called a " building df 
*• God, a houfe not made with hands, but eternal in the. 
" heavens:" wherein mortality Ihall be fwallowed up o£ 
life, 2 Cor. v. i, 4. And indeed it is not confiftent with 
peifedl bleflednefs, to have the fubjecl thereof capable 6i 
corruption. The fear and expectation of a fecond diflb- 
lution, would mingle unhappinefs and forrow with the 
moft abfolute enjoynient of the highcft felicity, and a- 
bate it. 

The fecond quality of the body in the refurrc<aion, is 
glory and bes^uty. * *** It is fown in diihonour, it is raifed 
** in glory." And this is a privilege that belongs only to 
the members of Chrift Jefus, <* who Ihall change our vile 
" body, that it may be faihioned like unto his own glori- 
** ous body, according to the working whereby he is able 
«« to*fubdue all things unto himfelf," Philip, iii. 21. 
Thus as that converfation of Mofes,- with the eminent 
manifeftation of God*& prefence in the mount, did irtaprint 
a fplendor and glory upon the face of Mofes, fo that the 
Ifraelites were not able to behold him, Exod. ^xiv. 29^ 

^ So 



of CHRIST crucifod. - 22 r 

fc "We^ by virtue of our uniop with Chrift our gforlous'* 
Head, and by ** tlie intuition of his glory ^ (hall be chang- 
•* ed into the fame image, from glory to glory," 2 Cor.^^ 
iii. 18. And what Daniel ipeaking of the refurre<5tion». ^ 
faith, Ihali'be true*, even in the very bodies of the faints. 
Dan. xii. 3. " They that be wife fhall fhine as the firraa- 
** ment, and they that turn many to righteoufnefs, as ' 
*^* the ftars for ever and ever," Atid certainly we have 
good ground to think, that the bodies of the faints in the 
refurre<fHon fliali bear fome refembiaaice tathe transfigur- 
ed body of our Saviour, Matth; xvih 2-.* ** Whofe face 
" ftipne as the fun, and his raiment white as the light.'*' 
That as our Redeemer's body Ihines as the lun in his bright- 
nefs, fo the bodies of his faints Ihall fhine as the ilars, 
though one ftar exceed another in glory. And from hence 
is like wife infmuated, that though every body (hall have 
an afpedt of glory upon it, yet. according to the different 
degrees of grace in the foul, ^(hall be different degrees of 
glory in the body, for one ftar exccedetlr another in glo- 
ry: yet fuch (hall be the* beauty of alF, that in the lead: 
ftar there (hall be a fulnefs of glory : fo that one ftar (hall 
not envy, bat rejoice in another's glory^ And here will- 
be the glorioufe^ (ight in the world, to fee our Lord Jefu^- 
Chrift come in the clouds in his own glorified body, which» 
Ihall out-(hine the fun in ks higheft Itiftre,- , accompanied!^ 
with all the angels of heaven iit= their bigheft* drefs of^ 
glory and fplendor; to* attend 'their Lord in the greateft 
bufinefs that ever wasj or (hall' be; the judgment of the 
whole worlds Men and angels to ftc and hear, that, 
great, powerful, and folemn fummons of" allmoi that 
ever were, to their final judgment by the trumpet, and^ 
voice of an arch-angeh To fee the graves opening, and^ 
yielding up their dead*: and thofepoordefpifed faints' of- 
Chrift, thofe hidden ones^, tliat the world; when they 
were upon earth, knew not ; or, if they knew them^. 
knew them with fcoms; derifton and perfecotion: to fee 
thefe arife in glory and fplendor, as bright as the light, 
or as the angels, at the refurreftlon of our Lord', with as^ 
much beauty, grace, and glory, . as the omnipotence, 
and boundlels love of Chrift can put upon human crea- 
tures, whom he intends to make the beholders of hfs own* 
glory CO all eternity, Thofe, thus arrayed, and con- 
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da^d by tlie guidance of angels, into the preieAcc of 
that Chrift that died for them, and now reigncth and 
judgeth for them, brought unto thofe m'anfions, whiclk 
BOW, above fixteen hundred years fince, he went to hea- 
ven to provide for them. Certainly this appearance will 
be a moll glorious and ble^led appearance, . 

But on the other fide, though the refurredion is conoi- 

mon both to good and bad, yet the manner is different s 

for as ihame and confufion fhall be the portion of the 

wicked, from the time of the judgment, fa ihall it be 

from the time of the refurredlion. The fame diftemper, 

smd Ihanie, and adonifliment that (hall fall upon the wick* 

cd that ihall be living on the earth ; who (hall beg the 

rocks and mountains to cover them from the face of their 

^udgei ihall alfo attend thofe that fball rife to the judg-^ 

ment of condemnation^. Guilt and ihame, and adoniih* 

xnent and fear, and a pre-apprehenfion of their immi&ei^ 

jTidgment, a fecret Ibruggling againft that power that 

fhall draw them before their judge, all which cannot 

choofe but w^ork an impreflion of horror and ihame upon 

their very outward appearance. In fum, fuch ftalJ be 

the condition of the wicked in their refurredtion, as bcs^ 

comes the lace of a malefador drawn before his judge, a& 

of a traitor drawn before. his prince armed with po>A er and 

vengeance. And on the other fide, fuch as fhall be the 

•glory and external fplendor of the ele<a in that day, afr 

becomes the inheritors of a kingdom, an eternal kingdono,. 

.going tP their inilallation. And as our Saviour Tvas here 

in this world, in a very low and defpifed condition, and 

that condition, for the-moft part, befalling his members 

in this world : fo then at that day he fhall be cloatbed 

with all the glory and majefty that can be communicated 

to the view of men and. angels ; and thofe defpifed ones,^ 

that here were conformed to their Head, iniuffcrings and 

ihame, fhall then be cloathed with as much luftre and 

glory as can be laid on a human nature thus advanced in 

perfe<ftion : " When our Lord fliall come to be glorified 

. ** in his faints, and to be admired in all that beli^vcj^" 

2 ThefT. i. lO. that very imprefficMX of glory which this 

great King fhall lay upon his faints and followers, fhall 

be fuch, as becomes the members of fuch a Head ; the at- 

tendants, 
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tendants, nay frUnds, of fuch a PriDce; the i|poi^ of 
fuch a Hufband. 

. Thirdly, The next quality of the body in the rcfurrec- 
tion, islkengm. ** It is fown m weaknefs, itlsraifedsA 
*« in power :'* not only by, but in power. 
. The power of our Saviour's refurredion (hall commu- 
nicate a like power to the bodies of his f^nts, that they 
fiiall break the bonds of the grave, and of death itielf^^ 
{Ironger than the grave. And though the weight of the , 
whole earth could be laid upon it, yet it ihould make his 
way to meet his Saviour in the clouds. This ftrength 
fhall be common to the wicked and the juft, viz. To 
Creak; the chains of death : tjbx)ugh thefe enter through 
thofe chains into a fecond death, more hideous .than tihie 
former : but there is another power that ihall accompany 
the bodies of the jud in the refurredlion, viz. Agility^ 
avEtivity, fuch as Ihall be admirably fitted to the loco- mo- 
tive faculty of the foul. The body (Imll not be a clog, an 
impediment, or burden to the fi:>u], but exa6Uy fitted to 
all its motions. But this will appear more evidently ia 
the next quality: 

Fourthly, Spiritually. It is fown a natural body, it U 
raife^: a fpiritual body. Not a fplrit, but a fpiritual body^ . 
a body fpiritualized, or a body flripped of thofe, infirmi* 
jEies that now do attend our conftitution, and are incon* 
.fident with the bleiied and glorious condition which we' 
exped in that other life. And this fpirituality of the body 
imports. 

1 . A rarity of the liody : the body now is grofs, which 
is an impediment to the fpeedy traniition, or motion 
thereof from place to place: but in the refurre^on, the 
Jbody,. though it continue a body, yet it (hall be endued 

with rarity aud tenuity, whereby it ih ill not be impeded 
. in its motion, either by itfelf, or by the medium. And 

to this tends the exprefllon of the apodle, i Fhefl*. iv. 17.. 
"^*< We (hall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 

*' to meet the Lord in the air:" a motion hardly coniiftait 

with a body fo grofs as ours now is^ 

2. There fli-ill be no neceiHty of fupply, or fupport of 
our nature, with msat, drink, deep : but we ih ill be up- 
held in perfeft A^bfltlaacc, by the power of God, with- 
out any of thcie fupplics. That of ReVv^iu i^» ^ true, 

SIS 



$4 



2^4 0/ the Knowlege 

as well literally as myftfcally, •" They fliall hunger no* 
•* more, neither Ihall there be any more thirft." 
- 3, There ihall be no fickneis, or pain ; forthefe were* 
the frmrs.of fm. And as fin ihaU be no more, •* So therer 
•• Ihall he no niore curfe," Rev. xxir. j. 

4. As they ihall be delivered from thofe conditions 
now incident to human nature, lor the fupport of itlelf 
hi tndividuo', and iny^r/f, fo they ihall be void of thoie 
mclinatioQs of the ienfual appetite, that move towards 
thefe fupplics of human nature. And upon this account 
our Saviour wafhes off that great objeftion that the Sad-- 
ducees thought they had made againiV the refurredlon, 
Luke XX. 35. ** They marry riot, nor are given in 

marrrage, neither can they die any more, for they are 
equal unto the angels, and are the children of God,, 
being the children of the refurrecftion;'* Eating and' 
drinking, smd ileep, are the ordinary fupport of our na- 
tures here, while we arc in our journey: and marrying: 
and giving in marriage are ordinances appointed by God* 
for the propagation and prefervation of the kind : and ac- 
cordingly our natures here are endued with natural incli* 
nations towards thefe: but in our country, all thefe will 
be at an end, becaufe their ufe ceaieth. And upon the 
fame account alfo, thefe civil dependencies that are in 
this life for the maintenance of human fociety, will alfo • 
ceafe and be laid afide: there will be no fuperiority, or 
infiiriorityr or fubordination among the faints in heaven : 
i)ut. tliey ihall be all fubjedts unto one King, the great 
King of heaven and earth. 

5 . Th'fey ihall be delivered at leaftfrom the a^ial uic or 
exercile of all thofe affeftrons or paiJions that import any 
dtft&. or abfence of a pcrfe£b felicity. There IhaJl be no 
hope; for hopefhall be fwallowc^^up in enjoyment. No 
fear ; for their felicity is bottomed upon the unchangeable • 
decree of almighty God. No forrow; for all tears ihuU- 
be wiped away. No anger; for there iliall not, cannot 
be any occafion thereof. And indeed, all the affeftioiis" 
of the foul Ihall be as it were turned into love and joy : 
for there ihall not be any objeft for any of the reft of the 
affciflions. But thele ihall never fail, becaufe their Ob- 

je<5l fhall ever continue : a continual iight of the perfection, 
glory, goodncis, excellence, and love of God, drawing 

out 
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«fitt our love; and conticM^^ enjoymont <^ the prdeace, 
goodnefs and favour of God, filling us with joy. 

While we live in our houfes of clay, the very temper 
and difpofition of our blood and conllttuttos, create in us 
a difpofition to certain paeons, various, according to the 
variety of our natiiral conftitutions ; melancholy, to fad- 
nefs ; fanguin, to levity and nxirth : fl?gni> to fluggin>- 
Befs ; cholor, to anger. And thefe agam, according as 
they are mixed, produce feveral middle or compounded 
pailionsj, which are not fo much the affciftions of the 
mind« as afFedions of the body afieding the mind. And 
hence it is, that without any excitation from atn external 
objedt, tjlie very conftitution of the body carries itfelf and 
the mind into thefe paffions and diftempers. But in that 
day all thoie ihall be cured. Theie complexions of the 
^ody are incident to our earthly tabernacles^ but not to 
that body wherewith we fhall be doathed in that day : 
which ihall be a body not injimous to the mind, but tjr 
a<5lly and admirably ierviceable to it> in the higheft per- 
fe<5tion that it is capable of. 

And thus we have confider*d the apo(^le'$ aafw^r to 
the queflion de modo^ as it refers to the thing itfelf. But 
there is yet fbmewhat farther ia the queftion. *< How 
V fhall it arife ?*' How, or by what means fiiaU it arife, 
or thus arife ? That a poor rotten carcafs, pulled down 
into the grave by a thoufand diftempers, and there cover- 
ed with earth, to hide its deformity, corruption and filthi- 
nefs : how (hall fuch a body, that at the bell is but a cor- 
ruptible thing, and in death corrupted, arife with fomudi 
perfection, beauty, excellence ? To this the apoftle give* 
liis,anfwer, by that which is flill obvious to the view of a 
poatural man. And wherein he mud necedarily fee thfii 
power of God, and a power no lefs than in this of the re- 
furredbion, ver. 37. ** That which thou foweft, thott 
'• fbweft not that body th^t fhall be;** as if he Ihould 
thus fay ; The grain that thou foweft, though it fend up. 
itfelf into that which thou afler reapeft, differs very much 
from that it was before^ in beauty, quantity, and other^ 
advantages. Thou feeft the power of the great Creator 
that gives a. kind of refurrei5lion to .this corn, gives^it alio 
another kind of fhape and abearance d^aa what it has iti 
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the grain : for ** God giveth it a body as it hath pleajeS 
" him." 

Again, .look upon the cartii and heavens ; ** the gloiy 
•• oi the heavenly bodies is one, that of the earthly 
•* bodies another.** Again, look upon the earthly bo- 
dies, they have great variety in them, though they own 
the fame^eommon earth for their ground-\^ork or mar* 
ter. Look alfo upon the cekdial bodies,, vfho, though 
they confift probably of the fame matter, yet they have 
a diverfity of beauty, glory, and luftre upon them; 
•* thcFc is one glory of the fun, another of the moon,. 
** another of the ftars." Nay, even in the very ftars- 
thenifelves, fixed in the fame fphere, we fee •* one ftar 
" exceeding another in glory." And whence comes this 
variety of the glory of the creatures, that it may be were: 
taken out of the fame matter ; or if not, yet all their 
matter taken out of the fame nothing: but onJy the yiiH 
and power of the great Lord of all things : he that by 
his almighty word, called the matter and mafs of all 
things out of nothing, can, with the fame, and in re^ 
fyt^ U> the. r.^ture of the things with, much «iore eaie* 
recal ibmething to what it was before. And he that ouC 
of the fame common mafs, or matter, could frame feve- 
Fal things, and drefs them with differing glory, one far 
excelling another ; , the fame almighty Cod can, with the- 
iameeaie, drefs up that corruptible corrupted piece, thy 
body, after it hath lain many thoufand years rotting in 
the duft, in a beauty and glory equal to that of the fun^ 
'Had it been poffible,. before thou wert, to-have feen that 
little mafs of red earth, which* thy Maker- took, and opt 
of it formed thy firft parent. And hadft |een hipa when 
this rude material came out of God^s hands, formed into 
that ex<:ellent fabrick, and dreffed with- that excellent 
glory that Adam had m paradife; thou wpaldil have 
feen a progrefs of no lefs difficulty than that we now 
^eak of. And therefore look upon the creatures, and 
^onlider their original, thou wilt anfwer thyielf in thy 
obje^ions againil a refurredlion, and fuch a refurredti* 
on as this we have declared. 

Now this refurre€lion of the body is common to the 
juft and unjuft. For fo we are taught in the Old Tefta:- 
inent, EcclcC xii. 14. **• God ihali brbg every work inta 
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*•* judgment, with every fecrct thing, whether it be good, 
** or whether it be cvil.V And fo we are taught in the 
New Teftament, 2 Cor, v. 10. " We mull all appear 
before the judgment-feat of Chrift, that every one 
may receive the things done in the body, according to 
•* that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." The 
great Judge of heaven and earth refpits bis diftributive 
juftice, and it doth not here £0 clearly appear : ** There 
^ arejuHmen, to whom it happeneth according to the work 
** of the wicked," and e converf)^ Eccl. viiL 14. But there 
will come a day of the manifellation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God, in which day he will have the glory of his; 
perfed juftice. And as the purity, juftice and glory of God 
includes the neceflity of a judgment, io the neceflity of that 
judgment requires the appearance of the perfons to receive 
that judgment. And becaufe all perfons that ever were 
or (hall be, are fubjed to a rule of juftice, and righte- 
oufhefs, given by the great Lord of all things, therefore 
all perfons Ihall come under the fcrutiny, fearch, and de-? 
termination of that judgment. And becaufe ther whole man 
was the fobjed of that law, therefore the whole man fhatl 
be judged by it : and fo there is a neceflity of a refurreci- 
tion as well of the juft as unjuft, that they may, in the 
compleatnefs of their conftitution, receive thieir reward 
or.punilhment, according to what they have done in the 
fl^fli. We will therefore confiider wherein the member^ 
x)f Chrift, and thofe that are not, do agree and differ, in 
relation to the ref^rre<5tion : and they agree in this, 

1. That there (hall be a refurre(5Uon both of the one 
^md of the other, 

2. That in the refurredioa the bodies of both fhall be 
fpiritualized. 

The prefent conftitution of our bodies are fuch, that . 
they are unable to bear that meafure of joy, comfort, 
-and glory, that (hall belong to the bleffed ; and that 
meafure of vengeance and torment^ that is the portion of 
the curfed. Therefore, as to the one, there fhall be 
^iven a body, able to bear the weight of glory, ftiled by 
the apoftle, ** An.exceeding and eternal weight of glory,*' 
2 Cor. iv. 17. So to the others there (hall be given a 
body, though exquiiitely fenfible of the burden of the ' 
ivrath of God, and of that fire that never goeth out, yet 

not 
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not confatned by it. As flcfh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God ; {o neither can flcfh and blood, ux 
t3ic prcfcnt conftitution thereof, dwell with thofe evcr- 
lafting burnings prepared for the wicked. 

3. Confequently die bodies as well of the bleffed, as of 
the curied fouls, ihaH be endued with incorruption and 
immortality ; tboie, that they may to all eternity enjoy 
ble^ednefs and glory; thefe, that to all eternity, they 
may fufferthe vengeance, fury and wralK of God. 

The immortality and ineomiption of the bodies of the 
feints is their privilege, that renders them capable of an 
cverlafting fruition of the prefencc and favour of God, 
The immortality and incorruption of the bodies of the 
wicked is the addition of their mifery : they fhall ever-p 
lafting^y be, that they may everlaftrngly be wretched ; 
and ib continue for ever the monuments of the righteous 
judgment of the glorious and eternal God. 

Now, though they thus far iagree, yet the refurredHori 
of the jufl and unjuft diflPer as folio weth. 

Firft, In the caufe: for though it Is true, that the 
t-efurrcdtion of both is by the power of God, yet the 
manner of the execution of this power ts differing. For 
the members of Chrift Jefus fhall ariie, by virtue of their 
union with their Head, by a kind of fecret and fweet 
fympathy with him whais their life, and their life hid 
in him, John vi. J7. " He that eateth me, even he fhall 
** live by me, John xi. 25. I am the refurredtion and the 
** life : he that believeth in me, though hp were dead, 
*« yet fhall he live." John riv. 19. " Becaufe I live ye 
** fhall live alfo." , And hence it is that our Lord Jefus 
doth fb frequently own the refurrcdioo of his, as his 
own fpecial and difcriminative work. John vi. 44, 54. 
•« I will raife him. up at the laft day." Matth. ixiv. gi* 
*« And he fhall fend his angels, and they fhall gather hiis 
" eleift." Philip, ii. 21. " Chrift Ihall change our vile 
** bodies,** Sec. And this ftandsupon this ground of our 
union with Chrifl our Head, and in our Head is our life 
hid. Chrift our Head is hid, and confequently our life 
is hid ! •• and when our Head fliall appear, our life fliall 
** appear,*' Col. 111. 3, 4. So that a man may fay, ThaJt 
the refurre(ftion of the juft, is, as it were, a fruit, a con- 
fequent of the rcfurredlioa of our Lord : and therefore 

he 
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^e is called, ** TJie firft-born from the dead," Col. i. 18. 
,And the refurre(ftion of the juft attributed ro his refur- 
redlion, as the virtual and immediate caufe thereof: and 
fiich as being granted, doth, by way of confequence», 
infer, and as it were neceffitate the effect. Rom. vi. 5. 
** If we be planted in the Hkenefs of his death, we (hall 
** be aifo in the likenefs of his refurredion: " i Cor. 
«v. 12. ** If Chrift be rifen, how fay fome that there 
•'*is no refurre^ion from the dead ?" i TheC iv, 14. 

If we believe that Jefus died and rofe again; even 

fo them alfo which fleep in Jefus will God bring with 
** him;" the refurredion of the members of Chrift, 
though fubfequent to his, in order of time, yet in con- 
■fideration of nature, is a kind of neceflary concon^itant 
of the refurredtion of Chrift. And, upon the fame ac- 
<:ount, as our Lord Chrift's body could not be longer 
detained under the power of death, than the determina- 
tive time of three days, becaufe the debt which he un- 
dertook was paid ; fo that ** it was not podible he fhould 
** be holden of it," A<as ii, 24. So Chrift having paid the 
- debt of his ekfb, and thereby abolllhed death, the wages 
of that debt, 2 Tim. i. 10. There is the like necefllty of 
the refurre(5tion of the members of Chrift : it is not poffi- 
ble they can be detained under the natural death, unto 
everlafting, no more than it was for our Lord Chrift, 
** And this is that vicflory which God hath given us over 
** death by Clmft," i Cor. xv. 57. So, then the refut- 
redlion of the righteous, though originally and funda- 
mentally it be to be attributed to the power of God, yet 
•immediately is to be attributed unto our Lord Chrift, 

Firft, As a fruit, a concomitant, or necelTary conft- 
qucnt of his refurredion, who is our Head, and in whom 
our life is hid. 

Secondly, As a fruit and confequent of his fatisfa^fition, 
.by whom our debt is paid, and fo this retentive pDwer of 
death aboliihed. 

And hence it is, that as by the power of the Spirit of 
Chrift, working us to our iirft reilirre<5tion, we are made 
a willing people in that day of his power : fo in our mo- 
tion towards this fecond refurredjion, we move to it wil- 
lingly : and as all things in natare reach out after their 
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perfe^on, and prefs towards It ; fb the meinbers 6f 
Chritt reacji out after the rcfurredlion of their bodies, 
as to that wherein , or immediately upon which, thetr 
pcrfeftion and bleffednefs confifts, Rora. viii. •23. *• Wait- 
'* iag for the adoption^ to wit, the redemption of oca* 
«« bodies." Philip, iii. 11. "By any means to attain to 
*' the reiurredion of the dead.** And hence it is, that 
the bodies of the blelTed in the refurredtion, (hall moil 
willingly, and in a manner, naturally, move to the pre- 
fence of Chrili, as the eagle doth to his prey, Luke.rvii. 
17. << Where the carcale is, thither will the eagles be 
*• gathered together.** 

But in the refurredlion of the unjufl it (hall be other- 
^ ife : the almighty and unrefiftible power of God (hall 
gather them from their graves. The grave, as the mi- ^ 
nider of God, (hall deliver up thoie that ihe hath in her 
cullody, Ifa. xxvi. 19. «• The earth Ihall caft out the 
•* dead." Rev, «. 13. •« Death and hell delivered up 
•• the dead which were in them.** Such as,there are de- 
tamed under the cufl:ody of death until the judgment ; 
and then, whether, they will or no, they are delivered up: • 
and as ioon as they are out of the cultody of the grave, 
by the refurrci^ion, and upon the voice of that powerful 
trumpet that ihall fummon them, they are immediately 
conduced by the power of God, unto the prefence of 
their Judge, And though they have within them a fe- 
cret reludance, and oppofitioo againU it, fo that they 
*• \s ifti the rocks and mountains to cover them j'* yet all is 
in vain: go they muft. Rev. vi. 16. 

And this is the firft difference: the eledl in Chriil riie 
by virtue of a fecret iympathy with their Saviour,^ and 
therefore do willingly and earncftly move to it ;'Hbc 
wicked are raifed by the irrefiftible power of God, and 
are unwillingly draw into the prefence of their Judge, 

The fccond difference is in the manner of their re* 
furredtion : the bodies of the faints of God (hall in the 
refuxTeiSion, " be faihioned like the glorious body of the 
** Son of God,** Philip, iii. 21." Bear the image of the 
** heavenly/* i Cor. xv. 4 9. Their countenances filled with 
joy and aflurance, being now to approach to their happi- 
nefs, the angels fhall be their convoy and attendance un- 
|30 the prelence of Chrift their Saviour, and ihall with all 
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ftireetneft and chearfulhefs perform that office unto the: 
Hieaneil ferv^t of Chrift. Ou the other fide, the wick- 
^ fhalj arifc with {bame, fear, confufion and aftoniih- 
ment in their countenances, upon the confcience of their 
former (ins, and the pre-apprehenfion of their iniminent 
mifer j : and in that condition ihall be drawn before the 
judgment-featof Chrrft, whom, in this world, they con- 
temned and perfecuted. 

Thus far have we confid'ered the refurredtion In the- 
fubjedt : fomewhat is alfo (hown unto us in the fcriptures^ 
concerning the adjun^ of it. And therein, 

J. The time. 

.II. The c<MacomitantSv 

in. The confequents. 

1. For the time : and therem thus wc^may fay ; 

. 1 . That there is a determinate time, or day, wherein/ 
this Ihall be, Adh xvii. g i . "He hath appointed a day 
•* wherein he will judge the world in fighteoufnefs." The 
day of judgment, and the day of the refurreftion unto 
judgment, is the fame day, 

2. That though this day be fixed in the determinate 
counfe] of God ; yet it is not difcovered fo much as tO: 
the angels. Matth, i^xtv. 36. " Of that day and hour 
" knowcth ho man, no not the angels of heaven, but ^ 
♦• my Father only," And furely the certainty of the time 
of the judgment is concealed from mankind much to our 
advantage. 

Ftrft, Tor keep us always watchful : this is the ufe our 
Saviour teacheth us, Matth. xxiv. 42, 25, 13. ** Watch 
•* therefore,, for ye know not what hour the Lord doth^ 
« come." 

Secondly, To keep us always m hope of the coming of 
our Lord, and a comfortable cxpe<aation of it, -Tit, ii, 
13. •* Looking for that blcfled hope, and the glorious 
** appearing of. the great God and our Saviour Jefus 
** Chrift. I Pet. ii. 12. " Looking for, and hading unto 
f* the coming of the day of hod. Certainly it is a blef- 
fed ignorance, if it caufe an improvement of thefc graces- 
m us ; for they are the improvements of our future glory.. 

Thirdly, That tht>ugh our Saviour Chrift promifeth- 
aipeedy coming to judgment in many places, and feems 
^'diredl'his Ipeeches in many places, as if thofe verji; 
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perfons to wKom he fpake, (hould be the perfons iii whoif 
time this day (hould come : yet we muft know, that that 
was in no fort intended by our Saviour : but he fpake to 
them, and in them to all perfons of all ages of the 
church, Mark xiii* ult. ** What I fay unto you, I fay 
** tJntb all. Watch," For it is not reafonable, orjuft,. 
to think, that when our Saviour brought life and immo- 
tality to light ; difcovered unto mankind the mercy and 
council of God, whereby there was a greater means of 
converting many unto him; when, as I may fay, the 
great Maker of ialvation was, as it were, but begun ia 
the world, that prefently the door fliould be ftiut up t 
God almighty was, as it were, preparing the world four 
thoufand years for the great Prophet and Saviour of the 
world; arid it were not reafonable to think, he Ihould 
ciofe up all prefently upon his coming. And as thi* - 
could not reafonably be conceived, Xo, in truth, almighty 
Ccd, in the prophifics of the Old Tcftament,, exprefly 
jubliiheth the contrary. He expc^cd a greater harveft„ 
both of Jews and Gentiles, after the coming of Chrift,. 
than was come in before. And it is plain, our Saviour 
himfelf frequently intimateth, and in exprefs terms de- 
clares,. That many things of moment muft firft come to 
pafs before the end, which would require many ages to 
bring to pafs: as namely, ** The preaching of the gofpel 
** among all nations," Mark xiii. 10. ** The fulfilling 
«< of the times of the Gentiles," Luke xxi. 24. And 
therefore, when upon the mifnpplication, or mifappre- 
henfion of our Saviour in the apoftles time, there 
did arife fcofiers, faying, •* Where Is the promife of 
<* his coming, 2 Pet. iii. 4. The. apoftle, firft . fettles 
our judgmcntr " That a thoufand years with the Lord 
•* is as one day," and e converfo. And truly if it be 
rightly confidered, we millake ourfelves in the mcafure 
of time : for though, by piecing one age to another, 
we have made up fixteen hundred years fince our Sa- 
viour's time, yet, in truth, to every man it is but his 
own age. Though between my death and my judg- 
ment, a thoufand years ftiould incur, yet there will 
feem little _or no interval to my foul wliofe duration 
will be of another nature, than it is here in conipofeto^ 
Secondly, He renders the reafcn ; bccaufe God is not 
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billing that any (hould perifh. There are a number of 
men, that in the courfe of his providence fliall yet be 
born, who are of the number of his eleft, who fliall in- 
large his kingdom; and therefore h^ will not intercept 
his own glory, with an untimely cutting oflF of mankind. 
As almighty God hath appointed the . ages of men^ 
wherein, without an> untimely death,, they are, as it 
were, ripe, and come into the grave, like a ihock of 
com in- its feafon : fohe hath appointed an age to the- 
worid, a time when the number of his eled b fulfilled, 
when the harveft of the world is ripe ; and then, and 
not till then, *< ihall the angel put in his fickle,'* Rev. 
xiv. 15.. 

Fourthly; That though the certain prefixed time of* 
the lad day is unknown 'Unto us ; yet fo much is known- 
Hnto us, that fome of the fore-ruimers thereof are nor 
pad \- fome are paft'. Of thofe that are already pad, we 
uaay reckon thefe : 

1, " Falfe chrifts.** Matth xxiv. 5, 25, 24. And fuch- 
have been in. former times, fmce the afcenfton of our^ 
Saviour, as appears by ecckfiaftical hiiloiies-: and fuch- 
liiive been even in our own times, and poffibly may be.' 
hereafter, Therefore, though this be. paii, in part, yet,, 
it may be; not perfedfly paft. 

2. The deftrudion of Jerufalem fully, and tactile ut-^ 
moft. 

Some are fuch,^ though they be partly pafti yet they- 
are not perfedly fulfilled^ but have a kind of progrefs^, 
or continuation ; fuch. are many oL thofe figns prcdi<5led^ 
• by our Saviour. 

Firft, " Wars, and rumours of wars," Matth: xxiv. 6.- 

Secondly, Perfecution of true Chriillans ; though e- 
minently begun fhortly after- our Saviour's time; iu the 
ten perfeGutions ; yet continued in the Roman . and Tur- 
kifh (late, Matth. xxiv. 9. 

Thirdly, A great defedHoa and ial ling away from the 
truth, Matth. xxiv, j2..** The love of many Oiall wax 
«« cold," 2 Thcff. ii. 3. "That day fh all not come, ex- 
*^ ccpt tl)ere come a falling away firft** And thou ;?h' 
m all the progrefs of the gofpel, it hatb been attended' 
with an apoftacy, as appears in the Afian churches, and 
in the Romilh church, and is to be feaied in thofe. cbarclies- 
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that now are, or lately have been famobs ; the light of 
the gofpel travelling ftill weftward, and fuperftition, Ma- 
homctanifni, and Paganifm ftill following it : yet, doubt- 
Jefs, before that great day, there ihall be a great and vi- 
fible apoftacy, more than before, 2 Pet. iii. 4. ** In the 
*f laft days Ihall come fcofFerS, walking after their ovnt 
" Infts, faying. Where is the promife of his coming?" 
The dcfedtion fhall be fo great, that, <* at the coming of 
•* our Lord, he fhall fcarce find faith upon the earth." 
A kind of univerfal fupiiienefs and athelfm (hall overfpread 
the face of the world, as it did before the flood, Matth. 
xxiv. 56. 

Fourthly, The revealing the man of fin, *' the fbn of 
'* perdition,*' 2 Theff. ii. 3. 

Fifthly, The univerfal promulgation of the gofpel to 
the Gentiles, Matth. xxiv. J14. ** And this gofpel thall be 
** preached in all the world, for a witnefs unto all na- 
** tions, and then (hall the end come." Mark xiii; io» 
" And the gofpel muft firft be pubfilhed among all nati- 
** ons." And this hath been in part fulfilled in the 
preaching of the apoftles and fathers : fo that the found 
thereof hath gone through moft places of the known 
world, Afia, Europe, and Africa. Audit is now travel- 
ling into America, by the means of feveral new plantati- 
ons of late times there. 

Thei^ remain yet certain other preparatories and pro- 
phecies, that are not yet elFe6led, but veft in expeftation : 
fuch are, 

I . The fulftlling of the times of the Gentries^ and the 
converfion of the Jews to the fajth of Chrift. This, as it 
h a thing often prophefied in the Old Teftament, fo moft 
plainly foretold in the New. Luke xxi. 24. ** Jerufalem 
<« fhall be troden down of the Gentiles, until the times of 
<< the Gentiles be fulfilled, Rom. xi. 2^. ** I would not 
*' have you ignorant of this myftery, that blindnefs is in 
« part happened unto Ifrael, until the fulneft of the Gen- 
*« tiles be come in. And fo all Ifrael Ihallbe faved." 
For the fpace of above two thoufand years, the church 
and houfliold of God were confined to the feed of Abra- 
ham, and the rfeft of the world were ftrangers unto God 
and his covenant. Since the coming of our Saviour, they 
have been fcattered, and borne that curfc which their fore- 
fathers 
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fethers bbutid, as much as in them lies, ** upon themfelves 
*• and their pofterity,'* Matth. xxvii. 25. Or the greateft 
part of them have fuffered a longer exile from the prefence 
of God, from their fir ft captivity under the Aflyrian. And 
fince that rejeftion of the Jews, under the times of Vef- 
pafian, the whole world hath been called into the feHow- 
ihip of that covenant, and the Jews fit under hardnefs. 
Thus, like Gideon's fleece. Judges vi, 36, in the firft age 
of the world, they alone had the dew of the blefling of 
God upon them, when the world round about was dry and 
barren ; and fince the crucifying of Chrift, the whole 
world is filled with that dew, and the Jewifh nntion dry. 
But we expcifl the manifeftation of the mercy and truth of 
God, that tvhen he Ihall have gathered and fulfilled the 
number of the eledl out of the multitude of tJie Gentiles,* 
he will talie off that veil of 'blindnefs, ^nd hardnefs, from 
the hearts of that people, which were fometime his own ; 
and that in fo eminent'and notable a manner, that it ihall 
be confptcuous to the whole world; And it feems to be a 
great evidence of the jjrovidence and truth of God, as 
well in their difperfion, as in their future calling, that 
though they are fown in the world, in feveral places, yet 
their perfons and families are dlftin^bly known, both to 
themfelves and other^ that fo the truth of thofe prophe- 
cies, and curie of dtffipation of thena, miy be legible to 
all nations, and that their converfion, and re-gathering, 
in due time, may be vifible and apparent. 

'2. The confumption and abolition of that mtjn of fin, 
ft^led, « The fori of perdition," 2 Theff. ii. *« B.ibylon the 
great," Rev. xviii. " Sodom and Egypt," Rev. xi. 8. 
T*he great whore that fitteth upon niany waters : my- 
ftery, Babylon the great i the mother of harlots, and a- 
bomination of the earth," Rev. xvii. y. *< In whom 
'* was found the blood of the faints, and of all that 
*' were flain upon the earth," Rev. xviii. 24. 

3. Some eminent, rerfiarkable, and terrible concuflion, 
even of the powers of heaven, which (hill caufe afionifii- 
ftient and confternation in the hearts of men : fignified by 
our Saviour intho'e exprellions, Matth. xxv. 29. Matth. 
Xnx, 24. ** The fun and moon darkned, and the ftars fal- 
** lin?3^, and the powers of heaven fhaken," Lukexxi. 25. 
■* Diftrefs of nations, perplexity, mens heart J failing them 
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%•* for fear, for the powers of heaven (hall be (Kaltcife*^ 
And yet, whicK is wonderful, fuch Qiall be the ilrangcp 
defedion that fkiU f<tH upon the generality of niankiadr- 
that tliey ihaii not ib much as fufpe<5l the coining, of par 
Lord, till they fee hirth in the clouds. *< For as a foar^ 
** fhali it come on all them that dwell oo-^the <&ce of tbc; 
** earth,'* Luke xxi, 35;. 
' U. The concomitants of the refurreAloQv 
Firft, The appearance of Chrift perfonaUy in the air^ 
with infinite glory and majefty, Matth. »xiv, 30. Luke- 
xxi. 27. Mark ziii. 26. All the angels of heaven attending; 
upon him, Matth. xxv. ^t. And as their and our Lordr 
fhall vifibly appear in the greatefl glory that can be con- 
ceived, fo doubtlefs the, angels, his royal attendants, (haU? 
pat on their beft drefs of glory, confpicuous unto the very 
icnfe ; and the fenfe of the beholders ihall be fo^dvanced^ 
as once Eliiha's fervants were, 2 Kings vr, 1 7. That they: 
fhall behold the glory of thofcLpnre and incorporeal crea- 
tures attending the throne of our Saviour in the clouds.. 
. Secondly,. A majeltical and loud fummons, ^y the voices 
<^ an arch-ang^l, at the command. of Ghriil, fammoniag- 
• all that ever were to their refurre(5lion. A^ at this pow- 
erful' fummons > the graves ihall yield up their dead, Matth.. 
xxiv, 3,1. *' He fhall fend his angels with the great found- 
of a trtMnpet, and they (hall gather together his eledt 
from the four winds,'* i Cor. xv. 52. " For the trum- 
pet (hall foand, an^ the dead fhall be riaifed incorrup- 
tible, and we IhaU be changed,'* 2 Theff. iv. 16. " For 
** the Lord himOalf ihall defcend from heaven with a fhout, 
*• v/ith the voice of an arch-angel, with the trump of 
«* God, and the dead in Chrift (hall rife firft." And thus, 
as when God almighty appear'd from heaven at the giving^ 
of the law, to augment the terriblenefsj majefty, and fb- 
icmnity of that day, there was not only a vifible difcovc- 
ry of the pre fence of God in that great and terrible fire 
unto the mid ft of heaven, Deut. iv. 12. But there was 
the ** terrible found of a trumpet, that founded long^ 
^* and waxed louder and louder," Exodxix. 19. " That 
** (hook the very mountain," Exod xix 18, ** And amaz- 
** ed and terrified the hearers," Heb. xii. 19. So in- that- 
great day, to add to thtf mijefty and terriblenefs thereof, 
there ihall be not only objeds of glory and amazement 
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tmto tKe eye, hot a powerful voice that fhall be heard 
from one end of heaven to the other, fuxnmoning all ta 
judgment, . 

Thirdly, A miffion of the holy angels, to receive the 
cledl from the womb of the grave, and to conducb them 
unto the prefence of Chrift their Redeemer. Matth. xxiv. 
31. ** They ftiall gather together the eleft from the four 
** winds, from one end of heaven unto the other." Thus 
the pure and glorious angels glory in. this office, to be 
*• miniftring ipirits for them who Ihall be heirs of falva- 
**-tion.** Hab. i. 14. Minirtring for them in their jnfan-. 
cy, when they are not able to help themfelves. Matth. 
'xviii. 10. " Their angels beholdrthefaceof my Father.*' 
Miniftring for them in their fufferings, as they did to Pe- 
ter and ^ul. JXfintdering ^r them in their death, and 
watching the expiring of their fouls, to condud them 
to a place of reft, as they did for Lazarus, Lukexvi. 22, 
And miniftring for them in their reiurredion, Xo €on« 
du^ them to the prefcncc of their Saviour. 

Fourthly, An immediate change of all the perforn thar 
£hall be then living upon the face of the earth, equivalent 
to a refurre^ion ; in an inftant feparacing from them all 
thofe*CQrruptibic qualkis* that attend our houfes of clay, 
1 Cor, XV. 52. " The dead fhall be raifed, and we Ihall:. 
*^' be changed," And it fhould feem by the apoftle, that 
the refurre<5tion fhall go before that change, at leaft in 
fbme fraall diftance, or portion of time, 2 Theff, iv. 1 6, 
17. ** And the dead in Ghrift ihall rife firft, then we 
' ** which are alive and remain, Ihall be caught up toge- 
** ther with them." 

Ill, The confequents of tfite refurredlion are princi- 

, pafly thefe; 

1. A diflblution of the prefent frame of the world, at 
leaft in t*efpe<ft of the prefent conftitutio^ of it. 2 Pet. iii. 
10. *' The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
^* night, wherein the heavens fhall pafs away with a great 
'-' noife : the elements ihall melt with fervent heat : the 
** earth, alfo, and the works that are therein, ihall be 
*' up," 

2 . The laft judgment : and this talces in the third ge- 
xteral confideratioa of the fiate of the foul-and body in the 
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l^ judgment. And therefore we fhall confidbr it diftmdl:- 
Vfr 

Firft, The Judge. 

Secoadly, The perfons to be judged. 
Thirdly, The rule by which they fhall be judged. 
Fourthly, The judgment. 
Fifth^y, The execution of the judgment.. 
Flrft, Touching the Judge; it ftall b« Chrift Jefusy 
our Mediator, God and man in one perfon, Matth. x»v. 
31. " When the Son of man IhaU come in his gk>ry, and 
all the holy angels with bim, then (hall Jie fit upon the 
throne of his glory : and before him ihall be gathered 
all nations.'* 2 Cor. v. 10. ** For we muft all appear 
before the judgment- feat of Chrift, that every one may 
receive the things done in his body,'* &c. 2 Thefl'. i. 7., 
When our Lord Jefus £li'all be reveale'd A'om hea.ven» 
with his mighty angels in flaming fire." True it b„ 
that the authoritative judgment is the Father's, but he 
hach committed the execution^ or adminiftration of thil. 
great tribunal to the Son. Hence our Saviour faith, Joha- 
V. 22, 27. ** The Father hath committed all judgment ta 
•* the Son." AQs xvii. 31. " He hath appointed a day 
** in the which he wilt judge the world by the Man yjhom 
" he hath ordained." And hence it feems to be, that 
Dan. vii. 9, 13. «« The ancient of days did fit, and his^ 
throne was like the fiery flame, and thoufand thoofands^ 
miniftred unto hin>. And the judgment was-fet, and 
the books were opened." In the 13th verfe, *< One 
like the Son of man came to the ancient of days, and- 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a- 
kingdom." The former importing the original, or 
foundation of the authority, or the preparation of the 
throne in the heavens: the latter, the delegation and ac- 
tual adminiftration of the judgment. For it is plain that; 
the a6hial and vifible exercife of that power (hall be in 
our Saviour. Matth. xxv. 34. ** Then fh$^ the King 
•« fay, Come ye bkfled of my Father." Matth. xix. 28. 
•« When the Son of man flijiil fit in the throne of glory.** 
And certainly the appearance of this day, fhall be an ap- 
pearance of unfpeakable glory and majefiy. Chrift, the 
iccond pcrlbn in the blefled Trinity, cloathed with all the: 
aaajefty and glory that becomes the greatnefs of his. per* 
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fon, and the folemnity of the bulineis, fet on a throhe of 
glory, eminently confpicuoas to all the peribns that ever 
-were, or (hall be ; and from whence they ihall receive 
their doom; accompanied with all the angels in heaven^ 
-as the minivers and meflengers of his will ; accompanied 
with all the blefled faiiits that ever were, or Ihall be, to 
whom he gives the honour, not only to be beholders, 
"but as it were afleflbrs in his judgment, though not in the 
power of his authority, yet in the fuffragt and applaufe of 
his juftice, Matth. xix. 28. " Ye alfo Ihail fit on twelve 
** thrones, judging the twelve tribes." i Cor. vi. 2. 
** Know ye not that the faints (hall judge the. world ? *' 
Thus he Ihall be glorified in his faints, and admired in all 
them that believe. Not only admired by them, but ad- 
mired in them, for that impreflion of glory and inajefty 
that he Ihall then put upon them. 

Secondly, The perfons judged : all the whole race of 
Adam, not a perfon excepted, John xxviii. 39. «* The 
«* hour is coming, in which all that are in the graves 
** ihall hear his voice, and (hall come forth: they that 
** have done good, unto the refur region of life; and 
** they that have done evil, to the refurredion of damna- 
" tion," 2 Cor. v. " We muft all appear before the 
*• judgment-featof Chrift." And though the multitude 
will be exceeding great, yet it fhall not confound the fen- 
teuce of the Judge, he will with moft exquiiite and in- 
fallible judgment divide the one from the other: and e- 
very pwfon ihall have fo diftind and clear a reprefentati- 
on of his fentence unto himfelf, and fo convincing a fa- 
•tisfa(5tion therein, and of the evidence, cleariiefs and ju- 
ftice thereof, as if he were the only perfon to be judged. 

Thirdly, As the perfons, fo the fubjed matter touching 
-which thie judgment ihall be is confiderable. And the 
iubje<ft matter upon which the judgment fhall be, are the 
^'works of men, Ecclef. xii. 14. ** God fhall bring every 
«* work unto judgment." Whatfoever cometh under 
the command, or prohibition of the law of God, IhaU 
<:ome under the judgment of God : and thefe are of three 
Jctnds ; 

1- The works. 

2. The words. 

J. The thoughts and purpofes. For sdl thcfc, as tliey arc 
L the 
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the afts of a rational creature, come under the law of God>, 
I . For the works of men : thefe are the laft and cona- 
pleat ads of the rational creature, and are the final pro- 
dudions of the mind formed into external adlions : and all 
thefe fhall God bring into judgment. Matth. xvi. 27, 
** The Son of man Ihali come in the glory of the Father, 
** and Ihall reward every man according to his works.'* 
,Some works there are, which, in the external adminiftra- 
tion of juftice among men, do efcape their reward of hu- 
naandiftributive juftice, whether they be good or evil : fome, 
in refpeca of injuftice of tliofe that are in power; other, 
in refpedt of the impotence of thofc that fhould reward, 
or punilh. And thus many offences pafs unpunilhed, be- 
caufe they are committed by perfons above the reach of 
human juftice : others, in rerpe<5tof the fecrefy of the fa<^, 
that they avoid the detection and confequently the execu- 
tion of juftice. But It fhall not be fo in that day : as all 
perfons are under the authority, fo all peribns are under 
the power of this Judge. Rev. xviii. 8. " Stroneisthe Lord 
** that judgeth.** And as the power of the offender Ihall 
not exempt the offence from judgment ; fo neither fhall 
the fecrefy of the work efcape the judgment ; " For he 
fhall bring unto judgment every work, with every fecret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil,** 
Ecclef. xii. 14. '* In that day God fhall judge the fecrets 
" of men by Jefus Chrift," Rom. ii. 16. ** For there is 
*• nothing covered that fhall not be revealed, and hid, that 
** fhall not be made known," Matth. x. 26. There is not 
a good acflion in all thy life, though never fo fecretly done, 
but then it fhall be proclaimed before men and angels: not 
a prayer that thou haft made in thy clofet, when no ear 
heard thee hut the Almighty : not a tear jhed for thy 
lins, when no eye faw thee, but his that made thee : not •' 
an alms given fo privately, that the party relieved knew 
not his benefadlor: not a cup of cold water- given in the 
name of a difciple, though he knew not from whence it 
came: not an adling in fincerity for tlie glory of thy 
Maker, thouG^li hid and veiled from the eyes of all mea 
living ; but fhall then be made as manifeft as the fun, 
and attended with an open reward, Matth. vi. 26.* * The 
** Father that feeth in fecret, fhall reward thee openly,'* 
Again, if thy yillanies be hatched in darknefs, and none 
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fdvy to t&em but thitte mntk tcftiMtatt \ tf thoil kid6 thy 
cDutifcls of ihifchief as loi;rls hell, tb&t no ittOrtal eye can 
difcover them: if thou tranflite thy mil^hifef into oth^f 
hands, and aft by thcm> whilft they atid the World thiht 
chey ad by themfelves, and by their own cotitrivii^e^ 
and princip^lcs: ifthou fnafk thy i^ickedii^i under thfe 
■dirguife of reltgioti, holinbft, meoeSity, pnitences of good 
^ds; fo that thou doft not only hide thy tiBany frQiA 
the world, bat even from dbyftlf ; yet ift dlat day ^M'thi^ 
fiiali be det^ed in the prefeiK^ of ^ light brighter thafi 
the ftm ; in the prefbiice rf the whole vorld : and atl thofe 
difgurfes takeft dSi and thy wickednefs rendred, a^ it is, 
without any othtr drefs, than Of its ovm (hamfc j«id vile- 
l^fs. And a^ thus the fins of oommiiGon ihstll be unveU'd^ 
though never fo ftcrct; fo (hkll thy fms dfomifllcm, tod 
that With all the •cireuiiiftances and kggtayations. Such k 
time thou hadft an opportunity to do thii ot tb^t gooA 
worfc, to th* honour of thy Makfer, to the good of thy 
brotinef , to the faivatioii of thy foul : and thou hadft nti 
dnly au opportunity, but the fccrct motion of the Spirit . 
©f grace in thy confcicnce did importune thee to lay hold 
on the c^pof tuntty : ind yet thou didd neglect the oppor- 
tunity, defpife the perfuafioA. Macth. xxv, 35. The 
inMorld condemned for fms of omiiSon. 

i2. Atid as thus it is for works, fo for words : for thele 
come under the law of God, and fli*H cotAe under the 
judgment of reward afnd punifliment, Mjttth. xii. 37. 
•* By thy words thou Ihalt be Juftififed, and by thy words 
** thou m^alt be coadeained." Thercffore oeiT tery words 
ftall come into judgitient; for, ** thdy are the imnaedi&tfe 
^* produ<5fion of the heart, Matth. 3cii. 34, InftanceS we 
have of both, ttiat in that great day, 06d the Judg€ will 
brihg into the judgment of approbation, good wof'ds teti- 
ding to the honour of out Maker, or the good of others, 
Mai. iti. 16. ** Then they that feared the Lord fpake 
** rften one ^ another; and the Lond hearkened and 
*«* heard it-: and a booVof remembnafftte was written be- 
•* fone him for them that feared the Lord, and thought 
^^ upon his name." 

Ob the other Ad^, fintui words fhall ^come into con- 
<lettm^ti0n ; tending to the diffionour of God, blafphe- 
•« taking his:n«n)e in v^n,^* Maidu xii. 31. To 
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the reproach of our neighb<»ur : curfings, upbraidmgs^ 
JVIatth, V. 22. " Whofoevef fliall. fay jto his brother, 
*• Thou fool, (hall be in danger of k«)l fire.*-*' Vaki idle 
words not feafoned withfa^l.;" Alatth. xii. 36. ** But I 
** fay unto you, thit €^cry lidJe word that'riaeii^aH fpeak, 
** they (hall give an account thereof in the aay of judg- 
*• ment." Ephef. v. 4. Foolilh talking and jefting/* 
And furely if of idle and foolifti words, much more of 
finful words, lying. Rev. xxii. 15. " Whifpering and 
•* backbiting," Rom. i. 59, .30. " Corrupt commtmi- 
'* cation," Ephef. iv. 29. ** The corrupt exhalation of 
U at open fepulchre, a finful heart," Rom. iii. 13. ** The 
** fume of hell fire .within," James iii, 6. And furely, 
as here was niuch reafon, that the tongue, that great 
inftrument of the glory and good of others, fhould come 
under the law of God ; fo the breach of that law muft 
needs come under judgment, 

3 . As the w(M*ks and words of man (hall come under 
this judgment ; fojliall the thou gilts and fecret motions of 
the foul. And indeed it js the inward atfon of the fbuj 
that moft properly comes under the law of God, As it . 
Juiih an operation without the concurrence of the body^ 
fo it is that w^hich doth fpecificate all the external actions, 
and gives them their true denomination of good or eviC 
The very external worlhip of God enjoined by him, if not 
adcd by a foul rightly {>rincipled and moved, becomes 
** an abomination to him," Jfa.i. 13. And thofe things 
that are for the matter the fame in the external a^, are 
oftentimes diverfified into good or evil, or neither ; ac- 
cording to the diverfity of the temper of the foul, where-* 
Ly they are done. And hence it was that God meafured 
the wickednefs of the old world, by the conftitution and 
temper of the motions of their ibul, Geri. vi. j. *« And 
*« God law that the wickcdnefs of man was great in the 
** earth : and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
*f his heart w,as only evil continually." And hence it is, 
when under the law, God (hewed man the meafure of that 
purity which he required from him, he fhowslt in the 
root, *• Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
^* heart, and with all thy foul," Deut. vi. 5. Stiled by 
cur Saviour, *' The iirft and great con.mandmcnt,*' 
Jjattb. xxii. 37. And our Saviour giving the true aii4 
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■aturai fcopc and ftirie of the* law ofGod, brings it ftill 
to the working of the foul ; as that which was originally 
and efpecially the fubje<St of the law. In the matters be- 
longing to the firft table ^John iv, 24. ** God is a 

.** Spirit, and will be worQiipped in fpirit and truth." In 
the matter of the fecond table, IMatth. v. 28. ** Who- 
" foever looketh at a woman to luft after her, hath com- 
" mitted adultery in his heart." Matth. v. 28. Un- 
advifed auger comes under the command, " Thou (halt 
•' notkill." 

It is true, that with men the external atftion is the fiib- 
jc(ft of diftributive judice, becaufe the thoughts and inten- 
tions of the heart" are not difcoverable to. mm but by 
the external a<5t : yet wlien that a*5l, be it good or eviT, i* 
rewarded or punillied, it is not even among men, meeriy 
in reference to the act, Ixit becaufe the aft is ths prod a (^t 
of the internal man, the external fig.i of the will. 
And hence, even mortally, the external act not pro- 
ceed! dg from the will, is neither rewarded nor punifhed ;. 
as in fortuitous a(fts, and ads bf perfons wanting their 
ufe of reafon. 

But almighty God, whofe prerogative alone it is t<y 
•* know the heart," Jer, xvii, 9, 10. Begins not with the 
action, but with the heart, and thereby meafures the ac- 
tion, \{ produced ; or the man, if not produced, into ac- 
tion : and becaufe he hath the prerogative to determine 
of the motions of the heart, though never- produced iHtof- 
an external adt, therefore al(b his law hath the preroga- 
tive to lay hold of the very motions of the heart. And 
hence it is, that as almighty God being the mod pure and 
immortal Spirit, gets within tiie fpirit of mm, and dif- 
cerns thofe invifible operations of the foul to the word 
and law of God, enters into the very fpirit of man, and 
carries with it an obligation, even upon thofe fecret and in* 
▼iiible motions of the foul, Heb. iv. 12. *' piercing evea 
** unto the dividing afunder of foul. and fpirit; and is iii 
** difcemer or difcriminator of the thoughts and intent* 
** of the heart." And therefore as tlje law of God ex- 
tends unto, and lays hold of the very thoughts, fo the 
violation of that law, in the very thoughts, contra^ a 
guilt upon the foul. Hence it was, that that holy man 
Job, concluded a neceflity of a facrifice, even for the (ia 
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*• wd, sind cuffed God la their hearts.** Simon, thar 
^ curfed maQ> vas iu tbe gall of bittemefs* ev^ wkiip ** tkc 
^* very, ttought^ of bU heart were not foi^Ycn/* h&% 
\i\u 12. 9iid the wt£b man tells U9> ProT. xxit. 9* 
•« That the thought of fooliflinefs is fin." 

Now becaufe the fubjed^ matter of the jadgmcnt are the 
im4cs» words, and thoughts of men, the fame being the 
juiced matter of the law oi God» it is nccefiary that diero: 
be an evidence, or convi^(ni of the fa^ : for iiiclL (hall 
the folemnitj of that judgment be, that there Ihall he no 
kfi evidence todifcover the fa<Ek upon which the judgment 
' H to pafs, thap there (hall be juftice in the judgment a{>Q]» 
that fa6t And as every man fhall be judged moH exafkly • 
accordingly to his works; fo. there is a neceSity thrtt every 
one of thofe works, vpon which the judgment fhall pafs^ 
muft be evidently and convincmgly proved upoa the per^ 
ion judged. 

Now we muf! know, there are two books, whcrem the 
anions of men and their words and thoughts are written : 
and thefe books ftiair then be opened, Daa. vii. lou 
^* The judgoaent was fet, and the books were opened,** 
Rev, XX. 12. ^M faw the dead, fmall and great ftand 
••* before God, and the books were opened." 
Firft, The book of confcience. 

Secondly, The book of God*s knowlege : the former a 
teftimony within us; the latter without us: but both fo 
exa^ly agreeing, as if the former were but a tranfcript^ 
0r counter-part of the other. The^ two great witne&s, 
, without exception, (hall (late and determine the fall: \ax^ 
partially and unquefljonablv. 

I. The book of confcicnce. This Is a book, wheceixi> 
from the firft ufe of our reafon, till our death, we ace 
continually writing all our thoughts, words and anions. 
A conftant and vigilant companion, and obfervcr ofaM 
the walk of our Kves, and of our hearts. There is not 
the fmalleft good or cirii adion, or paf&ge of our life, but, 
whether we obfcrve it or not, here it is rcgiRred, and 
leaves the chara^er and impreilion of itfejf in this marble. 
And what a hiftory (hould w« find of ourfelves, if we 
could but diftindly read, tills book? It may be here and 
there fomfi few featured entries of a good work, a good 
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|fpayer, ar good purpo>^ ; but yet prefently infcribed: witb 
it fo many vaia >thoughts in that prayer ; fo much vain 
glory or felf-end in that good a<ftion ; the reje6ion of that 
parpofe in pra<aice ; and all the reft of that mighty vo- 
lume filled with the hiilory of ouc fkiful and hnpure ac-' 
tions, our vain and unprofitable and finfol worcfs, our 
deceitful, difobedicnt, rebellious, unprofitable thoughts. 
Our beft;a(ftions entred, but the defers and cpntaminati-' 
ons thereof entred in the fame paper with them : and the* 
reft nothing elfe, but a tedious bloody biH of debts of 
guilt to bur Maker, with all. the aggravaticwis of them. 
And thefe infcriptions engraven with the poidt of a dia-^ 
mond in fheets of fteel, not capable of any obliteration^ 
milefs it be by the blood of Jefus Chrift» It is trne^, 
whilft wc are in this life, we throw duftupon the writ- 
mg : or, it may be, in the writing of ~ a new leaf, w« 
turn over that which is paft, and never trouble ourfelvesk 
more about it all our lives after: new fins, a^ it were, 
antiquating them that are paft, and filenciug their re* 
membrance. But God almighty fliall, at the laft day,!, 
©pen this book and caft off the drift from it : then every 
k'em IhaU be as legible, and as vifiWe to the view, as it 
was at the time of the firft a<5ting of it. The multitude 
©f the particulars fhall not hinder the diftindl reprefenta- 
tion of them to the mind, ' It was one of Job*s greateft 
complaints. Job xiii. 26. *•■ That God made him to . 
pofTefs the iniquities of his youth.*' Jobxiv, 17! " That 
his traafgreflion was iealcd up in a bag," When Gol 
was pleafed to open thofe entries that were made in^ con- 
science, even of his^ ovm fervant, thofe very {ln« which; 
were of the ancienteft date,' aod therefore leaft reniem- 
bred, thcfins of his youth, which had the lefs malignity, 
becaufe probably a€led with lefs deliberation*; yet, when 
God is pleaied to unvdl the^onfcience, thefe ftale, thefe 
youthful fins,, made a hideous reprefentatibn on Job him- 
felf: how much more terrible ftia 11 it be, when all thofe 
remembrances of the confcience Oral! be^t o«ce rendrei 
unto the view, and " all fet in' order before a man,^' Tiah 
r, 21. And this is that " engraving of im upon- the 
" heart," Jer. xvii, i, " With the point 6f a diamond," 
,^at writes in wounds, and not in coloiwrs on'y. 
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a, Again, the tXJtx^A God bath his book, which flutll 
then be opeQ'd ; suu} in that book arc v:ritteB all the 2s;r 
ticMfts of poea. On th^ one fidie^ not the leaft good afikioi^ 
but there it is t\\\^^ : as be teUeth our wandrin^, fo h« 
•« rcgiftrctb our tejari," Pfei. W. 8. Not a few good 
words fpok.on in ftnoeri^y and lov^ C0 God, bat there is a 
meiBoranduai m^ of tb^nif lyial. Hi. 16. Andoa the 
Qther fide, all tlioie evils that ^e d<»i« hf the chdldr^i 
of men, they art all tb«;re r^dred. And though ve 
might hope that ibco^ of theie CQight fKp the diligence and 
anitna.dverfKXi of the recorder that is within us, there 19 
no hope to avoid the reoord that almighty God makes: 
for '^ be is greater than our cfmicionce, and kaoweth ail 
" things," I John iii^ 20. 

There ar< two a^ ^ the divioe mCdom 4»ic ave of is^ 
$nite coQcemn^nt for U9 pra^^ka^ly to know and remesa* 
1^, which nevertbek(s we are apt to forget. 

Firft, That aU our way^i even of our very hearts^ an 
firi<^ly obferved by God» >r^ rri* 17. " Tor Baine eyea 
" are upon all thci? ways, they are not hid from my &oe, 
** neither is thejlr kaiqnity hid from mine eyes." 

3^ondly, That whait is once feen by God, 11 alw*yi 
ieen and not fprgottest. It is tniije, we fin daily, and the 
n.ew fins obliterate the iei^fe and remembrance of the old : 
>ut it is not fo with God, Hof. vu. 2. ** They confidet 
<* not in th^ir hearts that I remember all thnr widked-* 
♦* nefs." That fin that feems to be loft, i» but laid up> 
Hof. xiil. 12. " The iniquity of Ephcaim is bound up, 
'< his fin 19 hid.*^ And when God i& pleafed to reckon 
with a mfin> or nation^ even in this life, he csm recal a 
fin pad aj^d forgotteh many years ago« and render tt 'ttiiibk 
to the fodl In all its dim^fions. Pfal. Ixxix. ft. **- Rea&em* 
^''^ her not againd us former iniquities.'^ How much more 
ihall it be in thit great day, when he fhall, to the uttetv 
inoH;, iet our iniquities before him, and make them' coiv 
foicaous in the light of his countenance ? 

And yet there is one remains befides this: the twa for- 
mer Ttre fuch books as we cannot think of without trem- 
bling. Every moment of time we fumtlh new materials 
for the two former books ; and if w6 look back a little in- 
to ourfeh'cs and our lives, we (hall find very little btit 
black and fad materials and reckonings, when every fin 
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x$A\it$ 0ttr fbul a debtor <^ its whole felf unto eternity. 
What fhaii becoQie of us, when almoft every inftant of 
Qor fiv^ giyes. in fueh an iirm againft us ? And if p^- 
ehance we do any thing that is good* ^et it is fpoiled ift 
tb« doing, fmj»(i with 6> many defe<^, fpo^ a^ enor* 
Oiitiesy that ^ai> raider u$ but Httle comfort ta behold it« 
4.nd fureiy Neither of thcfe two former books be opened 
9gaii>ftthebeftofnieiiatths^tday> tMymu(t, with ever* 
teiUsg ftHa)iie» inherit the TOirtioa due unto their fms, 
lut herein the comfort of all; " the Woodof Chrift tha^ 
^' deanfeth u» frona all fins," i John i. 7, Though it isk 
true, the bed c£ men have run infioitely in debt to Godji 
tad 6Qed the book of edolcteooB, asd the bqok of God's 
femembrance fall of fad accounts; yet Qur Saviour, if 
IP8 huve laid hold on him, and oatred into covenant with 
Gad in htm, bath paid all our reckonings, and the books 
are croHfed. 

And upon thi^^ fiWt of all the bookof confoence, thai 
IMS aU ftaioed with crioaCbn ^nicriptions, would havQ 
htsn oaore terrible unto ua than hell itself; yet when thif 
«OQ&icnce " is fpnnkkd with the blood of Ghrift,*' Heb, 
ju 2U* the CQoftience is healed, th& Gtw^ obliterated, 
tiie accounts di&harged; and colour thereof quite 
fJmged : and though as well the confcioace, as tbf 
60s ittibibcd in it, were as ^< fear kt, they are become a$ 
** white itt fesQW^,'* Uh. C 18. 

Secondly, And as thus the eoafciesnce is healed, and aU 
file blaek and bloody inftriptions thereof defaced, £> i» 
Ulisighty God pjeaftd, upon the fame account, to ftrike 
mm ^U t^ remembrance of finii paft ouit of his book of rer 
matebtdSKX : this is chi<t whtdb is 6> frequently expreiled by 
thofteffcdualexpreilioi^, Pfal. xxm, t. " Sin covered," 
l£h. lAiA, 2$. ^' Blottktg out tranfgrt^iond, fo as they 
•< 6m& not be. retnembredu" Ifa, xliv. sa. " Blotting 
^ them out as a cloud," that after its diffipation leaves 
n9 mark where it waa. Jcr, L 20. " S<^difcharge them, 
*'' that upon a dtltgent &areh they dudl not be found.*' 
Nay» they lh«iJ not only be removed from the- view ^£ 
men and angels, but evwn in the account of almilghliy 
God theiy fe»U be as if thty nje^wer had been. J«ir^ i?xxi. 
^4. '*' For I will ftygiyo theijr iniquity ,. attd remember 
*• their&san(»mQre/^ 

And 
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And all this arifeth upoH' the producing of that thfr<l" 
book by the Mediator unto the Father, Rev. tx. 12. " A 
** book of life ;'* a regifter of all thofe whole debt oar Lord 
lUith paid: and the debt being difcharged, the former" 
books are no longer to be ufed as evidence againit thetn. 
Their dear Mediator, who is now to be their Judge,- 
brings in an acquittance for all that large roil, whiclr- 
otherwife might have ftood againft them, " For he hath- 
•* borne their fins,'* Ifa, liii. 11. And upon the day of his- 
paflion, nailed this hand- writing unto his crofs, hanged 
it upon tlie file, as that which he hath paid, and £0 is no^ 
more to be mention 'd. 

Fourthly, We come to the rule, whereby all men (halt 
. be judged. Though in refpedt of the moft infinite obli- 
gation of the creature unto Cod for their greatcft good; 
their being, and their prefervation ; it had been moft 
unqueftionably juft, that upon the ground of this ab- 
folute and infinite dominion Over his creatures, he might 
have impofed what law, and under what fandaon he 
pleafed ; yet he was pteaf^d to enter into a paft- and co- 
■fenant with hrs creature, and fo to bind him, not limply 
upon the abfolutions of his own power and authority, bu€ 
partly even upon the vokintary fufception, ftipulation and " 
jubmiffipn of his creature. And the taw of this covenant 
is that which ihall be the rule of the judgment of that- 
great day. Now this covenant of God is double : 

I. The covenant of works ; the covenant made with 
roan in his firCl creation ; and this extends to all mankind, 
as before appears; which is a covenant pf life, in cafe of 
perfed obedience to the wiU and law of God givcu to man 
in his creation; and a covenant of death,, and the curfc; 
in cafe of any failing. And when afterwards this cove- 
nant, and the remembrance thereof, was very much de- 
faced, God was pleafed exprcfly to renew the fame with 
a feledb people, whfch he picked' out of mankind, the 
Jews ; which renewed covenant differ'd from the former: 

Firft, In the extent of it ; the former was univerfal"; 
this contracted to a fth6t people : yet fo> as it cUd not 
abrogate the former, but illuflrate it. 

Secondly^, In the nature of it : for whereas the former 
was purely a covenant of works, this was not fo ; bi^t 
though it feemed to ruxx in the fame tenor, yat there was 
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m^fs^^ frcFetly lodgtd a cevenant of graoe, even the 
^^criigce of Cbrift lypified iQ ic^ iatesdsd by it, ^nd that 
alone made it ufeful to as many as laid hold of that my* 
|t^y xS^'ax was igibiei)4ed to \t $i<!cordiag ta that manifeftati- 
fq- t}iat God was p]f%(^4 tc^f^d along veith }t. 

U. Tlie cov^aafit i^f gi'afle, Chrift Jefus, and him cru- 
^lfie4) received^ as given by Qod ; and this receiTing of 
QiTX^ yras the vei?y- t^Qor of this covenant. 

God ^^ p|eafed» after the covenant of works became 
ipeife^qal witp ms^nkiad, in refpe^ to their di&biiity to 
p^rfoFHi H, to r^ach out Chrift unto them, as a covenant 
e£ life to ^r many a$ receive bim : and the c^dinary way 
.^f r^g^iviog hiija, is^ '* By believing in his nsime," John 
i« l%n Kow according to thefe c^eoants* (hall the whofe 
^orid be jy^ged. Fo? »U xsoff^rrxA are under one of theie 
covenants: whofoever is nolVdthin th6 letter, is certain- 
ly within thecompafs of the former^ 

NOY^ offish ^ are und^ that firft covenant, as not be- 
ing partakers of the benefit bf the fecond, there are fo\ir 
ranks of men given \x% in the feripture* ' 

f irft, Such as are purely under the firft covenant, vvith? 
Wt any farther degree : fiich are thofe that never heard 
^l^er of law or g<S*pe}. auch are thofe fpoken of, Rom. 
ii. 12. ''As many as have finned without the law, (hall 
« periihwidiofitkw.'* 

And though it is true, that. God were moft juft, if he 
ihould judge even thefe by the fevereft rule dE that exadk 
law which was ^ven to Adam, becauie they were wSthiii 
l^at covenant : yet the fcripture warrants us to think, 
that in that day he will proceed to judge thefe perfon*, 
«ven by fo much of that law that hath been communi- 
cated to chein> either in the external means of good dlf- 
eipline or education ; or that fe<»^ dilate of their own 
confcieQee, ftiled by the apoftle, "The law writtteft in 
♦* their hearts," Rom. ii. 14, 15. 

This ia one of thofe ttwo great partlei ^at fhall be the 
^jedofvei^eaneeiA that day, x Theft xviii. ** Taking 
«« vengeance on them which knew not God,*' Ac, The 
Icnowiege jof God is fo vi{%iy difcovered in the creature, 
tlkat it ihall be a moft juft convi^on of fuch perfons ki 
that day, Rom. i. 90. *' For the inviUble things of him 
^ from the creation of dtl0 world are^iearly l^n, being 

*« .under- 
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••' underdood bj the things that are made eren tis etef^ 
•* nal power and Godhead, ^ that they are without 
" excufe." 

And certainly in that day, the whole world of mem 
that have the ufe of reafon, will be found guilty before 
him, even in thcfe th'^gs, in not knowing thofe things 
concerning God, which by the light of nature they might 
know ; or in not obfei'ving Ibme of thofe very di^ates^ 
which that truth once known, or the light of their own 
conl'cience did carry them unto, without any neceflity of 
refbriing to fo much of that law whereof they were igno- 
rant. This is that which is •• perilhing without the law/' 

Secondly, Such as, though under the firft covenant, 
have neverthelefs a fuperaddition of light, and confe- 
quently of guilt, by the accefl^ion of that renewed cove- 
nant of works given by the miniilration of Mofes. 

And this concerns principally the Jews who fuperadded 
another covenant to the former, and'fo have a fuperadded 
guilt by their oflFence^ ' 

1. Becaufe againft greater light,, 

2. Becaufe againft a renewed covenant, and by thenr 
violated, Rom. ii. I2, " Such as have fmned in the law^ 
•* fhall be judged by the law;" and is, in e£Fed, the 
fcope of that fecond chapter* 

Thirdly, Such as have had an offer of Chrift, the fe- 
cond covenant, and yet have rejcdlcd it, 

Thefe though they are ftiU under the obligation of the 
firft covenant, yet by reje<5ling either the faith, or obedi- 
ence of Chrift, they fuper-add a greater guilt to them- 
selves than any of the former : and therefore it is ftiled by 
our Saviour, the condemnation, John iii. 19, ** This is 
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men leved darkncfs rather than light:'* we have 
as well thofe <rf the firft, as thofe of the latter rank joined 
together, 2Theff. i. 8, " To render vengeance on -them 
that know not God, and that obey sot the gofpd of 
our Lord Jcfus Chrtft.'* The former are judged, be- 
^ caufe the works of God leave them unexcufable in their 
ignprance of God, or negleft of' the duty that refults 
upon that knowlege; t^e latter are judged uncxcuiable, 
becaufe the gofpel and the meifage of it is proclat(j[\ed (0 
liiem, and yet rqeded by them^ 

Fourthly* 
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Tourthly, $ttch as have not only the light of natsre, 
the light of the written law of God, the light of the go{^ 
pel tendered, but that light in fome meafure received,, 
and afterwards reje<5ted, which adds apoftacy to their re- 
l>ellion : and this fuper-adds a higher guilt than any of 
the former, Heb. x. 26. ** If we fm wilfully,, after we 
** have received the knowlege of the truth, there remai|is 
** no facrifice for fin, but a certain fearful looking for of 
■** judgment and fiery indignation." 

The former forts of men are not. with in the bencfif of 
the fecond covenant, nor can expcd the fruit thereof ia 
the^ judgment. 

But there are a company of perfons that liave laid hold 
©f this fecond covenant, and ihall be judged -by it, fuch 
as have received Chrift as he is reached out unto the 
world : received him as their righteoufnefe, as their fa- 
crifice, as their infixudor, as their jcommander and ge- 
neral. 

The obedience of faith is as univerfal as the law, or 
command of faith, it fattens upon every part of its obje<fV : 
and to Tuch there is no condemnation, Rom. viii. i, 
** Whofoever believeth in me ihall not, come into con- 
** demnation, but is pafled from death to life," John 
T. 24. 

This difcharge and acquittal of thefe perfons ftandi 
bottomed upon.the immutable truth and juftice of God. 
For though it was his own free and undeferved goodneft 
that at firll moved him to tender this fecond covenant to 
mankind, to accept of the righteoufne-fs and fatisfadtion 
of another for them. And when none in heaven or earth 
could be found to perform the one, or undergo the other, 
to fend his own Son to-do and fuffer it, and to proclaim t« 
mankind, that as mai^y as betake themfelves to this cove- 
nant, and do accordingly lay hold of it, to give to them 
the pardon of their fins, and the enjoyment of bleffed- 
nef^. 

Yet when this great, word is pronounced by him, his 
truth and juftice are engaged in the performance of it : 
the ^jghteoufnefs and fatisfadion of Chrift is as eflpedually 
theirs, as if performed by theoj: their debt paid, and 
iJieir perfons accepted, 

. And 
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And (6 in thut ^m daf , the gttf^ 6<)d fha8^ iiH llie 
fitoe of tbe whol« world, have the gidfjr tu '^^ 44 Ml 
juitice^ as «f ilk metcj^ lu the M^m^ik ifthklSikaSst. 



I joii«r ▼. 5. 

Tor nuhofoever Is horn of God^ ovtrcometh tfe ^t»9rld ; OfHi 
thit U the ^^rj ^hdt wercomHb thw nmrid^ itfin y4ur 
faith. 

THIE: S E things atf e htf!%ia tjo^rideirkble. 
I . the 9JSi ii^iikrh fe here ^dftre^, ti^ftofjr^ ar o- 
Tercoming. 

2. The pcrfbn th« t<*cfJftth ^iJi^SF, df concerning 
whom this is aifirm^d^ ddcdbiedbjT this defcription^ a per-^ 
Ion that is born ef God. . 

3. The thing utpon which this ^Bi Of vi^ldry is cxcfcif- 
ed, viz. the world. 

4. The indrument or means, by which this a^ is exer- 
tifed, viz, fokh. 

5. The method or ordef > or formal reafon, wheteby 
faith overcometh this wOrJd. 

Sortie few obfervatioas I fhaii deHvet toaching dl theft, 
in the order propofed. 

I. V!<aory or overcommg \% a fubj ligation' or bringing 
under anoppofing paf ty to the power and will of another. 
And thisVi<aofy is of two kinds, coihpleat or perfeA, and 
iacompleat or imperfed. i . The notion of a compleat' 
vidtofy is, when cither the oppofmg party is totally de- 
ftroyed, or at leaft when def];M!>iled of any pc/fl!ibiKty of fu- 
ture refiftance: thus the Son of God, the Captain of our 
falvation, overcame the world, John xvi, 33. ** Be of 
** good chcar, I have overcome the Wo^Id.'* And thus 
when we arc deliveted from this body of death, we fhall 
overcome the world. This compleat viftory will be the 
portion of the church and Chrif^ian triumphant. Agaid, 
a* There is a viiftory, but incoihpleat, fuch as the vi(5h)ry 

of 
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nrf tlic children od? Ifrael was over the Caaasinites,' which 
tbo* thcf were fubdaed; as to any poffibility of a total re- . 
ccqutring of a fapcriority or eqaalitf of power, yet they 
were not fabdaed from a podibilky of annoying, difqutet- 
ing, and rebelling ; they remained ftill thorns to vex and 
^Surb, tho' not to fubdue their conquerors ; there was 
ftiU an over-balance of power'in the vtdors, though not 
wholly to^xtirpate them : and this is the condition of the 
Chrifttan militant in this world. He keeps the world in 
fttbjedtion, and every day gets ground tipon it ; hut he 
cannot exped to obtain a perfed, compleat, and univerfal 
conqued of it» till he can truly fay with our blefTed Lprd, 
John xir. 30. ** The prince of this world hath nothing 
•* in me:" which cannot be till our change. comes ; for 
till then we carry about with us our lulls, and paflions, 
and corruptions : which, tho* with all vigilancy and fe- 
verity, kept under, and daily impaired in their power and 
malignity, will hold a correfpondence with the world and 
prince thereof, and be ready to deceive and betray us. 
though never to regain their emtpire and fovercignty ; and 
the reafon is (ignincantly given by the fame appftie, i 
John iii. 9* *' Por his (eed abideth in him, and he cannot 
•♦ fin, becaufe he is born of God." Indeed he may, and 
fitail have ftn as long as he hath fielh about him, 1 John 
r. 8. •* If we fay we have no fin, we deceive ourlelves, 
•* and the truth is not in us." But altho' we have fin ftill 
abiding in us, and, like the bya(s in a bowl, warping us 
to the world ; yet that vital feniinal principle of the grace 
of God m Chrill, always keeps its ground, its life, and 
tendency towards heaven ; and wears out, waftes, and 
gradnally fubdues the contrary tendency of fin and cor- 
ruption. 

11. The perfon exercifing this adk of vi<ftory and coa- 
queft, IS he that is born of God', All men, by nature, 
may be (aid, in fome fenfe, to be born of God ; the apo- 
ftle tells the Athenians, Ads xvii. 28. " We are all his 
*' oflF-fpring." But in this place, this heavenly birth is 
a fecond, a fupervenient birth from God ; and hence it 
ts called regeneration, the new birth, birth of the water 
and (pirit, birth of die fpirit, the formation of Chrift in 
the foul ; and the creature {o new born, is ftiled the new" 
creature, the new man, a partaker of the divine nature. 
Vol. i. "Y bora 
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bom not of the will of man, nor of the will of the fleih, 
but bom of the will of God. And all thele, and the like 
expreffions are figurative, and feem to carry in them » 
double analogy : Firft, to the firft creation of mankind : 
and fecondly, to the ordinary generation of mankind fince 
their firft creation, i. As to the former analogy: we 
know by the holy word, that the firft man was the root 
of all mankind, ftamped with the Signature of the image 
of almighty God, principally confifting in knowlege,' righ- 
teouihers and holinefs, and ftood or fell as, the common 
reprefentative of all mankind: this image of God was in 
great meafure loft and defaced by the fall of man, and 
more every day fpoiled by the adual fins and acquired 
corruptions of his defcendants: Chrift the fecond Adam 
hath inftamped upon him a new infcription of the glorious 
Cod : came to be a common Head, Root, and Parent of as 
inany as are united 'by faith, love*, and imitation, ^and to 
in ft amp a- new upon them, that loft and decayed image 
of God ; who thereby put on the new man, ** which af- 
** ter God is created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs," 
Eph, iv. 24. ** and fb becoming a new creature, 2 Cor. 
V. 17. Gal. V. 6. renewed in knowlege, after the image 
of him that created hirai Col. iii. 10. they receive a .ne^ 
ftamp and imprcflion from this great Exemplar Chrift Je- 
fus, the true image of the inyifible God. '2. The fecond 
analogy is to the ordinary generation of mankind ; where- 
in as a little, but powerful, vital principle, which we call 
the foul, forms, and moulds the foetus according to the 
fpecial nature of man in all his lineaments and proporti- 
ons, and never gives over its operation till it hath com- 
pleated that bodily mafs into its full cemplement of parts, 
and afterwards gradually augments and perfe<fls it in its 
organs and faculties : fo by a vital principle derived from 
Coci, thro' Chrift, into the foul, the fame is moulded, 
fliftiioned, formed, increafed, and perfe^ed according to 
this new principle of life which is ujually called grace : 
whereby it comes to pafs, that as the foul is the vital and 
conforming principle of the body, fo this grace is the very 
life, and vital and cbnforraing principle of* the fbiil : and 
hence this fonnative principle is called the life of the foul, 
the quickning fpirit; and the formation of the foul unto 
the v<iil of God thereby, 15 called the forming of Chrift 
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in them, the life of Chrift, the in-dwelling of Cbrift in 
the heart by faith. And this new principle exercifeth iii 
the Ibul all the aits analogical to that natural vital prin- 
ciple in the' body, giving to it as it were the image, lihe- 
' aments, proportion and increafe conformable to the image 
of God in ChriH, as true wifdom, righteoufnefs, juftice, 
holinefs, integrity, love of God, fubmiflion to his will-, 
dependence upon Jiim;* and tranflatcs them into all the 
communicable relations that Chrift himfelf had, and inr 
. vefts them in bis communicable privileges: if he be Son 
of God by nature, fo are they by interpretation, ** by 
\ ** adoption and participation of the divine nature," 2 Pef. 

I i. 4. Is he an heir of heaven? io are they co-heirs wkli 

/ ' him : is he acceptable to God ? io are they ; is he an heir 

of glory ? fo'are they. And as this conformation of the 
body by this vital principle is performed by a leminal 
principle (at leaft as the inftrument ©f its adivity) derived 
from the parent, To the analogy holds ber^r we find a 
double feminal principle in this conformation, and both 
derived from Chrift our Head, viz. one external, another 
internal, i , The external feminal principle is the wor4 
and mefTige of the divine doiftrine; exemplary and holy 
life, fingular love of Chrift, and of God thrdtigh Htm ta 
mankind, whereby we underftand what he would have us 
do\ the danger if we do otherwife, the blefled reward of 
obedience, the great engagements of the love of God in 
fending his Son to die' for us, the plain, familiar, eafy 
way of attaining of happinefs ; and becaufe we often learn 
better by example than by precept, the fame word exhi- 
bits to us a lively pidure of his holy converfation, his hu- 
mility, raeeknefs, obedience, love, patience, goodnefs: 
and this external means is in itfelf a great moral means 
to conform our wills and lives thereunto. And therefore 
it is called the incorruptible feed of the word of God, 
whereby we are born agam, i Pet, i. 29. .2. The inter- 
nal (t^i is that Spirit of grace fent out from Chrift, which 
doth derive a qaickning, lively power to the word and to 
the foul, whereby it makes it effedlual to its end, and is 
therefore called a Spirit of life and power, a quickning 
Spirit; and this, not by transfufmg a new fubftance or 
fuljftantial nature, which before it had not ; but by its 
livelyx' yet fecret operations, changing and moulding it 
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futtahh to the image of him wlkofefpirk it k^ and adding^ 
energy and efficacy to that other i^^d of the word^ a^i 
the fun doth to the feminal princij^les of vegetables and 
animals. 

IIK Touching the thing npon which this victory k^ 
obtained, and conqued made, it is the worid : whick 
comprehends in its latitude a double -world ; the world 
within us, and the workL without us. 

The world within us, which therefore may be fo cslU 
led principally in this reipedi, that a greater part of itA 
relation and tendency is toward the world, which is for 
the moil part the obje£t upon which it fixeth, the fubje^ 
after which it reacheth« and the bufineis upon which ^ 
failneth and exercifeth. i^nd hence it is, that the apoftlc 
Sc. John divides the wcxrid without us, with relation to- 
thfi world wiihin us, viz. " The luft of the fieih, the luft 
<* of the eyes, and the pride of life/' i John n, i6. Thr 
world that is within us taketh in the two great ^nculties. 
or powers, viz. i . The pafilons of the fouf« And, a. 
The feufual appetite ; both thefe are in their own nature 
good, placed in us hf the wife God of nature,, for moft 
escellent ends and ufes. Our bufinefs therefore is to keep 
in order- a^ 1^ bjc^icn, and not to extr ipate and root theat 
out; for they are radica.ted in our nature by tiie God <^ 
nature. But of this more particularly. 

I. Our pafllons : fuch as are love> hatred, asgcri.. 
hope, fear, joy, forrow; thefe, and the like pafliom 
cf the human foul, are not fimply in themielves evil ^ 
nay, being rightly placed, and dyly ordered and regular 
ted, they become ferviceable to e&celknt ends and ufcs^ 
and therefore fimpIy in tbemfelves they are not ihe fub» 
je<a <^ a Chriftian's victory : but then they become fuch 
when they become the world in the text, and that is 
principally in ttefe cafes, i. When they are ooiiplacedt 
ts when we love the things we {houid hate, hope for 
the things we fhculd fear, rejoice in that which we (hould 
grieve, &c. or e converjo. 2. When they are immoderate 
cr excdfive about their p rcrper objcfis ; which come& to 
pafs, when in thofe things about which we may exerciie 
our paffions iawfiilJy^ we exceed that meafure or propor- 
tion that is due to them. For tnAance, I may lawfully 
love a coftipcoency of «:orkUy ibyiance^ but I exceed in 
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this, that I love it too much, and beyond the worth that 
is truly in it : \ may lawfully be angry with him rhat in- 
jures me, but I exceed in the meafure^ or degree, or time, ^ 
or duration, and become implacable. 3. When my af- 
fe<5^ions or paffions are not a<5led'to that height they ought 
to be : all finite objeds of our paffions require a proporti- 
onate degree of our paffions ; but where the objedt is infi- 
nite, my affedlions may err in bein^ too reraifs, but not 
in the excefs : I cannot love God too much, for I am to 
love him with all ray might; but I may love him too 
littfe, and then my aflPedlion err^ : I cannot hate fin too 
much, becaufe 1 cannot love God too much; but I may 
hate it too Utde. 4. When my affe<9ions or paffions are. "^ 
a<5led unreasonably, in refpedl of the competition between^ 
objedls of feveral values:, I may, nay, I muft love my i^" 
ther ; but if I love my father more than my Saviour, my 
Sayiour hath pronounced me unworthy of h inr. 5 , When^ 
jny paffions degenerate into vices and corruptions, and fa. 
become not fo much powers or faculties," as difeafes and 
ficknefles of the foul : as when anger degenerates into^ 
maliceor revenge ; when felf-love degenerates into envy % 
when defire of, or delight in, the profits or honours of. 
the world degenerates into covetoufnefs orambition, and- 
the Ifke. 6. When my paffions are not updcF the ma- 
nagement, guidance, or coiidu<5t'of my fuperior faculties,, 
^ly reafon or judgment; but either go before they ate fent, 
or ^o beyond for. what they are fent, or return not andi 
fubfide when recalled: and then^ they breed infinite per- 
t?urbation in the fouli invert the order of nature, and be- 
come furies and tempefts, and irapriibn and captivate tha- 
mind and underftandingi and become a worfe part of the 
world thian that which* is without us; Under thefe con- 
ditions, our paffions and afie<5trons are part of that world i 
which is the objed of a Ghriftian's warfare and viftory..*- 
2. The other part of this world within us is, tjie moti- 
ons and tendencies of our fenfual appetite;. This fcnfual* 
appetite \% in itfelf good; placed in iis by die: God of na- 
ture for excellent ends, viz. for the prefervation of the I'h- 
dividual nature; as eating and drinkiiig, and thofe invi- 
■ tations of fenfe, fabfervient thereunto ; or for tlie prefet - 
▼ation of the fpecies, as the defires of feJes. . But they 
then become a fief ul part of this inferior world ; i , . When 
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they become faordisate. 2. OrexceiSve. j. Cr^nieflK 

fonable, cr irapropcr. 4. When they arc not fubords- 
nate in their agings to the govei'nment of reaToo, enlighc* 
ned by moral or relrgious Ug^t, A Chrif^ian hath no 
fach enemies with him, as \inruly and undiiciplined lufts 
and pafSons wtthrn him ; and ic is a wm thing to think dT 
pvercoming the world without us, until this world with- 
in us be brought into ful^(5lion; for without the corrup-v 
tions and bids withm, the world, and the evil men of 
the world, ^d the evil Qne of the worki, could not huft 
us* 

Dehftur ghd$i9^ ptrcufuitt eft f§ii^r9 firram. 

The wedge of gold was an innocent thmg, but Achan's- 
covetous heart within gave it (Irengtb to do hann. We 
come into the world» as into a great (hop full of all yarU 
ety of wares, accommodated to oar fenfes, lufts ajid atfec*^ 
tions ; and were it not for thefe, thofe wares would ly^ 
long enough upon the hands of the prince of the worlds 
before they could get within us or corrupt us, 

2, The world without us is of thtee kinds ; i • The d»> 
tnral world, which is the work of akrughty God, is moft 
certainly m itfelf good, and only evil accidentally, \ff 
man's abufe of himfelf or rt« It doth contain a general 
fi]^plv of objeds anfwerable to the dcilres of our vegetable 
anid ienfibk natiu'e, and the exigencies and conveniencies 
tf it; it is a. great (hop full of all forts of wares, an* 
iwera^le to our wants or conditions ; there i^ wealth,, and 
places, and delights,' for the fenfes, and it becomes an e^ 
nemy to us by reafon onlr of the difbfder and irregul^* 
rjty of thofe lufts and pamons that ace within us, and \>j 
reafon of the over- vahie that we are apt to put upon them> 
.they aj-e indeed temptations, but theiy are only paOive» 
as the wedge of gold did paffively tempt Achaa ; but it 
was his own lull and covetoufnefs tliat did him the harm::, 
the rock doth not (Irike the ffaip« but the ikip flrikes the 
rock and breaks itfelf. This world as it is not evil in i|- 
ielf, fb XoxA certainly it is full of goodneis and benevoknqe 
to us : jt fupplies our wants, is accommodated to the ext« 
giencies and conveniencies of our nafture ; furxulheth us 
w ith various objedlis and icbftances of the divine goodaefs. 

hb^ailtf^ 
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EberalTty, bounty ; oi bi& power, and roajefty, and glo- 
ry ; of his wiiUom, providence, and government : which 
are fo many inllrudions to teach us t5 know, and admire^ 
and magnify him ; to walk thankfully, dutifully, and o- 
Isediemly unto him; to teach us refignation^ contented* 
ncisj fubmi6^on, and dependance upon him. A good 
heart wiU be made better by k \ and if there be evil in it, 
ft is fttch as our own corrupt natures occaiions or brings 
upon it, or upon ourfelves by it ; and it is a great part of 
our Chridian warfare and tiifcipline to teach us to uie it at- 
it ought to be uled, and to fubdue thofe lufts and cor«' 

^ FUptions that abufe it, and ourfelves by it, Again, 2« 
There is another world without us, the matignant aad e* 
Til world, the world of evil angels, and of evil xskea\ 
Mundm in maligno poJitMS^ and the great mtfchieis of 
this world are of two kinds, viz. i . Incentives and Cenopr 
tadons from it, that are apt to bring the re(^ c^ oaankin<l 
into the evil of ftn and oiFence againft God ; fuch as arf 
«vil examples, evil commands, evilcounfel, evil perfuail* 
en, and folkitationK 3. The troubles and injuries, and 
vexations, and perfeeutiOBS, and oppreilions, and calum^ 
nies, and reproaches, and difgraces, that are inffidkd b>r 
them : and the evils that arile firom thcfe are of two kind^^ 
viz. fuch as they immediately cauie, which is great un» 
cafinefs in griefs and ibrrow. And again, fucb as ccMiier 
^uently ariie firom thefe ; namely, the evil of fin; as imr 
patience, difcoQtent, unquietsiefs of mind, mumnmng a- 
.gainfl the divine providence, doubting^ of it, letting go 
our confidence in God, diflr^^ unbelief, and putting 

^ forth our hands to iniquity to deMver ourfelves itosck the£ 
inconveniencies, either by unlawful or forbidded means* 
by iinful compliances with the (inful woridi by falling vsk 
./ with, them to deliver oorfel ves frooi their oppreiBons , per « 

iecutipns or wrongs j by raifing commotions, engagino^ 
in parties, and infinite more unhappy confequences. And 
3« There is a third kind of world, which is m a great 
jneafure without us ; namely, the accidental, or more 
truly, the providential world, in relation to man and bis 
^ condition in this world ; and 'tb commonly of two ktads> 
viz. proiperous, or adverfc, EjKternal or worldly pr«^- 
fperity, cc>nfi(ls in an accommodate condition of mania 
this li^'crid, 9& health of bodjr, couaipEt of firiends and r^* 
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lations, affluence, or at leaft competency of weakH, pow-^ 
cr, honour, applaufe, good report, and the like. Ther 
dangers that iieal upon mankind, in this condition, arer 
pride; haughtinefs of mind, -arrogance, vain-glory, in-' 
folence, oppreflion, fecurity, contempt of others, love of 
the world, fear of death, and defires of divcrfion from the* 
thoughts of it, luxury, intemperance, ambrtion, covet-' 
oufneis, neglect and forgetfulnefs, and a low efteem o£ 
God, the life to come, .and our duty. 2; Adverfity; *as- 
ficknefs and difcafes, poverty, lofs of friends and eilate, 
publick or private difturbances, or calamities, and the 
like : and tho' oftentimes thefe are occafioned by the evil ' 
or malignant world, yet many times thej feem to come 
accidentally, and are apt to breed impatience, difbontent^- 
nnquietnefs of mind, diftrull of providence, nnirmurin^, 
envy at the external felicity of others, and that^commott 
difcompofure which we ordiyiarily find in ourfelves and o- 
thers upon like occafions. \ 

IV. The fourth confideration fe, what is this faitH- 
which thus overcoineth the world, which is nothing, elfe 
but a deep, real, filll, found perfuafion of, and, aifent 
unto thole great truths, revealed in the fcriptures of God, 
upon the account that they are truly the word and will of 
the eternal God, who is truth itfelf, and can neither de- 
eeive, nor be deceived : and herein thefe^ two matters are 
cpnfiderable. i. What are thofe divine truths, which* 
Aeing really and foundly believed, do enable to gain vic^* 
tory over the world, or the fpecial obje<5ts of that viftori- 
eus faith. ^. What is that aft of faith, or belief of er-- 
eel lent obje<5h, which thus overcometh the world. 

I. For the former of thele, altho' the whole body of 
divine truths is the adequate objeft of faith, yet there 
feem to be certain fpecial heads or parts of divine truths, 
that have the greateft influence into this viftory over the 
worid. 1 lliall mention foirie of them; namely, i^ 

• That there is one moft powerful, wtCe, gracious, bounti- 
ful, juft, arid all-feeing God,^ the Author of all being, 
that is prefcnt in all places, knows our thoughts, our 
wants, our fms, our defires, and is ready to fupply Us 

• with all things that are good and fit for us, beyond all 
we can afk or think ; hath incomprehenfiblc wifdom, and 
irrefiftiblc power to effcft what he pleafetb; that jcavcs 
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aot atfiy olf ikk "vrorlci^ eipectaHj manktod, ^pnthoQt Ivfe 
ipecUl care and {upermtesdaBce over them; widioat 
vhoie will or deii^^d permiffifm, nothiag 1>e^ls us. 3^ 
That this moft wife, and juft» aad powenut God, hath 
vappoiated a law or rule according to which, his will is» 
4hat the children of laen fhould conform themfelves; and 
according to the upright endeavours of the children of 
men to conform thereunto, he wtU moft certataly gtv« 
pewards ; and according to the wilful tcanigreflions there* 
€^, he will tnHit^ puni(uBents; and that he is a mod fbridlr 
and ii^allibTe obferver of all the ways of die children of 
men, whether of obediesce or difobedienee thereunto. ^. 
That this law and will of hts» he hath communrcated and 
revealed unto the children of men m his holy word ; espe- 
cially by the mifiion of his Son Jefus €hrtd> who brcnig^ 
into the world a M)t vai compleat colle^oit of thofe holy 
laws c£ God, whereiinto he would have us to conform* 
4. That he hath given unto mankind, in and throu^lt 
iUirift Jefus, afulfmanifeftadoii of a future life after this » 
«f j>ewards and puniflunent ; and according to that law oF 
bis, thus manife(ibed by his Son, he will, by the fame Je« 
^s Clu*fd, diipeofc and execute, the fcntences of rewardsr 
«nd punifkments, and judge every m^ according to hk 
works. 5. And tha£ the reward of fakk and obedience^ 
in that other life to come, (hall be an eternal, blefied^ 
happy eftate cf foul and body, in the glorious heavens, 
•and in the pp^nce and fruition of the ever glorious and 
eternal God. 6. And that the puniihment of the rebelti- 
0US and difobedient unto this will and law of God thus 
nanifefled by his Son, ihall be an eternal feparatfon of 
foul and body from the prefence of God, and the co&clu>* 
ten ^ thenf^ under chaiias of darknefs and e verlafting tor-* 
ments in hell fire. 7. And t^at the Son of God hath 
given us the greatell a&rance imaginable of the truth of 
this win of God^ of this happinefs and mifcry, by taking 
upon him bur nature, by hrs roirades, by hts death and 
yeAirrei5tion, and afc^idon into glory, and by his midioa 
of the Spirit of wtfdom and revelation unto his apolUes 
and difcipt^s, both to mftrudl the world in his truth, and 
toevidence the truth oftheirmifiionfirom him. 8. That 
almighty God, though full of juftice and feverity againft 
ll|reQ^ilinateandrcbdSLiou8^ yetisfuUof tendemeis, Ipve^ 
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and compaffion towards al^ thofe that fmcerely defirc to 
obey his will, and to accept of terms of peace and rccoo- 
ciliation with him, .and is ready upon repentance and 
amendment, to pardon whatloever is amifs, and hath ac- 
cordingly promifed it ; and that he hath the care, and 
love, and tendemefs of a father towards us : that in our 
fincere endeavour of obedience, to him, we Ihall be fure 
of his love, favour, and prote(ftion ; that in all our afflic- 
tions and troubles he ttands by us, and will not leave us : 
that he will moft certainly make good every promife that 
by Chrift he hath lent unto us, for the life that is prefent, 
and that which is to come: that the law he hath fent us 
by Chrift to fubmit unto, is an eafy and good Jaw, fuch 
as will perfed our nature, and fit it to be partaker of his 
glory : and that all his thoughts towards us, in our faith- 
ful endeavours to obey him, are thoughts of love, favour, 
peace, bounty, and goodnefs. And of this he hath 
given the greateft afTurance that is poffible for mankind 
to expe<5t or dellre, even the fending of his eternal Son 
mto the world, to take upon him our nature, to acquaint 
u§ with his Father's will and love, to live a Hfe of want 
and mifery, and to die a death full of (hame and horror, 
to rife again to difpatch meflengcrs into all the world to 
publiih the good will of God to mankind, to afcend up in- 
to glory, and there to make interceflk)n for us poor worms, 
at the right hand of God ; giving us alfo hereby aflurajice 
of our refurre<ftion, and of his comiog again to judge 
the world, and to receive his obedient fervants itito eter- 
nal glory. Thefe be fome of thofe principal obj6<5ts oT 
that faith that overcome th the world, being foundly re- 
ceived,, believed, and digefted. 

2 . As touching the aft itfelf : it is no other than a found, 
real, and firm belief of thofe facred truths : and therefore 
it feems that they that perplex the notion of faith with 
other intricate and abftrufe definitions or defcriptions, 
cither render it very difficult or fcarce intelligible, or elfe 
take into the definition or but defcription of it, thofe 
things that are but the coniequents and effefts of it. He 
that hath this firm perfuafion, will moft certainly repent 
of hie fins paft, will moft certainly endeavour jobedfence 
to the will of God, which is thus believed by him to be 

kph* j"ft> ^^^ goQ^ f *^<i upasi the obedience^or difobc- 
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dience whereof depends his eternal happinefs or mifery \ 
will moil certainly depend upon the promiles ot God fof 
this life and that to come ; for thole are as natural effects 
of fuch a firm perfuaflpn. as it is for the belief of a dan-, 
ger 1:0 put a man upon means to avoid it, or for the be- 
lief of a benefit to put a man upon means to attain it. 
Some things are of fuch a nature, that the belief or know- 
iege of them goes no further, but it refts in itfelf ; as the 
belief of bar€ fpeculative truths : but fome things are of 
foch a nature, as being once ttuly and firmly believed or 
kno\^, carry a man 6ut to adioji : and fuch, are efpeci- 
ally the knowlege or belief of fuch things as are the ob- 
je(5ls of oyr fears or of our hopes; the belief of fuch ob- 
jeds doth naturally, and with a kind of moral neceffity, 
carry a man out to adion ; to the avoiding of fuch fears, 
and the attaining of fuch hopes : and therefore faith and 
belief in reference thereynto, comes often in the fcripturc 
under the names of hope and fear, as being the proper 
«ffe(Sts of it. Inftances we have of both, 2 Cor. v. 10, 
II. ** For we muft aH appear before the judgment- feat 
of Chrift, that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, adcording to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of 
*' the Lord we perfuade men. i John iii» 2, 3 But 
♦* we kiiow that when he fhall appear, we fhall be like 
** him, for we fhall fee him as he is ; and every man. that 
'< bath this hope in him, purifieth himfelf, even as he is 
" piire.*' 

Therefore we need not be fb folicitous touching the 
nature of fiith, what kind of faith it is that muft fave 
us: certainly, if it be a true'and real aflent of the mind 
to theft great truths of God, it muft be operative, ac- 
cording to the nature of the things believed which are in 
order to working ; and therefore if it have not that effedl, 
it is npt faith nor afTent ; if it have it but weak and im- 
perfedly, it is evident that the aflent is weak and fluctua- 
ting ; if it have that efFe^ at fome times, but not at o- 
thers, -it is evident that the aiTent is fufpended, or inter- 
mitted, and not adually exercifed at thefe intermiflions : 
if a man were really and fully perfuaded, that if he took 
fuch a journey to-morrow, he fhould certainly break his 
leg, he would as certainly not go: or if he were under a 
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certftiii perfkaficm, diat if he took fucli a dni^» he AcnAd 
certainlf peconrer bis jk>ft hesilth> it were as tr^tsun he 
would drink it : and if a man were a<fl«a11y and full^ 
perffiaded, that if he vied luch a means hie (hoald attain: 
«verlailiag happineis ; or, if he ihould commit iuch % 
fin, he ihould certainly iole it ; it were (carce moralff 
poffible, that a reafonabk man in his wits, would onut 
t&e one, or coaamit the other. 

And to faf , this4s but an hlftorical faith, and t^t the 
devils have as much, they believe and tremble, aad diey 
do as fully a^ent to divine truths as any can do, yet it 
avails them not ; concludes nothing : the reafon is evi- 
dent, becaufe the fklvadon to be attained, aad the faith 
which is the inftrument to attain it, concerns them not, 
neither are they in a ftate to be advantaged by it; but it 
is otherwife with men. if I Ihould acquaint a ftranger 
liiat if my j(bn doth fuch a thtngi I wiH give my fon five 
pounds ; though the dranger believes it. as really true as 
any thing in the world, yet it puts him' not upon the 
adion, becaufe as he is not ccmcarned in the reward, lb-he 
is not concerned in the n^pans : but according to the be- 
lief that my ion 'hath, it win, or win not put him upon 
the a^ion : if he believe me not, he will not do it at all ; 
if he believe it faintly and doubtingly,. he will perform 
tlie adicm accordingly; but if he believe it truly and ful-, 
ly, and fet any value upon the reward, he will perform 
it cheerfully ; for he is concerned in the reward, and in 
the means to attain it. 

Faith therefore is a firm affent to the facred truths, 
whether the truths relate to things paft, as that God' 
made the world, that ChrifV the Meffiah is come in the 
fk%, ^c. or, to things profent ; as that almighty God' 
beholds all I do, and knows all I think, or that he is^a re- 
conciled Father to me in Chrift Jefus ; or thmgs to come, 
which principally excit« thofe two great movers of the 
foul, hope and fear, in relation to t^e future life of re- 
wards and puniihments. 

V. I come to the fifth thing, viz. How faith ovcrcom- 
cth the world, which takes m thefe two confidcratioris. 
1. How that is, in what degree. 2., How that is, by 
what method or means. Touching the former of thefe, 
namely, the degree of the vidory that faith gives, it is 
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t vi<5torf , but not a vi£lorf to utter cxtcrmlnatt<m* The 
Captain of our falvatioa indeed overcame the world, to- 
tally, perfe<aiy, John xvi. 33. Our vi6l»ry is not compleat,* 
nor perfe<^ on this fid^ death ; but it is fuch a vidory, as 
leaves ftili an adverfary to conteft with us, though not 
to fubdue and conquer us. It is a vi(aory, but not with- 
out a continued warfare, 

2. Touching the method, whereby our faith over- 
cometh the world, I ihall fay fometiiing in general, and 
fomething more particularly, with relation to the world 
under the former acceptations. 

In general therefore, the great method whereby faith 
overcometh the world, is by re^Slifying our judgments, 
and removing thofe miftakes that are, in us concerning 
the world, and our own condition, i. Some things there 
are in the world, which we fet an efteem, and value, 
and love upon, which deferve rather our hatred or de- 
teftation \ as our (ins, the irregularities of pur lufts and 
paffions, and thofe degenerate plants that arife from 
them; as pride, ambition, revenge, intemperance, &c. 
Thefe we account our right hands, and our right eyes, 
in our ftate of natural darknefs. Faith rectifies this mi- 
^ake of our judgment, by (hewing us the law and will of 
Cod revealed by Chrift, whereby we find that theife are 
our difeafes, diftempers, and fickneffes, repugnant to the 
will, image, and command of God; that they are our 
lols, and our danger, and our ruin ; and therefore not 
to be entertained, but mortified and crucified. 2, Some 
things there are in, the world, that we may allow fome- 
what of our afie^ons unto, but we over-value them« 
We reckon wealth, and honours, and powers, the great* 
t?ft happinefs imaginable, knd therefore intenfely defire 
them ; fickneifes, and a£[li(5lions, and injuries, and loiTes, 
the greateft mifery imaginable, and therefore we fear 
them exceffively, we are intolerably difcontented under 
them. Faith rectifies our miftakes herein, gives a juft 
value of thefe things, (hews us the law of God, check- 
iag and forbiding immoderate affedlions or pailious to 
be exercifed about them; affures us that we are, ag' 
well under the view and obfervation, as under the care 
and regiment of the great Lord of heaven and earth, and 
therefore expctfls our great moderation in relation to ex-- 
Voi.. L Z temah» 
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ternals. 3. And principally, for the moft part, the chil- 
dren of men efteem this life the uttermoft term anjd limit 
of their happinefs or mifery ; and therefore make ii their 
v^hole bufinefs by all means pofllble, to make their Jives 
here as iplendid and glorious, as delightful and pleafant 
as it is podible; and uie all meaiis, whether 'honeft or 
s , cliihoneft, fit, or unfit, to fecure themfelves in the good 
they have, and to avoid any thing that is grievous or 
troublefome. And if they cannot compafs. it, they fink, 
and defjpond, and murmur, and die tinder it, as the on- 
ly hell imaginable ; or if they have any thoughts of a 
future ftate after death, yet they are but languid, faint, 
and fcarce believed in any tolerable degree, and fufpec- 
ted rather as the impoftures of politicians, or fables of 
poets, than having any real truth in them. Faith rcdtir 
fies this miilake^ and affures us there is a judgment to 
come, a. ftate of rewards and punifhments of a far higher 
nature than this world can afford, or indeed apprehend ; 
that the happinefs of that life outbids all the greateft and 
tnoft glorious entertainments that this world can afford, 
and will infinitely exceed the greateft loffes or croiles that 
this world can yield. And on the other fide, the pu- 
nifhments of that life will infinitely over-balance all the 
pleafures and contentments that this life here can yield, 
and the memory of them will but inhance the rate and de- 
gree of thofe torments ; and that accordingly as men ipend 
their lives in this (hort tranfitory life, either in obedienqc 
or difobedience unto the divine will, accordingly the re- 
tribution of everlafting rewards and puniihments, will be 
there given. This view of the future ftate, prefented by 
faith to the foul, will have thefe two great effeds, in or- 
der to the fubduing and conquering of the world with-^ 
out us, by rendering it poor, inconfiderable, contempti- 
ble, in comparifon of thofe everlafting joys and happi- 
nefs of the next life ; and the world within us, by chain- 
ing up our exhorbitant lufts and paffions under the fear 
of the judgment to come, and by ordering, compofing, 
and regulating them in contemplation of the great re- 
ward annexed to our dutiful obedience unto God in thii 
life. 

But I ftiall come to particulars, and follow that tra^ 
ttkdt is before given^ in the diiitributioa of the world, as 
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well within as without ift ; and confider the particular 
method of faith in fubduing and conquering them, i, 
l^herefore in reference to the world within us ; namely, 
I. Ourpaflions. 2. Our lufts. 

I» As for our paffions. i . Faith diretfls their placing 
upon their due obje6ts, by difcovering what are the tru« 
and proper obje<5ts of them, out of that large and com- 
prehenfive law of God, which prefents them as iuch to 
the foul, and to be obferved under the pain of the dif- 
pleafure of the glorious and almighty God. 2. Upon the 
fame account, it teacheth our paGiions and alPe(5tions 
moderation in their exercife, even about their proper ob- 
jects, and due fubordination to the fupreme love a man 
owes to the fupreme good, God almighty. 3. Upon the 
fame account it teacheth us, under our obligation of duty 
to God, to cut off, crucify and mortify the^difeafes and 
corruptions of paffions, as malice, envy, revenge, pride, 
Yain-glory, oftentation. 

n. In reference to our defires. i. Natural, it teach- 
eth us great moderation, temperance, fobriety; it tells 
us thefe very natural propenfions are apt to grow unruly, 
and confequently hurtful ; and therefore that we are to 
keep them in fubje<£tion, and under difcipline, both to 
iceligion and to reafon : and this it doth, by afluring us 
that fuch is the will and law of our Creator ; by affuring 
us that the fame almighty God is the con^^ant obferver of 
all our moft intimate deportments ; it aifares us that the 
Son of God died to redeem us from the captivity of our 
Jufts ; that if we be kept ftill in fervitude under them, we 
make an ungrateful return to his love, and what in us 
lies, difappoint him of the end of his fnfferings: it fhews 
us the great falfenefs, deceit and treachery of thefe lufts, 
' that they are ready upon every occafion to rebel againft 
God and his Isfw placed in our fouls ; that they are upon 
every occafion ready to betray us to our worft enemy, and 
if they once get loofe from difcipline and fubjcvflion, they 
are hard to be reclaimed ; and tiierefore mAft be kept un- 
der a careful, vigilant, and auftere difcipline ; that if we do 
fo order them, we are fafe in a great meafure from the temp- 
tations of the world and the devil, who could not hurt us 
without the compliance, inordinatenefs, treachery, and 
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correipondence of thefe clofe enemies witbin us» i* As 
rouchbg thofe degenerate and corrupt lu(ls» as cove- 
toufnefsy naaliccy envy ; faith doth, firft of all, in gene- 
ral (hews us, that they are prohibited by the great Lord 
and Law-giver of heaven and earth, and that under ie* 
vere penalties; again, fecondJy, it Ihews us that they are 
the great depravers and embaiers of our nature, the di^ 
fiurbers of the peace, fecurity, and tranqi:uUity of our 
minds; again, thirdly, it (hews us that they are vain> 
impertinent, and unueceflTary perturbations, fuch as can 
never d6 us any real good, but feed our vain imaginatt- 
ons with deceits inftead of realities. But particular in- 
ftances in relation to thefe feveral lufls, will reiuler thefe 
truths more evident, i . Therefore for covetoufneis, or 
immoderate defire of wealth ; and ambition^ the immo- 
derate dcfire of honour, or power; we (hall fee how 
faith, or trQe afTent to the truths of God revealed in his 
word doth corre^ and crucify this luft, and that princi- 
pally by thefe enfuing confidcrations. i. Faith diibover* 
to us that the great Lord of heaven and earth, to whonii 
we owe a moft univerfal and indifpenfabJe obedience, 
hath forbidden this luft ; hath told us that we muft not 
be over-folicitous for the things of this life, and we have 
no rcafon to fufpedl his wifdom in fuch prohiUtions, for 
he is infinitely wife, and knows bcft what is fitted for us 
to do, or not to do ; neither have we cau fc to fufpc<5t hi& 
love to us, or to think he envies us in his commands, 
cither to enjoin what might be hurtful for us, or to for- 
bid what might be beneficial to us : for it was his free 
and immenfe love that gave us at firft our being, and 
therefore certainly he can never envy us any thing that 
might be good or convenient for that being, which he at 
firft freely, gave, and ftill freely continues to us. 2. Faith 
fhews us the vanity and lownefs of fuch defires, reminds 
us that when death comes, all thefe objeils will be utter- 
ly infignificant ; that they are tranfient, uncertain oh- 
jeds, ft!ch.as are not only fitted barely for the meridian 
of this life, but fuch as oftentimes take wings and fly 
away from us before we leave them ; fuch as their very 
enjoyment fatisfies not, but inftead of fatisfa6ttoix, are 
oftentimes vexations and thorns to afflidt us. 3. Faith. 
prefcats us with better things, more iafe Co be defired, 
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more eafily to be obtained, more fecurely to be kept ;. 
namely, oar peace with God, and the firm and found 
affurance of everlafting happinefs^ 4. Faith prefents uS- 
with an affiiranee of the divine particular providence 
which gi\Aes and takes away, and^ grants or denies the^ 
things upon which our defires are thus fixed, and tljere-- 
fbre renders our immoderate cares and thoughtfulnefs for* 
the bufinefs of this life, either necdlefs or vain. ** Your 
•• heavenly Father knoweth* that you have need lof alll 
•* thefe thing? ;" commands us^^ to caft^ our care upon^ 
Bim, for he carethfor us that knows what is fitteft foK us ^ 
if abundance, he is^ able to fupply us without our tortur* 
Hig ourfelves with care or iblicitoufhefs^ if the contrary^ 
either we covet in vain, and our endeavours ihall be dif* 
appointed',, or at lead they fhall be giveni but a curfe andi 
Yexationvn'th them, given- us in anger,, given us- to ou©* 
liur t : and' the fame may be^- faid in ail points in itlation to^ 
ambition- and defire of honours or powers. 2. i^gaix^^ 
fn relatfon^to^ malice, or envy, ag^ihft the profperity (rf ae- 
thers, faith« Ihews us how vain and foolilh a thing.it iit*; 
and the rather, becaufe the wife and great God is the dlJP^ 
penfer c^ all things,- hath^ the abfolute and unlimicedfirO'^ 
prietyin them, difpofeth, them a<:cordingito his own goodl 
pfeafure. What reafbn hath any man to envy that di{*^ 
pofal which the God of heaven. makes 4^ Aga^i 3^ Porro*^ 
venge, the great Lord of the world, hath refervedtliata*^ 
a branch of his own flipreme: prerogative.'; "vengeance is^^ 
** mine, faith tSe Lord.*' Whut have.you^6ri tO'do to» 
mvade his prerogative? iris- his own right,, and' Ke, be(£;. 
Knows when, and^ where, and/ in* what degree^ to. exeR*^ 
oife it, 

2. \ come to the confideratibn of the.' wtorld witKout?: 

xifi, as that which' poffibly is here principally intended J, 

and^the^viftbry (tf the Chriftian byhis faith^ove^it: andl 

firft in relation to the natural worldl. This • world, . as> 

Bath been obferved, is in itfelf very« goodj.and the'evill 

that arifeth from it, is only occafionatV' which is- thus;; 

it is a goodly place*, fitted with all g^^ateful obje«5t& tooUr* 

fenfes, fu 11 of variety, and pleafantnefs*, arid the foul faft^- 

ening upon them, is ready with Peter in theraqimtto» 

conclude, ** That it is good to be here;" and therefore* 

grows cai'ciels of the thoughts of another (late after death; . 

Z i, , Oi^' 
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or to think of the -pafTage to it, or making provlfion for 
it ; but to fet up its hope, and happineft, and reft in it ; 
and in thefe delights and accommodations that it yields our 
fenfes : faith overcometh this part of the world, by aflur- 
ing the fouJ, that this lower world is only the place of 
our probation, not of our happineis ; our inn, not our 
home. It prefents to tho' mind a ftate of happinefs, to 
be attained after death, infinitely furpaffing all the con- 
tents and conveniencies that this world can yield; and 
that one great means to attain it is, by fetting our hearts 
iipon it, and not upon the world, but ufing this prefent 
world not as the end of our hopes, but as our pai&ge t<x 
it ; and to carry a watchful hand over our defires and de* 
lights towards tt, or in it ; that it ileal not away our 
heart from our everlafting treafure ; to carry a fobcr and 
temperate mmd towards it, and the ufe of it, as in the 
light of that Cod that lends it ns, to excite our thankful- 
siefs and try our obedience, not to rob him of the lovc» 
and fervice, and duty we owe unto him. In fbort, the 
methods whereby faith overcometh this part of the world,, 
are thefe. i. By giving us a true eftimate ©fit, to pre- 
vent us from over- valuing it. 2. By frequent reminding^ 
of us, that iA is fitted only to the meridian of ttns life» 
"which is ihort and tranfitory, and paiieth away. 3. B^r 
prefenting uq^o us a ftate of future happmefs^ that mfi- 
^leii|l^ furpaffeth it. 4. By difeovering our duty in ouf 
•walk through il, namely, of great, moderation and vigi- 
lancy • 5 . Sy pre^cntiftg untP v» the example of the Cap- 
tain of our felration, his deportment in ic, and towards 
It. 6. By aflTtmng us that we arc but ftewards unto the 
great Lord oft^e tamily of heaven smd earth for fo much 
as' we ikave oj^ it, amd that to hiQ[» we mwft give as- account 
of our fte^^^artffiip, 7. By al&ring us, that oui? great 
liOrd and**Mafter is a conftaat obferver dfall our deport- 
ment in it. 8. Ai>d that he will moft certainly g;ive a^ re- 
ward proportionabk to the management of. our truft andl 
ftewardfliip; viz. if done £ncerely, faithfully, and ebc^ 
diently to our great Lord and Mailer, a reward rf evei> 
lafting happinefs and glory ; but if done falfely, finfully,. 
and difobediently, then a reward q£ everla^ng lofs and 
mifery. 

2 • As to the iecond kind of world, th^ naafigsumi wor l^ 

of 
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ef evil men and evil angels ;. and tberein fir ft in relatt(» 
tathe evil counfels, and evil exatnaplcs, that folicicor tempt 
us to the breach of our duty to God : the methods where- 
by faith overcometh this part of the malignant world, 
are thefe. i . It prefents unto us our duty that we owe 
to God, and which we are bound indifpenfably to obferve 
under the great penalty of lofs of our happinefs. 2. It 
preients us with the great advantage that we have in o- ^ 
beying God, above whatfoever advantage we can have iik 
obeying or fdlowing the finful examples, counfek, or 
commands of tlus world ; and the great excefs of our dif- 
advantage in obeying or following the evil examples or 
counfels of the world* And this makes him at a point 
vith thefe folicitations, peremptorily to conclude, it is. 
better to obey God than man; and with Jc^cph, ** How 
•« can I do this great wickednels, and fin againft God I** 
3 . It prefents almighty God ftridtly obferving our carriage 
tn relation to thefe temptations, 4. It prefents us with 
the difpleafure and indignation of the f^m« God, in cafe 
^e defert him, and follow the finful examples, or coun* 
jfels of men ; and with the great favour, love, approbati- 
on, and reward o£ almighty God, if we keep our fidelity 
,and duty to him. 5 . It prefents us with the noble Exam- 
ple of our Uefiied Saviour. 6. It prefents us with the 
tranfcfendant love of God m Chrift Jefus, ,who to redeem 
and refcue us firom the nuiery of our natural condition,, 
and from the dominion of fin, and to make us a peculiar 
people zealous of gcxxi wcM-ks, chofe to become a eurfe 
and die for us, the greateft obligation of love and grati- 
tude and duty imaginable : aiud then it leaves the foul im- 
partially to judge, which is better of the two ; and whe- 
ther this malignant world can propound any thing that 
can be an equivalent motive to follow their commands or 
examples, or that can equal the love o£ our Saviour, the 
reward of etematl life, and the favour of the ever glorious 
God ; all which muft be denied and loft, by a finful com- 
pliance with evil counfels, commands^ or examples of an 
evil world. It is true the world can perchance reward 
my compliance herein with honour, and applaufe, and 
favour smd riches ; or they can puniih my neglects witli 
reproach, and fcom, and k^s, and poverty, and it may 
be WAtb death : but w&at proportion do thefe bear to the 

fa- 
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fevour and love of God, ancf eternal recboipcnce of glory 
and endlefs happinefs ? The terms therefore of my obed©-- 
cnce to the loving and gracfous God (to whom I owe vny 
utmoft duty and obedience, though there were no reward- 
attending It) do infinitely out-bid, and out- weigh' whatib- 
ever a fmfuF world can either give or inflidl. And fecond^ 
ly, as to the other part or fcene of thf* malignant worlds 
perfecutions, reproaches, fcoms, yea death itfdf, faiths 
prefents the foul not only with the foregoing confiderati'-- 
©ns, afnd that glorious promSe, ** Be faithful unto death, 
•* and I will give thee a crown of Kfe;" but fomc other 
confidcrations that sure peculiarly proper to thfs condition^ 
viz. I. That it is this ftate, that our blefltd Saviour hath 
not only foretold, but hath annexed » fpeciaF promife of 
bleflednefs unto it, *• BlefTed are they that arc perfecuted- 
*• for pighteoufnefs lake, for theirs is the kingdom of hea- 
♦^ venJ* 2. That there have gone before us a noble 
•loud of examples m all ages, yea the Captain of our fal- 
vation was thus made perfect by fuffering ; that tho' it i% 
troubleforae, it is but fhort, and ends with death, whichl^ 
will be the pafTage into a ftate of incorruptible happinefs :• 
and this was that that made the three children cry out,. 
at a point when the greateft monarch in the world was 
ready to infTtd the fevereft death upon them ; " Our God: 
** whom we ferve,, is able to deliver us, &c, but if not^, 
•* know, G king, that we will not worfliip thy graven i- 
•* mage which thou haft fet up." And therefore our 
blefled Saviour redoubles the injundlibn of our fear toward^ 
him that can dfeftroy both body and foul in hell, but foF^ 
bids any fear g( fucit perfecutors, who can only deftroy^ 
the body, and then can do no more; Kud certainly thar 
man that hath fuU affurance ©f an eftfeem with the greaC 
God of heaven and earth, of an incorruptible weigh tt 
and crown of glbry the next moment after death, mu({; 
needs have a low eftecm of the reproaches, and fcoms, - 
and perfecutions of men for righteoufoefs fake; andfo' 
much the rather, becaufe that very fkvour with Godj and! 
that very Crown of happihefs that he expedls, is enhanced* 
by thefe very fcoms'and thofe very affli&ions. For, «* our 
«* light afflidions which arc here for a moment, work for 
** us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." 
J. Concerning the third kind of world, nameljr, the 

pro* 
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provicfentia} "nrorld, confiding in external difpenfaticns of 
adverfity and proiperity. And firft concerning the dark 
part of the world, namely adverfity, as cafualities, iifues 
of wealth or friends, fickneiles, the common effects where* 
«f are impatience, dinrufl, murmuring, and unquietnefs* 
Faith conquers this part of the world, and prevents thefe 
evil confequences, which either temptations from without, 
or corruptions from within are apt to raife. i . Faith 
prefents the foul with this affurance, that all external oc« 
currences come from the wife difpenfation or permiflion 
of the mod glorious God;, they come not by chance* 
2. That the glorious God may, even upon the account 
of his own fbvereignty, an<f pro imperhy infli(a what he 
pleafeth upon any of his creatures in this life. ^. Thl^t 
yet whatfoever he doth in this kind, is not only an tEtdi 
of his power and fovcreignty, but of his wifdom, yea, 
and of his goodnefs and bounty. No affliction can befat 
any man, but it mufl be ufeful for his inftrudion or pre- 
vention. 4. That the beft of men defcrve far worfe at 
the hands of God than the worft afHi<5tions that ever did, 
or ever can befal any man in this life. 5. That there 
have been examples of greater affliction, that have befal« 
len better men in this life : witnefs Job, and that excel- 
lent Pattern of all patience and goodnefs, even as a man, 
our Lord Chrift Jefus. 6. That thefe afflictions are fent 
for the good even of good men ; and it is their fault and 
' weaknefs if they have not that effeCt. 7 . That in the 
midft of the fevereft afflictions, the favour of God to the 
foul, difcovering itfelf like the fun (hining through a 
cloud, gives light and comfort to the foul. 8. That al- 
mighty God is ready to fupport them that believe in him, 
and to bear them up under all their afflictions, that they 
fliail not fink under them. ' 9. That whatfoever, or how 
great foever the afflictions of this life ^re, if the name be 
blafted with reproaches, the eftate wafted and confumed 
by fire from heaven, if friends are loft, if hopes and ex* 
peCtations are difappointed, if the body be macerated with 
pains and difeafes, yet faith prefents to the believer fome- 
thing, that can bear up the foul under thefe, and many 
more preflures ; namely, that after a few years or days 
are fpent, an eternal -ftate of unchangeable and f erfeCt 
bappinefs will fucceed: that death, the worft of tempo- 
ral 
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rai evils, will cure all thofe maladies, and deliver up t^ 
foul into a ftate of endlefs comfort and blefiednefs : and 
therefore he bears all this "with patience, and quietneft, 
and contendednefs, and chearfulnels, and difappoints the 
world in that expedlation, wherein its ftrength in retatioli 
to this condition, lies, namely, it conquers all impatience^ 
murmuring, and unquietnefs of mind. 

2. As to the fecond part of this providential worlcf, 
namely profperity, which in truth is the more dangerous 
condition of the two, without the. intervention of the di- 
vine grace ; the foils that the world puts upon men by 
this condition, are commonly pride, infolence, carnal fc- 
eurity, contempt or negledt of duty and religion, luxury, 
and the like. The method whereby faith overcometk 
this part of the^ world, and thofe evil confequences that 
arife from it, are thefe : i , Faith gives a man a true and 
equal eftimate of this condition, and keeps a man from 
over-valuing it, or himfelf for it ; lets him know it is very 
uncertain, very cafual, very dangerous, and cannot out-, 
laft this life : death will come and fweep down all the/e 
cobwebs. 3. Faith affures him, that almighty God ob- 
ferves his whole deportment in it ;- that he hath given 
him a law of humility, fobriety, temperance, fidelity^ 
and a caution not to trail in uncertain riches ; that he 
muft give an account of his ftewardfhip alfo to the great 
Mafter of the family of heaven and earth ; that he will 
duly examine all his itemi, whether done according to his 
Lord's commiffion and command ; and it lets him know 
the more he hath, the greater ought his care to be, be- 
caufe his account will be the greater. 3. Faith lets hioa 
know, that the abundance of wealth, honour, friends, 
applaufe, fucceflfes, as they laft no longer than this Ihort 
tranlitory life, and therefore cannbt make up his happf- 
nefs,' no nor give ^ man any eafe or refcue from a fit of 
the ftone, or colic : fo there is an everlafting ftate of hap- 
pinefs or mifery, that mtift attend every man after death. 
And on the other hand, all the glory and fplendor, and 
happinefs, that this inferior world can aflFord, is nothing 
in comparifon of that glory that (hall be revealed to, and 
enjoyed by them that believe and obey, 1 . Nothing in re- 
ipedl of its duration ; if a man fhould live a thouland years, 
yet that mull have an end j and the Very pre-apprehenlr- 
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•n of an end is enough to da(h, and blaft, and wither 
any happinefs even while it rs enjoyed ; but that happinefs 
that fucceeds after death, is an everlafting happinefs. 2. 
Nothing in refpedt of its degree ; there is no fincere, com* 
pleat, perf^d happinefs in this world ; it is mingled with 
evils, with fears, with viciflitudes of forrow and trouble ; 
but the happinefs of the next life is perfect, (incare, and 
unmixed with any thing that may allay it : and upon thele 
accountis, faith, (** which is the fubftance of things 
** hoped for, and the evidence of things not feen," and 
therefore by a kind of anticipation gives a prefcnce to the 
foul of ^ thofe future joys) renders the bed happinefs this 
world below can yield, but languid and poor, like the 
light of a candle in the prefence of the fun. On the o- 
ther fide, the mifery that after death attends the mif- 
fpent preferit life, over-balanceth all the goiod that this 
life ian yield, both in its degree and duration ; and there- 
fore with the pre-apprehenfion of it, it foures and allays 
aH the good that is in the greateft happinefs of this life. 
4. Paith doth affure every believing foul, that as furfe as he 
now liveth, and enjoyeth that worldly felicity he hath, fb 
furely, if he, in belief and obedience to t:he will of God, 
revealed in and through Ghrift, Ihall ufe his ftewardfhip 
thereof foberly, faithfully and obediently, he fhall enjoy 
that everlafting happinefs that thus out-weigheth the beft 
temporal felicity : and on the other fide, if he fhall ufe 
his profperous condition vainly, proudly, infolently, un- 
faithfully, intemperately, this Ihort felicity that he hath 
here, fhall be attended with an endlefs and exceffive 'mife- 
ry unto all eternity. 

And now thus, .upon thefe accounts and methods, 
fi^fth overcometh this world of external profperity. The 
corruption in the heart, and the temptations of the evil 
one, and of evil men, would prefently improve this con- 
dition, to make the man proud, infolent, intemperate, 
luxurious, fecure, trufting in uncertain riches, forgetful 
of God and religion : but by the means before- mentioned, 
faith conquers the world herein, difappoints the corrup- 
tion of the hearty the fubtilty of the devil, the temptati- 
ons of evil men, and brings the man into a low efleem of 
his own external happinefs; keeps him in a high and jud 
Talttatioa of heaven; keeps him temperate, fober, watch- 
ful 
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ful» humble, faithful, juft; makes him mindful ::>f hts 
account, and fhidious and induflrious for the attaining 
and fecuring of an cverlafting ftate of happinefs ; and that 
when death (hall render all his wealth, and honour, and 
applaufe, and fuccefles, and glor^, to be poor, empty, 
infipid things, yet he"^ may have and enjoy a fixed, per- 
manent, everlafling ftate of bleffednefs and glory with the 
«ver glorious- God, the blefled Redeemer, the holy angels^ 
and the fpirks of juft men made perfect. 



Of H U M I L I T Y: Its oppoficc Vices, 

Benefits, and Me as s teacstiir^ it. 

Paov. ill. 34. Jambs iv. 6. i Pet.>v. 5. 
Ccd rejijitth the proudy and gtveth grace /« the humhU. 

PRIDE and humility are two oppofite habits or diC* 
pofitions of the mind ; and therefore the difcuflioa 
and examination of the latter, will of itfelf give us a dif- 
covery of the former ; and the difcovery of the benefits 
and advantage of the virtue of humility, will give us alfo 
an account of the mifchiefs and inconveniences of pride* 
that is its oppofite vice. 

In the examination of the true nature of humility, we 
muft take notice that there are two extremes, and betweea 
thefe the virtue of humility is placed. 

The two extremes are, in the excefs, pride, and in the 
defeat, bafenefsof mind. 

Pride arifeth from an over-valuation of a man's felf, or 
a want of a due fenfe of his dependency upon almighty 
God. And though all pride be an extreme fooliih diftem- 
per of the mind, yet fome kind of pride is far more un- 
reafonable and vain than other: namely, that kind c^ 
pride that arifeth from fuch obje<5ls that are lefs valuable 
in themfelves, or left his own that grows proud of them. 

It is a foolifh thing for a man to be proud of the en- 
dowments of his mind : as wit, memory, Judgment, pr 
dence, policy, learning, Hiay, of a man*s goodnefs, v 
tue, juftice, temperance, integrity : for though thefe . 

moi 
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<»ioft a itian*s own, yet he.hatk thetti by tlic hotthty and 
Koodnefs of that God to whom be owes his being. *« What 
•• haft thou which thOu haft not received ?" Thefe are 
matters indeed to ftir wp the gratitude to the giver of 
them, but not fufScient grounds to make thee proud. 
Again, tho* the things themfelves be excellent, and more 
thine own than any other outward thing, yet thou art 
t«t a temfporaiy owner of them ; a vioknt fever, or a fit 
-of a palfic, or a'poplexy, may rob thefe of All theft en- 
dowments, and thou mayft poflSbly over-live thy wit, 
thy parts, thy learning ; and if thott efcapeft thefe dOn- 
•c'nftions, yet if thou live to old age (a thing that naturally 
aH rafen defire) that wtll abate, if not wholly antiquiite, 
thy wtt, leamtng, and parts ; and it is a foolifh thing for 
a man to be proud of that which he is not fuVe to keep 
while he lives, and niraft lofe at laft ih a gfealt meafure 
When he dies, eVcti by reafdn of that very pride which ac- 
companies them here. Again, that very pride which ac- 
•cofihpanies thole "exceHent pscfts ktid habits, is the very- 
thing that ctther spoils, or veiT' much debafeth arid dii- 
j>arageth them, both in the fight of God and m*n ; it i^ 
tike the dead fly in the confe^^fion, the wo*rm at the bot- 
tom of the goard, that taints and withers the^ excel- 
lencies, and rendfers them either COritemptible, or at leaft 
BMich left valtrable. The more a man values himfelf for 
thofe things, the left he is valued by othfe'rs ; and it is a 
thoufand to one, that this foolira v^H humour of pride, 
itfingles ibme odd, famcifrf, ridiculous. Or unfavory in- 
gredient ih the a6Hons Or 'dcfportments of ilrch men, tho* 
of eminent parts and abiKtics: ib that they receive more 
reproach or cenfurc by therr pride, than they receive ap- 
f^Iaufe by their parts : fbr as <jod rfefifts the proud, <b 
doth mankind alio, and their v^ry pride give their adver- 
&ries advantage. 

And as pride of parts, and habits of thfe mind, is a 
fcolKh thing 4 fo pride of bodily endowments is yet more 
foolifh and vain ; bclcauft it is raifed npon a thmj]; of a 
hafer allay thati the fonner ; foch as are beauty, ftature, 
ftrength, agility; fofr though thefe area man's own, yet 
they-are things that are, not only fubj<*^ft to more cafual- 
ties than the former, lint they ate but of an inferior na- 
ture. 

V^L. I. A a Again, 
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Again, yet qiore vain and foolifh is that pride that is 
raifed upon things that are either purely adventitious or 
foreign, or in the mere power of other men; as pride of 
wealth, of honour, of applaufe, of fuccelfes in adionsy 
of titles, gay cloaths, many attendants, great ^equipage, 
precedency, and fuch little acceflions : and yet it is ad- 
mirable to obferve the vaiiity of the generality of mankind 
in this refpeft ; there is fcarce a man to be found abroad in 
the worlds who hath not fome elation of mind, upon the 
account of theie and the like petty, vain, inconiiderable 
advantages ; in all profeflions, as well ecclefiaftical as fe- 
cular ; in all ranks and degrees of men, from the courtier, 
to the page and foot-boy; in all ages, as well old as 
young, almoft every perfon hath fome hofaiby^horfe or 
other wherein he prides himielf. • 

And this humour of pride doth rarely contain itfelf 
within the breaft of that perfon wherein it lodgeth (the* 
if it wpnt no farther it is fooliih enough) but fpreads itfelf 
into numerous branches : Aich as are contempt and fcorn 
of others ; contention and animofity againft thofe, that in 
any degree crofs them ; ambition ; envy againft any that 
are above them ; vain- glory and oftentation ; hunting af- 
ter applaufe ; dedre and delight in flattery and adulation 
of others ; impatience of controul, or contradi^on, or 
difappointment of what they affe^ ; and detraSion from 
the v^orth or value of others. 

And befides the diflurbance that it makes abroa4, it is 
an intolerable difeafe in the foul that is poilefTed there* 
with, renders his life miferable, and puts it in the power 
of every man to be his tormentor: if a poor man, a Mor- 
decai, deny but his cap or his knee, it makes Haman 
flark (ick and half mad, Eflh. v. 1 3. All his honour and 
glory, and favour, went for nothing, fo long as Mor- 
decai fat in the gate, and did him no reverence. Any 
imall negled or affront j any crofs in expectation, any 
little inconfiderable difappointment in what he fets his 
mind upon,* difbrders him even to diftraftion. 

The other extreme is, bafenefs and fordidncft of mind« 
which though it carries the fhadow of humility, yet it is 
indeed quite another thing. And tho' fbmetimes, as in 
pride j .fo m this cf bafenefs of mind, the complexion and 
temperament may have an influence^ yet it is moft com- 
monly 
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inonly. upoh another account; namely, when a man is 
forlornly given ovcr;>to the love of wealth, or honour, or 
of bodily pleafures or lufts : this doth make him proftitute 
himfelf to any bale - fordid means, or compliances,^ to 
xompafs and attain thofe ends : there is nothing fo bafe or 
unworthy, that fucha-raan will not undertake, or do, to 
the attainmeixt of what he thu$ defigns : fiich are the 
bafe flattery of men in power; ugly compliance with 
their humours, tho'-moft naufeous and unfavoury : creep- 
ing, and cringing,, even alnu)fl to the adoration of them ; 
making pitiful addrefles to their meaneft dependents, even 
as low as pages and foot- boys, performing the moft un- 
warrantable offices for them ; and many times an exter- 

- nal diiguiie, a Ihape of lowlinefs and humility in gefture, 
ihape, habits, and deportment, till they can attain their 
ends; like the monk, that was always looking upon the 
earth in a ihape of humility, till he was chofen abbot, 
and then changed his figure ; and being queftioned for 
his fudden change by one of his convent, anlwered, •* In 
. •* his'former pofture he was only looking for the keys of 
** the abbey, but now he had found them, he needed 
** not the former pofture •" 

And this bafenefs of mind, is many times alfo the effe£l 
of the fear- of men, which many times works fo mucb'u- 
pon the mind, that it carries men to bafe and unworthy 
compliances. 

But true humility is a virtue and" temper of mind of 
another nature, and anfing from b^ter principles. It is 
a lowly frame and habit of fpirit arifing from the due 
ienfe of the giwous excellency of the almighty God, and 
our own frailty and infinnities, and of our intire depen- 
dence upon his bounty, goodncfs, mercy, whereby we 
ahe under a conftant, firm and found convi^ion, that alf 
that rs in us, or that is enjoyed, or can be expeiSed by us, 
is from the free undeferved liberality of that glorious 
God. ' 

So'that although poffibly the help oS complexion, and - 
conftitution, and education, may be contijbutary to the 
moreeafy acqueft and exercife of this virtue;, yet it is in 
itlelfthe effe<5kofa mind truly and foundly principled, 

' 2'Tim. i. 7. " The fpirit of a found tnind.'* And this 
humillty^of the mind is not barely in the external habit or 

A. a a counter- 
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counterfeited deportmeat ; qo^ay tioDes Q( fffmesA^ imi^9* 
leral^ljc pride, is clothed with, tl^e raaoitje of ksvuHt^ ; 
but principally it is ropted in the yevj mind icfelf, and 
for tne moft; ps^rt evifdcncetl^ lU bjeiag ih^ife^ 1^ tliej^ en- 
fuing particulars^ 

a. A moft a,wful and fincere fe^erence of tbe gre«it 
9nd glorious Gpd ;. 9n ha!bitual prpftration of our foui» 
always befo]:e him, as the grea.t aiad g^orio^s Soyef eiga 
of heaven and earth, i^ whofe ^efea<;e we ^l^ws^ys s^q^ 
cand to vhom we owe an infinite fubje^tioa and dej^i:^ 
dence. 

2. A mod higb- and cooftant nrantude and thankful 
ni^fs of heart and -foul to him, ror aU the good we hanie 
in us» or that is ox: cai^ be enjpyed by u^ ; recogiMz'mg 
him as the ffiver of our beiag> of our £ii.cujities9 our abir 
litieS) and Urength of mind and body ; our weahh» OUT 
]ionour» our comforts, our hopes and ezpc^aticnvs; thait 
he is not only the giver of them, bat the fovercign hOFi 
of them, and may refume them when he plcafeth, 

g. Afid (;oniequ.ently upoii this, that we owe to thot 
great and fovereign Lord a diue ens^pjoyment of afl thajt Jve 
hath thus given us, to his glory and fervice; aadthail we 
tuufl therefore b^ accountable £pr them, to him who is 
our great Lord, Proprietor, and Maft^n 

4. A conilant vigilancy and attention of mind upon aU 
our thoughts, words, and a<9ions; but efpccialjy left we 
forget tliat habiti>de of mind that we thus owe to al- 
mighty God, and left pride, arrogancy, vknity, or vain- 
glory fteal in upon us • checking and plucking up the 
£rft ebullitions and xifings, the £a:ft b^dsb and. 9iotioB9 
thereof. 

5. Which i& but the confequeace of the former, a ibr 
^er-opinion cpncem^Q^ ourielvess, and all we do and fajp)- 
not thinking of ourselves above what we ought to think; 
and fince felf-loveft) naturally adheres |p us, to be verf 
jeialous of ourfelves ; efpecially in thofe a<Sbions tha^ are 
good, or that meet with ft>me applanfe in the world ; 
left we either value them too high, pr oyer- value owis 
ielves by feafon of them ; or left we are (hort in giving 
to almighty God that honour that is diae to hi.n\» aad to 
him only, for them. 

6. A diligent, ai^d imparttad^ aad f^et^HeRt eonfidera? 

' tiotu 
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tfon, and Examination), and aniimadverfion of, and upon 
our defeats and failings ; for thefe, and thefe only are truly 
and properly our o^n. There are a fort of artificial pidtures,. • 
that if a man look upon them one way , they reprefent fome- ' 
beautiful comely pet fon ; but if we look upon them another 
ijyay, they reprefent fome deformed or miihapen monfter • 
our own partiality to ourfclves prompts us to look upon' the 
pidlure of our lives and ad^onsy in that polition or pofturo 
that renders nothing but beautiful and virtuous ; and we 
have feldom the patience to look upon it in that pofition 
that may render our deformities and vices; and there- 
upon we give ourfelves the denomination accordingly of 
good and virtuous, and either do not obicrve, or do not 
]Confider our own failings and defe^. If we did as well 
confi^er our fins which we commit^ as the duties whidli^ 
we perform; and if in the confideration of our duties;* 
•we did but cos^fider Bow much more of duties we omit- 
^an we perform ; and- in the duties we perform, if we- 
did confider hfow much deadnefs, fonnality, hypocrify,- 
vain- glory ^ felf-feeking, and other unhandfome ingredi-- 
ents were mingled with them;, and iheuldlay our (ins, 
©ur omiflSons, our defe<fls in^ one fcale, and' that which- 
were really and truly duty and good, and worthy in a- 
, nother fcale ; the bed of mankind would fbon find that 
which was truly goodj in the whole cotrrfe of his life,* 
were a pitiful, flender fcantlet, and- would be infinitely' 
outweighed" by his- fihs^ omrfficMiSi and defe^ffcs ; and the 
due comparifon and'profpcA of thisj would quickly^ give 
him a ledur^ of humil i ty ; t;he good we do, would indeed t 
make us thankful, but the good we omit, the evil wie 
commit, and the deficiencies- of oar duties would make- 
us humble; 

7. Charitable opinions*of the perfons- of others, as far 
as poffibly may be. It is true,. that nertbor religion, nor' 
eharity commands, or allows, any man to fstj or think 
. that that' which is iu itfelf afin, is not fo; asthat drun- 
kennefs, or whoredom, or- pride, or vain- glory*, are not 
fins ; the law of G od , and the law'of nature tell us they 
are fins : but an humble man, fenfible of his own -fins and 
failings* will not prefently be over-cenforious of perfons, 
or pronounce them reprobates, or men wholly* deftitute 
' of the hope of falvation, but will pity tl?ieir failings and* 

A a 3_. back- 



b^ckJOidiogs ;. bait jret nat*exteraiinate them fiom Iieaineau 
9od thereia t^hsre: muft b^ duly confuiered tlie ■diBreireixce' 
between a private j^erfou,* and a pablick j^erfofv. whether 
miniiler or magiilrate ; tjic forinei:^ naaiely, a private 
perfoo, humility muft teach hijn.compaffion, charitable*^ 
jiefs, gentlenefe; but the latter^ being intrufted ia a pu* 
,blick niiniftratipn <v office,, doiK^keitwrviccs^ 4g^>^.s in^ 
perfoual humility., a$. a privai:e^ perfoQ^, n4u(^ teach hioi^ 
to be charijuble,. b\it ]^et not tx) ^ rexnl& or vfifaiihXo}^ 
in the exercife. og his oBifis. 

The faxth/si: confideration. of the p;[;iiu:1ples and cooi* 
paniou3 o£ humilit^^ will; appear in the conildeFation oT 
the fruit:;, and advantages, and benefits of true humility* 

And thefe I ftall sediKe. to thele. three relations.; i . Ix^ 
relation to almighty God: 2^ la reJbaxioa to. the humble 
perfon. himfelf. 3. la relation t^o otheit^. It is4Tue».that 
all virtues, if %}xty. be. true, aad real, iiave a aonnexioa 
one with another; they are never fingie; foe theiame 
principle that bcgetteth. one, b^gettetS all the vsSiy and 
nabituates, 'and inHiienceth the fqtil in all Its^ motions-^ 
but efpecially this vnl:ue of humility^, "when it i^genuini; 
and true, is e\%r accompanied with ali thoie escelieat 
habits and graces that perfed the foul ^ as- tlie fear and 
Joye of God, obedience to him, d^psAcbmce on him» be^ 
neficence and charity to maakind, and the>li)ce. But yet 
in theput-fuit of the fruits and advantages of humility;,, 1 
fliall apply myfelf to fuch as do.moft naiusalfy, and witb 
a kind of fecial, reaibn a^d appropriaiioa> belong to« or 
Soyf from this virtue as fuch, and as do efp^ially belong 
to its nature in a kind of abftrafk eonfideratiaii. 

I. Therefore, in relatioa to almighty. God, the hooi* 
ble^man hath in a fpectal manner theie two' great advan- 
tages. I. He receives grace, or fiivouir, or honour iroo^ 
God. 2. He receives dire^on, guidance, and couiUel 
from God. Both which are ilngularly promifed, and by 
a kind of fuitablenefs and congmity, conferred by ahnigb- 
ty God upon an humble foul. 

I . Favour, honour, and grace from God is a ipecnd 
portion of the humble man. The wife man telle us here, 
** He -gives grace to the humble." And although grace 
IS a comprchenfive word, and includes in itfelf, sot only 
favour and acceptance vrith God,, but sUfo thofe other 
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acceffioiu of the gifts of hi& bounty and goodn^is, vhUb 
come from this great giver of every pcrfed gjift, as vn£* 
4ofn, peace,, righteoufnefe, purity of heart,, and the like^ 
3(vhich are all alio the portion of a truly humble man. ^ 
gret 1 think the £3rcDer is that which is fpecially int€nde4 
Jhere ; namely, favour, honoui*, and apceptance with God» 
fp oitenexpreiSed intheoid and new teflament, by the 
phra^ of £bding.grace in. the (ighit of God. Gen. xix». 
xZr, ** Behold now I have fouijd grace in thy fight,'* 
Ji^uke.iivc 9, 10, II. '^^ He that bade thee, Ihallfay uur 
*"* to, thee> Friend, go thou up higher, then thou il^ak 
^*' have worihip Or gracer in the prefence of them that % 
^ at meat with thee.; for he that exalteth himfelf (hall 
** be abaied, and he that abaf^ himfelf ihaU be exalt^. 
'** ed.*' So that by grace is, principally intend^ favour,. 
acceptanc«> honour, and efteem, with the great and 
glorious God of heaven and- e^arthw ^nd certainly were 
there nojocher ir«ward of hi»n»lity,, than acceptance and 
flavour with "the groat fovereign of the world, i^ were re,- 
waard enough.. We fee daity what pains, and chargQ^ 
andexpence,' ats^feirvkude, nnea undergo,, to attain tl]^ 
'favour of a prince or-great man, though he be but a poor 
fiaortal worm.: and how men pkaie themfelves^ when 
they had attained fome IfCtk uapro&^ble reiped)! &om^ 
4gi:eat man. But. what ia that in compariibn of bemg in 
tgraceaftd favour whh the Kvng of kings, the Lord of 
Jkeaven ? «§9ecially^whQ]s< we confider that the favoufr or 
acceptance of the glorious: God> is not a bare uaproStabfe 
^iil&em.or j^ce, fuch as fnany times tbe great favourites 
^ princes diHsain from them.: but the iuvour and accep- 
tance of Giod is alw^s accompanied with bounty awl 
iMineficence.; aud as he-i^ the fovereign ocean of alJ^gpcKJ*. 
ib;we may be fure^he wiU be communiicativQ and liber;^ 
«£it, to fnch as he £s«vouk^.' He,, ydioie benigni^^y Is 
li^HipIy attended ^ Uie meaoeft of Ms creatures ; nay, ,<io 
the very worft of men, teannot be.parcimooMoiis, or ftrait- 
'^iladed to thofe «wh€Hn -he jkscepts, andedeems, andio^ 
nouFSw So that the hfttrahfe man finds? grace in the %bt 
of the glorious. God>; ^ad,. as aa efFe^ of that grace, the 
bodntifnt commuiUiiation of ftUneoeflary good from the 
ai«ai6iceiu:«y bouai^» cmd^libertdiity ofrhim^ tha^thusfa- 
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▼ours him : and thb is reward eiKHigh for the moft prD^ 
found humility. 

The reafon why almigh^ God accepts thns an l^um- 
ble perfon, ts the very ianie that makes him refift- the 

proud, which is this ; the great God made all things in 
the world for two ^ads, viz. i . Thereby to communicate 
bis own dtffufive goodneis and beneficence, and princi- 
pally for tlie glory of his own greatnefs, wifdom, power, 
and majelty : and altho* he receives no addition of hap- 
pinefs by the return of glory from his creatures, yet it' is 

a thing he values, his glory he will not give to another; 

, and it is unbecoming the excellency of his majefty to be 
difappointed in his end. Glory is out of its place, when' 
k is not returned to the God of gliH'y, or in* order to him.. 
It is the natural, as well as the reafonabk tribute of all- 
his creatures, and a kind of proper refledHon ofthe boun*- 
ty and fplendour of all his works unto the God that made 
them. Now the proud man ufurps that glory ^hich. is- 
due to his. Maker, and takes it to himielf ; intercepts that 
due and natural return and reflection due unto the Crea- 
tor of all. things ; takes that tribute that is due to Gocf, . 
and appKes it to himfelf ; puts glory out of its place and 
natural courfe, which it ihould hold towards the glori-- 
ous God, as the rivers do to the fea : and this ufurpati- 
on, as it is a kind of rebellion againft God, fo it inverts- 
and diforders the* true and juft natural courfe of things'; 
and therefore as the proud man herein walks contrary to^ 
God, foQod walks contrary to him. " They that ho- 
'*« nour me, twill honour; they that defpife me, (hall 
<« be lightly efteemed:'* i Sam. ii. 30. And as this is a 
naoft reafonable adl of divine juftice, {o there are two 
things that, even upon an account of natural congruity, 

' muft needs make the condition of a proud-man uneafy axKl ^ 
unhappy, in relation to almighty God. i. Every thing' 
is beautiful and ufeful, and convenient in its proper 

• place ; but when it is out of its place,^ it becomes troublft- 
fome and diforderly, like a bone out of joint, it caufeth 
difcompofure. When therefore th« proud man arrogatts 
to hirpfelf glory, and intercepts its free return to the God 
of gl'ory, to whom it belongs, glory is out of its place, 

• and diforders and difcompofeth the ufurper of it, fo that 
' he grows fick of it, fometimes to madnefs, b\it always to 
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4ift9mprr imi 4if09f9^^Qfc^. -su Tke prouS siaRr is fa 
fi^U o£ hiaifelf, aadNof the heiHHir usid glorf vjbkch he u- 
dbrps„9ad attra^. trQ Mmietf, ih^ be is. luicftpabbLe of skb 
^^ce&pn «>f grace or £ivo$ur from God ; for he thinksi he 
haJth enc^^ of l^s ewi^ and th^ obftru^s the acoei&s and 
.^radiatlpD. of t^, 4lyi^ f^^^ur» g>?aM> a^ benedi<^ofi* 
/iV^K/ fxifie$$i frMiet ulientm>^ U is the emp)^ foul, eoi^- 
^ i aie^ of pride, feH^^^oc^t* and; is^ta-.gks^^ that is 
<a{)able of fatisfa<^oiiL -with the dtvdne goodnefa. 

But Q9i t^ c<?iiirarj> the humUe iBaa hath thefe ttvo* 
^PPoAtEe gdvant^gee^ x. He candies. gloFj and hoQcur to 
hiniy tQwhom it helosigs, to ks proper ceatx^ aud coun- 
tnr ; as^gj^ely, to the ^ver gloriojas: Qo^^ andthat ocean 
of go^a^s. and p^rfefkioA that i?efides in bimt amd thts' 
j^ves the man e^iji^ and quiediefs, and coitpofure of mind;. 
.&r l^e doth 1^ u^tercept t^e tribute that is due to his Ma^ 
ker, ti[V^t p^ it 0¥«r to. the right owner. If he doth anj 
good, n(H>le,. or beconnng a^pn, he cheoVs the fii^ mo- 
tion of pridjc aad oftentation in htmiielf, and recelyes not 
the applanfi^ of others;* bi^t dh%^ aH the praife'and glo 
jfy of it, to that God ihat hath done tt \x$ him, or in him». 
or for him : " Not unto us« but to thyr naiis&. gi"^ the glo* 
** fy," Aad tfei;? gives. hi^J (ingular quietnefs., ferwity 
4nd eyenncfe of oaind>. bccaufe he i|S not fnrcharged witk 
.that whi.ch belongs not to hio^o. nor under thoie tortures, 
.^d boilings of muid» 'which this tribute due to. his Maker 
vaifeth, whea ufurped by man to whom it belongs noo. 
iAgain^ 2. By th^s humi^ty and lowlinefs of mind, the foul 
is empty, not of what it-{ho»ld haye, but of what it ihould 
ij^ot haye; and by thalt tneans, becomes, receptive and car 
l^ble of bleiBng from, thje- God of h^aren, ^* who filleth 
•• the hungry with good things, but fends the rich emp* 
*• ty away." And this feems to hold congruity to the 
very nature of ^very intellectual agent, that a<fts with un- 
derftanding and wrH. We find, even in the regulated 
luptions of our own nature, a fecret avecfencfe to gratify 
% proud and ha«ghty' man; fJw he either fcorns or reje^ 
a kindneis, as beneath him ; or arrogates and own& tt as. 
kls own due, and not a bounty : but a perfon truly hum* 
Jble, feafible of a benefit, thankful for it, gets in \mth,usv 
Invites beneiicience* And fureiy though the bl^d Goil 
be not at aU unddJC tdie impotenpy ^f hupsaipailiansv ystt 
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he is a God of inBnite wtfdom, and placeth his heft bene- 
fits where they will be bieit i^eceived and ufed. 2. It feems 
to hold congruitj knd proportion with the very courfe and 
•nature of things natural : the divine benignity is much 
more dijf ufive than the light, the air, the nioft comniBiii* 
. cable eleaient in the world, and filleth every thing accord- 
ing to its mealure and capacity of reception : 'tis that 
which communicateth itielf^ tO vegetables in life and re- 
jgetation, but not in fenfe,. becaule not receptive of it ; «» 
animals in life and fenfe, but not in reafon or nnderd^id- 
ing, becaufe not receptive of it ; to men in life, ienie, 
and underftanding, that is common to the whole fpecies; 
and if they have but room in them for it, and do not wil- 
fully thruft it from them,*^ in grace alfo, and favom*, and 
acceptation in the bettering and improving of their, fouls 
'in the influences of his loyC, dire^ion, and guidance: 
and fuch a veffel is the humble fool, empty of pride, felf- 
attribution, vain-glory • one that is glad of fuch guefts, 
as the grace, and favour, and acceptance <^ God, hath 
room for them in his heart, and fo becomes ^ fit taber^ 
nacle for the influence of that God, that revives the /pi- 
nts of the humble, Ifa. Ivii. 15, 

And here^ by the benignity and favour of God, I do 
not mean the helping of temporal honours, or wealth 
upon men ; thefe are but fmall inconfiderable things, fuch 
as are common to the proud, and many times denied to 
the humble. But they have a better exchange ; namely, 
peace with God, inward teftimonies of his favour, fecret 
indications of his love, dire^ons and indrudions by the 
iecret whiipers and intimations of his Spirit, qutetneik and 
tranquility of mind, and pledges of immortality and h^qp- 
pinefs, thoie 
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And thefe are things of a far greater value than external 
wealth and honour ; and as far before them, as the mind 
and foul ttfelf is. But of this noore in the next. 
. 2. The fecond great advantage of the humble foul is» 
that he (hall be fure of direction and guidance, and coon- 
fel, frcHfn the bell of Counfellors, the glorious God of wif^ 
dom, Pial. xxv. y^. <' The mc^k will he guide in judg- 
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«* ment; thcmeekwiUhe teach his way." Meetnefsand 
humility are but the iame thing under difFereiit names. 
And this guidance and dire^on of almighty God is of 
two kinds, in relation to a double end. i . Guidance and 
diredicm in relation to his everlaHing isad, the falvattoa 
and happineis of the foul ; namely, what he is to believe,^ 
and know, and do, in order to that greateft and molt im- 
portant end. And therefore it is oblervable, that al- 
though the myftcKy of the. gofpel of Chnft Jefus, the com- 
mon inftrument of the falvatioii of mankind, is the moft 
wife and profound defign and rtiyftery, and of the great- 
eft importance that ever the world was acquainted with ;- 
yet the moft wife and moft glorious God, did -veil and 
drefs that great and glorious my ftery quite contrary to the 
wifdom and grandeur of the world ; infomuch that to tie 
moft knowing people of the world, and that were full of 
their own knowlege, the Jews, it became a ftumbJing 
block ; and to the Greeks, the moft learned and wife peo- 
ple in the world, and that were full of the fenfe of dieir 
own wifdom and learning, it was accounted fooliihnefsj 
I Cor. i. 21. •'After that, by wifdom the world knew 
** not God, it pleafed him by the fooliftinefs of preach- 
*' tng;" namely, of the things preached, Chrift cru- 
cified, " to fave them that believe." And according 
ly in the primitive times it fucceeded accordingly, the wife 
rabbles of the Jews, and the learned philofophcrs of the 
Gentiles, for the moft part derided or rejected it. Not 
many wife, not many mighty entertained it ; for the wif- 
dom of God ordered the wifdom and^ my ftery, of the gof- 
pel, quite <:ounter to that wifdom that was in vogue in the 
' wojrld. And we now fee the reafbn why it was fitly and 
"wifely fo. defigned, for it wa^ defigned to thwart, and 
crofs, and confound that corrupt wifdom of the world, 
which had before corrupted it ; the world by wifjiom knew 
not God. But on the contrary, the meek and humble, 
and lowly minds, and fuch were fome learned, as well as 
unlearned^ tbefe received the gofpel : " The poor receiv- 
«« ,ed the gofpel ; the poor in Ipirit, lowly, meek," Mark 
X. 15. ** He that receiveth not the kingdom of God as a 
•* little child, fhall in no wife enter into it." It was fit- 
ted, and ordered, and modelled la fuch a drefs, and fuch , 
-^ ^ a me- 
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a method, tbat it w«s ^Itabl^ t6 thii reo^^tSoa <3f UntIl 
tfbuls, and none but fiich Wei^ recepttye of it. 

Again, 2. HuxAility difpoleth t^e glbrfous God to gire, 
and the humble miad to rcfceive <KredtoB: ^md guidance 
IB all the walk and concerd of this life. A proud heart 
ordmarily difdiinethr »id imdervaliseth att other wifdom 
but his own, and all other counfei hot ^ck iks iSjits -witk 
his own 'wifdom : and thlefefbre the glorious Cod tnoft 
commonly crofleth or di^ppoii^teth him, or leaves htm 
to' the headioefs amd mifery of his 'own c6u&ifels, and t^ 
eat the bitter fruit of his ewn raihnefs or ScXtj. Fop, whai?* 
^vtv the blind men of the world thinfe, the anions of men 
and their fttccdfles a**e under the regiment of thfc dtvifec 
wiSl and providence; and it is no wonder if he, that in- 
visibly governs the events of the worM, tates the -wife in 
tiseir dwBtralftiiireis, and mmgles giddine^ anddiiappomt- 
ment in then- bounfels, a^ breaks the thread of al) their 
contrivanoes ; fiir he hath a thouiand ways with ea^ and 
fkccfity to doit. Wc may eVery day feej what '{rhaH m- 
terventibn quit& (hatters^ ^Yid diford^, and overturns the 
moft politick, fubtfe^ fecret, and well-laid defigiris itt tb6 
wbrld ; fo that in oae tiioment, a pkifol fmkW nBexpcftedi 
occuri^nce wholly breaks in pieces a defign of men laii 
together with long deliberation and forecaft ; with huge 
profpe^baad precantioh of diHiculties ; 'with grdnt'referve* 
and preparations againd all iitoaginable obdacles ; with all 
, the advantages of ftcrecy, power, combihatiob of parties, 
connexion and contignation of fubiidiary aids; ntnd yet 
oiie poor nnthoiught-of act^dent cracks in ftrnder^ an^ 
hreaks aH to (hiviers, the whole elaborate machine; fo dial 
thamoanent the (hivers thereof lye all broken and disjoint- 
€jd like a potlherd d2fK*'d againft a wall ; or the whole cotf- 
tritance difappears like "the fahukyus enchanted caRIes. 

But on the other fidt^ an humbk ttvata leihs itdt to his 
own nndeHbnding ; he isl^fible of the deficiency of his 
own power and wifdorh, and traft^ dot !» it ; he is a^ 
ienltble of the aH-f^fficieAt power, wifdom, and goodheft 
of almighty God, and commits himfelf to him for codn- 
lel, guidance, dire6lton, and ftrength. It is natural for 
any man ©r thing, that is fenfible of his own deficiency, 
t6 feek oat after that which may be a fupport Huid Ib^eng^ 
to him; and as almighty God is eflenttally good and per- 
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fed, fo he Is (if I raay ufe the cjcpreffion) moft naturally 
communicative of it, tx> any that feek unto him £ot it ia 
-humility and fincerity. 

'phe * air doth not more naturally yield to our attrac-j 
tion in refpiration, or to infinuate itfelf into thofe ijpaces 
that are receptive of it, than the divine affiftance, guid- 
ance, and beneficence, doth to die defire and exigencies 
•and wants of an humble foul, fenfible of its own cmpti- 
ncfs and deficiency, and impForing the dire<5tion, guid- 
ance, and bleflSng of the moft wife and bountiful God, 
I' can call my own experience to witnefs, that even in the 
externa! anions, occuf rences, and incidencies of my wholcr 
life, I was never difappointed of the beft guidance and di- 
pe£Hon, when in humility and Icnfe of my own deficiency 
and diffidence of my own ability to dire<$l myfelf, or to 
grapple with the difficulties of my life, I have, with hu- 
mility and fincerity, implored the fecret dire<ftion and 
^guidance of the divine wiftlom and providence : and I dare 
therein appeal to the vigilant and ftri<a obfervalion of any 
man's experience, whether he hath not found the fame ex- 
|>erience, in relation to himfelf, and his own actions and 
fuccefles, and whether »thofe connfels and purpofes which 
have been taken up after an humble invocation of the 
divine direiftion, liave not "been always moft fuccefsful in 
the end. . • 

IH. And as humility is of admirable ufe, in relation to 
the glorious God, and the effioxes of his bleffing and di- 
reftion; fo it is of fmgular advantage, in relation to the 
tumble man himlelf, as may appear in thiefe enfuing con- 
fiderations. 

I . Humility kdeps the foul in great evennefs and tran- 
■quillity. The truth is, that the ftorms and tempefts-and 
diforders of the foul do not fb much, if at all, arife from 
the things without us, as from the paffions and diftem- 
pers of the foul itfelf, efpecially that of pride and haughti- 
»efs, which, as the wife man fay^, Prov. xiii. 10, " is 
*« the mother of contentioti," and tliat within the very 
foul itfelf; as, without, it is that which blows up the 

' Vol. I. B b' palHons 

* V,- Antonin. lib. vili. fe<?l. 45. Haud minus vis inte}- 
hi^rix ubsq&e circum/ufa efty <b omni qui tfaberi pctsft fi 
iftg^rit, fuam comtnunrs hie acr omni fpir arc volenti. 



paiTions of anger, and revenge, and envy, and hztred, 
.and impatience, and ambition, and vain -glory ; andiroia. 
hence it is, that the pa0ions do ragey^and iwell, and rou4 
^ne upon another like the iea troubled witha ilorm, W^^iat 
is it, \hat upon any difgrace, or difrepute, or affront put 
upon a man, roakes him vex himielf, even to death, that 
he hath not leifure fcarce for one quiet -or coropoied 
thought ? "W^hat is it that makes him jealous o( another 
man's advancement; thatnoakes him hate and envy ano- 
ther that hath attained greater dignity than himfelf ; that 
^lakes his thoughts ,and .endeavours relUeis., till he ^ec to 
he greater or richer than others ; and yet when he hath 
Xkttained, not retting in it, but flill afpiring higher ; that 
iiUs him with fears, and torturing cares, left he Ihould 
■cither mifs what he aims at, or lofe what he hath attain^ 
<ed ; that HUs him with revenge againd all that oppof^ 
Jiim, or (land in his jvay ; with impatience under any 
crois or dirappointment, jaaany times ahnoft to the extra?- 
xpity of notadnefs and frenzy; that makes him unquiet and 
xiifcontented with his prefent condition, and raifeth a thou*- 
^and fuch di&rdcrs an4 difconapofiires in tlie minds of 
men ? " All thefe are moft plainly refolvable into this cur.- 
{ed diftemper of pride and haughtinefeof mind, as might 
inoft evidenly be made out to any that will but trace back 
thefe difordti's uiito their root and original } and certainly 
therefore, the (late of fuch a man's naii\d muft needs he 
jBarveUous diforderly, and unhappy. 

But humility cures this difeafe, this fever of the mind ; 
y^eps the paffions cool and calm, and quiet, and low, 
and keeps them under hourly difcipline, throws cold wa- 
ter uipc^ them. Have I, received an affront, a difgrace 
with great men, .contempt from my equal or inferior, re* 
proach and fcandal., difappointnient in my expedtation of 
fome external .advantage ? Am I. like to be turned out of 
ofEce, to be made poor, or the like ? i have two confide- 
aations, tiiat keep me flill in an equal temper, and that 
filence all tho^s paflions which prefently in a proud rnan 
would be all on fire, arid in a hurly burly, i. ** 1 know 
♦* that thofe things come not without the divine coramif- 
'* fion, or at leaft permiffipii ; and (hall I not quietly fub- 
** mit to the will of my great fovcreign Lord, to whom 
/* lfi\Y& myiilf, and whofe will I pray daily may be dc^e ? *' 
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It "was an admirabfe inftance of this humility in DavidV 
whett, t© add to hisprefent fad condition, Shimei curfed 
hsm (b bitterly ; that although" he had power and oppor- 
tunity left him to reTeilge it, yet he forbad rt, faying, IC 
may be the Lord hath bid Shinier to curfe David, 2 Sam. 
▼i. 10. Again, 2. •* What am I, that I muft not be crof-- 
•* fed, or reproached, or contenaned, or difappointed ? 
•« alas ! a pooi*, weak, (mful man", I cannot be made low-' 
** er in the efteem of the world, than- 1 am in my own,. 
•* If the world reproach me,, fyoxi me of what 1 have ;.• 
•* if I am poor or fcomed> it is but what I deferve, and 
♦• lefs than \ dderf e for my fiiOB at the hand of Goi : 
tho* perchance I am flandered^- or faifely accufed by 
them-, yet P know ill enough' of myfelf to make me bear* 
patiently even a falfc accufation, and they cannot maker 
** me more low and vile, ia-the efteea> of others, than I 
•* am in my own." And thus humility breaks and quench- 
es the paflrt)ns, and keeps the mind fcdate and undiftur- 
bed under all external occurrence»r But ta defcenJ tcy 
particulars more diftin^ly^ 

2. Humility gives contentation in any condition or fta-- 
Uon. And the reafon is, becaufe an humble mind is ne-- 
irer above that ftation or condition of life that the divine* 
providence- orders, but rather under or below it, or at th© 
moft, holds peace with it. When the mind runs biiyond 
the condition of a msm, it is like a fpendthrift, that live* 
beyond his eftate;'and therefore becomes neceiTarily poor, 
and never enjoys what he hath, becaufe-itbufies itfelf e- 
Termore fii an anxious purfuit of what it hath not : and 
that mind, that, in relation to the things of the world, ^ 
runs beyond its ftationj can never be contented or quiet; 
and tho' he attain* this year what he anxioufly purfued 
the laft ycM", yet ftill his mind will be running farther 
ftill, and keep before his acquefts^, as the fore- wheel of 
the coach will ftill run before 'the hinder -wheel ; but an; 
humble man is ever contented with what the divine pro-^ 
vidence, and honeft induftry allots hinr, and enjoys it 
comfortably and thankfully, andean fit down with a nar- 
row fortune, with this contenting contemplation, ** That 
" which I have is given by, the bountiful God, of libera-^ 
**• lity, not of debt; if I had lefs, it were more than I 
** couid deferve : for lean with Jacob fay, Oat of the 
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* * fenfe of my owb unworthiners*. I am kfs tbao t^ leaiS 
*' of all his mercies. Bleiled therelbre b& his name. 

3. Humility gives always patience under all adverfity 
o£ what kind foever it be ; and this is always an efie^ and 
companion of true humility, upon thele enfuing confider* 
ations. i. The greateft cauie of impatience, is not ib 
much, from the preflvjre and force* of any external cro& 
or calamity, as from the great diflurbance and relu<5i;ance 
of the mind of him that fu£Fers it; and this is it, that 
raifeth up the waves and billows within : the crofs or car 
lamicy it may be, is rough, and beyond the power of 
him that fufiers it, to extricate or controul ; and On the 
other iide, when it meets with a mind as' tumultuous smd 
contumacious as the calamity or crofs, it raiieth a ftprm, 
s^s when the wind and tide are contrary, or like the ftate 
of Paul's voyage in the Adriatick fea, where two ieas 
met, A&s xxvii. which oftentimes endangers the ve&l. 
He that violently and impetuoufly contends agaiaft a 
calamity, is like one bound with a ftrong yoke -or bond; 
his Urugglifig like' a wild bull in a net« gadls him more 
than the yoke itfelf otherwife would do; and a proud and 
haughty fpiFit, comnKMiiy mifcalled conragCjt, cootribatei 
more to his own uneaiinefs than his crofs doth: but an 
humble, lowly mind, is naturally more able to bear his 
crofs with more patience, hecaufe it is evident that the 
ibftnefs, humility, and quietnefs, and calmnels of hia 
mind breaks the force of the calamity, and renders it 
more eafy by fubmiffion to it. 2. Again, every truly 
humble man looks upon the word conditioa that he is un* 
der, to be lefs than he deferves. Ajs long as man lives ia 
the world, there is no condition fo iroublefome, and pain* 
ful, and uneafy, but it may be worfe; and an kumble 
man always thinks that4that condition or circumilanee of 
his life, which may be worfe, is not the worft that he de- 
ierves. It may be I am pow, but yet I am well efteera- 
ed, I deferve both poverty and difeflsem ; k may be I am 
poor, and under a cloud alfo of ignominy and reproach » 
yet I have my health of body, and compofedne(s and 
fteadinefs of mind, and this is more than I deferve ; it 
may be 1 am with Job, under a confluence and complicati- 
on of calamities, lofsofeftate, of children, &ndrel^ti<Mis, 
ceafured by my very friends* as aa hypocrite^ astd one 
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micfer tfie difpleafure of almighty God^ my body mace-^ 
^ated with difcafts, yet I have life, and 'where there is 
life there is hope; " Wherefore doth the living man'> 
•* contplain^ a man for the punHhment of ifts fms?** 

JLam. iii. 39. The living man hath no caufe to complain^ 
becaufe although he fuder the: lofs of all other things,- 
yet his life is fpared* and' given hrm for a- prey. The- 
humble man isr patient therefore under his fufFerings of 
any kind, becaufe he carries- with him- the due {^n^G of 
his own unworthinefs and demerit-, and upon a judicious 
account, looks upon his meaneft, loweft, worft condition, 
as better than he defenres at the hand of God. 3% The 
humble man is patient under all conditions, becaufe he al-^ 
ways bears a^mind entirely fbbje<5tand fubmittmg to the 
will of the great fovereign Lord of heaven and earth,^ 
whom he knows to be the fovereign Lord of all his crea^ 
tares ; to be the great difpenfer or permitter, and redlor' 
of all the events in the world; to be the moft wifoi juft, 
and gracious God; and therefore he dOth not only fub- 
mit to his will, as an a£t of neceflity which he- cannot 
eontrouli or as an a<5t of duty in obedience to his Sove* 
reign, but as an aft of choice, ^and prudence, becaufe the 
will of his Maker is wHer than his own, and more eligible 
than his own; .and therefore he makes the will of his 
Maker his own choice, and upon the account of truer 
j.udgment, concludes that whatfoever the moft powerful,, 
and irrefiftable,. the moft wife and prudent, the moft Juib 
and merciful will of God- appoints for h-m, \s not only fit 
for him to fubmit unto, but alfo to choofe, and as well 
cheerfully and thankfully, as patiently and quietly to 
-follow and cleft: and therefore fmce: he. well- knows that 
all the fucceflcs of his life are undei: the regiment, govern- 
ment, and providence erf" the moft glorious Sovereign, wife- 
and merciful God, even thofe that feem ia themfelves- 
: moft troobleibme, uneafy, and grievous, he patiently 
and cLeerfally comports with the divine will in the tole- 
ration of them, and waits upon bis all -fufficicncy' and- 
goodn^s in his due. time, either toremove. them,, or to*, 
fupport^im under them; » 

4. Humility gives great modcrationr and fobriety.. and' 
vigilency, in the ful left enjoyments of temporal fell ciry of' 
any kiaJ whatfocvcr. There is a ftraogc wicchcraft in* 
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profperity, to rob a man of innocence : how taasy in. tSe 
world have 1 in my time feen, thattufder the greateft 
preflures of cro/Tes and calamities, of poverty and re- 
proach, have kept their confciences fair and eliean, theif 
innocence, integrity, piety, and goodne& within, themw 
and about them, that yet by the wann beanos and Am* 
Ihine of external profperity, have caft off their innocence,, 
as the traveller did his cloak in the fable, made ihtpwrack 
of their confciences, and became as great oppre^rs, as 
diforderly and debc^uched livers, as proud and infolent, 
and perfect worldlings, as if they had never heard of a 
heaven or heD, of 8t God or a Redeemer, or of a judg- 
ment to come ? true humility is a great guard upon the 
foul of a man againfl thefe- rocks and hazards. An hiinQl>le 
man looks upon all his plenty and profperity, not as his 
own, or the reward of his defert, but as the depofitum of 
the great Mafter of the family of heaven and earth, ta- 
lents entrufted to him as a fleward, and an accomptant to 
employ for his matter's ufe, fervice, and honour, not 
for his own grandeur or plcafure ; he confiders, the more 
he hathj the greater is his accompt, ^ and the greater his- 
charge, and in it finds no matter to advance his thoughts- 
concerning himfelf, or to make him proud, but to make 
him the more cateful how he employs it. And his hu- 
mility is not diminilhed by his plenty, but rather increaf- 
ed ; and this keeps him ibber and moderate in the ufe dT 
what he hath ; for he looks upon all he hath, as none c£ 
his own, but his matter's, to whom he is accountable ; 
and as it makes htm fober and moderate in the uie of 
what he hath ; fo it makes him ftudious to employ it to 
the honour of his mafter, and faithful in that employ- 
ment. Again, as he looks upon the thhigs of this world,. 
as depofited in his hands for the account of his Lord; fo 
he looks upon them as dangerous temptations to deceive 
him of his innoccnce'and integrity; abd both thefe make 
him ever more ftridtly vigilant over himfelf,, left the pre- 
fent gaynefs and glory, and opportunities of profperity 
get ground upon his mind, or his virtue, elpeciaUy upon 
his humilicy : for worldly granduer fecretly fteals away 
that virtue, or impairs it, fooner than any other. , Pride 
is a kind of fhadow, or rather a devil, that ordinarily 
haunts and waits upon worldly greatnefe or prpiperity ; 
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mnd thei^ore be keeps a ftrid guard over hts fieairt, and 
watcfa«s narrowly, the fini blooming or bloiibming o£ 
worldly oaindedneisy felf-dependance, truftiug in uncer- 
tain ricEeSy maJcing t&em Ms hope or his confidence ; but 
cfpectatlj upon fweliings of vain- glory, pride, felf-ap* 
plaufe^ and thoie oilier vermin that commonly breed in 
the ib«tl, by the warm iafiuenodi of proiperity ; and he 
sever {ixSexs thefe unclean birds to rood or reft in lib 
Ibul ; checks and reje^h the very firll motions of them» , 
mad cru&es thefe viperous eggs in the very firfl appear- 
ance. Apd to prevent the very firll opportunities o£ their 
prodiidion, he watcheth himfelf upon all occafions ; fe- 
.riouOy refledb upon the danger he is in ; carefuUy tria 
every emergent thought, word, and adion, vi^hether it 
^ath any fecret tindhire of pride or vanity ; and if he 
find the leaft rifix^ of them, he fupprelTeth and (lifles * 
them. 

f . Humility is an excellent remedy againft the paflion 
vffear, evenof the word of evils, death itfelf, and much 
more againfl the fear of reproaches, loifes, and all exter- 
nal calamities whatlbeyer; gives patience under an in- 
cumbent evil, doth naturally, and by a kind of neceifary 
eonfequence, arm a man againft the fear or an imminent 
•or impendent evil ; and i:q>on the very fame grounds and 
reafons, and therefore they need not be again repeated. 
Gommonly furpri«e or ttnexpededneis of any evil, renders 
the fear more terrible ; becaufe it takes a man upon the 
fiidden, and before he can oompofe himfelf, or rally the 
inccoars' of hope and reafon to fupport him againfl it : ft 
is like a fudden difeafe, that furprifeth the body that la- 
.boareth under til humours, before it c^in allay or mode- 
rate them by preparative helps or catharticks, whereby a 
fudden combuilion s^iieth ; and many times more danger 
ariieth 6rom the diicompofure of the humours, than from 
the malignity of ther difeafe it^^lf. But humility keeps the 
mind in a fbber well-prepared temper; keeps the paf&ons 
under difcipline, and is always in areadiuefs to receive the 
Ihock of a danger, or evil imminent or impendent, without 
any great diforier or aioniihrnent : an humble man hatii 
no fuch great value for himfelf, as to think he is to be exempt 
fro'.n calamities; and therefore is not much flartled atthe ap- 
proaching of them : hf recbms he haxh portion eiiough m 
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this world, if he can keep his mnoeence, the peace of hh 
confcience, and quietnefs within ; as- for matters of the 
world, as he makes not their enjoyment the objed of hfg 
hope, fo he makes not their lofs any great. motive of his 
fear ; God*s will be done* is the language of his foul m re- 
lation to them. Is he threatned with the lofs of his eftatfe,- <^ 
his friends and relations, ofhlshonourandefteem, and hath 
he the news of hts death, either from- without,.- by yiq* 
iences or perfecutions, or from within^ by the fore- run* 
ners of it, iicknefs,. or old age ? yet he is by no means tor<^ 
mented with fear by thefe mefTengers. 

I* The evennefs of his own. mind fumifheth him with: 
the opportunity and.ufe of his reafon to check his fear, as 
a vain, fooliib, and unrerviceabk-paffion, that may tor* 
ment him, and by anticipation of the evil make his preienC 
condition worfe, and more troublefome^. but not cure thcr 
danger. 

/ 2. The fenfe of Bis fubordinadontothe divine power 
and pleafure, quiets his mind with this thought : ** Mj 
** Maker wants not power to rcfcueme frcMn the danger^. 
•^ if he pleafe; but if he be not plcafed, it, is my. wifdom 
•• and my. duty to fubmit to his good pleafure; it is tb« 
•* Lord that doth infli(5t or permit ; his wili be done." 
. g. Upon the approach.offuch dangers or evils, here* 
tires into himfelf : ** What am' I,, that Ifliould think to 
*« he exempt from thefe imminent evi^s? what title have. 
«• I to any the Icaft good I enjoy ? is it not the mere-* 
«« bounty of my Maker ? If tlie dangers I forefee leave me 
*< any thing,, if ihey leave me life, they. leave me more 
" than \ deferve: if they be fucb as menace the lofs of 
"■ that alfo, yet they cannot take away my« innocence^ 
.** my integrity^ my peace with God, and with myfelf-; 
** and it is an admirable bounty that the God of heaven 
<< hath.preferved that to me, and accepts this little, poor» 
*< fmall good that he find, or rather makes in me, fo'as 
, << to reward it with his favour and acceptation, ,and peace 
«« with him." 

Good God ! " When I look upon that which I call my 

'< innocence, what a fpotted piece is it, that I am even: 

** afhamed to call it innocence ? when I look upon my 

. ** integinty, what a deal of fecret hypocrify hangs about 

" it^ that it deferves not the name of integrity ? and yet 

" that 
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*^ that £t$lf fqoall partick of -what I Call hmocence and 
" iiitegricy, which is truly fuch, it is his gift to mc, that 
*^ is plesiied to own and reward it as mine, with peace and 
*< fay ourabJe acceptance:: aod as long as he is pleafed 
^* thus to continue to me what indeed is his, and thus to 
" accept It as if it were Yny own, wkatreafai have I to 
fear the I06 of all things elfe, even life itfclf ? fince 
ftill I ei^oy much more than I deferve, and which no 
man or devil, no calamity or danger, no, nor deatli 
itifelf can deprive me of ?" And thus far of the ad- 
Tantages of humility in relation to a man's felf. 

III. The advantage of hamiltty in relation to others. 
Is of two kinds: i. The advantage the humble man 
caufes to ethers. 2. The advantagewhichthe humble man 
receives fronsk others tipon the accoumt of his humility. 

I. As to the former of thefe, we may eafily judge 
what good an humble man brings to mankind, by confi- 
dering the evil that pride, or a proud man bringeth there*^ 
ii&to. if a man duly cbniiders moft of the mifchiefs that 
happen to mankind, and follow them to their original, 
ite fhall find, that the mod of them owe their original to 
ihis root. Let a man but look abroad in the world, he 
ihall find a fiart of evil fpirlts or furies in it, that fill it 
with infiioite dlfi)rders.and mifery ; for inftance, atheifnv 
Itittred, ftrife, cantentido, wars, difparaging^ powers, 
liercfics, envy, ambition, fedition,' oppreffion, perfecu- 
idon, detradion, ilandering, cruelty, contempt, uncha^ 
j?kablcneis, cenfoFioiafneis, and a thouland more fuch 
i^viKfh fnries, tha^ fill the world with blood, and con** 
fufion, and diforder. And no^ kt us b^t trace thofe^ 
«»* any of thofe, to the.original, we &all find that for the 
anoft p^ pride is that Pandora's box, out of which they 
^ring an.d iifue. Let us, take an eftimate of fome of them \ 
autheifm, ^hat cuts in funder all the bonds of religiony 
government, and fbeiety, whence comes k ? but by the 
pride of men*s hearts, that cannot endure to have a {xyt^" ^ 
ireign Lflrd above them, but that they may be felf-depen* 
dent; or the pride of taea's wits, that out of fcom c^ any^ 
thing they think vulgar, and to magnify themfelves,, 
flkre attack the molt fbveretga truth in the world, the l|e- 
ing or providence of Cod. So for contention, ftrife*. 
difobedience to parents;, rebellion againft governors, they^ 

all 
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all fpring^ moil "ordinarily from the fame root of pcicTe: 
** By pride cometh contention," Prov. xiii. 10* men that 
cannot endure to be controuled, either by laws or gover- 
nors, by parents or fuperiors, but think their.own vriil 
and luils muft be the uncontrolable rule of all their a<fti- 
©ns. So again for wars, there is rarely any war betwcem 
princes or ftates, but either of both fides, or at leaft of 
one fide, pride and defire of domination is the true root 
and caufe o£ it, though it be gilded over oftentimes with^ 
other pretences^ Again » for the moft part, the difputes* 
among perfons of learning, or pretending to^ it, arifc 

, from the luft of pride contending for a fovcreignty in wit,- 
C>r learning ; impatient of contradiction, eager and im^ 

. placable ; contCLfting for reputation,-vi<aory, and the main- 
taining of what they have once alTerted, and fcoming the 
leaft retradion. So that many times, upon petty, incon-- 
fiderable> unufeful, inevident? triHes, mea are as hotly 
engaged as if heaven were at ftake upon it : and from 
hence many times come herefies^ when men pretending- 
to greatnefs of wit and learning, but in truth of •haughty 
and ungovernable fpirits, either upon the fcone of vain- 
glory and reputation, or upon. fome. conceived. affront or' 
xiegle<5l from the orthodox, fet up for them(elves,'draw 
.parties to them, and begin a fcheme of religion of their- 
.own devifing : from the fame root comes envy, ambidon» 
deiradion from others, betaufe they thifiktiU preferment 
due to their own worth, and that any good that happens- 
to others, is a kind of derogation from themfelves : ' afpiy- 
ing thoughts,, and parties endeavouring to erufh and ruin 
^11 that ftand in their way to that ma^k of grandeur that 
they aim at. And the like inftaaces might be givefi almoft of 
all thofe turbulent hifts and paflions amongft men, that 

. break cut to the common: diifturbance of all mankind^ 
and all human focieties. t. 

And therefore certainly^ whatever yirtuei or tempef, 
or habit (or whatlbever elfe we fliall calHt) there is, 
that cures this mad, and unruly, and exorbitant, luft of 
pride aimongft men, mnft needs be one of the moil bene- 
volent and ufeful, and advaatagious things to mankind 
and human fociety: and this is that excellent virtue of' 
Jhumility and. lowllneis o£ mind. 

If 
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if this virtue did obtain among ail men, it were not 
-poflible, that thofe bludring ftorms, that difquiet and 
difordcf mankind, would be. found in the world ; but 
inflead thereof peace and love; mutual offices of kindnefs 
and charitjf fweetncfs of converfation ; every one giving 
preference to another, rather than invading him, his re- 
putation or interefty being beneficent to all. 

But it is true, that there is little hope that all mankind 
Avill arrive to fuch a temper ; and this indeed is that which 
makes the oiily confiderable objedtion againd it, which' 
may be thus improved : * 

** You commend humility, as the great and fovereigu 
"•< antidote againft pride, the common difturber of man- 
^' kind ; and certainly what you fay, is demonftratively 
" true, if all the world could be perfuaded to it; but 
" this never was, nor never can be cxpeded : as th^re 
*^ are wolves, and 4ions, and bears, and foxes among 
" brutes, as well as Iheep and other innocent brutes ; 
*^ and there are kites, vultures, and hawks among birds, 
>«.< as well as doves, and other innocent birds ; fo among 
-** men there ever have been and ever will be men oi 
•*< pride and haughtinefs, of ambition and vain- glory, of 
«* lavage, . and cruel, and domineering fpirits ; and 
'*< therefore unlefs all could be perfuaded to be meek and 
" humble, it were as good and better that none (houl)d 
« be fuch upon thefe two accounts, viz. Firft, That as 
*« long as the mod of mankind are guilty of this paflion 
<« of pride, nay, if they were but an equal, nay, a lefs 
«* number in proportion to thofe that are humble and 
«« nieek, the world would flill be as tumultuous as ever. 
*« A violent wind coming out of one coaft, would make 
*« the fea as troublefome, as if it came out of many. 
«* Again, fecondly, Thofe that were meek and humble, 
«« would be expofed, as a common prey .to all the reft, 
«* and their ccmdition would be fo much the worfe in the 
** world, by th^ir humility and meeknefs. Their cafe in 
*^ the world would be like a fair gameder that plays fair- 
^* ly, meeting with a foul or a cheating gamefter ; he were 
** fure to go by the lofs. Therefore fince pride, the mother 
<« of violence, will be ufed in the world by fome, and it 
*^« may be the greater part of mankind, it is better to be 
^ of th^ fame inake^ to deal with them at their owa 
. '. ** wea- 
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** weapons ; to be proud, and coo^quently «■ violRit, as 
** Che reft of noaakind, (for it is a part of tJie game ci 
*^ the world) and tken a man may hare ^mewhat; 
** otherwife his humility makes hb cafe worfe. Vetmrem 
** ferendo injuriam invitus novam. Where the country is 
** full of woires and tygers, it is better to be a inrolf or a 
" tyger as well as they, thm be a fheep, aad expoibd to. 
*« their violence." 

I'^nfwer to thisobje^ion. 

I . As to the former part, that though it be true, that 
it can never be exped^ed that all the world ihould be per- 
iuaded to be humble, no more than it can be expeded 
that all ihould be perfiiaded ta be virtuous, juft or ho- 
neft ; yet if there were fome, though the lefler part of 
mankind, truly humble and lawly, it would make very 
much to the abating of thofe evils that arife by the pride 
and haughtine fs of men. i. Becaufe the more humble 
men there are in the world, it necefTarily follows there 
are the fewer proud men, and confequently fiswer -comoaoa 
difturbers of the peace and welfare of mankind and hu- 
man fociety. 2. When the conteft comes by the proud 
man agatnft the proud man, indeed there is the fame 
tumult between them, as if there were none humble; 
but when the conteft is by the proud man agatnft the 
humble man, the ftrife is quickly at an end. It is a true 
proverb. It is the iccond blow makes the fray. The 
hi;tmble man gives way to the wrath and infolence of the 
proud roan, and thereby ends the quarrel ; ** For yield- 
** ing pacificth wrath, faith the wife- man," Eccl. x. 4. 
And I have very often -obferved, that the quietnefs of 
fplrit, and humility of a man, attacked by a proud man^ 
hath fubdued and conquered his pride and animofity to 
a wonder, and made him tame, that by bppofition would 
have been furious and implacable. Prov. xkv. 15. "A 
** foft tongue breafceth the bone." Soft words break the 
bones, and a fword is fooner broketi by a blow upon a 
cufliion'or pillow tfiat yieldeth, than upon a bar of iron 
that refifts. But if it (hould fall out, that the proud 
man's violence is not broken by the gentlenefs and faci- 
lity of the humble man, whereby he fuflFers in his own 
particular ; yet there be two advantages that hereby 
happen to the publick: viz« i. That the contention is 

fooa 
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Ibon 4t an end ; the proud man hath got the day, and 
the parties arc quiet. 2. It gains a lecrtt compaffioit 
from the beholders to the injured humble man, and st 
general refentment and deteftation of the injury commit- 
ted to the humble man, that receives the injury with fo 
much humility, and bears it with fo much patience; and 
thereby pride and oppreflion become the common objedl's 
i6f the general deteftation : and the generality of man- 
kind thereupon Iodic upon fuch as beafts of prey, with 
hatred and abhorrence, and endeavour means to fccurc 
themfelves agairift them. 3. A third advantage is this, 
That tho' oftentimes humble and goad men are expofed 
to the injuries of the proud, violent, and infolent, yet. 
they are a kind of ferment or leaven in the places where 
they live ; and by the fecret influence of their virtues, the 
commend ablenefs of their converfation, and /the fecret 
intereft that virtue hath in the foul, not only of good, 
but even of the worit of men, it doth work upon man- 
kind, aflimilates them in fome meafure to itfelf, and 
makes others good and humble by a kind of fecret mag- 
tuetifm that t6at virtue hath upon the minds of men : and 
th^ more fnch are in number in the world, the more ef- 
fectual and operative their example and influence will be 
upon thofe with whom they converfe. 

2. As to the feconJ, na nely, the damage and detri- 
ment that the humble maii receives in the world, upon 
the very account of his humility : I anfwer, Firft, That 
detriment is abundantly reco npenfed with the quiet and 
tranquillity, and evennefs, and compofednefs of his own 
mind : as a man pofiefTeth his own foul by patience, fo 
he doth by humility, namely, the compofednefs, right 
temper, and due ft^te of his own mind, which no proud, 
or violent, or impatient man doth or can. But fecondly. 
It is moft certain, that tho' an humble mm may, upon 
the very fcore of his humility and meeknefs, receive a 
brufli in the world ; yet at the long-riin he gains advan- 
tage thereby, even in this prefent life. When I firft read 
the Ay«ng of our Saviour, Matth. v. " Blefled are the 
** meek, for they fliall inherit the earth :'^ 1 looked upon 
It as a mere parado-i, if applied to the, com forts of this 
Kfe; an4 therefore thought it mud be merely, and only 
intended qf fjhat new heaven and new eari, wherein 
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dwelleth righte^ufncfs, 2 Pet. iii. 13. But upon deefier 
confideratioQ, I found it, in a great meafure, true alfo 
of the former. For, i. It is moft /certain, that no proud 
man is truly loved by any but bimfelf ; but, fo far as re- 
lates to his pride, every man hates him. One proud man 
perfect y hates another, and looks upon him as bis ene- 
my; and thofe very actions of pride, that his own felf- 
love makes him approve, or at leaft, allow in himfelf, he 
fcorns, derides, and abhors in another. And thouglx an 
Jiumble man hath a common love to every nian, though 
proud or otherwife vitious, as being one of mankind ; yet| 
m relation to his pride, he loves him not, nor approves: 
That very confideration, therefore, that renders a proud 
m^tn hated, or not loved, renders aniiumble man loved 
pr approved : yea, and by the very proud man himfelf; 
fof he looks upon him as no obflacle or impediment to 
the attaining of his ends, as one that is injurious to 
pone, beneficent to all, gentle, and one that (lands not 
in his way> giving all due refpeuft, jiooour, and deference 
fuitable to his place and dignity ; he wiiheth all the world 
were fuch as he, excppt himfelf, and therefore he refpeds 
^nd tenders him: yea, and we fliall by daily experience 
fee in the world, that if one, proud man injure or opprefs 

an humble man, it is a thoufand to one, another under* 

t, ■• 

takes his patronage, defence, and vindication, and very 
pftentimes is a means of his proteftion and deliverance. 
2. But farther, it is a certain and experienced truth, that 
virtue and goodnefs, ffpecially that of humility, hath a 
fecret party and intereft even in the worft of men 4 and 
men fccre^tly love or at leaft approve^t in another, though 
they pradife it not tlusmfelves: for virtue, goodnefs, and 
humility, have a fecret congruity to the true and genu- 
ine frame of the human nature ; and though men*s lufts 
jind pailions may in a great meafure obfcure the confb- 
jiancy to them, they can never extinguilh it, but the 
mind and confcience wtU give a fecret fuffrage to it, 
where -ever it finds it. 3, It is a thing obferyable, that 
thoilghnhe generality of anankind abound with pride, 
intemperance, injuftice, and almoft all kinds of vitious 
tiifpofidons, yea, though the beft of meirare not without 
■'iht irruptions of fonie of thsfe diilempers, and though it 
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*iaft iieeds be, that where there is the greateft number, 
there is the greateft external force,' either to make fncH 
laws as they pleafe, or tonjake fuch governors as^may be 
•fiiitable tO' their dffpofition ; yet it i^ rare, and a very 
prodigy to find any natiion to make laws in favour of 
pride, ambition, intemperance, luxury^ oppreffion, vio- 
lence, injiiftice, &c. or to chufe fuch ma^giftrates or go- 
▼ernors (wherd it is in thdr choice) as ate apparently 
inclinable to thofe vices*; but in the choice of laws they 
chufe fuch, as may rather fupprcfs thofe vices, and main- 
tain and ^courage fobriety, humility, meeknefs, bene- 
ficence, as things moft convenient to humm focieCy ; and 
m their choice of governors, they rather commit the rmiH: 
of themfeives, and their eftates and properties, to tJ:e 
hatids of thofe that- they find fober, temperate, humble, 
juft, than of thofe that are' loofe, intemperate, proud, 
ambitious, high minded, infolent, &c. which is not on- 
ly an indication, But even a demonftration, that altho' 
Cien*s paffions. and lufts may trianfport them into tho:e 
vices,- yet their judgments and principles are again (I 
' them^ : and by ttis means it comes eojnmonly to pafi, 
•that though an fiumble or a virtiuous man m:iy meet 
•with ju dies and rubs from the prbud and infolent; yet 
at the long-run he comes off with advantage, bccaufcj 
he hath the greateft protection and countenance, not on- ' 
ly from the great Sovereign of heaven and earth, but a!- 
fo of human laws and governors, which, next under God, 
is' the greateft proteiftion that can be imagined in thi^- 
'world; which very commonly makes good, even ad ll" 
terafn^ the faying of4 0ur Saviour, " The liieek Ihall in« 
♦* herit the earth;" and the faying of the wife-mail^ 
Prov. rviii. 12." Befbre honour is humility ;'' and l>rov,. 
xvi. 19. Better it is to* be of an humbfe i^\v\t with the 
-*< lowly, than to divide the fpoil wrtli the proud." Prov, 
xxii. 4. ** By humility and the fear of the Lord, are 
«« riches, and honour, and life " Thefe and ^fhe like 
Sentences, as they proceeded from the wifcft of mere 
men ; fo they were not fpoken at a venture, but upon 
found deliberation, judgment, and experience ; and from 
the true nature and circumftances of things. 

And now the true confideration and digeHion of what 
kath been faid, as they afford excellent aadeffedhial mo- 
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tives to the following of this virtue of huiBility, to they 
contain excellent means to attain it ; becaufe they maj 
put men upon due confideration, and defcending into 
themlelves ; the want of which is the only, or principal 
cauie of pride : for fo much of pride as any man hath, 
fo much of folly, inadvertence, and inconfidcratenefs he 
havh ; and true humility on the other fide, is a kind of 
necciPary refult of wife and deliberate and attentive coa- 
iideration. 

Yet lome things I fhall add as means naturally and im?- 
mediately conducing to the ingenerating and improving 
this virtue in the mind^of men. 

i, Confider, " That whatfoever good thou haft, 
*' which may occaiion elation of mind^ is but wh^C 
" thou haft received from the free bounty and good- 
" nefs of thy Maker. What haft thou, whicii thott 
«* haft not received?" 

2> Confider,. '* That the good that thou haft fo re- 
•* ceived, ihou haft not received as an abfolute proprie- 
•* tor, but only as a ft e ward to improve it to the Lord's 
«* ufe ; and the more thou haft of any fuch goqd, tlic 
greater is thy account ; whether it be of wit, of wif- 
dom, of learning, of honour, of power, or of wealth. 
If thou art a receiver, a treafurer, a bailiff, a fteward 
of another man, and perchance upon that account haft 
a great trcafure of wealth or money in thy hands, thou 
halt indeed great occafion of care and vigilance, and fi- 
delity, and circumfpedtion, to huft^and well and faith- 
fully, and to keep thy accounts fair and even, but no 
caufc to make thee proud. It is indeed thy burden, ra- 
ther than benefit or advantage ; ** to whom much is 
** given, of him much fhall be required. "^ Be humble, 
therefore, thou wilt perform thy truft the better ; for thpu 
art but an accomptant, a fteward, a depofitee of what 
thou haft received, 

3, Confider, ** What it is thou prideft thyfelf in, and 
" examine well the nature of the things themfelves, how 
«< little and inconfiderable they are, or, at leaft, how un- 
" certain andunftable they are." Every age, evtry com- 
plexion, every condition, and circumftance of life, com- 
monly afford to inconfiderate fouls fome little temptation 
to pride and vanity, which yet, if men did well weigh 

and 
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and confider^ tliey would appear to be but Hide babbles, 
that would quickly break and vanilh. 

Thoti haft fine gay clothes, and this makes children,, 
and young men, and women proud, even to admiration : 
t>ut thou art not half fo fine and gay as the peacock, of- 
tridge, or parrot ; nor is thy bravery fo much thine own, 
as theirs is; but it is borrowed from the filk-worm, the 
golden mines, the induftry of the embroiderer, weaver, 
taylor, and itiJnapartof thyfelf. And haft thou the 
patience to fuffer thyfelf to be abufed into this childilh, 
pitiful, foolifh pride ? 

Thou haft it may be wealth, ftore of money, but how 
much of it is of ufe to thee ? That which thou fpendeft, 
is gone; that which thou keepeft,' is as infignificant as fo 
■much dirt or clay; only thy care about it makes thy life , 
'the more uneafy : befides; the more thou haft, the more 
rhou art the mark of other men*s rapine, envy and ipoil. 
It is a thoufand to one, thou carrieft not thy wealth ta 
thy grave; or if thou doeft, tliou canft not carry it far- 
ther, but leave it, it may be to a fool or a prodigal. And 
why art thou proud of that which is of. no great ufe to 
thee while thou haft it ; and commonly the faftfcr thou , 
thinkeft to hold it, theiboner it is loft, like him that grips' 
Callais fand m the fift» 

Thou haft honour, efteem; thou art deceived, thoa 
haft it not, he- hath it that gives it thee, and which he 
may detain- from thee at pleafure. Therefpedl, and ho- 
nour, and efteem tHou haft, depends upon the pleafiirfe 
of him that gives it. Again, how brittle and feeble a 
thing is honour, efteem and reputation ? A falfe caltimny 
well and'confidently broacEed, is able many times to give 
it an irrecoverable ftiock. The difpleafure of the prince, 
or a greater man than thyfelf, makes thy fun fet in a 
*c!oud; and a. popular jealoufy, imputatfon, or mifrepre- 
feritatiop, in a moment daftieth the applause, glory, ho- 
nour, and efteem, that a man hath been building up 
t?wenty or thirty years. Arid how vain a thing is it, to 
be proud of the breath, ei«her of a princeor j)eople, whidi 
is theirs to recal eVery moment? But fuppofe it were as 
"fixed and ft able a reputation and honour, as a rock of 
• marble or adamant, ^d that it were the bcft'kind pT ho- 
nour imaginable, aiamely, the rcfck' of thy virtue ami. 
", ' C c 3, merisj 
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merit; yet ftill it is but a {hadow, a reflexion of that vir- 
tue or worth, which, if thou art proud of, thou emba'feft 
and degraded into vanity and oilentation ; . nnd canll thoa 
Ihbk vjt rcafonable to be proud of the (hadow^ where 
thou oughted not to be proud of that worth that caufeth 

Again, thou haft power, art in great place an^ autho- 
rity; but thou art miftaken in this, the power thou haft 
is not inherent in thyfelf : one of the meaneft of thofep.^ 
whom it may be thou opprcffeft, is inherently as power- 
ful as thou, and could, it may be, over- match thee io 
ftrcngth, wit,* or policy ; but the power thou haft, Is (next 
under the difpenfation of the divine providence) from 
thofe men, that, eirher by their proraifcs, faith, or vo- 
Juntary afCDance, have invefted thee with ihb power. 
This power is nothing inherent in thee ; but it depends 
upon the fidelity or aiuilance of others, which if they ei- 
ther by perfidioufnefs to thee, or refiltance againft thee, or 
withdrawing their alliftance to thee, ihail call again home 
to themfelves, thou art like Sampfon having loil his locks. 
Judges xvi. 17. " Thjr ftrength will go from thee, and 
•* thou' will become weak, and be like another man.** 
.And how have the hiftories of all ages, and our own ex- 
pe ence, (hewn us by very frequent examples, men, ua- 
cxpev^edly, and upon many mpments and occurrences 
feemingly moft fmall and inconftderable, tumbled in a 
moment from the Anoft eminent and high degree of pow- 
er, into a mo^ defpifed and defpicable condition ? Power 
hath very oftentimes, like Jonas's gourd, been externally 
.fair and flourilhing, when at the fame time, there lay st 
Worm at the root of it unfcen, which in a moment hath 
gna,wed afiinder the roots and fibres of it, and it hath wi- 
thered ; and for the moft part, the more *extenrive and 
immenfe b^man power grows, the fooner it falls to pieces, 
not only by the divine providence checking and deje^rng , 
.it, but by a kind of natural refult from its own exorbi- 
tance and excefs; for the greater it is, the more difficult 
it is to manage, it grows top-heavy, and the bafis gro\w 
too narronv and weak for jts own burden. Befides, it is 
the common mark of envy and difcontent, which watch- 
eih feduloufly all occafi ms to unhorie it, and oftentimes 
prevails. When power proves too grievous and oVer- 
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burde&fome. it loofeth the end for which it is eot^erred, 
and makes people defperate and impatient, Entia noluist 
piale gubertiari, if it be managed with prudence and mo- 
deration, it is the greated benefit to human, fpciety ; t>ut 
it is the burden of hina that hath it : if it' be managed t/- 
rannically and exorbitantly, it fills the mailer full of fears, 
the people full of rage, ^nd feldom proves long-lived, 
i^nd what reafon had thou to be proud of what is moll 
certainly thy burden, or thy danger, or both ? 

Again, Thou haft ftfength, or beauty, or agility o£ 
body. Indeed thefe thou had more reafon to call thy 
own, than any of the former: but yet thou had no cau& 
to pride thyfelf in them ;' thou cand not hold them long 
at bed, for age will decay that drengthy and wither that 
beauty, and death will certainly put a period to themj 
but yet probably this llrength'or beauty is not fo long- liv- 
ed as thyfelf, no, nor as thy youth ; a difeafe, it may be, 
is this very moment growing ppon thee, that will fudden- 
Jy pull down thy drength and raze thy beauty, and tur^ 
.them both intojrotiennes and lo itliibmi^nefs, nay, let ar 
.ny obfei ve it that will, that drength, and that beauty 
,that raileth pride in the heart, is of all other ihorted- liv- 
ed, even upon the account o^ that very* pride : for the 
fodentation and vain, glory of drength puts it forth into 
defperate and dangerous undertakings, to the ruin of the 
owner ; and the pride of beauty makes the owner thereof 
fond of the praiic of it, and to eipofe it to the view of ci- 
thers, whereby it becaines a- temptation to lud and interix- 
perance„ both to the owner of it, and others, and in a lit- 
,tle while becomes at once its own ruin^nd ihame. 

But it may be thou had wit ^nd judgment, a quick 
rand ready under danding, and had improved them by 
.greatkdudy and oblervation, kn great and profound learn- 
ing. This, I.con£els, is much more thy own, than any 
.of the former endowments ; but mod certainly, if thou 
.art proud of any of theft, thou art not yet arrived to the 
highed improvement of underflanding, namely, wifdom^ 
• jfoJly and madnefs may be confident with a witty, nay, 
a learned man, but npt with a truly wife man. And this 
. thy pride of thefe endowments or acqucds, dill pronounc- 
.ethand proclaim^th tbee a fool, for all thy wit, and all 
/thy learning. For coiifxder with thyfelf, i. That tl\y 
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A learning are but pitiful narrow things, in refpcA 
^ amplitude of the thmgs that arc to be known. Afax* 
/f farj eorum qua fcimus\ eft mhtima part eorum qua ns^ 
j/tmus. Take the moft learned prying phi lofopher that 
ever was in the world, he never yet was fufly acquainted 
V!tih the nature of thefe things that are obvious to ordi- 
nary obfervation, and near to him; never was the inan 
yet in the. world, that could give an accurate account of 
the nature of a flie, or a worm in its full comprehenfion', 
no not of a fpire of grafs ; riiuch Icfs of himl'elf and his 
nobler faculties ; much lefs yet of thole gK)rh)us bodies 
that every day and night prefent themielves unto our view, 
"What a deal of uncertainty, inevidence, and contradic- 
tion do we find in the determinations of the choiceft wits, 
and men of greateft learning, even in thing? that are ob^ 
vious and objedled, in their out-fide, to all their fenfes ? 
So that the greatell knowlege that rt\en attain to in the 
things of nature, is little elie but a fpecious piece of igno- 
'''rance, drefftd up with fine words, formal methods, prc- 
■earious fuppofiti^Mis, and competent confidence. Confi- 
der, 2. How brittle and unliable a thing thy wit, thy 
parts, thy learning are. Though oH age may retain fome 
broken monuments of thy wit and learning thou once hadfV, 
"yet the floridneis and vigour of it muil then decay and 
gradually wither, till very old age make thee a child a- 
gaiTT, if thou live to it : but befides that, a fever, or a 
palfy, and an apoplexy, may grsatly impair, if not whol- 
ly deface and obliter ite thy learning, deprive thee frf" thy 
'memory, of thy vTit and uridertlandiny;: never be proud 
of fuch a privile^^e or endowment, which is under tbt 
mercy of a difea^e, nay, of a diftemper in thy blood, an 
aduft humour, an hypochondriacal vapour, a cafual fumie 
'of a mineral, or a fall, whether thou (halt hohd it or lofe 
^ it. 3. But yet farther, mark it "when thou wilt, (and it 

^*» may be thou wilt fooner perceive it in another than in thy- 

I felf) wit and Karning in any man, never in any cafe re- 

ceives more foils, more difadvantage, more blemifties, 
more impairs, than by pride : he that iy proud of his o\^ti 
knowlege, is commonly at his non ultrUy and rarely ac- 
quires more, fcorns inftrudtton, and* ftops the farther ad- 
vance of his faculties, knowlege, or learning, and under- 
values, and therefore neglefls, what he might learn fronji 

otheri. 
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others. Again» pride caib unfeemltnef;, xaxdtcencj, and 
many times even a ridiculoufhefs upon the greatell parts 
and learning : it is like the dead fUe in the apothecary's 
confection, that makes th(: whole unfavoury : bow com- 
mon and rife is this unhappy cenfure, that attends the 
commendation of fuch a man's wit and learning; '* is- 
*^deed he is a pretty man, a good fcholar, of fine parts» 
** and good underftaudiug; but he knows it too well» 
*•* his pride, felf-conceitednefs, oftentation, vain-glory^ 
** fpoils it all, and renders the man under the juft repute 
*' of a fool,, and ridiculous, notwithflanding all his clerk- 
*• (hip and learning." But, yet farther, pride by a kind 
of phyfical and natural confequence^ very oftentimes robs 
•men even of" that yfii and learning wherein ;they pride 
themfelves, by carrying up into the brain thofe eialted^ 
hot, cholerick humours and fumes, that break the liable 
and right temper and texture of the birain. More learn- 
ed men grow mad and brain-fick with the pride of that 
learning they think they have attained, than in the pur- 
ftiit and acqueU of it. f herefore beware of pride of thy 
wit, learning, or knowlege, if thou intendeft to keep it, 
or to keep the juil efteem or reputation of it. On the <?• 
ther fide, hunulity and lowiinefs of mind is the beft tem- 
per to improve thy faculties, to add a grace to thy leara-» 
ing, and to kcjcp thee maiW of it: it cools and quali&es 
thy fpirits, blood and humours, and renders thee fit to re- 
tain what thou hall attained, and to acquire more. 

4. In all thy rede^ons upon thyfelf, and what thou 
haft, never compare thyfelf with -thofe that are belo^v 
thee in what is worthy or eminent, but with thofe that 
are above thyfelf. For inftance, in point of learning, or 
knowlege, thy partiality and indulgence to thyfelf, will 
be apt to put thee. upon comparing thyfelf with thofe that 
are ignorant, or not more learned than thyfelf, as we f^e 
prdinarily idiots, or fools, or men of weak intelle<Elua!s» 
delight to converfe with thofe they find or think more 
.fooliih than themielves, and not with thofe that are v lif- 
er, that they may pleafe themfelves with a thought that 
they, are the wiieft in the company : but compare thyfelf 
with thofe that are more learned or wife than thyfelf, and 
then thou wilt fee matter to keep thee humble. If thou 
thinkeft thpu SMrt a.prctty proficient i|i p}iilpfophy, comr 

pare 
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/iyfdt wtUi Ariftotlc, with Plato, ATcrroes, l^henf- 

• /, or Alexander Aphrodtfaetis, or any great luniina- 

,A in philofbphy : if thou thinkcft thouart a pretty prO- 

, ytient in fthool learning, compare thyfclf with Aquinas, 

Scotus, Suarez: if thou thinkeft thou excellclt in the mal- 

thcnriaticks-, compare thyfelf with Euclid, Archimedes, 

Tycho, &c. and then- th<>ti- wilt find thyfclf to be like a 

iittle candle to a ft^r. The moft of the learning that this 

• prefent 9g;e glories of, is but an extract or coUedHon of 
what we find in thofe men of greater parts * only we think 
we have done great matters^ if we digeft it into fome other 
method, and prick in here and there a fmall pittance of 
our own, or quarrel at fomething that the ancients deli- 
Tered in fome odd particulars. And yet, ef en- in dds ef- 
fay, felf-loye plays iiich a part, that imlefs there be a: great 
cxccfs, and admirable advantage of others that are above 

"US ip any learning, or knowlege, we are ready to exalt 
ourfelves above our ftandard, and fecm in our own eyes 
to be at leaft equarto thafc that exceed us ; or by envy and 
detraction to bring down other* below ourfelves, efpeci- 
ally if we hit upon f(xne little caprichio that we think they 
faw not, 

5. And lafllj : Confider tfie great example of our Lord 
and Mafter, Jefus Chrift, who was the only Son of the 
glorious God, full of wifdora, knowlege, power, holi- 
nefs, goodnefs, and truth, and notwnihftanding all this,, 
humbled himfelf, and became ©f no reput?ttibn, and took 
upon him the form of a fervant, emptied liimfdf, and 
humbled himfelf, and became obedient to death, even- 
the death of the crofs, Philip, ir, 5, 6, 7, 8. Chrift Jefus- 
brought with him from heaven, the dodrrne of holine/s 
and righteoufhefs, and in all his fermons there is not any 
one virtue that he commenjdeth and command eth more 
than humility and lowlinefs^of mind, nor any one vice 
that he f^ts himfelf more againft than pride and haughti- 
neftofmind In his beatitudes, Matih v. 3, 5. Pbver- 
ry qf fpirit hath the firft promiTe, and meeknefs or humi- 
lity the third. Matth. xxiii, 6, 7. he checks and difpa- 
rageth the ptide of the Pharifees ; commands his difciples 
to run quite counter to their method; '*' Kt that will be 

^•* ^reat among you IhiiU be your fervant." Again, Mat, 
xviii. ]. Luke ix. 46. Mai^k ix. 3-4, when the bubble of 
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-ambtdon n>& ampngd the.dtfciples, who fhould be great* 

eft, he checks their pride and ambition with the pattern, 

and comitiendation of a little child : and as he thus taught,'. 

Jhe lived. One of tlie great ends of the miffion of Chrili 

into the world, was, that he ihould not only be a preach-. 

er of virtue, goodnefs, and piety, but alio. an example of 

it : and if we look thro' the whole life of Chrift, there i*. 

jiot one virtue that he did more fignally exercife, or by 

his example more expreOy commend to the imitation of 

Chriftians, than humilitj. I do not remember that he 

iaith in any place, learn of me to do miracles, for I am 

noighty in power; no, nor yet learn of me, for 1 am ho- 

Jy, -for I am obedient to the law of God, for i am liberal, 

tho' in all thefe he was exhibited as ah excellent exampU 

of holinefs, obedience, and charity, and muft be tlie Pat* 

tern of our imitation : but as if humility and lowlinefs of 

mind were the great mafter-piece o£ his example, he calls 

out, even when he was in 'one of the higheft extafies of 

{jpirit, that we find, until his paffioo, Matth. xi. v 25, 29, 

** Learn of me, for I ani meek and lowly in heart, and 

" ye Ihall find reft unto your fouls;'* and in that fignal 

advice given by the apoftle, Philip, ii. 5, ** Let the fame ' 

^*. miad be in you, which was alfo in Chrift Jafus, who 

«< being in the form of God, thought it no robery tO'be 

«« equ;d with God : but made himlelf of no reputation, 

** and took upon him the fprm of a fervant, and was made 

«« in the likenefs of man ; and being found in the falhioa 

<< of a man he humbled himfelf and became obedient to 

«« death, even the death of the crofs,** 

But, blefled Saviour 1 was there nothing elfe for us to 
learn of thee, but thy meekncfs and humility ? was there 
not fomething elfe wherein we were to bear in mind thy 
image, and write after thy excellent copy ? was there not 
tliy holinefs, purity, obedience, patience, truft in God, 
^d all that conftellation of virtues that appeared in thy 
do<5trine and life ? 

Surely yes, he was exhibited botlvas a prophet to teach* 
and an example to be imitated in all thei^ alfo ; but in his 
humility, if we may fay fo with reverence, before all. 

I . Becaufe the inftance and example of. his humility, 
was the raoft fignaLand wonderful of all the reft of his 
admirable virtues; that the eternal Son of the eternal 

God 
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God (houid cofidefcend fb low, as to become a man, boni: 
of a woman, and live upon earth fucfa a defpifed life, itnd 
die fuch ai\ accurfed death, is an inflance of humility, 
not only beyond alf example, but an inftance that is im- 
poflible in nature to be paralleled. 

2. Becaufe pride and vain-glory is fo unhappily rivet- 
ed in the corrupt nature of man, and it is fo hard a thing 
to bring him to be humbfe and lowly, notwithftariding 
all the benefits and advantages of it, that it did not only 
ftand in n^ed of- the moil ^plicite do6h*ine of Chrift to 
teach and commend it, the moft unparalleled example of 
Chrifl to win men over to it, but alfo the moft plain and 
direft, andexpliciteapplicationof that example, by that 
remarkable^ and fpecial invitation of our Lord to it, 
•* Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly." And again 
by his apoftle, ** Let the fame mind be in you which was 
«* in Chria Jefus," &c. 

3 . Becaule without humility to prepare and mellow the 
hearts of nien, it could not be morally poflible for them 
to receive the faith of Chrift, It was pride only that 
made the doilrine of Chrift to be to the Jews a ftumbling 

• block, to the Greeks fooliflinefs, but to 'them that are 
called, (viz, that obey that call of Chrift^ Matth. xi. 28. 
Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
&c. learn of tAe, for 1 am meek and lowly in heart,) 
it is Chrift, the power of God, and the wifdom of 
<' God," 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. 

4. Becaufe without humility, all the reft of thofe ex- 
cellent virtues, that were taught in the dodrine, and ex- 
hibited in the example of Chrift, hsid been but unaccep- 
table, A vifible holinefs, yet accompanied with pride 
and oftentaiion, is but a difguife of holinefs, and that 
accurled hypocrify, that our Saviour condemned in the 
Pharifees and others, Matth. vi, 16. Obedience to the 
law of God, good wdrks, fafting, prayer, if done with 
pride, oftentation, and vain -glory, are disad and unac- 
ceptable, Matth. xxiii. 5. Charity, alms', and bene- 
ficence, if done with pride and oftentation, and to re- 
ceive glory ©f men, lofeth its worth and reward, Matth. 
vi. 12. So that humility and lowlineft of mind, is the 
fubpratum and ground- work, the neceflary ingredient in- 
to all acceptable duties towards Cod or man. 
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^ACOBWow: Or the M-ode^tt and'^^K^ 



Gen. xxxviii. 30. 

^fiJ Jacob cwwtf^ /g v,0Wf j^yingy If God ttfiJi he vHth vte^ 
. and luftl keep me in. the ivdyMat I ga, and mtill give Ppe 

bread to eat^ aud raiment to put on, fo that I come again 
. to my father a bot^e in peac4^ thenfbatl the .Lord he my 

God, &c. 

TH £ only thmg thiEit i mtead to consider Qpon this 
place of boly fcripturc, is t]ie ** modefty aad rea- 
*« fonablcncfs of Jacob's defire." He doth not define 
grcatnefs pf wealth, or honour, or power, or fplcndof , 
or great equipage in this world ; but all that he defires 
in reference to this world, is, i. That the confortable 
prefence, and the fenfe of the favour and love of God 
^ould be with him : ** If God will be with me.*' 2, 
That the protedion of the dtvine providence may h't con- 
tinually over him; ** and will keep me in the way that 
*' I go." 5. That lie would fupply hitn, not with curb- 
iities ©r delicates, but with necelfaries; ** and will give 
** me bread to eat, and raiment to put on.'* 

And the tru|:h ts, this fliould be the rule and meafure of 
every good man, in reference to this life, and the enjoy- 
ments of it, and the defires of them, until he come to his 
Father's houfe in peace ; that honfe, wherein there are 
many manfions, that the great Father, of whom all the 
family in heaven a*nd earth is named, hath provided for 
fuch as fear, and love, and obey him* 

Indeed the two former of thefe, tho' they be no more 
Ithan what the bountiful God freely affords to all that 
truly love him, and depend upon him, are of a ftrange and 
vaft extent, i , The comfortable prefence olF God fup- 
plies abundantly all that can be defired by us, and abun- 
daijtly countervails whatsoever elf« we feem to want ; it is 
better than life itfelf : and when the antients would ex- 
prefsall that feemed beneficial or proiperous in tlrs life, 
VoL.J, D d they 
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they had no fuller and comprehenfive exprefiion of itp 
than that God was with him; as of jofep^. Gen, zxzix. 
3.. ** And when his mafter ^iaw that the Lord was with 
*< him/ and that the Lord made all that he did to pro- 
*• fper," 1 Sam. xviii'. 14, 2-8. 2 Sam. v. 10. The wis- 
dom, and courage, and fuccefs of David, is refolved in- 
to this one thing* ** The Lord was with him." 

But certainly, tho* the divine prefence fhould not ma- 
ntfeft itfdf in external fuccefles and advantaged, the very 
fenfe of the favour and comfortable prefence of God car- 
ries with it an abundant fupply of all other deficiencies, 
Pfal . iv . 6, 7 . The light of the <:ountenance of almighty 
Cod is the moft fuper- eminent good, and oceafions more 
true joy ancj contentment, than the redundance ©f all ex- 
ternal advantages. 2. The divine protedion and provi- 
xJence, is the moft fure and faie protedion, and fupplies 
the want of all other. The munition of rocks is thy de- 
fence ; and all other defences and refuges without this, 
arc weak, impotent, and failing defences. ** Except 
** the Lord watch the dty, the watchman watcheth but 
*• in vain," • 

That therefore which I fhall ^n upon, is the laft of his 
three deGres : << if he ihail give me bread to eat, and 
-*« raiment to pat on." 

The defires of a good man, in relation to the things of 
this life, ought Tiot to be the lavifh and extravagant ; not 
to be of things of grandeur, or delicacy, ' or excefs ; but 
to be terminated in things of neceflity for his prefent fub- 
fiftance, convenient food and raiment. If almighty God 
give more than this, it is matter of the greater grati- 
tude, as it was to Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 10, " I am not 
** worthy of the leaft of ail thy mercies, <^c, for with my 
« ftaff I paifed over this Jordan, and 'now I ^m become 
** two ba;ads : " But if he gives no more, wc have enough 
for our contentation. Almighty God, who is never woric 
than his word, but moft commonly better, hath not given 
us any promife of more, neither hath he given us com- 
miflion to cxpedl or afk for more. If he gives more than 
necefTary, he ejcalts his bounty and beneficence ; and yet, 
if he p:ives no more, it is his bounty that he gives fb much, 
sod is matter both of our contentation and gratitude. 

Thus the wife man Agur made his xequeft, Prov. ixx. 

8. ".Give 
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%. ** Gjve me neither poverty nor rkh^, feed me with 
•* food convenient forme." This our Lord teacheth us 
toalk, in his excellent form of prayer, *« Give us this day 
*-< our daily bread.'- And this is that which the apoftle 
prefcribes^ • for the rule of our c.ontfentation. i Tim. vi. 
8. *' And having food and raiment, let us be: therewith 
•* content." . . 

And truly, if it pleafeth God to allow us a fufficiency, 
and^ competency, for the neceflides of our nature, wc 
have very great reafon to be contended with it, not only 
as it is a duty enjoined unto us, but upon moft evident 
conviftion of found reafon, both in regard unto almighty 
God, in regard of ourfelves, and in regard of others. JE 
ihall mingle thefe rcafons together. 
• 1. It becomes us to be contented, becaufe whatfoever 
we have, we havefrom the free allowance, and goodnefs 
of God: he owes us nothing; but what we have, we 
have from free gif^ and bounty. If a man demands a^ 
debt of another, we think it}.uft he Ihould be paid what 
he demands ; . but if a man receives an alms from ano- 
ther, we think it reafonabie that he ihould be con* 
tent with what the other gives, without prefcribing to 
the meafure of his bounty. But the cafe is far ftronger 
here ; we ire under an obligivtion of duty to be charitable- 
to othei s wants, by virtue of a. divine command; but al- 
mighty God is under no other law of conferring benefits, 
but of his own bounty, goodnefs and will, 

2. Ft betomes us to be content, becaufe our meafure 
an4 dole is given unto us, as l^ him: that is abfolute 
I^rd of his own bounty, fo by him that is the wifcft dif- 
penfer of his own benefits : he knows, far better than we- 
ourfelves, what prc^ortion is fitteft for us : he hath givea 
us enough for our neceffity, and we are defirous to have , 
ibmewhat more ; the wife God knows, it may be, that more 
■wotiJd do us harm, would undo us ; woul i make us luxu- 
rious, proud, infolent, domineering, forgetful of God: 
the great Lord and Mafter of ths great family of the 
world, knows who are, and who are not able to bear re- 
dundancy :' and therefore if I have fooi convenient fjr 
rQe, I have reafon to be content, becaufe I have reafon to- ~ 
believe the great and wife God knows what proportion 
bail &s nxe;. it may be, if 1 had moce, 1 were ruined. 
• - D d 2 3^ VVe. 
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3* We muft know thatwtf arerbut ftewardsiof tBeifer^ 
external bleflings of this^ life, and at the great audita v/'i. 
xnUil give an account of our' (lewairdilup ; and tko& ac» 
counts ^11 be flrtdtly perufed>by the great Lord of all the^ 
family in heavea- and' eartb. Now if ouf external bene- 
fits be but propoi^ibnable to our necefiicies and necefikry^ 
vfe, our account is eafily and fafely made : wifrimh\ I 
have receiYcd fo mitch'(^ tHj extevnal bleiUngs as were 
neceilary for my food and cloathing, and for the feeding 
and cloathiag of my fanaily : but, on. the other iide, where 
there is a fupeHluity and i^undance given over and above 
our n^cefikry fupport, our account is more difficult. 
*• Where muck is giveii) mxich will be required.*' There- 
will be an account required, how the redundant overplus 
was employed ; how much in charity, how much- ii^ other 
good works; and God knows, that COO too ofti» verf 
pitiful accounts are made of that furpbfagfs and re- 
ciiindancy of a liberal eftate ; which will be fa far ff<st^ 
abating the account, as it will enhaunce it: ium^ fomucb^ 
in' excels, debauchery, and riot ; fo much in coftly ap* 
parel ; fo much in magnificent and vain {hew$> and the lik^% 

4. Our natures may be well enough fuppUed with Kttle; 
ntrtura paucts cantenta: and whatfocver is redundmit, 
inofl conamonly turns to the' damage sb^ dettimeat ct 
our nature,, unlefs it meet with a very wife proprietor t 
for tlie excefs in the abufe- of fuperftuities in eating and 
drinking, and gratifying our appetites, or t^e excefs o# 
care and pains in getting, ot keeping, ©r difpofmg fuper- 
fluities and redundance, commonly doth more ham:f». 
even to our natural compledfeons and con/litul^on^ th.in %. 
mediocrity proportionate to the n^ce^ities of natufe. 

5. WbaUbever is more than enoirgb for our natural 
fupport,. and the ncceifery fupply of our femilies> and fdt 
employed, is in truth vain, larfelefs', unferviceable ; aaftJ 
fuch a man is rich but \Vi fancy and notion, and not iff 
truth and reality : for the ule of tfxtern^s is to fuppl^ 
our natural neceffities; if 1 have amiR ion of money, ana 

' yet a hundred pounds i^ ib0tcient, and as much as I fhall 

ufe to bring me to my grave, the ret^ is valii and needle/s* 

. to me, and doth me no good : it is inJefec! my burdeo, 

and my care, and my trouble ; but it is of no more ufe to» 

me ia my chei^^ thajB if it were la the ccsueit q£ ibc earths 

It 
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ft fe true, I have thereby a happy opport.iinit3r, if I have: 
a large and a wife heart, to difpole of it to the glory and' 
fervice of God,' and" the good of mankind, in works of. 
piety, charity aild humanity : but if 1 keep it in my cheft, . 
it ban impertinent trouble; neither uleful for mytHf,. 
becaule Ineed'it not,. I have enough without it; nor, as 
1: order it, is it ufeful-for others, no more than if it werc- 
an hundred fathoms under ground. 
' 6. A ftate of mediocrity^ or ilipplies proportionate to* 
Uiy neceflity, is infinitely more fate to me, even in refpeit- 
of myfelfj than an eftaie o^ glory, wealth, power, and* 
abundance. An etiate of mediocrity and commenfurate- 
nefs to our cx^igence and neceflity, is the freell of any con- • 
dition in the world fromr pefturbatioas and temptations t ' 
a ftate and condition of want, and too narrow for our ne- • 
ceflities, is an eftate fub}e«5t tafome troubles and tempta- 
tions: but of all conditions in the world, a^reJundant and- 
over -plentiful condition is moft fubjedt to the moft darige-- 
rous and pernicious temptations in the world ; as namely, . 
forgetful nefs of God*, lisJf-dependance, pride, infolence,. 
oppreflion, injuftice, unquietnefs of mind, excefs^ luxu— , 
ry, intemperance, contempt of others: and! have very 
often known thofe perfons that have carried theinielvesi 
fteadily and commsndably ia a condition of mediocrity,, 
nayj have been able to bear with vi<5tory the fliocks oF ■ 
thofe temptations that arifc from want and poverty ; yet- 
when in the late times they were advanced to wealth, pow- 
er, and command, -wd-e loft, and could not bear the temp-- 
t^tions that attended grandeur, wealth j and -power** andt 
the fun of wealth and profpcrity -quickly difrobed- them t 
of that mantle of inhoce&ce, piety, and virtue, that they 
kept about them agaifift the-ftorms and ailauks'of vpant$> 
and neceftlties. So that certainly it requires a great ervigi-- 
Itmce, atteyition, induftry, and reiblutiouj tooppofeandi 
conquer the temptations of grandeur, wealth and power^ , 
than the temptations of want,' neceflity and poverty : 
ibmc patience and htimility will do much to -fubdue the •• 
latter; but he that will 'acquit himlelf from Hhe tempta- 
tions of the former, hath need of great wii<lom^ modera- 
tion, fobriety, and a low efteem of the world, 'and efpe- 
cially a great and practical exercife of the fear of God, ^ 
faith in his promUes, and a fixed hop.e. and pirofped of the - 
' " I^ <^ 3. pvrcitiifsfis 
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promifb of immortality aad glory, vi^h^reby they atff 
overcome t^e i[Wtieri»g aad deceitAil World. 

7. A A ate of exteruak proper t4GhatQ to our neceffitkf^ 
is a far more ferene aad iafe eftate 10 Fefsreiiee to othersi, 
than aa eftate of 9stern^ grandeur, and inre&lib, sold 
power. And the reafoB^are, Firiil, Becai^fe the former 
hath nothiug that others do covet or delire ; but the lat- 
ter haih gotten the gokkn ball) that the generality oi 
mankind are fond to have^ and are rei^) efs tiU they have 
gotten it ; which- makes the man's estate nnquiet and un-' 
fafe, becaitfe he hath many competitors for whsrt he esjoyS/ 
which are continuarlly eRdeavouring to trip up his heels ;. 
jull as we fee when a bird hath gotten a booty or prey, all 
oi:her birds of prey ar^ following and c?itchtng after it^ 
and ever molefting thc^t which, hath it. 3. BecaHie h« 
that enjoys much, either of honour, or wealth, or powery 
is the objcA of the envy of other men, which it a bufy^ 
refllefs, pernicious humour ; and ever picking quarrelsy 
and finding fauk$, and ftudying aad endeavouring the 
ruin of its obje£^ : whereas a ftate of mediocrity, is a ftatei 
of quietnefs, and free frcHa the afiaults and ihafu of hifr 
pediient companioBs. 

8« We fee that all worldly matters are by a kind of in*' 

bred and connatural necellity fubjedt to mutattoBS an J 

changes. When granduer, honour, and wealth are aft 

their higheft pitch, like the fun in the meridian, they (lay 

-not long there, but they have their declination. Now 

the changes that are incident to greatnefs and wealth, are 

always for the word; they moft corpmonly take their 

•wings and fly away, when they feem to be in their higheft 

pitch of plenty and glory : and this creates in a man very 

j^eat anxiety and reftlefs fear, left he Ihonld lofe what he 

hath; and infinite ftrugglings and fhif tings to keep it 

when it is going ; and extreivn difappointment, vexation, 

and forrow when it is gone. On the/)ther fide, a ftaci 

of mediocrity may have its changes too; and as it is fcl* 

dom for the worfe, ft> it is 'moft ordinarily for the better; 

whereby the man hath great peace and ti'anquillity. We 

need not have a better ioftance of both thefe condition* 

than in Jacob, the perfon in the text» while he was m t 

flate of mcdipcrity, and rather indeed in a ftrait, than in 

an aaiplc condiuoii ; when he had noiliiag bcit hts fta£ 

and 



lan^li^fbpples of bread to eat, and clothes to puf oBf^ 
lit was in a ftate of great tranquiliity ; and that changd 
which belei that coiidition» was a change not for tho: 
worfe but for better, at lead in relation to his exter- 
slais, his fupples increaled : but as foon-as he once arrived 
ait great wealth, under his uncle Laban, though it is truest . 
idle divine providence kept him from a total lois of it, yel 
he fooR found that profperous condition full of thorns and 
difficulties, i. His unck and his fous be^a to envy his 
%'ealth, and he began to be in great fears suid jpaloufies 
kil he ilK>uld be deprived of all. a. Then to avoid that 
fear, he fiies, and his unck purfues him ; and then he. 
vas under a new fear of lofs of all he had got. y^. Whea 
that fear was over, then he fears that the rumour of his 
wealth, and the former difpkafure of his brother £fau^ 
Wfght make him and all his wealth- a prey to his brother ; 
9nd certainly, had not the immediate provideiace of al<> 
mighty God ftrangely interpofed, he had not only fek 
^e difficukks and unq&ietnefs of his great wealthy con^ 
diefbn, (which were profitable for his in[lru<5tion;) but 
he had fuifered a total deprivation of it, either by Labia,, 
•r Efau, or at kad by tlM neighbouring Shecheoitt^, ex« 
afperated by the treacher]^ and cruelty of his two foos 
Simeon and Levi. 

Upon tkefe amd many more confiderations^ it is mod 
evident^ that a ftate of mediocrity in externals, is to be 
preferred before aneftate of much wealth, honour, or 

frandear : that of the two extremes, poverty cm the on© 
de, or very great wealth and, glory on the other, the 
latter is in truth more dangerous and difficult than the 
former; but that of Agur's prayer, a ftate of mediocrity^ 
** neither poverty nor riches/' but food convenient for » 
fnan*s condition, is the mod defireable (late in this life, and 
tbat which avoids the difficulty of both extremes.. 

J would willingly from thcfe considerations therefore 
karn tcy attain fuch a tetitper an J difpofkion of foul, aS 
tit'^ht be fafe ani ufeful for me in relation to all thefe 
three conditions of life, which foever of them the divine 
fr(Jvidence fbould fend unto me. 

r. Ill reference to a mediocrity, or fiich a (late of ejij. 
Cernih as mii^ht be fuitabk to the ex'gance and nature 
df mjr conditiaa vx this li&; I ihouid.make iuch a date 

my 
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my choice, and not xnj troubJc ; 1 (honld with all tfeanki- 
feiaefs acknowlege both the goodnefs andwirdom of al-- 
mighty God, in giving me fo competent, and {o fafe a^ 
condition ; that hath by his providenosidelive'red me from' 
the diflSculties, and inconveniencjes, and dangers, and- 
temptations of both extremes, namely, great want, and« 
great wealth : and 1 ih;ill bear my lot, not only with^greatr 
patience and qnietnefs, but with great contentation and 
thankfuinefs. 

2. In reference to an eftatc of want or indigence. If 
it ihonld pleafe the divine providence to appoint that 
condition; to me, 1* ihould nevertheleis comfort and fup- 
pori my-felf with fuch confiderations as thcfe, i . Though' 
my condition be narrow and neceffitoys, yet it is that, 
which the great wile Lord of^the great family of the* 
world hath appointed to me; I will therefore bear ir 
with patience and refignation.. 2. Though it be an« 
citate of indi.^ence and iiarrownefs, yet it is fnch as affords 
me and my family life and fubfitleuce, though not with-- 
out much pains and difficulty : it might have been worfe, 
and it may pleafe God to -make it better, when he feeth*. 
fit; 1 will therefore bear it with contentednefsy as well as* 
patience. 3. Though my ftatc be very narrow and% 
pinching, yet it is poflibly much more kiit; than an e-- 
fiate'of grandeur and alHuence ; my account is the left ; 
my temptations not. fo dangerous; my ' cares fewer ; my* 
leflbns of dependance upon God, of humility and lowli- 
neis of mind, of temperance and fobriety, of contempt- 
of the world, of valuation of eternity and provifioti for* 
it, are better learned in this extreme than in the other t- 
I Ihall .therefore endeavour to improve the opportunities^, 
even of this hard condition, and bear it not only with cou*- 
tcntCjdnefs, but thankfulnefs. 

3. In reference to an eAate of redundance and- afflu> 
ence of externals, an ' eftate of weakh and plenty, of 
honour and grandeur,, of power and authority) and pre*- 
eminence; I will con fider,, i. That this -is an eftate full 
of temptations, and temptations of the greateft fize, andl 
the moft dangerous nature ; as pride and ii>folence, for*- 
getfulnefs of God, luxury, intemperance, carnal confi- 
dence and fecurity, contempt of others, and in finite 
more; and if any of thefe get the adAraiUage^.they -w-Ul 

do 



i& me ii£G^ mifchief, than al) ifiy y^^t^M ^V do m'e 
good. 2. Therefore I wrft Itant* and exercife very great 
vigilafK*e and ateentron, that I benot cheated into theft 
temptations. 3. I will takeatrtrereftimate of the worid,. 
and of all thefe goodly appearances that I am attended 
with from it ; and I will not take my meafure and efli* 
mate of them by the coitimen opinion €>£ the world, or 
by their fpendid outfide ; but I will look more ftri<fHy in- 
to them, and find whether they are not uncertaix^ de* 
ceivrng things ; what lability there is in thera ; what 
good they will do me after death; what quietnefs or 
tranqdinity of mind, they will give me, or rather take 
from me ; whether they have in themfelvcs any real in- 
fluence to make me better or wifer. 4. Upon thefe coa- 
fiderations, if I fbad, as flfid I fhall, that tLey have not 
thatreal worth in th'emthaC the vain world fmagihesy I 
will not fet my heart upon them» nor place any confidence 
tn them, iK)rlay oot much of my hre upon them,, nai> 
have an/ great tidleem of them. 5. I will fet my heart m 
a true and ferious ecmfideratiofi of thofb durable riches, 
and glory^ and* honoor that our dear Lord hath provTd* 
ed for us in die life to* cotne, stud that eternal weight ot 
glory will infinitely outweigh all the weahh, aiid lonotir^ 
and glory that I do or can enjoy m diis world; 6» AikX 
upon this confidefatiott alfo will f re^fy my judgmenf 
concerning this woi'ld, and the grcateft glory of rt, and^ 
thereby habieuate myfelf to a low eflccm of the wealth I 
have, or can have, and fet tip my hopes and treafure 
in more noble and durable enjoyments. 7. 1 wilf 
confider I am but s fteward when all is done, and 
the greater my wealth or honour is, the greater mf* 
accompts muft l^e^ and the more difficult to keep them 
fair. 8, That in as much as I am but a fteward, I wil^' 
be very careful, that my management of my tnril maf^ 
be fuch as will bear my Lord*s fcrutiny. ! will not cm- 
ploy my flock of weakh or honourrto thedifhonour of nrf 
Lord, in riot dr excefs, ta vanity or opprefEon ; but will 
do as much good with it as I- can, according tor the trufS 
committed to me, that 1 may give a jtift, and fiirr, and? 
comfortable account of my ftewardfhip when my Lord 
and Mader calls for it. 9. That in as much as thol^ 
verjf externals are in theilifelves blef&ags If well employ- 
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cd, though not the bleflings of the greateft magnitude^ \ 
\A\\y with all humility and thankfulnefs, acknowlege the 
divine bounty to me, in truding me with abundance, and 
will employ it to his honour^ 



Seneca, Thyeft. Aft 11. 



STET quicunque volet 
potens 
j^til^ (ulmine luhrico : 
Mt^ dulcis faturet quits; 
Ohfcuro pofttus iocOy 
Lent perfruar otto ; 
NuUis- nota ^irittbus 



lEtas per taciturn ftuat^ 
Sic cum tranjierint t?ici 
Nulla cum Jtrepitu dief, 
Pleheius trior iar fenex . 
//// mors gravis incubat, 
^i notus nimis omnibus^ 
Ignotui moriturjibi. 



LE T.him that will afcend the tott'ring feat, 
Of courtly grandeur, and become as great 
As are his mounting^wilhes ; ai for me, 
Let fweet repofe,. and reft my portion be ; 
Give me fome mean obicure recefs; a fphere 
Out of the road of bufinefs, or the fear 
Of falling lower, where I Iweeily may 
JVlyfelf, and dear retirement Hill enjoy • 
Let not my life, or name, be known unto 
The grandees of the times, toft too and fro 
By cenfures, or applaufe ; but let my age 
Slide gently by, not overthwart the ftage 
Of publick adion ; unheard, unfeen, 
And unconcerned, a& if I ne'er had been. 
And thus while I ihall pafs my {ijent days 
In fhady privacy, free from the noifc 
And buftles of the world, then I thea fhall t 
A good old innocent Plebeian die. 
Death is a mere furprize, a very fhare. 
To him that makes it his .life's greateft care 
To be a publick pageant, known to all. 
Yet unacquainted with, himfelf doth fall* 
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©/ C O N T E N T A T I O N: And the 

Motives te it, both Mokal <tnd Divine. 

Ph I L. ir, II. 

/Ipr I have learned m nuhatfoever Jiate I am therevjUh to he 

content, . 

THERE ire three excellent virtues Syhich efpccially 
refer to our condition in this life, and much con- 
duce tot>ur fafe and comfortable pafTage through it, 

1 . Equality of mind, or equanimity. 

2. Patience. 

3. Gontentednefs. 

1. Equality of mind, or equanimity, is that virtue 
which refers both to profperity and adveriity, whereby 
in all^ondidons of that kind, we carry an even and e- 
qual temper, neither over-much lifted up by profperity^ 
nor over-much deprefled in adverfity. 

2. Patience properly refers to croffes, difappointments, 
affliiftions, and adverfity, whereby we carry a quiet and 
fubmiflSve mind, without murmuring, paffion, or dif- 
compofure of fpirit, in all aiflidions, whether (icknefs, 
lofs of friends, poverty, reproach, difgrace, or the like, 

3. Contentation ; which differs from equality of mind, 
l)ecaufe that refpedls as well profperity as adverfrty; this 
-only adverfity ; and in fome refpedls differs alfb from pa- 
tience (though this always accompanies it.) i. In the ex- 
tent of the objed, for patience refpefts all kinds of af- 
fli(ftion ; contentednefs, in propriety of fpeech, refpe<5l3 
principally the alflidion of want or poverty. 2. In the 
a<fl itfelf; for patience in propriety of fpeech, iinplies 
only a quiet, compofed toleration of the evilnefs of ad- 
verfity, but contentednefs imports fomewhat more, 
namely, not only a quietnefs of mind, tTut a kind of 
chearful free fubmiffion to our prefent condition of ad- 
verfity, a ready Compliance widi the divine providence, 
and, in effei^, a choice of that flate wherein the divine 
difpenfation placeth us, as well as the bearing it. 

Thefc, 
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Thefe, though they may in ftridlnefs give a diflindioA 
between patience and content ation, yet we muft oblerve 
"fhat content^tion IS. never ^thqut patience, t^ou^h itl^e 
fome thing more: and that in the commpn acceptation 
and'ktkude of rfieword, ccmtentation doth not only ex- 
tend to the condition or affli^on of poverty, but even to 
all other outward affli<ftions reached to us by the inflidting 
or permitting hand of divine providence : and in this large 
^cc-eptation I A^U here apply and u&.it. . 

-Content therefore, in its large acceptation, is not only 
a quiet and patient, but alfo a free and chearful doling 
ivith that eftate and condition of liie, which the divixie 
difpenfation fkall allot .unto us, whether mean, or poor, 
or laborious and painful, or obfcure, or ncceffitous^ qt 
fickly, or unhealthy, or without friends, or with.lofs or 
abfcnce of friends, or any other ftate that feems ungrate- 
iiil to our nature or difpofition. For we need not apply 
this virtue to a ftate of hi^h profperity in ail things, where- 
in, (though men are not ordinarily coatentcd) yet they 
have but fmall temptations to difcontent from the ftate it^ 
felf wherein they are. 

This leffon of contcntation was learnt by this apoftle, 
which imports thefe things : i . That it is a leflbn that is 
pofliblc to be learned, for .the apoftle had learned it. 2, 
That it IS a leilbn that requires fomething of induftry and 
pains to acquire it, for he learned it before he attained it. 
2. That it is a leffon that deierves the learning, for he 
fpeaks of it as of a thing of moment and great ufe, well 
worth the pains he took to attain it. i^nd the truth is, it 
js of fo great importance to be learned, that without it 
we want the comfort oi our lives, and with it all conditi- 
ons of life are not only tolerable, but comfortable. And 
^ence it 15, that this excellent apodle doth very often in- 
culcate and prefs and commend this iefTon in many of his 
epiftles. I Tim. v 6 ^' Godlinefs with contentment is 
*« ^greatgain/' Heb. xiii. 5. -*« Let your converfation be. 
** without covetoufnefs, and be content with fuch things 
^* as ye have; for he hathfaid, I will not leave thee nor 
<* forfake thee." ^ Again, i Tim. vi. 8. ** And having 
** food and raiment let JUS be therewith content,'* " 

1 Ihall therefore fet down thefe rcafon^ that may per- 
fuade and jencourage us to contentation with our conditi- 
on, 



«n, and likewife to patience under it; for patience and 
contentation cannot be well fevered. And the reafons are 
of two forts; u Moral, 2. Divine and evangelical. For 
I ihall not decline the ufe of moral reafons, confidering 
how far by the help of thefe, many heathens (that had 
not the true knowlege of God revealed in his word and 
Son) advanced in the prafllce of thefe virtue^. The mo- 
ral reafons therefore are thefe. 

1 . Very many of the external evils we fiiflfer are of our 
own choice and procurement, the fruits of our own fol- 
lies and inadvertence and averfenefs to good counfel : and 
■why (hoiild we be difcontented, or impatient under thofe 
evils which we ourfelves have chofen, or repine becaule 
thefe trees bear their natural fruit? 

2 . The greated part of evils we futfer are of that nature 
and kind, that are not in our power either to prevent oi^ 
help: fome come from the very condition of our nature, 
as ficknefs, death of friends; and of abfolute neceflity, 
the more relations any man hath, the more evils of this 
kind he may fufTer: and can we reafonably expe«a that 
the very nature of things fh )ald bs chaaged to pleafe our 
hupiblirs ? Again, fo ne come from the hanis of men, that 
it may be are more povverfuf , more fubcil and malicious : 
iR*hy ihould we Jifcontent ourfelves, or be inpatient, be- 
wail fe others are too ftrong for us ? Others again come \>j 
occurrences natural ^tho' difpofed by the hand of the di- 
vine providence) as lof^s by ilorms and tempetls,, by un- 
ftafoaable weather, by intemperateiiefs of the air or mete- 
ors : can we reilonibly expeft that the great God of hea- 
ven and earth lh:>uld alter his fettled laws of nature ifbr 
the conveiiience of every fuch little worm as you or I am ? 
it may be' that ilorm or inte nperate feafon, that may do 
you or me fome pnejudice, miy do others, ;is many and 
as good, or it miy be more and better, a benefit; that 
wind that itrikes my ihip again.1 the rock, may fetch off 
two or more fro n the fan is. Let us be content therefore 
to fuiFer almighty GoJ to govern tflfe world according to 
his wiidon, and not our will, though it may be a parti- 
cular detriment to you or to me; or if we repine agairf{l 
It, we mu i not think thereby to obtain our own wills. 

3. The texture and fra ne of the world is fuch, thit it 

is abfolutely nec«iTary, that if fome be rich and powerful, 

Vol. I. E e or 
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or great, or honourable, others muft be poor, and fubjeft^ 
^nd ignoble: if all were equally powerful, there would 
be no power nor government, bccaufe all would be equal : 
if all were equally rich', it would be but only nominally • 
indeed none would be rich, but all would be poor ; there 
could be no artificers, no labourers, no fcrvants. Since 
therefore it is of ncceffity, in the order of the world, that 
fome muft be poor, or lefs rich or powerful than others, 
why fhould I be fo unreafbnable or unjuft, to defire that 
the lot of poverty or lownefs of condition fhould be ano- 
thers and not mine ? or why fhould not I be contented to 
be of the lower fort of men, lince the order of the world 
requires that fuch fome muft be ? 

4. Let any man obfervc it when he will, he fhall find 
that whatfbever of worldly advantages any man doth moft 
plentifully enjoy, and moft men moft greedily deftre, of 
necedity he touft thereby have more erodes and afflidHons. 
A man defires many children, friends, relations ; the more 
he hath of ihefe, the more mortal dying comforts he hath ; 
riie more he hath that muft be ficfc, and fuffer afHi<5tion, 
and die ; and every one of thefe afllidtions or lofles in a 
man*s relations, are fb many renewed afBi^ions, and crof- 
fes to himfelf. ,A man defires wealth, and hath it; the 
more cares and fears he hath ; and the more be hath, the 
more he hath to lofe, and of neceflity he muft have more 
loffes the more he hath ; as he that hath a thoufand fHeep, 
muft in probability lofe more in a year than he that hath 
but forty : and befides, wealth is the common mark that 
fevery man fhoots at, and every man will be pulling fbmc- 
what from him that hath much, becaufe every man thinks 
he hath enough for others as well as himfelf. A man de- 
fires honour, power, grandeur, and he hath them : but 
every man envies him, and is ready to unhorfe him ; and 
a fmall negleft, reproach or misfortune fits clofer to fuch 
a man, than to a meaner man; and the more of honour. 
or power he hath, the more of fuch breaches he fhall be 
fure to rnect with, 4^ man defires long life, and accord- 
ingly enjoys it ; but in the traft of long life, a man is 
fijre to meet with r;^re ficknefs, more crofifes, niore Ipfs 
of friends and relations, and over-lives the greateft part 
^f his external comforts, and iji old age becomes his own 
burden. 

. J. If 
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5 . If a man defircs much weakh or power, and enjoys 
it; yet it is certain fo much the more thereof he hath, fo 
much the lefs others have ; for he hath that which might 
otherwife be divided among many : why therefore fliould 
a man dcfire it, or difcontent himfelf, if he have it not, 
fince what he thus enjoys is with another's detriment and 
lofs, who would have a fhare in it, if he had it not alone ? 
and why fhould I covet that, or be difcontfented if I have 
it not ; fince if I have it, 1 ihall procure the like difcontent 
in others \ 

6. It is certain in the courle of the world, there are and! 
muft be a greater number of croffes and troubles, and of 
greater moment, than there are of external comforts ; nay, 
there is fcarce any comfort that any man hath, but like 
Jonah's gourd, it hath a worm growing at the root of it, 
which doth not only wither the comfort itfelf, but moilt 
times creates greater trouble and forrow, than the comfort 
iirielf hath good if entirely enjoyed. A man hath many 
children, it may be they are all very good and hopeful, 
yet they are mortal, and if they die, the death of fuch a 
child is fo much the more' grievous, by how much the 
more good and tovrardly he was. But if any of them prove 
vicious, foolifh, and naught, by how ranch a child is 
nearer than a ftranger, by fo much the more his vices give 
trouble, forrow, and care to his parent : fo that in all 
worldly things, the flock of trouble is greater three to 
one, than that of comforts j fo true is that of Job, " a 
•' man is bom to trouble^as the fparks fly upwards.** Why. 
therefore fliould a naan fink into difcontent, becaufe the 
world doth hxxlfolitum ohtincrc, and follow its ov/n natu- 
ral complexion and flate ? 

7. We are generally greatly miflaken in the nature of 
good and evil, and have not the true meafures of them> 
That is truTy relatively good which makes 2 mian the bet- 
ter, and that truly evil in its relative nature, which makes- 
a man the worfe. If profperity and fuccefs make me 
thankful, watchful, charitable, beiwficent, then is pro- 
fperity good to me, for it makes me better; but if it make 
me proud, haughty, infolent, domineering, vain- glori- 
ous, it is evil to me. If adverfity make me clamorous,, 
murmuring, envious, fpiteful, injurious, tljen 'tis evil to- 
me; but if it makes me humble, fbber, patienti then 'tis.^ 

£. e 2 gooii 
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good tome. And kt any man impartially take tKe mea* 
lure of tne very fame man, or divers men in each conditi- 
on, he lliall find ten to one receive more mifchief by pro- 
ijperity tl^an by adverfity, A\'hy fliould I then not content 
myfelf with that condition which is more fafe to me, an4 
xnakes me the better man, though not the richer cjr greats 

8. *U^hich is but a farther explication of what is iaid 
next before. It i« certain, that a good man is like the e- 
lixir, it turns iron into gold, and makes the moft four 
condition of life not only tolerable, but ufeful and conve- 
nient. If I be fuch, I mould and frame iHy worft condi- 
tion into a condition of comfort and contentment by my 

^patience and contentation. "Why fhould I then be dif- 
contented with my condition, fmce by the grace of God 
I am able to itiake it what I pleafe ? if I can content my- 
felf with the good temper and difpoiition of my own hearC 
and foul, I have no rcafcn to be difcontented with my con- 
diiicn, for if I find it not good, I can meke it fuch by the 
equality, patience, and temper of my own mind : and 
that the mind is the principal matter in contentation or 
difcontent, we need no other inftances than that of -Ahab 
ard Ilaman ; the one a great king, the other a great fa- 
vourite of a mighty monarch, full of wealth and honour; 
ytt a covetous mind in one, and a proud mind in the 0- 
ther, made the former fick for a little fpct of ground, and 
the latter grow to fo high a degree of difcontent for want 
of the knee of a poor Jew, that it withered all his enjoy- 
ments, I Kingsxxi, 5. Efth. V, 13. 

9. Difcontcnt and impatience gaits a thoufand times 
more than the crofs or afHi<5lion doth. 'We owe more of 
the evil of crolles, troubles, and affii^iocs, to the unquiet, 
refilefs, impatient diftemper of our mind, than to them. 
AVe are like men in a fever, that infinitely increafe their 
heat by their tcffing and tumbling, more ihv?n if they lay 
ilill, r.^d then they complain of the uneafineis of their bed: 
like the proj^het's wild bull in a tet, we entangle and tire 
curfelvcs wcrfe with our ftrugglliig, than if we were more 
patient and dill; or like the ihip, it is not broken by the 
rock, but by its own violent motion againft it. W hy then 
ffiOuM 1 diilontent and difquiet; myfelf with my conditi- 
on* 
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cm, vrhen I make it and mjfelf t£iereby worfe and morr 
tineafy ? 

10. As my dircontednefs and unqnietneis renders my 
condition the more uncafy, fo it no way conduceth to my 
refcue from it : for fince I cannot be fo brutilh as to think 
that the occurrences which befal men are without a divine: 
condtidt ; fo it is certain^that alt his difpenfattons arc wife, 
and direded to a wife end ; ahd even aM<5Uontt themfelves^ 
have their errand and bufinefs to make men more bumble^ 
-watchful and confiderate. If I corre^ my child for hi* 
fault, and he continue ftill more flubbom, I (hall corre^ 
him longer, tiJi he return to his fubinifUvenefs and duty., 
"Why then fliould I difcontent myfelf, and be impatienc 
under my affli^on, when it is not only vain and fruitlefs, 
thereby to expeft deliverance, but in* all probability, the- 
£kelieft way to keep me ftill under ft ? 

11. As thus my condition is not amended, but made . 
the worfe, more fevere and lading by my impatience and 
dffcontent, fo patience andeontentation wiUeive rac thefr 
great advantages : i . In all probability it will ihorten my 
affliiflion, becaufe it hath obtained its e^e^ and end, and- 
the mcflage ft brings^ is duly anfwered. 2,. But howfoe- 
Tcr it vt'ill make it mfihitely moreeafy, the Icfs I ftruggle 
tmder it, g:. And, which is the beft of all, it gives me 
the pofTeflSon of my own foul, internal peace and tranqui- 
lity of mind, akindandcomfiDrtable ferenity offpiHt: I: 
rem^jin maft'er of my paffions, of my intelledf uals, of my- 
ielf, and am not tranfported into another thing, than what 
becomes a reafonable man: though- there be- ftormyand-' 
tempefts and roiling feas without me, yet all is^ calln^ and/ 
quiet within. Contentation and patience renders niy out- 
ward condition of little concernment to me, fo Ibng as it' 
gives me the opportunfty to pofleis and enjoy myftlf, my 
▼inue and goodnefs, and the attcflatioa 'of a good* con- 
fcience. 

12. Though r want fomewfiat that otBers Bavei- yer 
^*tis ten to one, th;it f hive fomewhat that many as good,. 

iT not better, want, ft may be* L want wealth, yetl'have 
health ; it may be 1 want health, yet 1 have children that 
others want. I« will learn- contentment by confidering o- 
thers wants and my enjoyments, and not learn difcontent 
iKNS others enjoyments and my own wants% 

£'e J Ihcfe: 
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Thefe be the moral confideratton^, and truly ticy fc 
of great weight, moment,, and ufe; and, as I iaid, car- 
ried the heathen a great way ia the virtues of contentati- 
on and patience : but yet they oftentimes failed, and were 
too weak to compofe the mind under a ftorm of crofles,. 
Jofles and afBiifVions, and therefore almighty God liath 
furnifhed us with a more excellent w^y, which lets mc 
into the fecond confideration, namely, the divine and evan- 
gelical helps to patience and contentation : their number 
will not be fo many as the former, but their weight and 
efficacy greater, and they are fuch as thefe. 

1. The word I here fu&r is lefs than I deferve; and 
the lead tlrat I enjoy k more than I can in juftice expe<Et, 
it is the gift and bounty of God : I have reafoa to be con- 
Jent and thankful for the leaft mercy ; and to be patient 
and quiet under my greateft evil, 

2. There is ;no afflidlion, crofs, or condition of life, 
but is reached out to us from the hand or permiflion of. 
the moft glorious Sovereign of all the world, to whom we 
owe an mfin'te fubje6ion, becaufe we have our being from 
him : and therefore it is but juft and reafonable for us to 
content ourfelves with what he is pleafed thus to infii6t : 
and the greateft crofs or afHi<5h*on of this life, is not an- 
fwerable to his bounty and goodnefs in giving us a being. 

3. He is not only the abfolute Sovereign of us, and all 
the world, but he is the moft juft and wife Governor of it, 
and all men, and all the difpenfations of his government 
are diredlcd to nioft juft, wife, and e^icellent ends : and 
therefore we.have all imaginable reafon, not only patient- 
ly to fubmit, but cheerfully and contentedly to bear any 
condition that he difpenl^th, and with an implicit faith, 
to refign our wills to his, as being aiTured it is infinitely 
more wife and juft than ours. Sometimes they are the 
a<5ls of his juftice to punifti us for fon;ie paft offence, but 
always the a<5ls of his wifdom^ either to try us, or reclaim 
us; to prevent us from worfe evils; or to amend us, to 
make us more humble, watchful, dutiful,* eircumfpe^; 
to draw us off from too much refting on the world ; to 
make us bethink ourfelves of our duty, and returning to . 
him by repentance, faith and obedience. 

4. He is not only a wife and juft Governor, but a moft 
merciful and tender Father; and .one that out of very 
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faitlifulnefs, love and goodnefs, corredt us, as a father 
doth his fon he entirely loveth: and upon this account he 
may reft aflured, i , That he never aOlids, or lends, or 
permits any crofs to fall upon us, but it is for our ever- 
lifting, and many times for our temporal good : 2. That, 
no crofs or a51i6:ion Ihall lye longer or heavier upon us, 
than is coriducible to our*good: 3. That he doth, iand 
will always, fend along his ftaff with his rod, his grace. 
-with his alBidtion, to tutor and inftruft us, to fupport and 
connfort us ; and if we find not this fupport in our greateft 
aBiiclion, it is not becaufe it is wanting to t^s, but becaufc . 
vxe are wanting to it, . to lay hold upon it, to improve it. 

5. For our farther aiTurance of his love to us^ and care 
of us, we have the word of the great Monarch of the 
world, the mighty, faithful, and ail-fufEcient God. " I 
•* will never leave thee, nor forfake thee," Heb, ziii. 5. 

6. He hath given us the greateft pledge of his love and . 
goodnefs-, that the mofl doubting or craving heart in the . 
world could ever defire ; his Son to be our facrifice : and 
how fljall he not with him give us all things needful, ' ufe- . 
ful and beneficial? Rom. viii. 32. 

' This Son of his he made the Captain of our falvation,^ 
'and yet he made him a man of forrows, and acquainted 
with grief, Ifa. liii. 3, and niade perfect by fufferings, 
Heb. ii. 9, 10. And this Son of God did be;tr all, npt 
only with patience, but with reiignation and contenta- . 
tion of mind : Matth. xxvi. 39. ** Not as I will, but as 
** thou wilt:" Luke xii, 50. ** I have a baptifm to be^ 
*« baptized withal, and how am I ftraitned till it be ac*" 
" compliflied ?" and when all was done, Jefus, that was 
made a little lower than the angels^ for the fuffering of 
death,, was crowned with glory and hondur ; ** That he 

by the grace of God ftiould tafte^ieath for every man. 

For it became him, for whom are all things, .and by, 
** whom are all things, in bringing many ions tc glory,. 

to make the Captain of their falvatioij perfe<^ through 

fufFerings," Heb. ii. 9. and this was done, (befides that> 
expiatory facrifice thereby made for us) for thefc admirable 
ends, I . That we might fee before us the ordinary mcr 
thod of the divine diipenfation, his own eternal Son, that 
knew no fin, yet was made a man of forrows : and then, , 
why £houid we, poor fiuful men, expedt tp be e^eoipted^ 

and 
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wad priyileged more than the eternal Son, in whonn GoS 
from heaven proclaimed himrelf well pleafed? 2. That 
V'e might have an example before us : he, that is made 
the Captain of our falvation, was like wife to be the com- 
mon Pattern and Image, whereunto all his difciples and 
followers are to be conformed, both paflively and aflive- 
I7 : he was exhibited as the Firft-bom among many bre- 
thren ; the common Image, according to which all his^ 
difciples and followers (houldbe conformed, Rom.riii. 29. 
As he was made perfed by fu£ferings, fa mud we; and as 
he through a vale of fufferings paUed into ^lory, fo muft 
we ; that if we fuffer with him, we may be glorified witlr 
him : he was exhibited, as the common Standard and 
Pattern of a Chriftian*s condition, in the lowed eftate that 
can befal him in this life : and furely we have reafbn to 
be contented to be conformed, and fubjedt to the condi- 
tion of the Captain of our falvation. 3. That as he wa»^ 
thus exhibited as a paflive example of our conformity, fo- 
he became an adive example for our imitation ; full o£ 
quietnefs, compofednefs, fubmiffion, patience, and con- 
tentation, to give us an example, i Pet. ii. 21. and to 
imprint upon us the fame temper and frame of mind^ 
Phil. ii. 6. that whilft we behold his example, we may, 
by a fecret fympathy, be transformed, as it were, int<y 
the fame mould and image. 4. That we might have 
this great ple*d^ and aifurance, that he who once lived 
in this world, and had experience of the difficulties and 
troubles of it, and is now tranOated to the right-hand of 
the glorious majefty of God, and hath the profpcft of alF 
our wants, and needs, and forrows, and troubles, and 
fufferings, and of the degrees of ftrength, we have to* 
bear it, and hath the plentitude of power to fupport, to- 
fbrengthcn and deliver us : I fay, that we may be affiir- 
cd, UJat he is a roercifiil and Eitthful High-?rieft, fen- 
fible, and jcompafiionate of our condition ; Heb. ir. i8. 
«* For in that he himfelf bath fuffered being tempted, he 
«* is able to fuccour them that are tempted." 

Thus it hath pleafed the goodnefs of almighty Gocf, 
(who knows our frame, and confiders that we are but 
dud) to ufe as much indulgence and compliance, as is 
pofiible for a moft tender father to his weak and ft-oward 
children ; and flnce he knows aMdtions and croffes are ar 
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l^ceffijry for lis as^ the iptery bcft of all our blcffings^ he 
alfo gives us ail the hdlps and fupplies that are imagiiiable» 
with the greateft fuitableoefs to our nature, to make them 
cafy, fupportable, and profitable ; and to enable us to 
bear them, with the greateft patience and contentacion. 
We cannot be without them, for then we are very apt to 
grow proud and fecur^, ielf-conceited, infoknt« to fet up 
our reft, and be building of tabemaclos here, to dread 
and fear death beyomd all meafure and order, and to be 
Utterly unprovided for it, to be defirous to take ourpoir* 
cion in this life, and to m^ke our heaven on this (ide death ; 
as the two tribes defired their lot cm this Ede Jprdan, be** 
caufe they found k convenient. (Num. xxiii.) And 
though we cannot well be without them, yet. we ftand in 
need of daily helps to bear them patiently, contended!/ 
and profitably ; and we are aeccK-dingly, by the divine 
goodnefs, funifhed with helps fuitable to our condition 
and frame. 

As all the affli^^'ons, croiles, and troubles, in this life^ 
are managed by the wife providence and government of 
the mod wife and merciful God, and have their voice^ ' 
errand, and mefiage from him to us, ** Hear the rod, 
•* and him that hath appointed it:'* {6, he hath given us 
the ineflimable jewel ^' his word, to expound and un-* 
riddle what he means by them, and to inftrudl us how to 
' carry ourfelves under them ; how to improve them all for 
our fpiritual and everlafting good ; how with patience 
and cheerfulnefs to undergo them ; how to be drawn the - 
nearer to God by them. And to this end he hath given 
us raoft divine and -wife counfcls touching them; great 
affurance of his love, goodnefs, and the light of his' 
countenance, to carry and condu<ft us with comfort and 
dependance upon him in them ; and hath given u^ ad- 
mirable eiearoples, which are io many commentaries and 
expofitions upon them, and to (hew us what he means and 
intends in them and by them : as thd examples of the. 
Jewiih church and people ; tbe examples of his beft faints* 
and fervants, and their fufierings and the reafonsof them, 
and their deportment under them, and wherein they 
failed, and wherein they 'benefited by them; as Abra- 
ham, Jpb, Mofes, David, Hezekiah, Jofiah, and all the. 
apoftles and primitive Chriftians: in whom we may with 
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great cleamefs and fatisfa^ion obferve how mucli advas* 
tage they got hj their affli^ions ; what lofles they were at 
by their peeviihneis, frowardnefs and difcontent with 
their afflided condition : what comfort^ fatisfadkion, and 
benefit they attained by their patience, qnietnefs, equali- 
ty of mind, voluntary fubmiflion to the divine providence^ 
and contentation with their eftates, though never fo 
troublefome and uneafy. 

But above all, the bountiful God hath brought life 
and immortality to light through the gofpel : he hath 
given us the cleared conviction imaginable that this world, 
and our life in it, is not our principal end and fcope, but 
the place of our pilgrimage, at beft our inn, not our 
home : our place of trial and preparation for a better 
flate : he hath (hewed us that it is but our paiiage, and 
fuch a parage as muft and fhall be accompanied with af- 
£i6lion, and it may be with pcrfecufcion by evH men, evil 
angels, evil occurrences ; that it is the place of our war-. 
fare ; a troublefome and tumultuous ftormy fea, through 
which we pafs before wt come to our heaven: that 
our country, our home, our place of reft and happineia, 
lyes on the other fide of death, whfere there ihall be no 
forrow, nor trouble, nor fears, nor dangers, nor afflic- 
tions, nor tears, but a place of eternal and unchangeable 
comfort, fulnefs of moft pure and unmterrupted pleafures, 
and that for evermore : that through many tribulations^ 
and afflictions we muft enter into that kingdom, as his 
ancient people entred into their Canaan through a red 
fea, a tireibme and barren wildernels, fiery ferpents, 
wants, enemies, and uninterrupted dangers and difficul- 
ties : that " our light affli<5lions, which arc here but for 
** a moment, work for us a far more exceeding and eter-' 
** nal weight of glory," 2 Cor. iv. 17. Our affliCHom 
and inconveniences in this world, i. Are light in compa- 
nion of that exceeding, far more exceeding weight of 
glory: 2. -As they are but light, fo being compared with 
that eternal weight of glory, they are but for a moment: 
the longed life we here live is not ordinarily above three- 
fcore and ten years ; and though the more troublefome 
and uneafy that life is, the longer it feems, yet compared 
With the infinite abyfs of eternity, k is but a momenta 
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jea lefs than a moment, if lefs can be, yet fuch is tjie 
longed ftay in this life if compared with eternity. 

And the gracious God hath prefented this greateft, and 
moft important truth to us with the gr$ateft evidence and 
aiTurance that the mod defponding and fufpicious foul can 
defffc. I . He hath given his own word of truth to af- 
fure us of it« 2. He hath given his own Son to feal it un- 
to us, by the moft powerful and convincing evidence 
imaginable ; by his miflion from heaven on purpofe to 
tell us it ; by his miracles ; by atteftations from heaven ; 
by the laying down his own*life in witncfs of it ; by his 
refurredion and afcenlion ; by the miraculous miflion of 
Ims holy Spirit vidbly and audibly. Again, 3 . He hath 
confirmed it to us, by the dodrine and miracles of his 
apoftles, by their death and martyrdom, as a witneis of 
the truth they taught ; by the numerous converts, and 
primitive .Chriftians, and godly martyrs, who aU lived 
* and died in this faith, and for it ; who made it their 
<:hoice rather to fuffer afHl<5lions with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a feafon, declaring 
plainly that they fought a better city and country, that is, 
a heavenly, Heb. xi. 15, 25. and this country, and this, 
city they had in their eye^ even while they lived in this 
troubleiome world: and this profpedt, this hope, and 
CxpetSbation, rendred this lo\yer world of no great value to 
them, the pleafures thereof they efteemed but low, and 
little, and the troubles and uneafinefs thereof they did 
undergo patiently, cheerfully, and contendedly ; for they 
looked beyond them, and placed their hopes, their treafure, 
their comfort above them. - And even whilft they were in 
this life, yet they did, by their faith and Kope, anticipate 
their own happinefs, and enjoyed it by faith, even before 
they adtually poflefled it by fruition; for " faith is the 
«« fubftance of things hoped for,", Hcb. xi.. and makes 
thofe things prelcnt by the firmnefs of a found perfuafion 
which are in themfelvcs future and to come. 

And this is that, which .will have the fame effedt with 
us, if we live and believe as they did ; and be but firmly, 
and foundly pcrfuadcd of the truth of the go/pel, thus 
admirably confirmed unto us. " This is the victory that 
*' overcometh the world, even our f4ith," Heb. x, ^8. 
." The juft fliall live by faith," 2 Cor. v. 7. We live 
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hj faith, and not by fight ; and cxceflcnt is that ptflagt 
lo this purpofe, 2 Cor, iv. 16, 17, 18. ** For -which 
♦• cauie we faint not, but'though our oatward man p^ 
«* rilh, yet our inward man is renewed day by day. For 
•• our light aiHidion, "Which is but for a moment, wori:- 
♦* eth for us a far naore exceeding and eternal weight d 
«* glory. While we look not at the things which are feea, 
*• but at the things which are not feen ; for the thin^ 
** which are feen, are temporal, but the things whidi 
•« are not feen, arc eternal.*' 

And therefore, if we do but fetioufly believe the trnti 
<if the gofpel, the truth of the life to come, the beft ex- 
ternal things of this world will feem but of fmall moment 
to take up the choiceft of our defires or hopes, and tl« 
word things this world can inflidl will appear too light 
to provoke us to impatience or difcontent. He that hath 
but heaven and everlafting glory in profpeft, and a firffl 
txpeftation,. will have a mind full of contentation in tiK 
ni'dft of the loweft and darkeft cbndition here on earth: 
impatience and difcontent never can ftay long with us, ii 
we awake our minds, and fummon up our faith and hops 
m that life and happinefs to come. Sudden pailions of 
impatience and diicontent, may, like clouds, arife and 
trouble us for a while» but this faith, and this hope root- 
ed in the heart, if ftirred up, will, like the fun, fcattef 
and'di(pel them, and caufe the light of patieface, coa- 
tentation, and comfort to fhine through them. 

And as wc have the hope of immortality and bleffedneft 
iet before us, fo the means and way to attain it arc eaijf 
and open to all ; no perfon is excluded from it, that wil* 
fully excludes not himfelf, Ifa, Iv. i, " Ho every oos 
" that thirfteth, come ye to the waters, and he that bath 
'^ no money, come ye, buy and es^t without money ani 
*• without price.** ilev. xxii. jy. *' Whofoever willi 
" let him take of the waters of life freely.'* Matth. xi* 
28. " Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
" laden, and I will give you reft:" The way to ever* 
Idfting happinefs, and confequently to contentation hcrt, 
is laid opep to all. It was the great reafon why Goi 
made mankind,, to communicate everlafting happinefs to 
them'; and when they wilfully threw away that happi- 
nefs, it was the end^vhy he fcnt his Son into the world to 
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^ftore maDtktndl uatb it. And as the -^zf is dpen to all, 
fo it is eafy to all ; his yoke is edfy arid his burden iff light* 
The terms of attaining happinefs, if liriceroty endearoBr- 
cd, arc eafy to be pertormed, by rittue of that grac* that 
«Imighty God affords to ail mea> that do riot witfullf r6- 
jedl it : namely, to believe the truth of the golpel, fO ad- 
mirabfy confirmed; and (mcerely^ to endeavour to ohcf 
the .precepts thereof^ which are both juft and reafbnabtt, 
highly conducing to 9\iT contentatrpn in this Tife, and 
cottftimmating our happinefe in the life to coriie : and for 
our encouragement in this obedience, we are fure to* have » 
if we defire it, his fpecia! grace and: bleffed Spirit to adld 
\xs\ and a miercifuf Father to accept of our flncerity, and 
a gracious Saviour to pardon tfur failings arid deficiencies. 
So that the way to attaii;^ contentation in this life and 
happinefs in the Hfe to come, as it is plain and certain, fb 
k is open and free, mnt^ is excluded fro'm it, t>ut it is 
fftt and c^n to all: that are brat willirig ttf ufethe means 
to attain it. , , , 

And I ftfall wind up aft thi? long difcotirft touching 
contentation with this pfain and ordiriary inflance. I 
^have before faid that our honie, otrr couritry is hieavea 
and everlafting happinels, where there are no forrows, 
Aor fears, nor troubles, that this world is the place of 
our travel, and ptPgrimage, and at th6 beft our inn: 
now when I am' in my journey, t irieet with feveral iii- 
convenierices ; it mUy be the viray is b^d and" foul, the 
weathe^ tempeftuous and ftorm]^ ; it may be I me^t 
with feme rough companions, that either turn me oUC 
of my way, or all daih' and dirt me in it, yet I content 
myfeif, for all will be iriended when I come home : but 
if I chance to lodje at my inn, there it may be I meet 
i^th bad entertainment,, the inn is full of gueils, and I 
am thruft into an inconvenient lodging, or lU diet, yet I 
content myfeif, and confidef it is no other than what I 
have reafon to expe<5l, it is but according to the common^ 
condition of things in that place; neither am I foJicitous* 
to furniih my lodgings with -better accommodations, for 
% muft not e3rpe(5t to make long flay there, it is but my 
inn, my place of repofe for a night, and not my home; 
«nd therefore I content myfeif with it as I find it, ill 
Vot. I.- r f ViU 
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wi]] be amend<!d when I come home. In the fame man- 
ner it is with this -world ; perchance I meet with an ill 
and uncomfortable paHage through it, 1 have a (ickly 
body, a narrow eftate, meet with affronts and difgraces, 
lofe my friends, companions and relations, my bed en- 
tertainment in it is but troublefome and uneafy : bpt yet 
I do content myfelf ; I^confider it is. but my pilgrimage, 
my paflage, my inn ; it is not my country, nor the place 
of my reft : this kind of ufage or condition is but accord- 
ing to the law and cuftom of the place, it will be amend- 
ed when I come home, for in my Father's houle there arc 
' many manfions ; many manfions inftead of my inn, and 
* ray Saviour himfelf hath not difdained to be my harbin- 
ger ; he is gone thither before me, and gone to prepare 
a place for me ; I will therefore quiet and content myfelf 
with the inconveniences of ray fhort journey, for my ac- 
commodations will be admirable T^hen 1 come to my 
home, that heavenly Jerufalem, which is tlie place of my 
reft and happinefs/ 

But yet we muft withal remember, that though heaven 
is our home, the place of our reft and happinefs, yet tltis 
.'world is a place for our duty and employment, and we 
' muft ufe all hone ft' and lawful m^ans to preTerve our lives 
and our comf<i*ts by our honell care and diligence. As 
Jt is our duty to wait the time till our Lord and Mafter 
calls, fo it is part of our tafk in tti is world given us by 
the great Mafter of the family of Heaven and earth, to 
be imployed for the temporal good of ourfelves and o- 
thers. It is indeed our principal bufinefs to fit ourfelves 
far our everlafting home, and to think of it; but it is a 
part of our diity, and an exercife of obedience, while we 
are here, to employ ourfelves with honefty and diligence 
in oi^^r temporal employments : though we are not to fet 
our hearts upon the conveniencies of this life, yet we are 
not to rejedl them, but ufe them thankfully and fot^erly; 
for they are bleflings that deferve our gratitude, though 
they ought not entirely to take up our hearts. Again, 
thouf^h crofTes and afflictions tnuft be the exercife of our 
patience, w^e nuift not wilfully chufe them, nor run into 
them. Let God be ftill the Mafter of his own difpenfati- 
ons, for he is wife, and knows what is fit for us, when we 
know not what is fit for ourfehres. When he fends them, 
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or permits them,' our duty is patience and contentatjon" ; 
but commonly our own choice Js head-ftrong and foo- 
lilh. 

It was the^error of many new converts to Chriftiahity, 
that they thpu^ht,. that, when heavenly-mindednefs was 
prefled, prefentJy they mull caft oflF all care of the worjd, 
defert their callings, and bufily and unnece/Farily thruft' 
themielves into dangers, that fo they might be quit of all , 
worldly care and bufmefs, and of life itfelf. This the 
apoilles frequently reprove, and Ihew the error of it, 
and that juftly : for the truth of it is, our continuance 
in this lifo, and in our.honell employments and callings, 
our thankful ufe of external bleffings here, and put hq- 
neft endeavours for them ; the endeavour to do good iii 
our places, fo long^s we continue in-them ; our prudent 
prevention of external evils ; are part of that obedience 
we owe to pur Maker, and part of that exercife or taik 
that -is given us by him to perform in this life ; and our 
cheerful, faithful, diligent converfation herein, is fo far 
fsom' being incompatible to Chriftianity, that it is part of 
our Chriitian duty, and of that fervice we owe to our 
Maker ; and it is indeed the exercife of our patience, and' 
the evidence of a contented mind; for whafoever. grows 
{o weary of the world, that prefently, with froward Jo- 
nah, he wilheth to die^ or throws off all, it is a fign of 
want of tliat contentation that is here commended ; be- ^ 
cauie true contentation confifts in a cheerful and ready 
compGance with the will of God, and not in a froward 
preference of mux own will or choice. It was part of our 
Saviour's excellent prayer for his difciples, John xvii. 
15. "I pray not that thou Ihouldft take them out of 
«« the Ivorld, but that thou IhouldH keep them from the 
" evil." 

The bufmefs therefore of thefe papers is to let you fee 
what-are the helps to attain patience and contentation in 
the world, that our patting thro' it may be fale and com- 
fortable, and agreeable to the will of God ; and to re- 
medy that impatience and difcontent which is ordinarily • 
found among ^len ; to teach men how to amend their 
lives, inftead of being weary of them; and to make the 
wopft conditions in the world eafy and comfortable, by 
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miking ttve qai&d qi^iet, p^tien^ and thankfuL For k » 
the dil€ont,ented and impatient mind that tr|ily v^^k""^ tjbc^ 
world much more iiaeafy than it is in itfelf. 
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ration fir thmf and impnyvemint ijf tirnn ; and 
ef our Delivery out of them. 

Job ▼. 4 9. 

Although affiplon ^gmeth not forth of th^ du^t fuithr 

doth troubh fprtfig out of the ground : 
Tet nmn is bprn unto trouhld as thfj^arks fiy upward • 

Job's fnoid^y tboqgh in the panicular cafe of Job» 
they were miftaken, yet they were certainly very 
wife, godly, and obferying men; and many of their 
fenten^es wer^ full of exceUent and ufeful truths, and 
particplarly t^is fpeech of £liphaz» yrhich importetb 
tjieie two propofitions. 

1. 7'hat the general ft ate of i^ian in this world is a 
ftate pf trouble and affli<^ion ; and u: is fb common to 
him, fo incident to all degrees and conditions of man* 
kind, that it feems almoft as univerfal, *as that natural 
propenflon i|2 the (parks to fly upward: no perfon of 
whatever age, £b3E, condition, degree, qual'tty, pro£bffion, 
but hath a part in this common JS^ate of mankind : and 
although fome feem to have greater portion of it than 
others, fome feem to have greater and longer vlcifiitudes» 
and intermiflions, and allays thereof than others, yet 
none are totally exempt from it j yea, it is rare to find 
suiy man, that hath had the ordinary extent of the age 
of man, but his troubles, croiTes, calamities, afflii^ons 
have over-woighed and exceeded the ipeafures of his 
comforts and contentments in this life. 

2 . That yet thofe afllidions and troubles do neither grow 
up by a certain regular and conftant courfe of nature, as 
plants and vegetables do out of the ground ; neither are 
they merely accidental and cafual, but they are fent, 
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dffpofed, direded, and manag;ed-by the conduA and 
guidance of ihe moft wife providence of almighty Godp. 
and this he proveth in the fequel of the chapter*. And» 
as in all things in nature, the moft wife feod dot& nor- 
thing at random, or at Venture ; fo in this part of hi$> 
providential difpenfation towards mankind, he doth ex- 
ercife the faiiK, with excellent jpyifdom, and for excellent 
ends ; even for the good and advantage of mankind in^ . 
general, and particularly of thofe very perfons that feem? " 
moil to fnffer and be aiSi^ed by them; foxnetimes to- 
correal, fomeUines to prevent, fometimes to heal, fome- 
cimes to prepare,; fometimes to humble, alvtrays to in:^ 
ftru<St, and teach, and better the children of meo.. 

And indeed, if there were no other end but thefe that 
follow, this feeming iharp providence of almighty. God? 
would be highly juitified. Namely;, fir ft to I^q>> meQ^ 
h.umble and difcip Unable. Man is a proud,, vain crea^ 
ture f and were that humour conftantly fed with profpe- 
rlty and fuccefs, it would ilr^igely ptuEup thisvaixihu* 
xnour : affli(5lions and troubles are the excellent Und ne- 
ceiTary correctives of it, and lance thisvfweJimg impoftu*' 
mation of pride and haughttnefs,. which would otherwife: 
render men intolerable in themfelves and one to another,, 
SecondJy,. To bring mankind to recognize almighty God,, 
to ieek unto him, to; depend upon him- : this is the 
rooH natural and fpecial effe<5l of afflictions, Hofea v, 15. 
** In their affli(3ions. they will feek rae early." Jpnah i.. 
The. rough and ftubborn raai-fners in a dorm, will cry 
every one to his God. Thirdly, To tutor and difciplixxe: 
the children of men in this great leflbn, that theiir hap- 
pinefs lyes not in this world, but in a better;, and by^ 
this means, even by the'crofles and vexations and troubles 
of this world, and by thefe plain and' feniible documents- 
to carry mankind up to the end of their beings., Cod- 
knows,, thofe few and little comforts of thislife^nbtwith- 
flanding all the troubles and crofles with which they arc 
interlarded are apt to keep the hearts, even of good men,, 
in too great love of this worlds What would become of us,, 
if our whole lives herelfliould be altogether profperous ai;cB 
contenting, without the intermixture of crolies and af*- 
fliCUons ? But of theTe great things more hereafter,. 
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Now fincc the ftate of noanlcind in this world is for the 
moft part thus cloudy aad ftormy, . and that ordinarilf 
we can expert it to be no other wife, there are thefe consi- 
derations which become every wife and good mind to ac* 
•qaaint himfdf With. 

1. What preparation is fit to be made by erery maa 
before they come. 

2. How they are to be received, and entertained, and 
improved, when they com^, and while they are in- 
cwitbent. 

3. What is the bcft and fafcff temper of mind wheft 
any of them arc removed. 

I. Touching the firft of thefe; namely, preparati^ 
on before they come j the beft preparatives feem to be 
thefe: 

I . A right and found conviiflton, and conitdcration of 
this mod certain cxpcrimenjtal ti'utb ; namely, That no 
inan whatfoever, how good, juft> pious, wife focver^ 
can by any means expeft to be exempt from them, but 
muft be more or lefs fubjedt to afflidHons, of one kind or 
other, at one time or another, in one meafure or ano- 
ther ; for man is certainly born to trouble, as the 
fparks fly upward. And this certain truth will be evi- 
dent, if we confider the fevcral kinds of affli<£l3ons that 
are common to mankind : and herein I (hall forbear the 
in ftances .which concern Our chiMhood and youth, as fuch, 
that yet not with (landing are fubje<5t to afflidions, which 
tho* they feem not inch to men of riper yeaVs, are yet 
as real and pungeant, and deeply and fenfibly grievous 
to them, as thofe that feem of greater moment to men 
of riper years ; but I Ihall apply myfelf to thofe in- 
ftances which are more evident, and of which thole that 
have the exercife of their reafon may be more capable. 

AiHidlions feem to be of two kinds : 1 . fiither fuch as 
are common calamities, befalling a nation, city, or £o' 
ciety of men : 2. Or more perfonal, that concern a man 
in his particular, 

I. Touching the former of thefe, namely, ccramon 
calamities, fuch as wars, devaftations, famines, pefti- 
lences, fpreading contagions, epidemical difeafes, great 
cqnflagrations : experience tells us, and daily lets us fee, 
that they involve in their extent the generality of men, 
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flo6d acnd bad, juft and unjuft, pioas and profade^: and 
although the gracious God is fomettmes pleafed, forei^i. 
bcft known to himfclf, ftrangeJy to preferve and relcuc, 
as it were. Come out of a common calaimty, yet it is that 
which I do not know how any man can promife himfelfi 
though othervrife never fo pious and juft, becaufe I find 
not that any where in the evangelical dtipenfation God at- 
mighty hath promSfed to any peribn any fuch immunity i 
and common experience (hews us, that good and bad 
are oftentimes involved in the effe<fts and extl^en^ities of 
the fame comoKHi calamity. And indeed it would be 
Iktie lefs than a miracle, and fomewhat above the ordif 
«ary courfe,of the Almighty's regiment of things, to give 
particular exceptions in fuch cafes. If a man receive any 
iuch bleffing from God, he is bound eminently to ac- 
knowlege it is a fignal, if not miraculous intervention 
rf the divine mercy, but it is not that whicb a man can 
reafonably expe(5l; becaufe, ahhough^ upon ^cat and 
momentuous occafions almighty God is pleafcd not only 
to give out miracles, but even to promife them alfo, as in 
the juftifytng of the truth of the gofpel, in the firft puWi* 
cation thereof, yet it is not equal for any particular p^r- 
(on to fuppofe, that for the prefervation of a particular 
intereft or concernment, God almighty (hould be as it 
^ere engaged to put forth a miracle, or little lefs than ft 
ttiiracle ; and the reafons hereof are, 

I. Becaufe, un^er the evangelical difpenlation, the^ 
reward of goodnefs, piety, and obedience is of another 
kind, and of greater moment, namely, eternal happinefs^ 
and not exemption from temporal calamities^ if almigh- 
ty God grant fuch an exemption, it is of bounty and a- 
4)undance, not of promife. It is true, under the old 
covenant with the people of Ifrael, their promties were 
in great meafure of temporal benefits, and the conftitu- 
tion of that church, as it was in a great meafure typical, 
fo the divine admiiiiftration over them was ufually mira- 
culous/ both in their bleffings,. prefervations, and ex- 
emptions. And there was a fpecial reafon for it ; for 
they were to b^ monuments to all mankind, and alfo to 
future ages, of a fpecial andfignal regiment; and con- 
{equently the obedient might, upon the account of the 
divine promife, cxpe^fl bleffings and deliverances, even m 
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publick calamities that might befal the people ili.g(»6ral» 
but we hive no warrapt to carry over thofe 'promifes of 
temporal beucBt^ anU exemptions to the obedience under 
the goi'pel, "which as it is founded upon another covenant, 
fo it is furnifhed with better promifes, 

2. Becaufe the beft of men in this life have fms and failr 
ings enow, to juftify the juftice of almighty God, in cx- 
pofing them to temporal calamities ; and yet his mercy,, 
goodnels, and bounty, are abundantly magnified in re* 
ferving a reward in heaven far beyond the merit of their 
bell obedience and dutifulnels: fo that though they are 
exposed to temporal calamities, almighty God dill remains' 
not only a true and faithful, but a libera] and bountiful 
Lord unto them^ia their everlafting rev^ards, 2 Ccm- iv» 
17. Rom. viii. 18. What are light afili<5Hons, and but for 
a moineiit, in co^npariibn to an eternal weight of glory? 
And the latter is the reward of their obedience under the 
go/pel, while the former may be poflibly the punilbmenti 
or at leaft correiflion for their fins^ 

And therefore although, at tlie intcrceflion of Abra*' 
ham, the Lord was pkaied to grant a relasatioo of tho 
deftrudlion of Sodonv, for the fake of ten righteous, it was^ 
an ad of his bounty ; and fo it was whc&he delivered Lot 
and his family : yet he had not been unj^wi if he had fwept 
them away in that common temporal calamity, becauie 
poflSbly the fms of Lot himfelf might have been fuch, as 
Bright have acquitted the juftice of Cod in fo doing : for 
the higjheft temporal calamity is not dii'proportionate to a* 
»y one fin : and although he were pfeafed in mercy ta 
ipare Lot and his two daughters, yet neither was he 
wholly exempted from that great calamity : for his houie, 
goods^ and the red of his Ikinily, perilbed m that terrible 
conflagration. ^ 

And upon this confidtration, we' have jiifl caufe tir 
blame two forts of perfons ; namely, i . The ra(h cenfure 
of fome inconfiderate perfons, that are too ready to cen- 
fure all fuch as fall under a common calamity, whether of 
fire, fword, or peftilence ; as if fo be they were therefore 
greater (inners than thofe that efcape ; the error reprov- 
ed by our Sas^iour in the inftance of the Galileans, and 
thofe upon whom the tower of Siloam fell. Lake xiti. 
J, 2. John ix, 2, 3.. 2* The m'ftaken apprchcnfion of 
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mea cpnceming themielveis, tkat «pofi an o^nton xf their 
own righteouiheis or defert, think themfelves exempted 
from the ftroke of common calamities, or are ready to ac- 
cufe the, divine juftioe, if they are not delivered from them. 
If they truly confidered the juft demerit of any Hn, an4 
their ovra iias and faiMags ; diey would acknowlege both 
the juAice and goodne^ of Qod, if he referve an eternal 
reward of their ohedience> dKMigh he expoie them to the 
fmrik o( temporal evils. 

a, CoQceming perfonal evils, they are of feveral kindsr. 
t. Such as befal the bedy. 2. &uch as befal the eilate. 
^. Such as befal the name. 4. Such as befal a man's 
frieadfi or relations. 

I . Touching the firft of diefe evils, namely, thofe that 
Vefai die body, they are of two kinds ; i . Some that ar$t 
aot fo epidemical or univerfal upon all men ; fuch are ca^ 
foalties or accidenta) hurts, difeafes fpringing from the 
particular complexicm or temperament ot perfons, fuch 
as are hereditary difeafes, incident to certain ages, infec- 
tioos diieafes arifmg from contagion, puti^fadion, ill dif- 
pofkion of the air or waters. 2, Some difeaies are inci? 
dent unto every man in the world. If a man lives to a 
great old age, his very age is a difeaie, and the decay of 
natural ieat and moifture, doth in time bring the old eft 
Qian to his end ; but if he live not to the attainment of 
eld age, moft certainly as h^ meets with death in the con- 
clufion, fo he meets with fome di/cafe or other that m^kes 
way for his difibluticxi. So that upon the whole account^ 
though this or that man may not meet with this or that 
particular difeafe, cafualty, or diftcmper that it may be 
attacks another, yet as fure« as he is mortal, fo fure Ihall 
fi>me difeafe, diftemper, cafualty or weaknefs meet with 
him, that fliall bring him to the duft of death. That 
perfon therefore that is fubj€<a to the univerfal edid and 
law of death, is and muft be fubjeft fooner or latter ta 
thofe diieafes, ficknefles, cafualties or weakncffes that muft 
tifher in his death and diflblution. And although one 
man may efcape a chronical difeafe, another an accute 
difeafe ; one man may efcape a contagion, another a con- 
iiimption • one man may efcape this dtfeafe or cafualty, 
another that ; yet moft certain it is, that every man ihall 
meet with ibme dx&^k^ diftemper^ or cafualty that (hall 
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be fufficient to dilTolve his compofition, and put a period 
to his life. 

2. Concerning afflictions that particularly affect a man 
in hfs eftate. It is very true that Ibme are more afflicted 
in _this kind than others. The more wealth any man 
kath', the more obnoxious to lofl'es ; and the more any 
man loves wealth, the deeper the afflidtions of this nature 
wound him : and this is generally true in all worldly Uiat- 
ters whatfoever; the more a man's heart is fet upon it, 
the deeper and tlie more bitter the crois or afflidion is 
therein. But though afiliftions in this kind, pinch fomc 
clofer than others, yet there are very few that totally e- 
fcape thofe in this kind. ' The poor m^u reckons it his af- 
fiidion that he wants wealth; and the rich man is not 
without his affliction, either in lot's of it, or the fear of 
fuch lofTes, which create^as real a trouble as the lofs itfelf : 
fire and Ihipwrack, envy and oppreffion, falfe acculati- 
ons, robbers, a prodigal heir, or a falfe friend, thoufands 
of fuch like avenues there are to rich men's treafure ; and 
either they do adlually attack it, and then they caufe for- 
row ; or they do continually menace it, and fo they caufe 
fear. Nay, fometimes a rich man hath as great an af» 
fliCtion in his not knowing where or how to diipofe of his 
wealth, as he that wants it. 

3. Touching affliiftions in the name: moil certain! y, 
of all things in the world, a good name is mod eafily ex* 
pofed to the injury of any perfon ; a falfe accufatton or 
falie report, an action or word mifinterpreted. A maa 
hath no fecurity of his wealth againft mv^fions of others; 
but he hath much lefs fecurity touching his name, becaufe 
it is in keeping of others more than of the man himfelf : 
and it is vifible to every man's experience, that he that 
bath the greateft name is, moil expofed to the enyy« and 
therefore to the detraction and calumnies of others ; an4 
he that values his name and reputation mod, is eafieft 
blailed and deeper wounded by calumny thtough really 
falfe, than he that hath little reputation, or he that -e* 
fleems it llj^htly. 

4. Touching friends : tlwre are two things that induce 
the lois of friends : i . That which feems cafull, yet ve- 
ry common, whereby either friends become enemies, or 
at leafl grow into negled ; which is fometimes done by 
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jniireprefcntations, falfe reports, by preralency of fa<5li- 
ons, by difFerencc in matters of intereft, Jby the declina- 
.ttpn of a man's condition. 2. That which is certain: 
death takes away a man*s friends and relations from him, 
or him from them; the more friends and relations any 
-man hath, the more lofles of them or in them he {hall 
neceflarily have upon this accdunt : because every one of 
them is rubje<a to all tjjofe cafualtjes that any one of them 
.is fubjeft to, whether in eftate, name, body, or death, 
.and confequently, the more friends and relations, the 
.mere crofles and calamities ; for all the crofTes and loflcs 
that befal any of my friends are condriiunicated by me, 
1 .and in a manner made mine : and the greater my num- 
r ber of friends and relations are, the more loflesof theni 
i and in them I am fubjed to ; for every one of them is fub- 
{ :je(5t to the fame calamities with myfelf, which become in 
1 effe<5b mine by participation. So that the more friends and 
J relations I have, and the dearer and nearer they are, the 
I . nwre croffes I have, by participating theirs : and every 
5 bitter arrow that wounds any of them, glanceth upon me, 
j and makes my wounds the more, by how much the mo!*e 
friends and relations I have ; and makes therti the deeper, 
by how much the nearer and dearer thafe friends or re- 
Jations are to me. It is true, that in a multitude of goocf 
. and dear friends arid relations, there iis a communication 
of nibre comforts ; but (Ince generally the fcehe o^ every 
man's life is fuller of crofTes than comforts, the troubles 
- and affli<2ions of many friends or relations out-balance and ; 
over- wei^h thofe comforts. 

' "And thefe crolfes and aflli«aions in body, eflsite, jiame, 
and friends, though poffibly they may not all come toge- 
ther, or in their perfedlion, at one time, upon any one 
• ipan; yet as no man is exempt from any of them at any 
;time by any fpecial privilege, fo fom^times they liave fal- 
len in together in their perfe<5tIon, even upon (ocnQ of the 
.beft men that we read of: witneis that great and fi^al 
exampfe of Job, who at one time, fuffered the lofs of all 
his children, of all his fervants, ef all his good^, of his 
great and honourable efteein among men, of his health ; 
and, befides all this, lay under levere afflidions in his 
-Blind, and under the imputation of an hypocrite with his 
befl; and judicious friends. • ^ . 
.. ' ^ Upon 
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IJpoa all thi& that hath been faid, » maa» msrf, sn^ 
upon evident reafon and ezperiencey ought to concLnde, 
*< That even xhs^ mod fincere piety and integrir^ of heart 
" dsad life cannot give any man any exemption or priv^ 
** lege from affii^ons of feme, or indeed of any kind." 

And this confideracion alone is fuJScient, i . To fUence 
and quiet that murmuring, and unquiett and proud dii^ 
temper, that often arifeth in the minds of good men thena- 
ielves, that are ready to think themfdves mtich injured 
if they fall under the calamTties incident to mankind: 
whereas the juil and wife God never gave soiy promHe, 
or privilege, or exemption ft-om external calamities and 
troubles to thofe whom yet he owns as his children. ^» 
This Gonfideration is fufficient to quiet the minds of per- 
(bns thus aiBi^d againd the common temptation; which 
is apt toarife upon this occafkm, as if they were hated or 
forfaken of God, becauie fbrely a£Bi6ted: whereas moft 
certainly the favour or love of God is no( to be meafured 
Amply by externals, but rather the gofpel teacheth as a 
quite contrary leiTon, namely, that God is pleafed to 
chaften thofe wh<hn he lovcth bcft, Heb. xii. 3; This 
confideration is fufficient to eheck the cenforious humour 
t;b at is in many, i^ho, like the Barbarians, prefently con- 
clude that perfon or place to be more finful than others^ 
becaufe they (uffet more, it may be, than others. ^ A&s 
xxviii, 4. This wa^ the uncharitable, and indeed un- 
reafonable error of Joh's friends of oM, and of many at 
this lime in reference both to pubiick and perfonal vifiita- 
tioos. 

2. The fecond gockJ preparative agatnft afflidlion, is a . 
frequent pradlical fuppofition, wherewith we are to en- 
tertain ourielves, even in the time of our greateft profpe- 
rity. That the cafe may, and probably will be altered 
with us ; and fo caft ourfelves, as it were, into the mould 
of an a£li<5^ed condition. For inilance, I smn now iii 
health ; what if 1 were now to. enter into the valley of the 
(hadow ofdeith, into fome acute, or painful, ordefpe- 
rate difeafe ? How am. I fitted with patience, retignatioa 
of myfelf into the hand of God, amd contempt of the 
world ? For fuch an eftate as this I muft come to fooner 
or latter ; how- (hall 1 bear or carry niyfelf in it, or un- 
der it, were it now upon me I I have now a plentiful <- 
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il:kte, external a^aence; what if, atthis mDoaent^ I were' 
tercft of all, either fey fire or depvedaDieoa^ htfw luiere my 
mkid fitted wick Iramilttf and pacieace to fubmtttd a- 
floor, ftrait^ wantkigconditicai'? I have now a good hus-' 
hitnd, wife, chiidneo, maaj friends that efleem mt, and 
are faithful to me-i what if God ikonld in a moment de-* 
prive me of adl thefe i what if taj deareft freends ihould 
becono£ my bittereft enemiesi how ihoold I bear myfelf oa' 
dertheie changes ? I have a great name and edeem in thef 
irorld; what if, in a moment,, a black .d6«d of infamy, 
•and £:Grn, and rquroach was drawn orer it, aftd that I' 
&ould become a £com and reproach with Job, J0b xxx. 8, 
sinong ckiidrefi of foob ? yea, children of bafe men viler 
than the earth. How were I ^ted with humitifty an4^ 
«7ennefs of mind tox^onnport with fuch a condibion, till it 
pleafed God by his providence and msmife^ation of my 
innocence, if he think fit, to fcatter this black doud of 
calumny and r^roach, or if not, yet qmetly under it to 
enjoy the teitioiony c^ a go 3d confcieace' and my own in-^ 
tegrtty '? Theie aaidthe like antidpatfons of troubled and 
aBlided cendsdons, would habituate and fit our minds to 
bear tehe»; fttraithtus with fnitabie tampers for them; 
render thcmf eafy to us, when they come ; and keep our 
fiiuls in. a due Hate of moderation and watckfuinefs before 
they come : as the good martyr BUney before his martyr- 
dom, by often patting his finger into the candle, made 
the flames:, whkk ke was after to endure, more familiar 
and tolerable. 

^. The third preparative agalnft zfAiSti&a and cala*' 
initotts fealbns, is to realbn our/elves off from over-much 
k>ve and valuation of the world, and the bell things it 
a£Bord&. Philofophy hath made fbme.ihort elTay in this 
bufmeft ; but the do(^ine of the gofpel hath given us far 
more noble and efe^ial topicks and arguments, than 
any philofbphy ever did or can : i. By giving us a plain 
and clear estimate and valnation c^ this world, and all 
that fisems moil valuable ink; but this is not atlj but, 
S. By ihewing us plainly and clearly a mare valuable, 
certain, and- durable edate after death, and a way of at- 
taining it, with muck more eafeand contentation, than 
we can attain the moft fplendid temporals of this world. 
Certain it is, that the weight and flrefs of affli<5llons and 
V o I,, I. G g croffes 
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erofles lyes not fo much in the things themfelv^, whicff 
we fuflfer in them or by them, as in that over-valuation 
that we put upon thofe contenieiices which afflictions or 
erofles deprive us of. When news was brought to that 
noble Roman of the death of his fbn» it was a great pitch, 
of patience that even the moral confider^tion wrought in 
him, Novi megcnuiffe mortalefH; though perchance, if 
was not without a ipixture of ftoical vain-glory. We fct 
too great a value upon our health, our wealth, our 're- 
putation ; and that makes us unable to bear, with that 
evennefs and contendednefs of mind, the lofs of them, . hy 
ficknefs, poverty, or reproach. W« fet too great a rate* 
upon bur temporal life here, becaufe we fet too great a 
rate upon this world, to the enjoyment whereof this Jife* 
here is accommodated and proportioned ; and that niakesus 
fear death, not only as the ruin of nature, but as that which 
puts a period to all our comforts :• whereas had we but fkith 
enough to believe the evangelical truths, touching our fu* 
ture happinefs, it would make us not delire death, bebaufe 
we might in the time of this life fecure unto ourfelves that 
great and one thing neoeflary, and it would make us nox to 
fear death, becaufe we fee a greater fruition to be enjoyed 
after it, than all the glory of this prefent world can yiel^d. 
4. The next preparative againft afflidions is to keqpr 
piety, iilnocence, and a good confcience before it comes/ 
As fin is the fting of death, fo it is the fting of affli<Elibn ; 
and that which indeed gives the greateft bittemefs and 
flrength unto afflidion : and the reafon is this, becaufe it 
weakens and difables that part in man which mull bear 
and fupport it. This is that which the wife man ob-' 
lerves, Prov. xviii. 14. " The fpirit of a man will fu- 
•* ftain his infirmities; but a. wounded fpirit who can 
«* bear?** Which is no more than this: it is the mind 
and fpirit of man rightly principled, that doth bear and 
carry a man through thofe difficulties, and a^i^ions, and 
infirmities, under which he is ; but if. that fpirit or mind; 
which fhould carry and bear thofe evils, be hurt, or 
wounded, or faint, or infirm, what is there left in a man 
to bear that 'which indeed fhould be our fupport ? Inno- 
cence and a good confcience keeps the mind and fpirit of 
a man in courage and confidence : and indeed it hath an 
. mfluence^' ana Aiffrage, and atteftation, and fupport from 

the 
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.•the God of heaven, to whom a good confciencc can with 
.an humble confidence appeal , as Hezekiah did under k 
^eat affli<9ion, Ifa. xxxvtii. and this accefs to almighty 
-God doth give new fupplies, fuccours, and ftrength to the 
.ibui to bear it up under very great and prcfling afflt<5lions. 
Jbut, on the other fide, fin doth di fable the foul to bear 
jtfBidion, till it be thoroughly repented of. i . Becauic 
it-dolli in a great raeafure emafculate and weaken the fpi- 
.rit of a man> makes it poor, cowardly, and unable td 
bear itfelf^up under the preiTure of aSlidlions. 2. It doth 
in a great meafure obftru<5l the intercouffe between God 
and the foul, and that influence th;it might and would 
otherwife be derived to the fpirit and mind of a man by 
the God of the fpiriis of all flelh: 

^ Therefore tjie beft preparative againft aiHidkion is, to 
have the ibul as clear as may be from the guilt of fm : i « 
•By an innocent and watchful life in the time of ouf pro- 
fperity, before affll^on attack us, 2; Or, atleaft, by a 
ipeedy, fincere, and hearty repentance for fin commit- 
ted ; and this repentance to be fpeedy, before aflli<5liQa 
come : for though it is true, that many times affliction is 
the mefienger of God to awaken a finner to repentance, 
and that repentance is accepted >y the merciful God ; yet 
that repentmice is the moft kindly and eafy, and fenders 
afflidions lefs difficult and troublefome, which prevents 
ai1[li<aions, and performs one gi*eat end and ufe of aiBI<5lion 
before it comes. He that hath a foul cleafifed by faith 
and repentance from the guilt of fin, before the feverity 
of affli(flion comes upon him, hath but one work to da, 
namely, to fit himfelf with patience to undergo the Ihock 
of affli«fb*on : but he that»defers his repentance, till driven 
to it by affli<5lion, his work is more difficult, becaufe- it is 
.Rouble, namely, to begin his repentance, and to bear his 
afflidion. 

And becaufe in many things we o5xsnd all, and the beft 

have their failings and fins of daily mcurfion, a daily re- 

'.vifing and examining of our own failings, and renewing 

%f our repentance for our daily faults, is of fingular ufe 

to render affli<Ski6ns eafy, becaufe repentance cleanfeth 

'the foul, and renders a man in God's acceptation as if he 

had not offended. 
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5. Thesett preparatiiw sgait^ affliction is to galia sot 
liumble mind. Whea afiii€lion meets vAxh, a proud 
Jieart> full of qpimoo of its own wcvtii and goodseity 
there acrifethmore troubk» and tumult, and diforder, aad 
difcompofttre m the^ccmtefi of fiick a heart againft thr 
afili^en» tha^ poflibly aan arifc firdm tke ajSi&on idtlf; 
aad the fkuggting of that diftemper of pride with tbr 
affli£ifeR galls and iatanglcs the miad more than the fe^ 
^i«reft afflidioQ, and readers a man very unfit for it, and 
ttnabktobearit, I&. xv. 20* The prophet defcribes it» 
]ier fons at the head of every ftreet were like a wild biA 
fn a net. But, on the other fide, an humble, lowly 
fdnd, is calm and patient, and falls with eale upon aa 
afHi(fled condition ; for the truth is, the great evil' of fii^ 
fering is not fo much in the thing a man fnffer», as tn»the 
mind and temper of fpirit of the myan that meets widi 
it; an humble mind is a mind rightly prepau*ed'with tlie 
greateft facility to receive the (bock of any affiAioo, fot 
fuch a mind is already as low as affitdioa can osdisari^ 
fctit. 

i^nd certainly, if any man eenfider anght,. be hath 
many important caufes to Iteep his miad always hnmbk. 
:i . In refped of almighty Cod, the great and glcsioos 
King of heaven and earth, whom, if a man contemphite^ 
he will put his mouth in the du{^, acknowlege himfelf te 
be but a. poor worm, and therefore unworthy to difpute 
the divine difpenfations, providences, or permifiions. ^* 
In re/pedl of himfSslf> He that conliders aright himfelf 
his fins, and falKnfl^s, and corruptions, will have cauie 
enough to humble himielf, and recikon that he is juftly 
obnoxious to the fevercft croffes and aMdions. •« "Why 
>' doth a living man compkin \ a man for the pnnifhmeBl 
•* of his fins?" Lam. iH. 9^9. R is mercy enough the 
affliction extends not yet fo far as his life ; a liviag ma% 
to complain, carries a rtfprehenfioa* in iitfelfofthe com* 

pkiint, 

' 6. Anodier mod fiAgnkr prepatatteii aigaind affli<boff# 

b a fleady refolved refignaticn of a man*s \fM to the viH 
and good pleafure of almighty God, and that npoal 
grounds of the greateH reafim imaginabre* For, i . It ii 
a moft fovereign will ; for his wiU mud be done whether 
we wiU or not : thereforei it is the bighefl piece of folly 

imagii* 
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imaginable to contcft with hitn, that will- not, cannot, 
may not be controuled. It is true, we have commiffioa* 
to ^4j to him, to deliver OS from evil; but when we 
have fo done, we mull withal defire that his will may be- 
&cme ; this pattern theSoa of God hath given u$, Matth^ 
»xvi, 39. " Father, if it be po(Eble, iettliis cup pafs- 
•* from me; yet not my wiH, but thy will be done,'*^ 
Willingly therefore fubmit to that will, which, whether 
thou wilt or no-, thou muft, thou (halt endwe; for hi* 
-will is the mod fovereign will, the will of the abfolut^- 
Monarch of heaven and earth, 2. As it is the moft fove* 
reign wilK foit is the moft wife, will ; what he wills he 
wiUs not (irnply^rd imperio^ but his wiH is founded uponf 
and ^tre^ted by a moil infinite wifdom : and (ince thois' 
©anft 'not, upon any tolerable account, judge thy wilk 
wifcr than his, it becon^es thee ta refolve thy poor, nar-^ 
1K)W, inconiiderate wiU-, into the will of the moil wife- 
CJod. 3. As it is a mod wife will-, fa the will of God is^ 
moft certainly the moll beneficent and. bed will. What 
reafon haft thou to fufpe<5l the beneficence of his will • 
whole willulone gave theethy being, that he might com^ 
fnunicate his goodnefs ta that being of thine, which he 
freely gave thee ? ft is' true, it may bei thou doft not fee. 
the reiUbn, the end, the ufe of his difpenfations; yet be 
content with an implicit fubmifSon to refign thyfelf up to? 
bis difpofel, and red afiiired it ihall be beftforthee, thougb 
thou yet canft not underlland what it means, . I^ he hatht 
given thee ;i heart to refign up thy will unto-his^ be con-- 
fiJent he will never mifleadthee, nor give thee caufc to» 
repent of trufting him. ft was a noble pitch of a heathen's 
mind, namely, Epi^etus, Ehchirid'. cap; 7S. In quovis' 
incepio hac opanda funt; due met 6 Jupiter^ et tufatum^. 
fi) quo fttm-a vohis deflinatus ; fequar enim alacriter ; quod' 
Ji nolu^ro^ <b iniprohus ero^ <b fequar whilonjimisi Whichi 
niay be thus better Englilhcd : " In every entcrprize this 
** ought to be our prayer; gpiide me, O God, and thou. 
** divine providence i accord iag to thine own appoint-' 
•* ment; ! will with- cheerfulnefsfol Tow: which, if lihail* 
" decliiie to do, Ifhall L<2 an undutiFul man, and yet (hall: 
•:* ncverthelefs follow thy appointment, whether I will or 
** nor." But Chriilians have learned a reafon of a nobler' 
defcent, namely, «* That all things Ihail work together 
' - * G g 3 *< foe 
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<* for good» to th^fe tlu^ Icwe God»" Rom. *viu. 3IL 
And certainly tkere can be lio greater evideace of tj^j iQve 
to hkn, than to make the will ot God th^ guide* ml^ 
afkd meafure of thtafe own. 

7» I thall c(»ickide with that great preparative* 'w 
i« indeed the completion of all tliat is before faid,. and ia^v 
a few woods incliides all.; Labour to giet they peace vnttii^ 
God, through Jefus Chrifl; oor Lord. When this is cxaccir 
aittaiaedy thou art fet above the love of the world, an 
the fear of affli^lons, beeaufe thou baft the aflucsiBce of a^ 
greater treafure than this world can give or take asray ;? 
** a kmedom that cannot be moved^'* Heb. sii. 28 ai 
hopt and rooft aiftired expetetion that t& above the regioA* 
of affli^odas, anct that renders the greateft and ioFeCi af^ 
flidtions, as they are» namely, light and momeRtaFyc and 
jet becanfie thou art, notwithftanding ch>S'gloriQn»expec* 
tation, Aill in thb lower region^ and fub|e<% to^ pafSon^ 
and pertnrbatiofis, and fears, the mercifol God hath en- 
gaged his promlA? tofupport thee here vender thenit; t» 
better and improve thee by chem^ to earry thee throaglfr 
them by his^ all^fufficient gr ace and mercy : :ho ftroke» 
thou received are ekher managed and dire<5led, or at li^ft 
governed ai^ ordered by bim that is thy Father, and-thaV 
is very love and faiihfulncfs doth corre<fi thee, Pfal. Cjxiv.* 
75. that hath a heart of compalSon and love to thee# 
even when he feems in his providences to frown Qpooi 
theei that while thou art under them, '^tll make thenir 
work together for thy^good ; and that wiW never take ffx>n» 
thee thole everlafting mercies which are thy p€n-tion;< 
diat hath all thy affli£Hoasi cro^s, troubiies, whatever 
they are or may be, under the iniBftllible condud of hio 
own wiidom and power: and that ar on the one fide ho 
will never fuffi?r thee to be affli<aed beyoi?d what hegivet, 
thee grace to bear ahd improve, i Cori t, 13. fo on tho 
other hand he will fo manage, order and govern thjB 
light afiirftions, which are here but for a moment, thaff 
in the end, they (hall be a means to bring thee a far oiere 
c'lcceedlng and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 1^. tf 
therefore thou wouldft be foundly armed a^inft afflidlr** 
ons, and prepared with eafe and comtbrt to bear them^ 
this one thing neceflary is fufficient to render thee fuch„ 
and to £t thee alfo with all thofe advantagtous helps be«. 

fore- 



fce mcstioQed, wbkb wiU oece&rily -follow upon thw 
attaiameiit» 

Secondly, I come to the fecond general ^ namely, hoi^ 
sfflidions ineumbeot vapoa vis are to be received, enters 
tanned, and improyed ; and this will be in a great mea^ 
ibre fuppiied by what hath been, before faid; ibr a mind 
fi> prepared and habitnated^ wiil be fuinciently qualified 
t& receive and entertain (hem as becomes a good nian and 
a £^>od ChFtftian. Nevertheleiis fomething 1 ihall fubjoii^ 
m order to the bearing and improving of a3ti(5tions while 
they are incumbent upon us ; and they are tbefe : 

F. It beco£ne5 a man wider afiliiftibbSy in the Brft places 
to have s^ very diUgfcnt, frequent, attentive and right 
confideratton concerning almighty God ; tihathe is a God 
•f infinite wi^onv^ p6wer» juiHee, mercy, andgoodnefs: 
liiat he hates not any thing that he hath made, but hzth 
a great love and beifteiicenf e to all his creatures ; that he 
defigns their good and benefit, even in thoTe diipenfation» 
that feem moft iharp and fevere ; that ^f he had not ar 
good will to his creatures he would never have don^ £o 
much for them as he hath done : that whilft he exercifetlv 
difcipline to the cluldren of men, it is evident they are Im* 
dcr his care ; that oftentimes there is a greater leverity q^ 
the divine dtfpleafure, in his leaving mankind to them- 
fitfves, than in txtrcifii&g than with affli^onfti smd that 
ke equally difeovers th» love and care of a father in his. 
corredions, as well as in his more pieafitfg adminiftrations, 

2i And further, that df3i<^ails rife not ont of the du(l, 
bnt are fent and managed by the wife difpo(kioa and re^ 
giment of almighty God : it is his providence that fendr 
them, that measures out thek* kind, weight, and con* 
Iftnuance; and that they 'are adways, at commtOSonated 
by him, ff> xindtr the conduct of his power, wtfdiMn, an^ 
gdodnefs, and n^ver exceed the line and linuts of hir 
p^wer^ wifdoHi, addgdodne(s; if he bids them go, they^ 
fp ; if he bids them ratura, they retirm $ if he commaadtf 
tile mod tum&kuous itonns €>f affl^tons, p6ace^ be ftill^ 
there will be a- calm. As mankind i^ never out of thtt* 
reach of his power to aifSfA and correct, fo it is never ouir 
<tf the reach of his powfer to relieve and recover. 

^. That as no man h»th an exemption fMn afBidions^. 
Ho 'it b moft evident that even the beft of men are vifited 

with 
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with them, and it is but need they ftioold i for wher« 6ftr 
man is the worfe by affli^fttons, a thoufand are the worfe 
for want of them, and as many the better by them ; and 
the wife and gracious God that know$ our frame, better* 
than we ourfelves, doth for the liioft part in very feithful- 
neis affli<ft us. The egreiles of the divine counfcls have 
ever in tliem a complication of excellent ends, even in af- 
flidions ihemfehres : they are a6h of juftice oftentimes to- 
punifh, and of mercy to prevent dif tempers and to heal^ 
Ihem; and this is that lot which our bleil^d Lord be-' 
queathed unto his own people, ** In the world je (halF 
<* have tribulation,'* John xvi 53. So that a good maa 
inay hav« as great caufe to fufpeft his own imegrity iir 
the abfence of them, as hi the fuffcring under them. 
• 4. That all the divine difpcnfatrons of comforts, or 
croflles are io far beneficial or hurtfuJ as they are" received 
and ufed ; comforts, if they make us thankful, fober, 
faithful, they become bleffings; if they make us proud, 
liirolent, fecui^, forgetful, they become judgments : af- 
fli<5Won9, tf they are received with humility, patience, 
repentance, and turning to Gody they are bleffings ; if • 
they are received with murmuring, impatience, incor- 
riglblerjefs, they become judgments, and a^&rc runner* 
of greater feverity. 

5. The confequences of all thefc con fiderations do evi- 
dently lead us unto thefe duties, whenevep we ai*e under* 
the preffiire of aflMion, 

I . To receive k with all humility, as reached out unto* 
lis from the hand*, or permiffion at lead of almighty Godi'- 
Ihere were* a fort of phrlofophers that thought it a- vir- 
tue to put on a refolved contempt of all crofles- and af*- 
flidions; not to be moved at all with them, but to bear 
them with a ftout apathy t this is not the temper thai? ' 
becomes a Chriftian; it is all one, as if a child ihould! 
refolve to receive the corrections of his father, with a ftub- 
bom refolution not to care far them, or to be affedlcd' 
with them; fuch a'ftubbomefs under affliiftion renders iP 
lanufeful to its end, and commonly provokes the great 
Lord and Father of fpirits totally to rejed inch a mind, 
or to mafter it with (harper and feverer, and multiplied* 
afiiidionS} till it yields and till that uncircumcifed heart 

be 



be&uin^leJ, aAdacoepCof tbrpm&i&ttientof itsmiqttic]r» 
Lev. xxri. 4.1 , 

2. To receive it wldt patkooft xad fbbjie^toii of mind; 
amd widiDttt either eontdltfig with almighty God, cbsu*^- 
ing. his pFovidence with error ov mjufttce, or fvreliing anct 
ifiorming againft the af!li<5Hdn, onr the dtvine difpen^tkm 
-that fei^ it : this^ hath two fingahr heirelks^; &-ft it ren- 
ders, the affii^tioa itielf more eafy and toi^erabld ; fecondly» 
Jk is one of the readied ways to ihorten er abate k : for as 
yielding and humble fubmiffion to thp hand &iC(My^ pa* 
tience and fQbn)tflio& of will to the ditine difp«n(atioii» 
iare two of the great ends and the bufinefs of affli^ion^ 
which ^hen attained hf it» it hath performed a gretft 
ipart of its errand for which it was ient. 

-3 . To return unto God that affiideth or permitieth^ H : 
afBidtion miirethits.endand ufe, when it drives a man from 
ibis God, either ta evil or unlawful means, or to Ouft atid 
hide hioofelfn or l^ep at a dtftance from hkn ; and as It 
•lofeth its end, fo k is contrary to its natntal dk&y at kaft 
<where it meets with a nature of anj undeHlanding or iii- 
fl;cnuity, *• In their affidion they will feck me early,** 
3iof. V. 15. God almighty fends af^ions like meifimgets. 
ik^ call home wandring fouls ; and ff a man \9\\}t ihift a- 
.way, get farther 4)ff, and enftrange him&lf tnor^ from 
htm that ftrikes him^» he will either fend more importu*^ 
sate meflengers, afffi^ions of a greater magaitnde, to caft 
and fetch hrm, .as want and famine did the young prodI* 
gal in the gofpd ; or, which is far worfe, let him go with* 
out farther feekvng him: whereas the man that by wi^oA^ 
|» it were at the Mi call, comes home to God, or gets neat*- 
«r to him, for the moft part prevents fevercr monitors^ 
^nd renders hts fufieriug mcnre (hort, or at lead more ea«^ 
ff, by drawing near to God the Foufitam of peace aii^ 
^elivemncK. 

iind if the affii^Hon befalls fvich a man tliat hath not 
•n(^ranged himiett from almighty God; ndr departed from 
him in any greater diffences or baekOidings, yet affiidtioti 
is dot without its end or uft, even to fuch a man. Thoti 
haft walked clofcly m the duties towards God, haft de- 
pended upon htm, approved thyfcif in his fj^ht j yet it i# 
not impoflible that thy faith, in Juftry, obedience, depen- 
dance laay be m^c^ mea:^ coiiftan(» more filrm: if fb it 

may 
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inay be, as fisre it may be, then though afflt<9id8i folicft 
not thy return to him from whom thou haft not depart- 
ed, yet it folicits thy improvement. 

4. To pray unto God : and this is the moft natural ef- 
fect of afilidtion, efpecially if it be fevere and eminent. In 
. the ftorm the failors call every one upon his God ; and 
the reafon is becaufe in fuck a feafon, a man's own ihifts, 
the help and advice and affiftance of friends, and other 
.human confidences appear too weak and ine£FeAua}; and 
therefore the man is driven to that which indeed is the «- 
num magnum; namely, invocation of almighty God, for 
help, fupport and comfort. It is therefore a fign of a 
.defperate mind» that one will not come unto God in pray- 
er, at leaft when afHi<fi:ions grind him. And although a 
man be not of the number of thofe that reftrain prayer 
before God, yet afilidions naturally will make the prayer 
of fuch a man more earrieft, fervent, conftant ; it lets an 
edge, and adds life to the prayers of a praying man. 
J 5. To depend and trnft upon God both for fupport un- 
der, and feafonable deliverance from afflidlious« Keep 
thy recumbence upon his goodnefs and mercy, even un- 
der the blacke ft night of aiHidions: " Tho' he kill me, 
" yet will I truft in him," Job xiii. tj. and. with David, 
(Pfal. x?iii. 4.) even in the valley of the (hadow of death, 
to reft upon his rod and his ftaff : and tho' it becomes the 
beft of men to have a yielding and a foft fpirit under tlie 
affliding hand of God, yet be careful to bear up thyfelf 
under the power and gc^nefs pf God from fainting and 
de/pondence v 

6. To be thankful unto God under affiidion, and that 
ppon very great and impCM-tant motives, i. Thankfi^ 
that they are no worfe or greater: thou haft lofles, bitt 
yet haft thou loft all at once? Job did; or if thou ha^ 
loft all externals, yet haft thou not fomething thou va/ 
lueft more than all ; namely, inrtocence, peace with God 
and thy own confcicnce ? 2. Thankful that God almigh» 
ty rather choofeth to afflid thee, than to forfake tnee. 
As long as almighty God is pleafed to aiHid thee, it is 
plain, that thou art under his difcipline, his care ; ne 
man's condition is defperate fo long as the phyiician conv 
tinues his adminiftration ; nor is any man wholly foriaken 
i^f Go^, nor paft care, folopg.a^^e is under affli(^on ; 
■ for 
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for tt ts a tnedtcine that without thy own default will ei- 
ther recover or better thee, 3. Thankful that God hath 
been pkafed to dilcover fo much of his mind, and defign, 
and aSle<£^ions towards mankind in his word, as to afmre 
us that the meafure of his love towards, or. difpleafure a- 
gainii the children of men, is not to be taken by external 
profpfcrity or advcrfity : but on the contrary, to bear up 
, our fouls under the preflure of afflidlions, allures us that 
they are theeffedls for the m«ft part of his fatherly love 
and care, rather than of his heavy difpleafure ; .that they' 
may indeed fometimes be fymptoms of his anger, but not 
of his hatred; they may be for corredions, but not for 
confufion : he may correft thofe, whom yet he accounts 
his childven and refolves to fave. 

7 . To put us upon a due fearch and examination of our 
hearts and ways. Certainly there is not the beft man liv-* 
ing, but upon a fh-id and impartial fearch of himielf may 
find fuel for aHlidion ; demerit enough to deierve it ; fome- 
vrhat amifs, that requires amendment ; fome corruptions^ 
growing into exorbitancy : fome errors, tl^at ftand in need 
of phy(ick to cleanfe them ; fome budding diforders, that 
ftand in need of a medicine to prevent them. The great 
bufmefs of afflidlion, the great meflage that it brings from« 
God to man, is to fearch out and fee what is amils, what 
is defedive ; and to ranfack our fouls and hearts and lives, 
and fearch whether there be not fomething oScnCwe to' 
God. 

. 8. To put a man to a double duty upon this fearch; 
namely, if upon an impartial fcrutiny, thou find thy con- 
fcience clear from great and wafting fins, humbly blefs 
God for his grace, that hatli preferred thee from the great 
tranfgreflion ; but yet humble thyfelf for thy fins of dai- 
ly incurfion, for thy (ins of. omifSon, for the cohdnefs in- 
thy devotions, for thy want of vigilance over thy padions, 
for thy negledt of opportunities of doing good. As thou 
kaft matter of thankfulnefs, for efcaping thofe greater* 
and wafting fins which others commit; fo thou haft mat* 
ter of humiliation and repentance, for thofe fins that are 
of a lefTer magnitude, whereunto thy daily inadvertence 
and human fi^ilty renders thee liable, and to fet a ftriA- 
er watch upon thyfelf even in reference to thefe. Again, 
on the other fide, if upon fearch, thou find thyfelf guiU 
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tj of aoy greater fin, wkich haA not bien repmtwl ibr, 
tby afiUdioa brings iikewife a double mdfla^ unto tlxee* 
Firft, a meflaee oif humiHation and reprataace for thf 
great tranfgremoQ; and tanung to God, with a perfbd 
relolwtioA of amendment ; and a mefiage of gratitude and; 
tliaokfttlneis to God, that hath ieat this meEeoger of af-' 
flidtion to awakea thee to repentance and amendment; 
and haih givea thee an aCuraace of pardoa and forglve- 
r^s upoa thy repentance and aoiendioBent; thro' the aM* 
fiifficient faenfice of Chfift Jefus. So that whatibever per- 
fpa affii^ion meets with, it brings with it an uieful asdi 
profitable mefiage from heaven t if it meet uith a per£m 
xmder the ^ilt of fome great unrepenced fia, it brings 
him an errand of humiliation, repentaxu:e» anQMukncBty 
and thaakfttkiefi : if it meet with a good man, fudx a 
man as Job« who had the witnds of God in hintielf, that 
he was a perfed man and upright, yet it brings him alfi»> 
ameffitgc of ^e like nature, a mefiage of gratttode to that 
C«od» that hath preferved him from the great tranfgreifi* 
on ; a meilage of humiliation and repentance €or his often 
fail^gs and offences ; a meilkge of adnee to proceed with 
greater Tigiiance, and to a^ farther degree of Ghri&iaa 
perfection in the whole courfe of his life. 

9^ To wean a man from the love of the world, and to 
carry up the thoughts and hopes and deiires to that coua« 
try whereuato we are appointed. l£ all things went well, 
even with good men in this life, they would be building 
tabernacles here, and fet up dieir reft and hopes on this 
fidt Jordan, as the Reubenltes did in the country of fia; 
ihan, when they found it rich smd fruitful. God almigh- 
ty therefore in mercy makes this world unpleafing to good 
men by afflidian, that they may fet the lefs value upoa 
it, and fix their hopesv and defires, and endeavours for 
that city which is above. 

This Is the voice, of the rod, and of htm that hath ap« 
poimCbd it, which every wife, man ougRtto hear and an- 
fwer wiih all obedience, fubmiflion, and thankfnlnefs: 
and when afHidion hath wrought this effei^, its proper 
bufmefe is in a great meafure ended; and for: the moft 
part it is thereupon eafed or removed. 

Above all the temptations that befal good men in affiic- 
tions,- this commonly is th:it which doth mo& gtcatljptc^ 

vail. 



vatl, 2j\d 4oth the moft hurt; namely, when upon a di- 
ligent fearch they find then" coniciences clear fronvaay 
great offences, they are too apt to magnify their o\vit4a- 
:cegrky, to expoftulate the reafbnablenefs and juftice of 
the divine dealing with theci^, to complain of hard ufae^e 
from him. This was Job's ifault, and is too apt to be tn^e 
&ult of good men, tho' neither equal to him in their per- 
fedlions nor afHidtions : which courfe nevertheleft is, i^ 
Very unjuft and unreafbnahle ; for the beft of men have 
fins enough to juftify the juftice of God in his fevereil 
'dealing with them ; and corruptions enough to grow in- 
to greater enormities, which although they perchance fee 
not, yet the all-knowing God fees, and in mercy and with 
wfdom prevents, by tlie corrofives and catharticks of af- 
fli«5Uon : infomuch that eycn^ that good man, when al- 
irughty God opened his ear to diiciplme, fkw andacknow- 
ieged, and therefore abhorred himfelf in duft and aflie?. 
^2. As it is extremely unjuil, fo it is extremely fooJifli and 
vain : for as it is not the way to remove the aMiftioi), fo 
when God is pleafed to remove it, in mercy and compaf- 
fion, it makes a man juftly afhamed upon his deliverance, 
of that folly and pettiflinefs that he (hewed under his af- 
:fti(^on againft almighty God, who even then had thoughts 
of mercy and deliverance for him. And this very cpnfi- 
deration had been enough to have made Job's deliverance 
yet full of troul>le and iliame, for his frowardnefs in his 
afflidion, uniels the gracious God in a ftrange condeicen- 
iion of goodness and gentl«iefs had prevented it, by giving 
ib great a fuffrage unto his integrity, and covering the er- 
rors and paffionate excurfions of his afflidk>n, ^s a father 
4oth tke errors and follies of his child, by an indulgeijt 
commendation, " Ye have not fpoken of me the thing 
•' that is right, as my fervant Job," Job xlii. 7 . 

And thus far for the carriage that becoit^es us to have 
under afBiftion, and our due improvement of it, to the 
ends for which almighty God" fends it : by which almigh- 
ty God receives ,the honour of his fovereigpity, his juftice^ 
his goodnefs, his wifdom, his truth ; a^id man receives 
th^ benefit of prevention from fin, deliverance out of it, 
improvement of his graces, perfe<aing of his foul, and ad- 
vancement of his glpry, through the mercy of God, and 
hijs bleffing upon this bitter cup, the cup of afBidion. 
- VojL. I. H h ' . UI. I 
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III. I come to tbe tllird general confiderattoD, name- 
ly, that temper and diipofition of mind that becomes^ us 
to have upon and after deliverance from afRi^ions. 

I . Upon our deliverance from afflidions, we ought in 
a ipeciai and folemn manner to return our humble and 
hearty thanks to almighty God ; to acknowlege him to 
be the Author of it ; to return unto him our humble and 
ferious praifesy that he hath been pleafed to anfwer our 
prayer, jmd hath given us a plain teftimony that he hath 
a regyd to us : this is the tribute that he expels mofl jufl- 
ly from us. As he in a fpecial manner requires our pray- 
ers unto him, when we are under affliction, fo he requires 
that we (hould take notice of the returns of our prayers, 
andNto pay him the tribute of praife upon our deliverance : 
•* Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, 
«* and thou (halt glorify me," Pfal. 1. 15. The truth is, 
when we are under extremities, we are eafily perfuaded 
to call to God for deliverance, the very natural prefTurc 
of affli<5tioiis drives us to him, we know not whither elfe 
to fly : but as foon as the rod is gone, we are dull and t 
backward in returning glory to God; and we are moft 
•apt "to take notice of the means thatimmedia^ly went be- 
fore : if we or any of our relations are delivered from fick- 
jpefs, we have it prefently upon'^our tongues ends, that 
we had a careful or fkilful, phyfician, a flrong condituti- 
on, favourable weather, fome lucky accident that hap- 
pen'd unto us ; and the like we are apt to do upon other 
deliverances, and rarely, or at leaft, not with that fincc- 
rity, acknowjege the mercy of God, and the hand of God 
to be that which raifed us up. It is true, means are not 
;to be neglected ; it is a prefumption and tempting of God ; 
but it is the providence of God that gives us means ; and 
the bleffing of God that makes them fuccefsful, that fome- 
timcs bleffcth poor and weak and unlikely means to pro- 
duce defired effe<fts ; ibmetimes maketh thofe very things 
we call accidents, that feena to import the very deftru(51ion 
of a man, to be the means of his recovery, andfbmetimes 
* brings about the effedt without any vifible means. We 
are no lefs to acknowlege his goodnefs and influence, when 
we feem to be delivered by means, than if we were deli- 
vered by miracle. It is true, we are apt to fallen our 
thoughts and reafons upon means, becaufe we fee them : 

but 
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but if our eye codld be fo opened as the pi-bphet's fctvalrit's 
•vrere, when he faw the chariots of fire in the mountain, j 

we (hould fee another kind of regiment and government, j 

and ordering and difpofing of things than now we fee# i 

"Many, if not mod, of thofe fignal deliverancesr that a j 

man or a nation hath, are wrought not fo much by the jij 

^!fiicacy of means, as by a fccret mviiibie hand of provi- 
dential government, which we fee not. If ih'ercfore thou \ 
art delivered from any great diftrcfs of any kind, in fuch 
a manner, that thou capft not attribute h to means, or 
podibly, above or beyond means, the hand of thy Deii-' 
veret: is more fignal and conipicuoiis ; glorify his mercy 
and good nefs: and if thou doft obtain tby deliverance -by , ^ 
means, yet ftill glorify his mercy and goodnefs ; for it is 
his providence that iends means, his po\^er and goodnefs 
.that blefleth them to the de fired fuccefsi the efficiency 
and energy of the principal caufe i^ that which gives effi- ' 
cacy to the means, and makes them effe^uaL s • 

2. Endeavour to cxprefs thy thankfuhiefs by a fincere 
and faithful obedience to the will of thit God that hath 
thus delivered thee. A true and hearty thankfulness of • 
mind will not content itfelf with bare verbal pralfes and 
acknovsjegements, but will ftudy and endeavour to find 
otit, and do all that may be wcU-pleafing and delightful 
and acceptable to his great BenefaAor : and where ever 
the heart is truly affeded with thje/enfe of the favmtr^ 
goodnefs, and love of God, and that the deliverance ic % 
hath had is from his hand, it wiU.think nothing too much 
.to be .done, that may be wel^pleafing to him. Great 
acclamations and verbal praifes and acknowlegements, 
without an honeft and flncerc endeavour to pleiafe and o- 
bey him, are but a piece of mockci7 and hypbcrhical com- 
.plement ; and a mere fruftration and difappointment of 
almighty God, in the end gnd deftgn of his mercy to us ; 
which is, to make us really better, more ^utifulj more 
capable of greater and evcrlafting mercies ; to make us 
better examples to others, who may thereby be invited to 
fisllow us in piety and goodnefs. A maa that hath re- 
ceived gre^t and (ignai mercies and deliverances, becomes 
a great ^nd efficacioui'^.X3|;mple, and of much good, or , 
niuch evil, according as he carries. himfelf after eminent 
mercies received : if he become more pious, virtuous, jnft, 

H h ^ fober 
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fober than before, he becomes atix>re forcible mottvf and 
cncour^ement to others to be like him; agamj if he ei- 
ther remain ia, or degenerate into impiety^ Tanity, or 
^ce» he difcourag^th goodnefs^ aad becomes a great temp- 
tation to others to be like him. 

3. Take heed left after a great delivoranee^ thy heart 
be lifted up into prefumption upon God, pride and vai^^ 
^lory , and a conceit of thy own goodnefs and worth. This 
IS the common temptation that grows upon mueh mere/ 
received, and therefore the wife Law- giver did very fre- 
quently caution the people of Ifrael againft this, Deut» 
ix. 4. ^ Speak not in thine heart after uie Lord thy Go4 
** hath call them out, faying. For ray righteoufneis the 
** Lord hath brought me to pofleis this land," &c. Let 
thy aiHidltons find thee humble, and let thy afflidioas 
make thee more humbk ; but let thy deliverance yet in- 
creafc thy humility ; the more mercy Cod ihews thee, the 
more humble ever let thy heart be,. upon a double ac- 
count. I. Thy deliverances do or ibould m^ke thee ki^ow 
almighty God the more ; and the more thou knoweft him» 
the more humble it fhould make thee: Job xlii. 5. ** I 
*' have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now 
*' mine eyes have feen thee : wherefwe 1 abhor myfelf m 
** duft and afbcs." a. Thou haft need to double thy 
guards of humility, becaufe upon great deliverance thou 
muft expedl that the temptation and aifaults of pride and 
vain-glory will be moft bufy with thee : and, if in all thy 
preparations for affli<5tion* thou haft ftudied humility ; if 
under all thy affli<Sl:ions thou haft improved thy humi* 
lity ; yet if now, upon thy deliverance, thou art loft ia 
pride and vain-glory, thou haft loft ail the benefit both 
of thy preparations, and of thy afflidions, and of thy de- 
liverance alfo : thou art liVe an unhappy fliip that hath, 
endured the fea, and bath borne the ftorm, «id yet finkR 
when ftie is come into the harbour^ 

4, And upon the fame account be vigilant and watch- 
ful. It is true, thou haft weathered a great ftorm, but 
of which by the mercy of Go4 thou art delivered; but 
ftill be on thy guard, thou knoweft not how foon thoa 
(halt meet with another ; take heed it ftprize not thee un- 
provided. Though thou haft endured, it may be, a long 
and dark ftorm of 3ffli<^ioo^ and God hath mercifully de- 
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i livered thee ; yet thou haft no promife froiA almighty 
J God that thou ihalt meet with no more^ Thcfe three 
g confiderations Ihould keep thee watchful and vigilant,- 
I labtwithftanding; great deiiverance fromi great aflli^ions, 
I , Thou art thereby better fitted and prepared to- receive: 
|i it ; if it come it (hall not furprize thee unawares^, nor find 
^ Chce deeping, 2. Moll certainly, if any ^hing be a- more- 
^ likely means to preferve thee under fo great affli^ion, it 
^ is a- prepared, watchful ^ vigilant mind: for, if J may fan 
I fpeak; afilicb'ons have no great bufinefs with fuch a man;. 
L| for he is already in^ that poflure and frame of heart, that: 
J afflidtion is ordinarily fent io give* man.. 3. There i»- 
g nothing more likely to procure af9i<EUon than fecurity and^ 
L tanpreparednefs of mind: and that, Firll, In reipedb of' 
I the goodncfs, jnercy, and jufticeof God^ who, though* 
. with moil unmameabie juftice, yet with fingular mercyi> 
u lis very likely to fend aiBi^ion to awsd^en him and amende 
I Ikim, and to recal him from that tendency toapoftacy that: 
J ibcurity is apt to- brinff upon him, Seco^dly^ In refpe^. 
jj #f the: malice and vigilancy of the great enemy, of man*- 
- lond; who,, as he never wants maRce, fo he often getp 
g d permifiion to worry a man whom he hath under thisi 
■t difadvantage of unpreparednefs and fecurityv 
^ 5.. Bb' careful to keep, as great aiHi6UonS| foairb'greae: 

^livetances in memory, ^ Moft men upon^ the freih rc- 
cdpt of mtrjcy and^ delfverance have a quick and lively^ 
1 ap{)rehenfion of it ; and accordingly their affedtipns o£f 
thankfulnefs) and pra^ices and purpofes of obedience are? 
Hvely and diligent; but in procefs of time,, and as the^ 
man is further di'fiant from hi» deliverance j. fatfiememo^- 
j ry of it doth gradually, and pofllbly fuddenJy, vanife 
and decay : and* as the remembrance of the deliverancfc: 
decays and grows weaker and weaker, fd do thefe :^eo- 
tibns or difpofitionsof the foul'that are Bcftire^mentioned*:: 
the thankfulhefs growis faint, and fo' doth tbdi pbedience»; 
and fO' doth the humility, and* fo doth the AvatchfWnefe-r 
and a^ the water that hath^ been- heated v being removed* 
ft'om the fire, grows^ by degrees colder and' colder; tilll 
at laft it comes to its old coldncfs diat ibfirft had;; ft> iii>' 
a little time the afflifiibn is- forgot, and the deliverance is> 
forgot, and the xnan is grown into the very fame ftate,\ 
as i£ he never had felt ^ther, and poffibly wonfe^. There-- 
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&r«s keep dellTcr^nvees sjin4^«9ioft8 too« frefk^Athf 
HM>r7, £3^1 thyfelf ^oqueatlf ^ acceuot for ckem ; aft 
fome ^xpedknt that may frequ^tly reaiisd the^ of theqi 
vlth all th^ir circamftsMaoeji : f^t (be^ ilowo ta writinf { 
si^ntioa them pftea; reeol-le^t them often; aad recoiled 
vhax tkoughts, puipoff s^ ^nofier of mmd ai^ ^r t^ wai 
th^a upoa th«8, wliem tby a/Sii^aas yrere upcm thcie, cr 
ihy de^vp*aD<ces £*eflily given ix) tbee. Calb vitiv (hyfetf 
tow if thefe were new ius ^*eih to thee as they w«Pe tlieo^ 
with what motions or difpQlkio&s of fiiul thou (Jiouldeft 
receive them % and reafon thyfelf icK:Q the ^kme tesopef 
^nd habitude of thankfulneff;, as then thou Yuk^St* |B| 
this keeping the n^mory fi^ i^hefe affli^ops and the& de« 
liverances IreHi uiider ^} their circumftaQces, thou wii| 
"V^ith them,' and u^ the fame degree as thy remiemhFaacQ 
is of them, revive aiad-eiicitej and preferve ahd loeep afiv«^ 
and quick aad ad^ive, the f^me gratitude, the ^ame hi»< 
inility, rh^ fame o^dience, the^me vigilaiKe tha( the(i| 
piSidioas or tbeie deliveYanc^s wrought 19 tihee, wheft 
they were-frefe with the^ or «pon thee. I'he vi^oroiy 
|)eFpetuating gf the F^membraace f>f tl^em ^i)l be aa ef« 
fe^ual means to perpetuate t^f dve iVoitof ihem iiR their 
life, vigour^ a|id i^|:eqtip|i, 

• • • ^ * 

jjt GoQd JMefhqd h tpterlain unflaht^ and trmhh* 

'...»■' 

THE &ft Axpedieat is %o eicped^ them bc£pre th«f 
come : the very date of the world is uQcer^in aB4 
«mftable, and for the moft part fiormy a»d troublelbmf 4 
if there be fomc it^tervaU of -tranquillity aad fe^atcoeff^ 
they are commcHiiy atteaded with io^>ger periods «f «llr 
quietnefs a&d trouble : and the greateft rnipreffion^ ar^ 
then made by them, when they fm-prlze ils» and comf 
quiietpefled. 'When the mind is -prfipai^d fer thena by $ 
kind .of anticipatiofQ, it abates the edge, and keemiefs^ aoj^ 
iliarpneis of them. By this means a man, in a great mea- 
fure, knows thjB worft of them before he feels them, whrk|i 
renders the very incumbeiice of them not fo fin^t anfl 
troublefome tQ ftufe^ as ^theFwij^ 4^%j vf^^H^t ^^ 
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' pre-afpveheaiio(i and aioucipadoa of troubks and idifficuU 
ties 46 the j^otlter of pneveatlo^, w^hereit Is pof&ble; and 
yrhere it is oiotv yet it is the mother of patience aod relo 
!> lutioa ivhea thefj (ronae. Bilne^ the oiartfr* was wont 
^ before he ii^Sered, ^ put his finger to the caoudllev to ha* 
^ |>icu|ite himiielf to indent undergoing ^f his fAiture niar tjc<» 
- <dom; hy xhis^^nean^ he, in a great meafure, knew thft 
fvorft of ky aiid armed himfelf with refolution and patU 
cnce ^ Usar it^ Men are apc tp £eed their fancies with 
the aaticipation of what they hc^pe for, and wilb in this 
world, and to pofiefs iit iin inaaginatioo before they.attaia 
k in fruition^ and this mal^e$ meo vain : but if they woulj 
have th^ .patience Ibnieidnies lo anticipate what xhey hav|i 
Jufl ^i^fe £o iear, and to pvit tbenxielves ujader a pre->ap« 
prehendon of it, in relation to xrofTes and troubles ; ^ 
woi^d naake them wile^ ^sqd teach thena a leO'on of pati- 
ence and oipderaxion^ before they have 6ccafioa to ufe it| 
(p 4;hat -the^ oeed ncyt then begin to le^um it» wIjhbq tb^ 
pFefept and i^combeat preiEire render^ the lef&Q vaorf 
diiiipult. This was the metjK>d ovir hleired X^ord tooj^: 
with his-dHcip]es9 frequently to tell them before -hanii 
what4:hpy mitil expp^^ in the worid> Matth. x. ^nd in dir 
.vers otber plages^ telling thei9 they mufl: expert ip .th^ 
iwrorld the:worft of leiijporal ^W^^ that, they might tbere* 
by be tprepjired .to entertain t}^m with rjefolation and par 
tiisnce, -and qiighit habituate ^^heirjptliids for th^iirrecejpr 

^^. The ik^xnofdi ^xpedien|if, that we ufe all dirfge^^o^ 
t9 g4infHch a tFeafwe a& lyes aboye the.resa^h^ tbj^ 
ftoroisof tbis world; a kingdom tb'<it qapnot be (baken^ 
Ha^^If , our .j»eac^ with God lu Cbrill» <the pardoi^ of 
^ ^pur ^s, 90^ -a n^ll-groi^nded hope, ^n4 afTur^Qe ^ 
^t«ma] 4ife. Thei^ be th^ th^gs that ly out .of gun^ 
^ot, afid Avill fdi|der jthe gjr^eft troobles that^ran befaj 
j^his lom^ i^or-li; fqr «is 49 it» «AQt oniy tolerable, bui 
fmall aad ;i9CQi$]bridQrabie» whon in the midil of all th^ 
Xpneu^ic^us of the w^orld, -in the midit of iodes of good^i 
4)r ^^4'^p^ ^a ^e~'inid<l of ftorms,. and confuGons, a^^ 
.dinnlerSj. and c^lamitie^, a Q)ai|>can h^ure fuch deep an4 
.j(^tdf4 eoniiier4tiQns astbefe; '* Tho'J can iee aothiqg 
^^ biu coufufiomsj-and little hxipes of ttheir anenjqtient;^ 
*' jflt 4 4^v$ -^j^al W^ySt}^ isyi|it (^ jtl^e rea^h .of ^ tbeie | 
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«• that which islnfinitcly more valuable go me, than the 
** beft which the world cai> give ; that Which 1 dan picafcr 
«* and comfort myfelf In, n6twithfta»dmg«ll thefe woridr 
" ly diftradions and fears; namely, the alFarancc of my 
•* peace with the great God of heaven and earth. The 
" woAl that I can fnffer by thefe difcompafures, anithc 
«* ptioll I can fear from them, is but dfeath ; >nd that 
•• wiifnot only put a period to the things 1 fuffer, or caj^ 
** fear in this life, but wilHet mp into the a^iiat poOTef^ 
** fion of my hopes, even fuch a ftate of gl<>ry an4 hap- 
** pinefs as can never be ended or fhaken." Such a hoper 
and fuch an affarance as this, vnW keep the foul above 
water, and in a ftate of peace and tranquility ta all the 
tejnpefls and Ihipwracks that can befal either this inferior 
world, or any perfon m it. 

5. The third expedient is this, th^ a raatr be IrclbWed-^ 
ly conftant to keep a good confcieiice, both before the 'ap» 
proach of troubles, and under them. It is moft certainly 
true, that the vtry" fting and venom of aH> eroded aiKt 
troubles, is fin and a confcioufnefs of the guilt of it. "Thi*' 
is that wJiich gives troubles, and crofies, and calamitiesr 
their vigour, force, and (harpnefs; it is the elfiir, th^ 
yery life of them, when a man (hall be under extremdf 
outward - calamities, loft of' goods, loft of liberty, lofi 
of country, all outward hopes failing; and ftUl greater 
billows, and waves^ and fto»m«, and fears in profpedi;.' 
and within an angry, i^nquier, avenging confcience, their 
indeed troubles have their 'perfeAion of malignity. But 
if a liian in the midrt of all the/e blark and ftormy ap*r 
pearances; hath a confcience full of peace, and integrity, 
and eomfortal>)e attefiration, tkt» gives a calm in the mvASt 
of all thefe ftornfia. And the reafbn is apparent, for it is- 
not th? tempeftitoufnefs or tranquillity of externals, that 
creates the trouble or the qiiietnefs of the man, but it is 
the mind, and that Aate of compofure or difcompofure 
that the mind is put into occafionally from them : and- 
fince there is nothing in the world that conduceth more 
to the compofure and tranquillity of the mind, than thc^ 
ferenity and cleameis of the confcience, keep but that 
fkfe and untainted* the mind will enjoy a^ calm and trair- 
quillity in the midft of all the dorms of the world: and' 
although the waves beat^ ani the fea works/ aiul t He 

wind 
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Tsrmd blQ\(«, that wbA i^at hath % qnlst and dear coa- 
fcience within, wiU be as fiable aad as &fe from pertur'- 
bation^ as a rock m t^c oitdik of a teicpeftiioaB iba, and 
will be a Go(be& to and wkhta itfdf, when the red of the 
isroHd without, and round about a inan» is like an Sgypt 
Ibr plagues and darknd&. If therefore dthcr faefbre the 
acceis or irruption of tronblies, or imder their preffiBne^* 
any thing or perfim in the.^«K>rkl foHdl; thee to eaie or d«- 
Itver thyfelf by a brefteh or wound of thjr con&ienoe^ 
l^now thej are aboot to cheat thee oTthy beft i«ennty w^ 
der God, againft the power and malignitf of troubles; 
they are about to dip off that lock, wherein neit under' 
God thy-ftrength lyeth. Whatever therefore thou doft 
Jiazard or loofe, keep the integrity of thy oohfcience both 
before the accefs of troubles, and under them. It n a 
jewel that will make thee rteh in the midft of poverty ; a 
fun that will give thee light in the midft of darfcne^ ; a 
fortrefs thar will keep thee fafe in the greateft danger, and 
that is never to be tskktn onleft thoo thyfelf betray it and 
deliver it up* 

4, The next expei^Nent is diis; namely, anaffiiranoe 
that the divine wtidom, power« and providenee, doth - 
diipofe, govern, imd order all the things in the worlds 
even thoie that ieem aioA eonfirfed, irregular, tumultu-^ 
ous, and contumacious. This, as it is a mod certaiti 
truth, fo it is a moil eKoeUent eicpedient to compofe and 
fettle the mind, eipecially of iuch a man who truly loves 
and fears this great God, even under the blacked and 
mod difmai troubled am^coi^ufioas; for it mud mod ne- 
cef&riiy give a found, jsreient, ,and pra^^ical argument of 
patience and contemmtic»i : for even thefe black diXpen^** 
tions are under the 0overam«m aiad fnaoAgement o£ the 
mod wife and powemil Cod. Wfa j 'Ihould I, that am a 
foolidi vain creature, and can icaree iee to smy dcdance 
before me, take upon me texenfune thoie difpeafarions^ 
to druggie impatiently vm\i thenar -to df fqiuet «nd cti> 
meirt my lelf with ye^ation at them : let <?^ alone to ge^* 
vern and 'Ordar th^ world as he thinks ft 1 as his pov^r ss 
indaite, and cannot be folded, fo 4s his wii'dom tniini^ 
and knows bed what is to be done^ and when, and how.* > 
2. As it gives a ^imd argument impatience and cont«n*« 

t^da^At tol^fpfv^^ fitear Mikf^rieace ^f redgoattoa of our* 
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felresup to him, and to his will, and difpofal, upoa the 
account- of hit goodnefs. It is the mere bounty and gpod- 
nefs qf God that firft gave being to all things, and pre-f 
fervcs ail things in their being; that gives all thofe ac- 
dommo^aiions and conveniencies that accompany their 
being ; why Ihould 1 thtrefore diftruft his goodnefs ? As 

V ,he hath power to do what he pleafeth ; wiidom to dire5 
and difpofe that power ; fo he hath iniiiute goodnefs, that 
accompanies that power and that wifdom. As I cannot 
put my will into the hands cf greater wifdom, fo I cannot 
put my will into the hands of greater g«odnefi» His be- 
neficence to his creatures is greater than it is poffible for 
the creatures to have to themfelves, I will not only 
. therefore patiently fubmit to his power and will, which 
.1 can by no means rcfift, but cheerfully refign up myfelf 
to the difpofal of his will, which is infinitely beft, and 
therefore a better rule for my difpofal^ than my own 
will. 

'5. The next expedient is faith and recumtjciaee upon 
thofe promifes of his, which aH wife and good men do, and 
muftValue above the beft inheritanceii^ this vi^of Id ; namely^ 

. • that he will not leave nor forfake thofe that fear and love 
him, Heb. xiii. 5. ** How much' mo^cfcallycwirhcavefily 
** Father give good things to them that afk him? Matth, 
*«.vi. 30. Matth. vli. ii. He that fpaved not his own 
♦« Son, but delivered him Up for us aft, how fhall he nbl 
*« with him alfo freely give us all things? Rom. "viiii 3}?. 

; ♦* All things fhall work together for good to them that 
<* love God." Rom, viii. 28. 'Upon the affurance of 

, thefc divine promifes, ray. heart may quiet itftlf in the 
midft of all the moft'dark and tumultuons concuflions fn 
the world. Is it b.cft for me to be delivered out of thenor 
oi* to be preferved in or under them ? 1 am under the 
providence and government of my heavenly Father,, "whp 
hath faid, He '* will not leave me, nor forfakc me;'^ 
■who takes more care of me, and hears naore tovc to me, 
than J can bear to my moft dutiful child 5 that can in a 
moment refcue me from the catatrity, or infallibly fecure 
me under, it; that fees and knows evc!*y moment of my 
condition, and a thoufaxid expedients to preferve or re- 
lieve me. On the other fide, do I fa!! in the fame com* 
mon dlamity , and £ink u&der it, without anv deliverance 

froa 
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TroiXLit, prefervation under it? His will be done, I am 
fore it is for my good; nay, it is not pofliblejt {hould be 
otherwifei for my very death, the Woi-ft of worldly evils, 
-will be but a tranfmiflion of me into a ftate of bleflednefs, 
and immortality; for, " BlelTed are they that die in the 
•' Lord, they reft from tjicir labours, and their works 
•* follow them," Rev. xiv. 13, * * 

6. The next expedient is prayer. Tlie glorious Go^ of 
heaven hath given us a fi^ee and open acceis to his throne 1 
there to fue out hj prayer, thofe bleffings and mercies 
which he hath promifed. It is riot only a duty that we 
owe in i'ecognition of the divine fovereignty ; a privilege 
of greater value than if we were made lords of the whole 
earth ; but a means to attain thofe mercies, that the di- 
vine wifdom and goodnefs knows to be fitteft for us : by 
this means we may be fure to have deliverance or prefer- 
vation, if ufeful or fit for us; or if not, yet thofe favours 
and condefcenfions from almighty God, that are better 
. than deliverance itfelf ; namely^ patience and contented* 
Ti<&£s with the. divine good^pleafure ; refignatlon of our 
wills to him ; great peace and tranquillity of mind ; evi- 
dences and communication? of his love and favour to us: 
iupport under our weaknedes and defpondencies ; and 
. many times almighty God, in thefe wildernefles of di- 
firatftions, and confuiions, and dorms, and calamities, 
whether publfck or private, gives out, as a return to 
hearty and faithful prayer, fuch revelations of his good- 
nels, and irradiations of his favour and love, that a man 
would not exchange for all the external happinefs that 
this world can afford, and reconopenfeth the lofs and 
troubles in relation to externals, with a far greater mea- 
fure of the raanifeilations of his favour, than ever a man 
did receive in his greateil confluence of external advati- 
tagcs. Yea, and poffibly, the time of external ftorms and 
troubles is far more feafonable for fuch returns of faithful 
and humble prayer, than the times of external affluence 
and benefits ; and the devotion of the ibul by fuch trou- 
bles is raifed to a greater height, and accompanied with 
more grace, and humility, and fervency, than i$ ordi- 
narily found in a condition of eg^temal peace, plenty, and 
ferenity. . ' • 

CHANGES 
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CHANGES wif TROUBLES. 

PEACE, vaj-ward fotti ! fct not thoie various flonxis, 
Which hourly fitt the Trorld with frefti alarms^ 
Jnvadc thy peace ; nor diicompofe that reft, 
Which thou may'ft keep untouched within thy breaft. 
Amidft thofe whirlwinds, if thou keep but free 
The mtcrcourfc bctwiict thy God and thee ; 
Thy region lyes above thcfe ftorms ; and know, 
Thy thoughts are earthly, and they crciep too low. 
If thefe can reach thee, or accefs caa find, 
To bring or raife Kke tempefts in thy nund» 
But yet m thefe d^ibfders fomething lyes. 
That's worth thy notice^^ out of whjch the wife 
May trace and find that juft and powerful hand. 
That fccredy, but furely doth coounand. 
And manage thefe dfftempers with that (kill. 
That while they feem to crofs, they aA his will, 
Obfervc that filver thread, that fteers and bends 
The worft of all diforders, to fuch ends, 
Th. t Ipeak his juftice, goodnefs, providence, 
AMio clofely guides it by his influence. ^ 

And though thdc ftorms are loud, yet liften weH, 
There is another meffage that they tell : 
I'his world is not thy country ; 'tis thy way ; 
Too much contentment would invite thy ftay 
Too long upon thy journey ; make it ftrange. 
Unwelcome news, to think upon a change ; 
Whereas thefe rugged entertainments fend 
Thy thoughts befote thee to thy journey's end ; 
Guide thy defires ail homewards * tell thee plain. 
To think of refting here is but m vain ; 
Make thee to iet an equal eftimate 
On ithis uncertain world, and a juft rate 
On that to come ; tiiey bid thee wait and ftay 
Until thy Matter's cafl, and then with joy 
To entertain it. Such a diange as this. 
Renders thy iofs, thy gain j improves thy blifs. 

Of 
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Of the Redemption tf Time, Hnv, and why 

1/ is t9 be redeemed. 

I Would confider thcfe particulars : i . What that time 
is which we are to redeem, 2. *Vhat it is to redeem 
that time. 3, How that tinae is to be redeemed, 4. Why 
that time is thus to be redeemed. 

The firft of thefe, what that time is, that is to be re- 
deemed. The philofophers trouble themfelves much 
about what time is, and kaye it very difficult ; but vrt 
fliall not need to trouble ourfelves with that inquiry. 
The time that is here meant, feems to be under this 
double relation : Firft, In relation to forae apt feafon for 
any thing to be done ; and then it is properly called op- 
portunity, which nothing elfe, but the co-incidence of 
fome circumftance accommodated to fome adion^ fui ta- 
ble to it; as the time for the hufbandman to reap his 
corn, is when the corn is ripe, and the weather feafon- 
able. It is time for the fmith to forge iron when it is 
hot, and therefore malleable : and fo in matters moral ; 
it is a time to Ikew mercy when an o1>je<ft of mifery occurs, 
and a power to gtve relief. This, as I take it, is that 
'Which the Creeks call iairosf ot opportunity. Secondly, 
In relation to that continuancje of the duration of the rea- 
ibnabl^ creature in life, in this world, or the time of our 
Jife. 

ir. To redeem tinie, therefore, b la relation to both 
thefe, viz. i. In relation to feafons and opportunities; 
the redemption of time in this refpedt is, Firft, Diligent- 
ly to watch and obferve all fitting feafons and opportuni- 
ties of doing all the good we may, whether in relation to 
almighty God, his fervice and glory; or in relation to o- 
thers, in all a(fts of charity and juflice ; or in relation to 
ourielves, in improvements of knowlege, piety, and vir- 
tue. Secondly, Induftrioufly to lay hold of all thefe op- 
portunities, and not to let them (fip, but to apply fuitable 
anions to fuitable opportunities, when they occur, 2. la 
relation to the times of oar lives ; and fo we are faid to 
redeem our dme, Firft, When we conftantly employ our 
V o L. I, It time, 
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time, and leave us few vacuities and interjlitla in it with- 
out employing it* The oppofite to this, is idlenefs, or 
doing nothing. Secondly, When we employ our time 
condantly in doing fomething that is anfwcrable to the 
value and ufefulnefs of our time. The oppofites to this, 
are, Firft, The Tinful employnient of our time, which is 
indeed worfe than idlenefs: or Secondly, The vain,, and 
impertinent, and unprofitable employment of our time, 
AS Domitian did in killing of flies. Thirdly, When t^'c 
employ our time, not only in things profitable, but in 
fuch things as are of greateft uife and importance j and 
therefore fuch employments, as are of the greateft im- 
portance and concernment, ought to take up the greateft 
and moft confiderable part of our time ; otherwife we arc 
imprudent and irrational in the improvement or redemp- 
tion of our time. And therefore this redeeming of our time 
is ordinarily called hulbandingof ourtime, in refemblancc 
of the hufbandman's proceeding with his ground. If the 
hufbandman doth not at all till and fow his ground, but 
is idle ; or if he takes much pains in tilling of the ground, 
and fows nothing but cuckle and darnel, or fiich hurtful 
feeds; or if he fows not that which is hurtful, but fows 
light or unprofitable corn ; or fows that ground with a more 
ignoble and unufeful grain, which would with more reafon 
and advantage be employed to a more noble grain, that 
would yield more profit ; or if he fows a fuiXable grain, 
but obferves not the feafon proper for it ; that man is 
an ill hufband of his ground : and he that with die like 
negligence, or imprudence, hufbands his time, is an ill 
hufbandof his time, and doth not redeem it as he is here 
directed. But of this more in the next. 

HI. Hov/ time is to be redeemed. The particular methods 
.of hufbanding of time under both the former relations, viz. 
in relation to opportunity, and in relation to our time of 
life, iliall be promifcuoufly fet down. Now, the aifllons of 
our lives may be diftinguiftied into feveral kinds, and in 
relation to thofe feveral anions, will the employments of 
our times be diverfificd. i. There are anions natural, 
fuch as eating, drinking, deep, niotion, reft. 2. Acti- 
ons civil ; as proyifion for families, bearing of publlck of- 
fices in times of peace or war ; moderate recreations and 
^ivertifcrnents ; employments in civil vocations, as agri- 
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Culture, mechanical trades, liberal profeflions, 3. A6ti- 
6ns moral, whether relating to ourfelves, as fobriety,. 
temperance, mo<deration, (which though they are rather 
habits than adtions, and the adions of them rather con- 
fift in negatives than poiitives, yet I ftiJe them alTions) 
or relating to others^ as a^ts of juftice, <;hlrity, com- 
paflTion, liberality. 4* Or, Laftly, Adigns religious, 
relating to almighty God, as invocation, thank fgiving, 
inquiring into his works, will, obedience to his law and 
Commands, obferving folemn feafons of his worlhip and 
fervice, and which muft go tliroagh and give a tindure 
to all the reft, a habit of fear of him, love to him, hu- 
mility and integrity of heart and foiit before him ; and, 
in fum, a habit of religion towards God in his Son Jefus' 
Cbrift, which is the magnrtm oporiety the one thing ne- 
telTary, and over- weighs all the reft ujpoh thefe accounts :v 
I, In refpeft of the excellency and fovereignty of the ob- 
Je<5t, almighty God, to whom we o\^^e our being, and ths 
ftrength and flower of our fouls. 2. In refpcLt of the 
nobtenefs of the end thereby, and therein to be attained j 
JEdx v;Iifir«a&'ail~ih«'rcjt fcrve onty to the meridian of this 
fife, the latter hath a prorpe<^ to an ctermil life. 3 , Tn 
refpedt of the noblenefs of the habit itfelf which hath an 
nniverfal influence into all the reft of the before-mention- 
ed relatione, and advanceth, and improvcth and enno^- 
blcth them. It would be too long to proiecute the me- 
thods of redeeming the time in the particular relation 
to all thefe a£Hoas in this fheet of paper; therefore in 
this purfuit of .the naanner of redeeming^ the time, 1 fhall 
let down only thefe generals.. 

1, We are to neg^eA' no opportunity that occurs to do 
good ; but, I . To watch ali opportunities, that offer 
therafelves thereuQta. 7. To feek for them, if they offer 
not thcmfelves. 3* To ofc them, ai^ not to let them 
flip. ^ ^ 

2. In the co-mcidence of opportunities of feveral kinds, 
and fuiting to feveral aiTtions, tagive thofe the prelation 
that correfpond to the moft worthy anions; and in the 
CO- incidence of opportunities for adions of equal moment, 
to prefer fuch as.are moft rare, and probably of unlike- 
lihood to occur again, before thofe that are under a pro- 
bability of frequent occurrence. . 

I i 2 3. 'We 



t ■ 



37^ Reclem fhe T i W B* 

3, We arc to b^ very careful to l^avc cio baulks ©r m- 
tcriperfioDs of idJenefs in pur lives, Tbofe men that have 
moft employnaent, and of tbe moft conftact nature, can- 
not chufcj but have certaiQ interjiitia between tie vari- 
eties of bufinjefs, which may be fitted with employ mentt 
fuitable to their length gs qualities ; and it becomes a 
good hufband of his time, to have fome defignatio^s ai}4 
diflinations of bufineffes that may be fuitable to the Ba- 
ture, quality, feafons, and nmnf of thofe vacant interjiitm. 
An induftrious hufbandmau, tradefman, fcholar, will 
never want bufinefs fitted for occa^onal vacan$:ies and 
Horae fubctfiva, GelUus his Noiles /Attica have left us 
an experiment of it : and a Chridian, even as fuch« hath 
ready employment for pccafiojial interfti^s, reading* 
praying ; the crumbs and fragments of time would & 
furnifhed with their fuitable employments ; it is precioos^ 
and therefore let none of it be loft. 

4. Much time might be faved and redeemed in re- 
trenching the unneceffary jexpence? there<rf in our ordi- 
liZTJ *^*^^Q» attiring and drcffing ourfelves, and the length 
of our meals, as urczifrP*; dmaeis, fuppersj wbicb> 
efpecially in this latter age,, and among people of the 
better fort, are protracted to an immoderate and excelUve 
length ; there is little lefs than ten or twelve hours every 
day fpent in theie reHedions and appendancies, which 
might be fairly reduced to much lefs. ' 

5, Take heed of entertaining vain thoughts, which arq 
a very great confumption of time, and are very incident to 
melancholy and fanciful perfons, whom I have ktiown to fit 
the greateft part of feycral days in proje^ing .what they 
would do if they had fuch eflates, honours, or places, 
and fuch kind of unprofitable and vain meditations ; which 
humour is much improved in them that ly long in bed io 
a morning. 

6. Beware of l!6o much recreation. Some bodily cr* 
ercife is neceilary, for fedentary men efpecially ; but let 
it not be too frequent, nor too long. Gaming, tayernsy 
and plays, as they are pernicious, and corrupt youth ) 
io if they had no other fault, yet they are juftly to b# 
declined in refpe<5l of their excelfive expence cf tin>e, and 
habituating men to idlenefs and vain thoughts, and dif 
ilurbing pafiions and fymptoms whea they are pafl» as 
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Weil as while they are ufed. Let no recreations of any 
k>ng continuance be ufed in the morning, for they haz'ari 
the lofs or difcompofure of the whole day afte'r. 

7 . Vifits made or received, are for the molt part aa 
intolerable confumption of time, unlefs prudently order- 
ed ; and they are for the moft part fpent in vain and im- 
pertinent difcourfes, i. Let them hot be^ ufed in the 
morning, ar. Let the vifits made to, or by per ions of 
impertinence, be (hort, and at fuch times as may be 
beft fpared from what is more ufeful or necelTary, viz. at 
meals, or prefently after. 3. But if the perfons to be vi- 
fited, are men of wifdom, learning or eminence of parts, 
the vifits may be longer ; but yet fo as the time may b&* 
profitably fpent in ufeful difceurfe^ which carries in it as^ 
"Well profit and advantage as civility and refpedl. 

8. Be obftinately conftant to your devotions at certains 
fet times, and be fure tofpend the Lord's day intirely iir 
thofe religious duties proper for it ; and let nothing but 
an inevitable neceflity divert you from it. For, i. It is the- 
beft and moft profitable fpent time ; it is in order to the great 
end of your being in the world, 2. It is in order to your e— 
"verlafting happinefs ; in coipparifon of which, all other bu- 
finefles of this life are idle and vain ; it is that which wiU^ 
give you the greateft comfort in your life, in yoorfick- 
nefs, in your death ; and he is a fool tha|: provides not? 
for that which will moft certainly come; j. It is the mo(l 
reafonable tribute imaginable unto that God, that lends* 
you your time, and you are bound to pay it under all the 
obligations of duty and gratitude: And; 4, It is that: 
which will"faii6lify and profper all the reft of your time,, 
and your fecular employments : I' am not apt to* be fiipcr-- 
ftitious, but this I have certainly and infallibly found true; 
that by my deportment in my duty towardsGbd in the- 
times devoted tohis fervicc, e(^ecially on the Lord's, day,. 
1 could make a certain conjeflure of my fuccefs in my fe- 
cular occafions the reft of the week after: if 1 were loofe 
and negligent in the former, the latternever fucceeded 
well ; if ftri<5l, and confdentioos, and watchfuFin the- 
former, I was fuccefsfui and profperous in the latter. 

9. Be induftrious and faithful in your calling.. The' 
merciful God hath not only indulged unto us a far greats 
«r portion of time for our ordinary oecafiGns,, than he: 
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bath refervcd to himfelfy but alfo enjoins and reqinres 
our indu(try and diligence in it. And .remember that 
you obferve that induliry and diligence, not only as citiI 
means to acquire a competency for yourfelf and your fa- 
mily, but alio as an ad of obedience to his command and 
ordinance : by means whereof, you make it not only an 
••^Q. of civil converfation, but of obedience to almighty God» 
and fo it becomes ia a manner ^iritualized into an ad ol 
religion. 

10. "Whatever you 'Ao^ be very careful to retain ia. 
your heart a habit of religion, that may be always about 
you, and keep your heart and your life always as in hit 
prefence, and tending towards him. This will be con* 
tinually with you, and put itfeif into adb, even although 
you are not in a folemn poRure of religious vorihip, and 
will lend you multitudes of religious applications to al- 
mighty God, upon all occafions and interventions^ whicli 
v^ill not at all hinder you in any meafure in your fecular 
occafions, but better and further you : it will make yoq 
faithful in your calling, even upon the account of an ac- 
tual reflt'ftion of your mind upon the prefencc and com-^ 
maud of the God you fear and love: it will make yoo 
adlually thankful for fuccelles and fupplies; tempe* 
rate and fober in all your natural aAions; jufl and ialxh- 
ful in all your dealings ^ patient and contented in all your 
difappointments and croiles^ and adhially to confided and 
intend his honour in all you do; and will give a tindhire 
of religion and devotion upon aU your fecular inoploy- 
ments, and turn thofe very a£kions, which are matenally» 
civil or natural, into the very true and formal nature <£ 
religion, and make your whole life to be an* u&- intermit- 
ted life of religion and duty to God. For this habit of 
piety in your foul, will not only not lye fleeping and un^ 
adive, but almoft in every hour of the day will pat ^vxh 
adual exertings of itfeif in applications of fliort occafiona} 
prayers, thankfgivrng, dependence; refort unto that 
God that is always near you, and lodgeth In a manner 
in your heart by his fear, and love, ctild habitual reli^oa 
towards him. And by tliis means you do effedually, and 
in the bcft and readieft manner imaginaUe, doubly re- 
deem vour time. i. In the lawful exerciie of thofe na* 
tural and civil concerns which are not c«}Iy permitted^ 
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but in a great meafure injoiited by almighty God. 2. At 
the fame tiooe exercl^g a^s of religious duties, obfer- 
vance and veneration unto almighty God, by perpetnat*- 
ed, or at lead frequently reiterated, tho' £hort, a<5ts of 
devotion to him. And this is the great art of Chriftiaii 
chymiHry, to convert thofe a£ts that are materially na- 
tural or civil, into a^ truly and formally religious \ 
whereby the whole courie of this life is both truly and iA<^ 
tcrpretatively a fervice to almighty God, and an uninter* 
rupted flate of religion, which is the beft and nobled, 
and moft univerfal redemption of the time. ^ 

II. Be very careful to prefer thoie a<5Hons of yoor life 
^ that mofib concern you ; be fure to do them chiefly, to do 
them moft. Let thofe things, that are of ]e(s moment, 
give place to thofe things that are of the greateft mo* 
ment.. Every man of the moil ordinary prudence, hav- 
ing many things to do, vriil be fure to be doing of that 
firft and chiefly which moft concerns htm, and which be- 
ing omitted, and poftibly wholly difappointed, might oc« 
cation his moft irreparable lofk. We have, it is true,^ 
many things to be done in this life ; Ars longa^ vita bre» 
vh : and we have feafons and opportunities for them : but 
of thefe many things, fome are barely coavenient:ies for 
this life ; ibme, tho* they ieem more neceftary, yet ilill 
they rife no higher, nor look no farther, nor ferve no 
longer, but only for tlie meridian of this life, and are of 
no poflible ufe in the next moment after death. The plea* 
iures, the profits, the honours, the moft florid^ocomoKK 
dations dP great human leahitng, (Utely houfes and pa* 
laces^ goodly po&fliOBS, greateft honours^ higheft repu«« 
tation, deepeft policy, they are jSoied only to this life} 
when death comes, they are infignificent pitiful tkings^ 
imd {erve for nothing at all 'the very tiext moment aftec 
death : may, the dtfeafes and |>ains, and languiibix^g^ 
that are the Pr^eludUi of death, render >them perfei3]|f 
V9ASi, if not vexatious and torturing. But there are cer« 
tain bufinedes that are aot •CHily excellently nfefui in this 
life, but fuch as abide by ns in ficknefs, in death ; nay^ 
go along widi us with iingular cemfcH^t into the next life, 
and never leave n«, but ftaie us in an eternal ftate of reft 
and happiuefs, fuch as >naay be with much eafe acqwred 
in the times ^health and4iie» but v^y difficult .to be a^r 
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tained tn the time of fickncfs, and the hour of desttfi, But 
never to be forgotten after death; fucli as are of that ne- 
teffity, that in comparifon of them, all other things are 
impertinent and vain, if not delperately noxious and hurt- 
ful. There is no neceffity for me to be rich, and to be^ 
great in the world ; to have fuch a ti^le f3^ hohoor, fuch 
a place of dignity or profit ; to leave fuch aiv inheritance 
or titular dignity to my fon ; or to have fo many thoufand 
pounds in my inventory, when 1 die. But there are cer- 
tain matters of abfolute nec^fliity to me, fuch ^s if I am 
without, I am undone and loft f and yet fuch as if not at- 
tained here in this life, can never be atmihed*; and there- 
fore, as it concerns me in the higheft degree to attahr 
tliem, fo it concerns me in the higheft degree to attaiiF 
them in this life, and to take all opportunities^ imaginable 
in order thereunto, and to redeem every minute f S time" 
for that purpofe, letl 1 Ihould be for ever difappointed, 
and noc be like the fooliih virgins to be getting jof oyf 
when the door is ready to be Ihut : and with the truant- 
ichohir, to trifle away my time allotted me for my leflbo, 
and then to begin to learn- it when my mafter calls for me 
to repeiit it. And thofe bufinefTes are fuch ,as thcfe : the- 
kiwwiege of Chrift Jefus, and him crucified; the attain- 
ment of faith in Cod through him ; the acquaintance of 
myielf with the will of God, the eomportrng of myfelf 
- with that will ; the exercife of true and ferious repentance 
for fins paft ; the fteady refolutron of obedfence to his 
vnll for the time to come; the attaining of ^e pardon of 
my fins, and peace with God' through Chrill our Lord; 
the fubduing of my luft» and corruptions ; the conforma- 
tion of my will and life to the holy will of God-, and the 
perfect Pattern ef holinefs, Chriil Jefus ; tBr working out 
of my falvation with feap and trembling; the giving all 
diligence to make my calling and election furc ; the fitting 
and pnrging of myfelf to be a vcflel of glory and im- 
mortality, and fitted for the ufe of my great Lord and 
Mafter ; the cafting myfelf into fuch a frame and pofturc 
of mind and Kfe, that I may be fitted and ready to die, 
and give up my account to ray Lord" with peace and 
cheerlulnefs, and comfort; fo that-if Tihould, either by 
the hand of fbme difeafe or cafualty, or other providence^ 
receive tUis folemn meffige^ .** Set thy houfe in-order, for 
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«» thou (halt dU,*' I migbt receive it with as mv^b rendt^ 
nefs, willingnefs and cheerfvtQ^&, as, a faithful and dili'* 
gent fervant would receive this command fromhis mafter. 
You muil take fuch a journey for roc to-morrow, Tbefe^ 
^ ^d fucb like bufmeiTes as thefe, befides the confi;ant te-» 
' nour of a juft,. vertuou^, and piou^ life, ar^ the mod im-* 
portant bulinefles of a Chriftiau. Ftrft, Such as are cf 
^biblute neceiSty to him* he may not, he cannot be with* 
out them. Secondly, Such as cannot be done elfewherf 
than in this life ; this world is the great labaratory for 
perfedling of ioxH^ for the next ; if they are not done 
here, they ceafe to be done for ever: death ihujts th« 
door, and everlaftiagly feals us up in that ftate it finds us. 
Thirdly, And every feafon of this life u not at leaft fo 
fuitable for it: ficknefs and pain, and wearifome and 
froward old age, have buGoefs enough of themielves to 
entertain us; and any man that hath had experience of 
either, will ^d be hath enough to do tabear them, or to 
ftruggle with them. And fourthly. We know not whe- 
ther the grace and opportunities that God hath lent U4» 
aud v?e have aegle&ed in our lives, ihall ever be afforded 
again to us in Uie times of Car (ickneiies, or upon oUf 
death-beds ; but little portions of time in our lives and 
healths are fumiihed with thoufands of invitations and 
golden opportunities for thefe great works. Let us there* 
lore redeem thofe portions of time that our life and health 
lends us, for this great and osifi thing neceifary. 

And now, if a man will take a furvey of the commoa 
courfe even pf the Chriftian world, we Ihall find the ge* 
nerality of mankind the veried children, fools, and mad- 
men, that ever nature yielded. The very folly of chiK 
. dren in ^nding their time in rattles, and hobby- hories» 
k cnore excufable than theirs, whole reafon and experience 
fliould better inftrud them. There is not any man Sm 
fenfelefs, but he knows he muft die, and he knows noc 
iiow ibon he (hall hear of that fad fummons; and if he 
were fo brutilh^is not to think of it, or believe it, yet th« 
weekly bills of mortality give him daily inftances of its 
and yet if we do bat obi^rve the world of men, they dd 
for the moft part wholly trifle away their time in doing 
that which is evil ; or in doing nothing ; dt in doing, no? 
ibiing Kf} any (urpofe;^ or becombg a reafonable nature. 

One 
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One man trifles away his time in feafting and jollity ; aflo^ 
ther in gaming or vain and unneceflary recreations, iff 
hunting, hawking, bowling, and other wafting expences 
of time; another in fine eloaths, powder ings, and pain- 
ting, and dreffing; another in hunting after honours 
and preferments, or heaping up of wealth and riches^ 
and ladings himfelf with thick clay; another iu trivial 
fpeculations, poflibly touching fotae criticifm or gramma- 
tical nicety ; and all thefe men wonderfully pride them- 
felves as the only >vife men, look big and goodly, and 
when they come to die, all thefe prove either vexations 
and tortures of a mifpent time ; or at leaft, by the very ap- 
pearance of ficknefsand death, are rendered poor, empty, 
infipid, and infignificant things; and then the minifter 
is fent for, the lacrament defired, and nothing but peni- 
tence and complaints of the vanity of the wotld, unhap- 
py expences of time, and all the wealth and honour 
would be prefently facrificed for the redemption of thofe 
miipent hours, and days, and years that cannot he re^ 
called, nor redeemed by the price of a World. But the 
great mifery of mankind is this, they. canaoly^BeiP wilt 
not, in the time of health, anticipate the confideration of 
death and judgment to come \ nor put on any appVehen- 
fions or thoughts, that the time will come when things 
will be other wife with them than now it is; or that they 
will be driven into another kind of eftimate of things thaa 
now they have, and this their way is their folly. Man 
being in honour, in health, m life, underftandeth not^ 
but becomes like the bealisthat periih, Pfal. xlix. 12. 

IV. I come to the reafons, why we ought thus tore- 
deem our time, which may be theie : 

I , Our time is a talent put into oar hands by the great 
Lord of the whole family of heaven and earth, an4 iuch 
whereof we are to give an account when our Mafter calls,, 
and it will be a lamentable account, when it {hall confift 
only of fuch itemj as thefe : Itemy So much of it fpent in 
plays, and taverns, and gaming. //^;», So, much of it 
jpent m fleeping, eating, drinking. Item^ So .much 
fpent in recreations, and paftimes* IteMy So much fpent 
in getting wealth, and honour, &c. and there remains fa 
xnuch* which was fpent in doing nothings - 
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2. Our time is aa univerfal talent, that every man, 
that lives to difcretion, hath. Every man hath not a ta- 
lent of learning, or of wealth, or honour, or lubtilty of 
wit to account for ; but every man that lives to the age 
of difcretion, hath time to account for. 

3. Every man hath not only a talent of time, but every 
man hath a talent of opportunity, to improve his talent 
in fome meafure, put into his hand. The very works 
and light of nature, the very principles of natural religi- 
on are lodged in thfi hearts of all men; which by the 
help of his natural reafon, he might exercife to fome a6ts 
-of fervice, duty, and religion towards God. But the 
Chriftian hath piuch more. 

4. The redcraptioa and improvement of our time is the 
•next and immediate end why it is given, or lent us, and 
why we are placed in this life ; and the wafting of our 
time is a difappoiatment of this very end of our being; 
ibr thereby we confequently difappoint God of his glory, 
and ourfelves of our happinefs, 

5. Upon the management and difpofal of our time de- 
|)ends the everlafting concernment of our fouls. Ex hoc 
anojnsnto pendet Mternitas. If it be redeemed, improved, 
and imployed as it ought to be, we (hall in the next mo- 
ment after death, enter into an immutable, eternal, and 
perfe<^ ftate of glory ; if it be either fmfully or idly fpent, 
we fall into an everlafting, irrecoverable, and unchange- 
able ftate of miftry. 

6. The bulinefs we have to do in this life, in ordi^r to 
the cleanfing of our fouls, and fitting them for glory, is 
a great and important bufineft, and the time we have to 
^ive bath two moft dangerous qualities in reference to that 
'bufinefs. 1. It is fhort: our longeft period is not above 
.eighty years, and few there be that arrive to that age. 
2. It is very cafual and uncertain : there be infinite acci- 
dents, difea£es, and diftempers that cut us off fuddenly;^ 
as acute difeafes, fuch as fcarce give us any warning; 
and confidering how many ftrings, as it were, there are 
to hold us |up, and how fmall and ineonfiderable they 
are, and how eafily broken, and the breach or diforder 
of any of the leaft of them may be ah inlet to death, it is 
a kind of miracle that we live a month. Again, there be 
:iziany difeafes that render us in a manner dead while we 
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lire, as apoplexies, palfies, phrenfieis, ftone, go^t, v^hich 
render our time either grievous, or very unuieful to us. 

7 . Time once loft, it is loft for ever : it is never to bd 
recovered ; ail the health of both the Indies will not re- 
deem nor recal the la ft hoar I ^«it; it ceafeth for 
ever. 

8. As onr time is fhort, fo there be many things that 
corrode and wafte that (hort time ; fo that there reniains 
but little that is ferviceable to our bcft imployment. Let 
us take but out of our longeft lives, the weaknefs and folly 
cf childhood and youth, the im potency and morofiiy df 
bur old age, the times for eating, drinking, fleeping, 
tho* with moderation, the times of Hcknefs and indif- 
jpofednefs of health, the times of cares, Journeys, and 
travel, the times for neceflary recreations, interview rf 
friends and relations, and a thoufand fuch*expences of 
time, the refidue will be but a fmall pittance for our bu- 
finefs of greateft moment, the bufmeis I mean, of fitting 
our fouls for glory ; and if that be mifpent, or idly fpent, 
we have loft our treafurc, and the tery flower and jewel 
of our time. 

9. Let us but remember, that when we fliall come to 
die, and our fouls fit as it were hovering upon our lips, 
ready to take their flight, at how great a rate we would 
then be willing to purchafe fbme of thofe hours we once 
trifled away, but we cannot. 

10. Remember that this is the very elixir, the very hell 
of hell to the damned fpirits, that they had once a time, 
wherein they might upon eafy terms, have procured ever- 
lafting reft and glory ; but they fooiifhly and vainly mif- 
pent that time and ibafon which is not now to be recover- 
ed. 



The Great Audit: With the Account 
of the G^oo Steward. 

THE great Lord of the world halh placed the chil- 
dren of men in this earth as his ftewards ; and ac* 
cording to the parable in Mattb. xxv, he delivers to every 
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|K!f j[«n fiis taints, a ftock of advantages or oppattunitks i 
te fome he commits mo**e, to fbme leis, to all fbnae* 

This ftock is committed to every perfoa under a'truflv 
or charge, to eti^loy the fame in Ways, and to ends, and 
in proportion fuitaUe to the talents thus committed tci 
them, and to the meafure and qi^ality- of them. 

The ends of this deputing 6if the children of men to 
this kind of imployment of their talents are divers. . i* 
That they may be kept in continual adllon and motioi^ 
6iitable to the condition of rcafonable creatures, as- al- 
moft every thing elfe in the world is continued in motion 
Suitable to its own nature, which is the fubjedl.oTthe wtfc- 
man's difcourfe, Ecclef. i. 8. *• All things are full o£ 
** labour." 2v That in that regular motion they may; 
lattain ends of advantage to themfelves ; for all things are 
{b ordered by the moft wife God, that every being hath 
its own proportionable perfedion and happineis, infepa- 
I'ably annexed to that way and work which his providence, 
hnth deftined*it unto. g. That in that due and regular 
imploymeist, each man might be in ibme meafure feFvice* 
able and advantagious to another, 4, That altho' the 
great Lord of this family can receive no advantage by the 
fervice of his creature, becaufe he is perfe<ft and all-fuffi- 
cient in himfeif ; yet he receives g^bry and praife by it» 
and a complacency in the beholding a> confoi*mity in the 
creature to his own moft perfect will. 

To the due execution of this truft committed to the 
children of men, and for their incouragement in it, he 
hath annexed a reward by his promife, and the free ap- 
pointment of his own good pleafure : this reward there- 
fore is not meritorioufly due to the employment of the ta- 
lent; for as the t^l^nt is the Lord's, fo is the ftrength and 
ability whereby it is employed ; but by, his own good plea- 
fure and free promife, the reward is knit to the work. In 
^fiis cafe therefore the reward is not demandable, fo much 
upon the account of the divine juftice, as upon the account 
of the divine truth and fidelity. On the other fide, t-a 
the male adminiftration of this truft, there is annexed a 
retribution of punifhment; and this moft naturally and 
meritorioufly ; for the law of common juftice and reafon, 
doth moft juftly fubjedl the creature, that depends in his 
being upon -his Creator, to the law and will of the Crea- 
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tor; and therefore, having received a talent fix»n his 
Lord, and, togetherwith his being, an ability to cmplojr 
it according to the wiH of his I^ord, a non-employment, 
or mifempioyment tl^ereof doth moft juftly oblige him to 
guilt and puntlhment, as the natural and juft confequent 
of his' demerit. . 

Of the perfons that do receive thefe taJoits, fbme 60 
employ them well, though in various ddgrees, fome to- 
ttiore advantage, fonoe to leis ; and although the beft huP> 
bands come Ihort of what they (hould do, and at bed are 
in this refpeA unprofitable fervants ; yet if there be a faith- 
ful, conrcienti9us, and fincere endeavour to employ that 
talent to their Mailer's honour, they are accounted good 
fie wards, and the merits of Chrill fupply by faith that- 
wherein they come (hort. 

On the other fide, fomc perfbns are unfaithful ftew- 
ards of their tialents, and thefe are of thred kinds, i. 
Such as wholly mifemploy their talents, turning them to 
the difhonour and differvice of their Lord, which they 
fhould have employed to his fervice ; and thefe have a 
double account to make, viz. of their talent, and of their 
milemployment. 2. Such as do not at all employ their' 
talent, but as they diO no hacm, fo they do no good with 
it : thefe are negligent fervants, and have not only the 
iingle, but full account of their talents to make. 3. Such 
as do make fome tife of their talents, but do not produce 
an increafe proportionable to their ftock ; and fo though 
they are not debtors. fi5r their whole talents, yet arc in, 
arreaf and grown behind-hand; and fo upon the Toot of 
their accompt are found debtors to. the Lord, which, 
without faith iti Chrift, and h« merits coming in to make , 
up the fum, will be enpugji to caft them in prifon, and 
there keep them to eternity. 

Ana according to thefe varieties of degrees, of good or 
bad ad minift ration, afe the degrees of reward or punifh- . 
mcnt.- He that hath adminiftred his truft well, fo that 
there is a great accefs of his improvement, hath the great- . 
er accefs of glory ; and he that hath lefs furpluflage upon 
his accompt, fhall have the lefs degree of glory : and on . 
the other fide j he that hath many talents, and made no . 
improveTnent, his debt and punifhment Ihall be the great- 
er : he that hath fewer talents, his aDn-iroprovcmcnt 
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fenres him a debtof in- a* lefs fum, and confeqiiently fub* 
Je6t to a Icfs puniflimeat. 

The -great day of account will be the great dayN^f judg- 
. ment, when the Lord of the families of the whole earth 
will call every man to dn account of bis (lewardfhip here 
on earth. Wherein w;e may, with reverence, and for 
the bettef fattening it upon our affedtions. ibppofe the 
Lord thus to be fpcaking to all, and every particular per* 
Ion in the world.. 

T » r C H A K cj F. 

* Come, ye children of men, as I have formerly made, 

• you ftewards of my bleflings upon earth, and committed 

* to every one of you that come to the ufe of your under - 

♦ (landing, feveral talents to employ and improve to the 
« honom- and fervice of me your Lord and Matter; fb now 

* I come to call you ta render a» account pf your ftew- 

* ardihip^ and becaufe you IhaH fee the particular charge 

* of your feveral receipts, whereunto you may give your 
. • anfwers, behold here is a fchcdule of the particulars 

♦ with which I will charge you, GiveiiQ your particular 

• anfwer how you have employed and improved them, 

• said fee you do it tFuly ; for know, I have a eontrouf 

♦ and check upon you ; a controul within you, your own 

* confciences, and a controul without you, my boofc'Of re- 
' menabrance, wherein ali your receipts, ditt>urfement& 

• and imployments are regiftred. ' . 

I . * I have given to you all' your fcnfes, and principal- 

• ly tbofc two great fenfes of difcipline, your fight and 

* your hearing. 

' Itent^ * I have given unto you all, undlerftanding and 

• reafbn, to be a guide of your adlions, and to ibmc of you 

♦ more eminent degrees thereof. 

/u;»y * I have given you all memory, » treafury of 

* things paft, heard, and obferved. 

Item, * 1 have given you a cotifcience to diredk you, 

* and to check you m your mifcsoriages, and to encpu- 

* rage you in well-doing; and Ihave fumittied that con- 
^ fcience of yours with light and principles of truth and 

♦ pra(5tice, confiM-mable to my will. 

Item, • I have laid openio yourview the works of my 

•power and providence^ the heavens and the* earth, die 

; * JLk z *con- 
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^ coniplcuous adminillraliCMii of my wifdom and peviser ^ 

* them. 

Item, * I have deUvered over to your view, n^ more 

* ipeciah providences over tbe children of men, the di/pen- 

* fation of rewards and puniihments, according to eminent 

* deierts or demerits. 

//«», * I have given you the advantage of fpeed^,. 

* whereby to communicate your minds to one another, 
' and to inilrudb and advantage one another by the hei^ 

* thereof. 

Isem, * I have gi^«a you time #f lik in this world, to 

* ibme longer, to fome fliorter, to all a time of life, -a iea- 
' fon wherein you might^e^erciie thoie other talents 1 hav« 

* intruded you with^. 

Itemy ^ I have delivered over unto you the rule zmi 

* donMuion over my creatures, ark)wing you the uie o£ 

* them for your food, raiment, and other conveniencicK 

Item, ^ Bcfides thefe common talents, I have intruded 

* you vidthal, J iave delivered over to you, and to you^ 

* Jkc, divers fpecial and eminent talents above others, viz^ 

* of tlie mind, or fuch as concern you as intclk<5lu2i 

* creatures* 

I. ^ Great learning and knowkge in the works of na?- 
« ture, arts and fciences, great prudence and wlfdom i& 

* the cosidu<5t of affairs, elocution, excellent education. 

.2. * Of the body, a firm and healthy con&ttutioQi^ 

* ftrength, beauty, and comelinefs. 

' 3. * Of externals. Great affluence of wealth and rich* 

* es, eminence of place, and power, and honour, great 

* reputation and efteem in the world ; great fuccefe in-en<* 

* terprizes and undertaki^igs, publick and private : rela- 

* tions cjeconomicaJ. 

4. <'0f things of mixt nature. Chriflian liberal cdu«» 

* cation, counfel and advice of faithful and judicious 

* friends ; good laws in the place and country where you 

* live, the written word of God acquainting you with my 

* will, aiid the way to eternal life ; the word preached hf 
« able and powerful minlfters thereof; the :&cranients,. 

* both for your initiation and confirmation ; ijpecial ai^d 
« powerful motions and impulfes of my Spirit upon your 

* consciences, difliiading from Hn, and encouraging in and 
< to hqlinef^: fpecial provideace&abllraiSifig and 4iyertlng 

*yo» 
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• youc^from the comtniflion of things contfary^fo my will,* 

♦ dilKonourable to my nami?, .and hurtful to yourfelves; 
•" chaftifements and correlations eminently and plainly in- 

• jflt<^ed for IJn committed by yourfclve» and others, S^^ 
•• that the guilt was legible in the pmnifliment ; eminent 

♦ bledings upon the ways of hollnefs" and virtue, even' to'- 

• the view of the world : eminent reftitutions ^id delrre- 
** ranees up>on repentance and amendment of life ; tnofl 
•clear and fentible experiences of my love, favour,, andi 

• lifteniag to your prayers, to encourage yoa to a depen^ 

* dance upon me; finguldr opportunities "put tnto your 
' 'hands, of in(lru6itng the ignorant, delivering the op- 

* preded', promoting my honour. 

' Thefe are fome of the many talents which I h;ive: » 
♦committed to^ you, though in differing degrees : give: 
^ up our accounts, ye ^ildren of men^ how you have 
•• employed them,* 

The AccauiTT of the Good Stiewa rd. 

LORD, before r enter into account with* thy majc- 
fty, rmnd confefs^ that if thoii fhouldft enter intoM 
judgment with ine, and demand that account, ' which iir 
juftice then mayeft require of me, 1- (hould be found thy 
debtor : 1 confefs I have not improved my talents according, 
to that meafureof ability that thou hail lent me : i^ there- 
fore moft humbly offer unto thee the redundant merit of 
thy own Son to fupply my defe^Sj. and to make' good 
what is wanting Mn my accompt; yet accordfng to thy 
command, I do humbly render my dffcharge of the truft- 
thou haft committed- to nie, as follpweth^:. 

r. ni G E » E R A L*. 

As to all the bledings and talents wherewith thon YaSL 
entrufted me:;- 

i haye looked up%to thee with a thankful heart, as the 
only Author and: Giver of them. 

I have looked upon- myfelf a» unworthy of them. • 

I have looked'upon them as committed to my truft and 
ftewardihip, to manage, them for the ends that they were 
^veii> the honour of my Lordand. Mailer.: 

' K k i ihave. 
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I have therefore been watchful aad ibber m the nfe 
exercife of thera, left 1 itould he unfaithful i» them. 

If I have ^ any tinae^ thro' if eakaefs, or iaaii^rtence,. 
or temptation, mifetnploycd any of them, J have, becxk 
redlefs^ till I have^ in fome meafure redified my mi&;ar'- 
riage by repe^t^Ace and aicnendoxent. 

fl. In PAHTf CVi^AR. 

Concerning my &nfes, and the xtfe of them. 

I have made a covenant with nune eye$» that thcj 
0xould not rove after vanity, or forbidden ot^e^^; 1 
have employed them in beholding thy works of wonder 
and wifdom. 

I have bailed them In reading thofe books and writ- 
ingSj that may inflrud me in the great 4^>i»cera{aeats of 
eternal life. 

I have ftopt my ears againft fmful and u&jM'o&able dift- 
courfe, and againft flandering, and lying, and Hattenng^ 
tongues. 

1 have ecereked them in h'llemitg li> tbofib t&ings that • 
might increafe my faith, knowlegc and piety. 
• I have kept them open to the cry of the poor and op^ 
preiTed, to relieve them ; the reft of the Unploymeat of 
thefe and my other ienies, have been, for i»y neeeflary i^re-*. 
fervation, and the honeft ejMercife oS sux hoseA caUijig bxA 
con;rerfation. 

3. As to thefUASOiv and Undcrstakding thou had 
given me, 

I have been careful to govern my (enies aad (otfuskl 
appetite by my reafon, and to govern my reafoa by thy 
word, 

I have endeavoured to ufe and employ k, but have not 
leaned or depended npoa it ; I make it my aififtant, but 
not my idoL 

I have been careful to wind up my reaibn afid undee- 
ftanding to the higheft key in the fearching out of tfiiths» 
hut efpecially thofe that are of the greateft coQcernmeiK 
in matters of faith, i have made my imderftanding to be 
laborioua and induftrious, but (till kept uiKier yoce and 
rule of thy word, left it.lboald grow extravagant and pt- 
tulant. - - 

I have 



^ baan looked upon tny underfts^ding and^reafcm, aft> 
at raj of divine light ; aiid therefore 1 have ufed it for 
thee, aiid have counted it a moil high facrilege, ingratt- 
tude, and rebellion, to iinploy it againil thee, thy ho- 
nocir or icrvice. 

I have endeavoured principally tofumifh it -with that 
laowiege, which will be of ufe in the oth«r- world : diis 
luth been my buTinels ; other fludies or acquefk of other 
knowlege, have beenisither for the necefEiry ufe of thifr 
life, or' iiarmle& divertifements, or Fecrea-ti<ms. In the 
e&erctfe of my teafon:; as on the one fide, I have avoid- 
ed idlencfs, fupineoefs, or negle^ ; fo on the other fide,. 
I have not tmployed it in vain, carious, unprofitable, for* 
^dden inquiries ; i have ftudkd to >u{e it with fobriety^ 
moderation, humility and thankfulneis; aod as I have 
been careful 10 empic^ it, fol have been as careful not 
to mi&mploy it. I looked upon it as thy talent, and there- 
^re give unto th^e the glory, the ufe and i^vice of it, 

4. As to the Memory thou haft lent me. 

On the contemplation of that (b*ange and wonderfot 
faculty, that diilin<EUy, and notwithHanding the inter- 
%ention of thoufands of obge^, retains their images and 
reprefentations, with all their circumftances andcoaie* 
^uents, 1 have admired the w^iderful wifdcxn, power^ 
iad perfc^ion of the Lord. 

I have endeavoured principally to treafure up in it 
thoTe things that may be moft of ufe for the life to corner 
end tooOt ccHiducible to the attaining of it : thy mercies^ 
commands, directions, promiies; my own vows, refolu- 
tions, experiences, failii)^ ; to keep, me conftant m mf 
duty, depen^ia^it upon thy goodue&^ humble and pe- 
Hiwiii;. 

8ome things I have ftudted to forget; injuries, vacn 
jMui hurtfi}! dif^ur^s, and fuch things as either would 
make me the worfe by remembring them, or take up too 
iDauch room in my memory^ which might be eix^loyed 
ftnd ftored with better furniture. 

The reft of the inc4>loyment of my memory hath been 
to af&ft me in the ordioiary wid nece&ry converfation 
with Others, the ways of^ my calling, the performing of 
mj-^fvomGfi and ux^eit^kingv the jpreferyation of eood 

and 
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aaid lawful learning, tbat thereby I might dio' fciirfce ta» 
thy name, fervc my generation, and improve myfelf io^ 
knowlege, wifdom, and undcrftanding^ 

5. As touching my Co>nsci£<n-c&9 and the light thou» 
haft given me in it. 

1 . It hath hcea rtciy care to improve that natural light,, 
and to furnllKit with the l?cft principles I could. Before^ 
I had the knowlege of thy word, I got as much furniture 
as I could from the writings of the beft moralifts, aiid 
the examples of the beft men; after I had the light of 
thy" word, I fumifhed ik with tho(e pure and tmerring- 
principles that I found in it. 

2. I have been very diligent to keep my confcienceclcanj^ 
to encourage k in the vicegcrency that thou haft ^vcn? 
k over my foul and a(ftmgs, 1 have kept it in the throne^, 
and greateft reverence and authority in my heart, 

g^ In adVions t<j be done or omitted : I have always 
advifed- with it, and taken its advice; I have neither' 
ftifled, nor forced, nor bribed it; but gave it si fre^ li- 
berty to advift and fpeak out, and a free fubjeifUon of iny 
will, purpofes, and anions to it. \ \\ 

4. if, thro' inadvertency of mindj or importunity of 
temptations, or precipitancy of occafion^ or neceffity of 
the times, t have at any time done amife, I have not 
t;akcn her up fhort, or ftopped her mouth, or* my own 
attention to her chiding and reproof ; but 1 have, with 
much fubmiffion of mind, borne her chaftifement, and 
improved it to an humbling of myfelf before thee for my 
failings: for I looked upon her as a<£khig by thy authori* , 
ty, for thy fervic« and to- thy glory ; and 1 durft not dii? 
courage, difcountcnance, or difobey her, 

5. \yhen Ihe was pleafed, and gave me goad word*, I 
'was glad ; for I efteemed her ae a gkr» that reprefented 
to my foul the favour or difpleafure of God hitxifelf, and' 
how he ftood affedted towards me. : 

6. I have more trerabted under the fear of a- feared or 
difcouraged confcience, than uhder thfe fear of a fharp cflr 
fcrupulous confcience, becaufe I always counted the lat- 
ter, tho' more troublefome, yet more faffe. 

7 . I have been very jealous cither 6f wounding" or 
grieving, or dilbouraging, or deading my con^oiic^. I 

have 
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JiaTe therdFove chofen gather to ibrbeor tb«r ^K^dl -kern* 
ed but indifFereht, left there iboukd be foau^wbat in it 
tbat xnigbt ^be oab»?ful ; aad i^viNild Tather gratify mj 
cooicience, witli being too rcrupaiauS} than ■diipleafb> 
difquiet <or flat it hj being too ^vcnturons : i hove ft9i 
.chcien cather to lerbear m hat ni^bt be ^probably ktwfiij, 
than to do^ that .which might be poUib^y 4inlawful ; becaufe 
could I notterr in the iqrmer, I taight in the latter. If 
things were diipu table -whether they might be dene, 1 ra- 
ther chofe toforbear, becaufe the lawtukieik of my for- 
heafaace was unqueflimiable. 

5. As J have been -careful to advt& impaTtially with raj 
■confcientre, before my adlions, ib left either t^ro' inad- 
vertence, precipitancy, incogitancy, or iudden emergen- 
cies, I had committed any thing .anufs, either in the na- 
ture or manner of the adion, i commonly, every niefht^ 
brought my a<flions, of the day paft, before the judica- 
tory of my coi^cience, and left her to a free and impar- ^ 
^tial cenfure of them ; aaid what (he fentenccd wdl done, 
J with humility returned the prai& thereof to thy namej 
what fhe fentenced doi^ anuis, I did humbly fue unto- 
thee for pardon, and for grace to prevent me tVom the 
like mifcarriages. By this means I kept my confcience 
a^ve, renewed, and preferved my peace with tbee, and 
learned vigilance and caution for. the time to come. 

6. As touching thy great Works of Creation and 

P«OVir>iENCiE. 

I. I haveaot looked upon thy works mconfiderat<l)r 
and commonly, and pafled them over as •common and! 
ordinary things, a« men vfioaily do upon things of com- 
mon and ordinary occurrence ; but I have fearched intd 
them as things of ^eat eminence and wonder, and have 
eileemed it a gi^eat part ef our duty, that the wife GoJ 
of nature xe^tresof the chtldren of men, who therefore 
czpoied theie his great works to our view, and gave us 
eyes to behold, and ireafi^ in i<xat meafure to obferve 
and underftand them ; and therefore I dbiave ftri^y ob*- 
lervod the frame of the world, the motion, order, and 
divine tipcoaomy of them ; I have fearched into their qna*^ 
lities, cauies, and operations, and haxne difcovered as 
gr^stf^ if AQt^rneatefj inatt«rx>f adcoii^^tioa th«pei&> 4haik 



y 



394 . The Account of 

HI the external beauty and profped^, that at the firfl vievr 
they prelented to my fenfe, 

2; AikI this difquifition and obfervatioa did not refi 
only in the bare perufaJ of the Works themfelves, or their 
immediate natural caufes, upon which they depended: 
but 1 traced their being, dependance and government 
unto ihee, the firil caufe, and by this prol^ution and trac- 
ing of things to their original, 1 was led lip to a moft de- 
monftrative convidion, that there b a God that is the 
firil caufe of their being, and motion : and in the con- 
templation of the admirable vadnefs of the works mine 
eyes behold, their fmgular beauty and order, the admi- 
rable ufefulnefs, convenience, and adaptation of one 
thmg to another; the cpnftancy, regularity, and order 
of the motion of the heavens and hejAvenly bodies ; the 
mutual fubfervicncy of one thiisg t6 another, the order 
and ufeful pofition of the elements, the fertility of the 
earth, the variety, beauty, and ufefulnefs of the crea- 
tures, their admirable inftinds, the wonderful fabrick oF 
the body of man, the admirablenefs and ufefulnefs of^his 
faculties animal, and the lingular adaptation of the or- 
gans to thofe faculties, the ftrong powers of the reafon- 
able foul. In the contemplation of thefe, and fuch as 
tbefe varieties, I did to the everlafting filencing of the 
atheifm, that my own corruptions were apt to nourifh, 
conclude, that there is but one God,, that he is tfioft pow- 
erful, moft wtft, knowing in aH things, governing alt 
things, fupporting all things;. Upon thefe convi^ions^ 
I was ftVengthned in the belief of thy holy word, which 
had fo great a congruity with thefe truths, that the ftrid 
and due contemplation of thy creatures did fo demonllra- 
tively evince. 

3. And upon thefe convidlions, "I did leam the more ta 
honour, reverence, and admire thee, and to worfliip, 
ferve and obey thee, to depend and reft upon* thee, to 
walk humbly and finccrely, and awfully before thee, as 
being prcfent with me, and beholding me ; to love and 
adore thee as the Fountain of all being and good . When 
I looked upon the glory and ufefulnels of the fun, I ad- 
mired the God that made it, chalked out its motions for 
it, placed it' in that due diftahce from the earth, for its 
tt& and couventency. When 1 looked upon the ftars,, 

thdc; 
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thofe huge and wonderful balls of light, placed in that 
tmmenfe diftance from the inferior bodies, and one from 
another, their muldtude and motion, I admired the wif- 
dom and power of that God, whofe hand Ipans the hea- 
vens, and hath fixed every thing in its place. Nay, when 
I looked upon the poor little herbs that arife out of the 
earth, the loweft of vegetables, and confidered the fecret 
fpark of life that is in i^ that attradls, inCreafeth, grow- 
cth, feminateth, prefcrves itfelf, and its kinds; thevairi- . 
ous virtues that are in them for the food, medicine, and 
delight of more pcrfeft creatures, ray mind was carried 
up to the admiratton and adoration, and praife of that 
Cod, whofe wifdpm, power, and influence, and govern- 
ment is feen in thefe little fmall foot-fteps of his goodnefs ; . 
lb that take all the wiicft, ableft, tnoft powerful and know- 
ing men under heaven, they cannot equal ihat power and' 
•wifdora of thine, that is feen in a blade of grafs ; not fo 
much as trace out, or clearly or diftindly decypher the 
•great varieties in the produftion, growth, and proccfi 
of its fliort, yet wonderful continuance; infomuch that 
there is fcarce any things that we coi^vcrfe withal , but 
yield me infcriptions of the power and wifdom of their • 
Maker written upon them* 

4. In the contemplation of thy g^at works of the hea- 
;!vens, thpfe goodly, beautiful, and numerous, bodies ib 

full of glory and light, I ever refle<5ted upon myfelf with 
David *s meditation, " Lord, what is man that, thou art 
'* mindful of him ? or the fon of man that thou regard- 
=** eft him?" It is true, man in himfelf confidered, is a 
xreature full of wonder, but con^ared with thefe good- 
ly creatures, he is but an inconfiJbrable thing. I learnt ' 
hy thy creatures to be humble, and adore thy condefcen- 
fion, that syrt pleafed from heaven, the dwelling-place 
of thy majedy and glory, to take care of fuch a worm as 
man, finful man. 

5. In the contemplation of thy power and wifdom la 
creating and governing the world, I have learned fub- ^ 
miffiou ta thy will, as being the will of the fame moft 
"wife God, that by his wifdom hadi created and governs 
all things, and therefore his will, a moft wife, pa^fedl 
"will^. I have learnt to depend upon thy providence, who, 
though 1 am but a worm, in comparUbn df thy heavenly ^ 

works. 
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works, yet I am mn. axcdlenc zuid- embeik ercattire^ xi^ 
€omivu;iibn><?£ t])» ravens and the grafa of the fields ; yet 
tlu^fe he feedsy and thefe: he doachs; ^nd (hall he no^ 
much moce cioath smd feed me ? Thus I hare in Tome 
ivieafure improved the: talents of thy w6rk«, thereinto- 
find aod trace out thy majefty» thy power, v^i'dom, and' 
Igceaxne&y and aiy own duty. 

7. Touching thy more fpecial Providences toward 
the childi^n of men. 

I, A^ by the works of nature, I have learned what- 
thouiart, and fomething of my duty thereupon to thee; 
fQ.hy thy 'providence towards the children of men> I have 
in fome meafure learned the fame, and a farther leCon, 
viz. what thy will is 5 for thou haft not left thyfelf with-*" 
out a^witnefs tl)^reof to a mere natural man, observing 
thy providence towiards the- children of men. I have ob- 
ferved fbme men of eminent juftice' and uprightnefs of 
life, purity and fandimony, temperance and fobriety, 
mercy and gentl^ieis, padence. and forbearance, bounty 
and liberality; and I have ob&rvedthem to be very hap- 
py men, and bleffedi in what was moft defired' by them; 
It may be they were rich and great ; but if they were 
not, it was. becau& riches and greatnefs was not the thing 
they mod valued; perchance itonght have been a bur- 
den to them to be-fuch ; but- 1 have always obferved them 
to be happy in what they moft defired aiMi valued ;- they 
had ferenity and quietnefs of mind : if they were not ridi, 
yet they were vifibly happy in their concentednefi ; and 
if they werenot gres^t, yet they were apparently hcmour- 
able in the efteemand value of others; nay, if they were 
under external lofies, cix>fres, reproaches, yet, in the mid ft 
thereof, it was moft apparent to all men, they enjoyed 
that whicl^ they mofl;- valued, a moft compofed, cheerful, 
patient, contented foul ; and this hath been apparently 
as vifible to all fpe^ators, as- if they had enjoyed a full 
confluence of external happinefs, and very many times, 
UQleis upon emiqent and! vifible reaibns, before the end 
of their days, they have had fignal returns of ettemal 
enjoyments^ I have obibrved men of notorious and wick- 
cdlives, traitors, murderers, opprefTors, adulterers, cQ' 
venant-bre^ksr^i. aad^guilty ofjother villanies, fecared^ 

emi- 
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^emiAent f owcr, policy, or ftcttcj ; -yet hgf wdad^rfbl pro*- 

:.TtdeQce tliat paw«r broken, that policy difappointe^* 
that fecrecy difcoverpd, and eminent judgments anfwof- 
able to their eminent demerits, have overtaken them. I . 
have feen and obierved both in myfelf and others, our 

.£ns and offences £o iuitably and proportionably aafwered 
with puniflimeats, that though they feem to be produced 
by ftrange and moll cafual conjunctures, yet fo exadUy 
conformable to the nature, quality, and degree of the 
oflFence, that they xiarried inthem the very eligies of their 
fins, and made it legible in the punilhment, Jtc tile manusy 

Jic orager'ebat. And from theie obfervations I found that- 

^thofe iins were difpleafing to. thee ; that thou Wert moft 
wife to difcover, and moll juft and pow^erful to puniih 
them • and did thereupon ccwiclude \ " Verily there is a 

•** reward for. the righteous: j verily there is a God that 

'** judgeth'in the earth," 

^ 8. Concerning my5PE E CH, 

1 have always been careful that 1 offend not with my 
tongue ; my*. words haye been, few, nnleft neceflity or thy 
riottour required more fpeech than ordinary; my words 
,^ave been true, reprefenting things as they were; ^x3 
;£nccre,- bearing cqnforiiiity to my h^art, and mind; lAy 
' words have been feafonable, fuitable to the occadon, axKl 
feafoned with grace and ufefulnefs. 

I have "eft^einod my words, though tranfient and paf^ 
;fiagaway, yet treafured up in thy remembrance; for by 
my words I ihall be jufttBed, by my words condemned; 
: «id therefore I have refledled often upon my words ; and 
>when I have found any thing through inadvertency, or 
paQIon hath paifed from me, 1 have endeavoured to re- 
\i form it, and humMed myielf before thee for it. 

I h^ve edeemed it the moft natural and excellent ufe 
' of my tongue, to ict forth thy glory, goochiefs, power, 
• wifdom, and truth ; to ihftru£l others as I had opportii- 
nity in the knowlege of thee, in their duty to thee, to 
- themfelves, and others ; to reprove vice and fin ; to en- 
. courage virtue and good living; to convince of errors; 
to maintain the truth ; to call upon thy name, and by vo- 
cal prayers tb fan<5lify my tongue, and tct fix my thoughts 
to the duty about which I was ; to perfuade to peace/ and 
Vjo u. 1% hi charity. 
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charity, andgbod works; and in thefe employaientB f 
. endea,voured to wind up my tongue to the highe^ degree 
of elocution, that I was capable of. 

I have often contemplated thy wonderful wifdom and 

•goodneis to the children of men, in giving them not only 

reafon and underftanding, but that admirable faculty of 

fpccch,' wherein one-man might communicate his mind* 

' and thoughts, and wants, and defires, and couniels, and 

affiftance to others, /the ;great engine of upholding ©f 

' mutual fociety, and without which our reafon and uu- 

• derftanding were imprifoned within ourfelvcs^ aiid con- 

fufion would enfue, as wice it did at the confufion of 

tongues, by the moll wife providence for mbft cxcelieot 

-ends. 

In fum, I have looked upoa this amongft the many p- 
ther conveniencies I. enjoy, as a trea:ftifie c«mmitted to ray 
truft for my Mailer's ufe, I have accordingly employed 
it confciopably, feemly* and humbly^ as thy gift, net 
my qwn acqueft, 

9^ Touching my time of life. 

Firft, I have duly confidered wKat it is, and for whaC 
end it is that thou gaveft it me ; that it is but a (hort time, 
and the minutes that are pafled, and the opportunities ia^ 
them, arc irrevocably and irrecoverably loft, that all the 
v/ealth in the world cannot redeem it ; that the time that 
is before me, is uncertain : when I look upon an hour- 
glafs, or the fhadow of a dial, i can guefs that here is 
half an hour, or u quarter, or more, or lefe tp come, but 
I cannot guefs what proportion of time remains in the 
hour- glafs of my life ; only 1 know it is Ihort, buf I know 
not how fhort it is, whether a year, or a w^ek, or a day, 
or an hour, and yet upon this little uncertain portion of 
time, and the du€ ufe of it, depends my cveriafHr.g hap- 
pinefs or mifery. It is my feed- time, and if I fow not 
my {ced here, it ts too late to think of that hufbandry af- 
ter death ; and if I fow, and fow not good feed, my crop 
will be accordingly in that other world that immediately 
€nfues upon the ifl'ue of this ; and 1 have a thoufand di- 
verfiohs that rob me of much of this little portion of time, 
and yield^me no account in order to my great concern -- 
inent; when I caft out from the accc^mpt of -my time tie 

UDpriB- 
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tiftprofitabfcnefs of my ehildhood and youth, the hour*, 
fpcnt in fleeping, eating, drinking, recreations, travels,, , 
and other things that carry no fin in them, their remains 
but a fmail portion of a Ihort life for concernments of 
everlafting importance; a gfeat bufinefs to be done,., 
great difficulties and impediments in the doing of it, and 
but a little portion of tirfie, of a fhoft and uncertain life' 
to do it in ; and yet this life (d mine was bjr thee given, 
not to be trifled and iquandred away,, eithtr in Un or r 
idlenefs ; not to gain riches, honour, or reputation ; for 
when licknefs comes, thefe will appear infipid and vaia 
things; and when daatij^ comesy thef will be merely ufe- 
kfs : but it was for a higher end> viz, a time to trade for 
the moft valuable jewel of eternal happinefs; a time to 
fow fuch feed as might yield a crfep of bleflednefs in the 
next world ; a time to fecure a titfe to an everlafting in- . 
heptance ^ fuch a time, as if once loft, the opportumty . 
is loft for ever; loll irrecoverably; for the night cometiv 
wfierein no man can work ; " For there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowlege, nor wifdom in the grave 'whi- 
ther thou goeft,** Ecclef. ix.' lo. 
And upon this confideration of the gi^eat end of mf- 
life, the great importance of the bufinefs that is to be doner 
in it ; the brevity, and great uncertainty of this life, and- 
the utter impoffibility arter deatb to redeem the negletSt of 
ehe proper and important bufinefs of my life, I have en- 
deavoured' to htifband this fhort, uncertain, unportant 
talent as well as- 1 can. 

1. By a careful avoiding of finful deployments, whiclv 
at 6Qce do wafle this precious . talent, and ,c0ntra(5b a-, 
&rther debt upon me, renders me tn arrears for the time . 
mif-fpent, and the guilt contraded. . 

2. By avoiding idlenefs, buming.out my candle to no/ 
purpofe. ■ ' / 

3. By. avoiding unneoBfTary confumption of time, by 
long feaftings, cxceflive deep, impertinent viflts,. feeing' 
of interludes^ unnecefTary recreations,, curious and im- 
pertinent fludies andinquiries^ that when attained^ ferve 
to no purpofe. ... 

4. By applying^ dlredlibg and ordering even my fludies- 
•f human learnmg, hift^ries^ nati^ral^or inor&l-philofo'^ 
phy,, mathemadcks, languages, law^, to an end beyond 
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tbcmfelves, viz, thereby to enable me to ucderftaod^ afid'* 
obferve thy excellent wil'dprn and power, to malntaia 
and uphold thy caufe againil atheiiin, idolatry, and er- 
rors ; to fit me for ferving of thee and my country, ia 
the ftation wherein 1 live. 

5, By excrcifing myfelf 16 the very bufinefs of my cal- 
ling, as an a6t of duty and obedience to thee, a£ling in it 
thofe virtues of Cbriftianity that might .be honourable to 
thy name, of good example to others, of improvement o£ 
grace unto mylelf ; ufing in it diligence without anxiety ;, 

* dcpendance upon thee without prefumption ; contented- 
nefs, patience, thankfulnefs, honefty, julHce, uprightneis^ 
plain-dealing, liberality ; and by this means tranfl-ating ray 
iccular employment into an exercifc of Chriftian duty, fer- 
ving thee whilft 1 ierved myfelf, and converting that veiy 
employment and the time fpent therein, to the ufe, ho^- 
nour, and advantage of my Lord and Matter, the good ex- 
ample of others, and the increaie of my ipiritual advan-* 
tage, as well as my temporal. 

6. By religioufly obferving thofe time&thac have been 
fet apart to religious duties, efpecially the Lord's tlay» 
liot mingling it v^ith fecular thoughts or imploymeitts^ 
but with much attention-, {Iri^biefs, and care, laying 
hold upon thofe times and opportunities, and carefully* 
applying them f»ngly to the proper bufinefs of the times. 

7 , By the dedicating and fetting apart fome pordon of 
my time to prayer and reading of thy word, which I havo^ 
conftantly and peremptorily obferved, whatever occaii-' 
ons interpofed, or importunity perfuaded the contrary. 

8. By making the magnum opart et^ the great and on«' 
thfng neceflary, the choice and princrpal bufinefs of itxf 
life, and the great defign of It ; and efteemin^ that time? 
j|)ent moft naturally, ..and profitably, andfmtsfcbly, that 
was fpent in order to it; obferving thy great works of 
wifdom and power; contemplating uptm thy goodnefs 
and excellency ; hearing and reading thy word ; catling 
upon thy name ; crucifying my corruptions ; cxercifing 
thy graces; humbling myfelf for my fins; returning 
thanks for thy m.ercics ; ftudying the myfiery of God ma- 
nifeft in the flclh; ftnving to bring myfelf conformable 
to my Pattern, and to have him formed in my heart, an«l 
his life in mine; cmcifying myicif to -the wc^Idi and th^ 
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Irorfd to me; fitting my&lf for deaths judgrnent and e*' 
Icrnity, Thefeand the like employments, I efteeraed 
the flower, the glory, the bed of my fpent time, beCaufe 
they wiU be carried Qver with advantage into the- life tO' 
eome ; and therefore this I reckoned my bufmefs, and ac- 
cordingly I made it; other matters, that only ferved for' 
fche meridian of this life, V ufed either barely for neceffity 
of my prefent fubdHence, or as a- divertifement, and 
Sparingly, in order to thofe great ends% Thofe were the-' 
buiinefsj thefeonly the/tfr^>;^tf of my life,. 

10. Touching thy creatures, and the ufe of them,,andl 
the dominion over them* 

I have efteemed them as thine in propriety : tHou ha(^ 
committed unto pae the ufe, and a fubordinate dominion o* 
ver them ; yet I ever efteemed myfelf an accomptant tp thee 
for themj and t;}ierefore I have received them with thank*- 
fulnefs unto thee, the .great Lord both of them^ ^id me : 
when the- earth yielded me a good crop of corn or other' 
&*uits ; when flocks increafed ; when my honeft laboiir^^ 
brought me in a, plentiful or convenient fupply, J Idbket^ 
' up to thee as the Giver^ to- thy providence and bleffing^ 
as the original of all my increafe ; L did not facrifice to 
my own net, or induftry, or- prudence, but I recei^^ed" 
all, as the gracious and bountiful returns of thy liberal, 
hand: I looked upon^ every grain of corn that Ifowed, 
9^, buried and Iqft ,* uiilefs thy power quickned' and reviv- 
ed it; I efteemed the beft produ<5tion would hayeheen biir 
flalk and ftraw, unlefs thou hadft increafed it; I efteem- 
ed my own hand and induftry biit impotent, unleis thoi» 
hadft blefled it; for it is thy bleffing that maketh*ricb^ 
Stnd it is- thou that giveJt power to^get^wealthy Prov. x*. 
52. Deut. viii. 18. 

2 . I efteemed it my du^. to make a return of this my ac^- 
knowlegement, by giving, the tribute, of my increafe iij 
the maintenance of thy mini fter?, and therelief of the 
poor; and I efteemed the pra(5tice enjoined to thy ancient 
people of giving the tenth of their ina'cafe, not only, a 
fiifficient warrant,^ but inftrudion to me under tiie gofpel^ 
to do the like. . 

.3. I have not only looked iipon thy bleflUig and boun*- 
tjp, ia lending me thy own creatures for my u^ ; but t 
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bave foUgtrt unto thee for a biefiing upon them m i&f ti4 
of them. I did Very well obferre, that there is by my (hi 
a ciTrfe ia the very creatures that I receive, osiefs thy 
blefiing fetch it^out; an emptinefs in them, unlefs thy 
goodnefs fill them ; though thou (houidft give me quaiibi 
and manna from heaven ; yet without thy bleffing upon 
them> they would become rottennefs, and putrefa^on td 
me ; and therefore I ever begged thy ble^g upon thy 
bleffings, as -well as the bkffings tbeifirfetves» and uttribut* 
ed the good I found» or was to expedt in them, to the 
fame band that gave them; 

4/1 received and uled thy creatures as committed to 
me under a truft, and as a Aeward and aecomptant for 
them ; and therefore I was always carefuh to uic them ac- 
cording to thjofe limits, and in order for thoie ends, fof 
iK'hich thou didft commit them to me : i . AVkh temper- 
ance and moderation ; 1 did not ufe thy creatures tolux* 
- tiry and exce/s, to make provifion for my lufts, with vain- 
glory or oftentatton, but for the convenient fuppqrt of 
the exigencies of my nature and condition ; and if at any 
* time thy goodnefs did indulge me ah uie of them for de- 
light, as well as necefliiy, I did k but rarely and watch* 
fully. I looked not upon the wine, when it gave its co- 
lour in the cup, nof gave myfelf over, either to excefs of 
euriofity ip meats or drinks ; I checked myfelf therein, as 
being in thy prcfence, and ftill rcmcmbred I liad thy crea- 
tures under an accompt ; and was ever careful to avoiJ 
excefs or intemperance, becaufe every exceffive cup or 
meal was jh danger to leave vcvt fomewhat \nfu/^r and ar- 
tear to my Lord. ■ 2. With mercy and compaffion to the 
creatures themfelves, which thou haft put under my pow- 
er and difpofah when 1 conficlcred the adnwrable powert 
of life and fenfe, which i faw in the birds and beafts, ani 
that all the men in the world could not give the like be- 
ing to any thing, nor reftore that life aad fenfe wiitch ti 
once taken fi*om them ; when I confxdered how innocent-. 
ly and harmlcfsly the fowls and the filh, and the fliecp, 
and the oxen take their food, that thou the Lord of all 
Jhaft given them, 1 have been apt to think that furely thou 
did ft intend a more innocent kind of food to man, than 
fuch as muft be taken with fuch detriment to thofe living 
parts ol" thy creation \ and ahhough thy woaderful good- 



tftfs hatli fo mnch indulged to mankind^ fts to give up th^ 
lives of theie creatures for tke food of man hj ih j exprefs 
eommi^oa, ^et I flill^o^ aod ever did thjnk that thert 
was a jufticc due from man, even to tbefe fenfible crca^ 
tures; "that he ihoukl take them ffiiiringly, for neceffity, 
iand not for delight ; or if for delignt, yet not for luxury, 
I have been apt to think, that if there were any mor^ li- 
beral ufe of creatures for delight or variety, it fhould be 
of fruits, or fuch other delicacies, as might be had with-, 
out the lofs of life ; but however it be, liis very conAJe- 
ration hath raade me very fparing and careful, not vainlf 
or fopcrfluoufly, or unneceflarily, or prodigally to tak< 
away the life of the creatures, for-feafting^ and excefe; 
And the very fame tronfideration hath always gone alon^ 
vith me, in i'eference to the labours of his creatures. I 
have ever thought that there was a certain degree of juf- 
tice due from man- to the creatures, as from man to mani 
and that an ciceffive, Unnnxleratc, unfeafonable ufe of 
the creatures labour, is an injufticefor which he muft ac- 
count ; to deny domeftick creatures their convenient food ^ 
to exped that labour from them^ that they arc not able 
to perfonn; to ufe extremity or cruelty towards themj 
h a breach of that truft under which the dominion of the 
creatupes was comsnitted to u^, and a breach of that jaf<i 
lice that is due from men to them : and therefore I have 
always cfteemed it as part erf* my duty, and it hath beea 
always my pradlrce to be merciful to beaAs, Prbv xri. lo* 
And upon the fame account I have ever edecmed it a 
breach of trufl, and have accordingly declined any cruel J 
ty to any of thy creatures, and as much as I might, pre* • 
Vented it in others, as a tyranny, inconfiftent with th^ 
tnrfk and fiewardfhip.that -thou haft committed to me, I 
have abhorred thofe fjjorts that confift in the torturing ol 
the creatures ; and If either noxious creatures mtid be de- 
ftfoyed^ or creatures for food muft be taken, it hath been 
my patience to do it in that manner, that may be with 
the. lead torture or cruelty to the creatine; ind I have 
fttll thought it an unl.iwfal thing to deftroy thoic crea- 
tures for recreation fake, that cither were not hurtful 
when they lived, or are not profitable when they are kil- 
led ; ever remembring, that thou haft given us a don)i- 
jaion over thy creatures.) yet it bunder a law of juftice/ 
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prudence, and moderation, otherwife fwrfliouldt>econle'rfir* 
rants not lords, over thy creatures : and therefore things^ 
of this nature^ that others have pra^ifed as recreationsf- 
I have avoided as fins. 

jis to thofb Habits of Mind and knowleg^tliat I have^ 

had on acquked ; and na-mely, 
II. My Learning of natural caufes and eSe&&, add' 

of Arts and Sctknces.. 

1. I have not efteemed them tlie chiefeft or bed tumi-- 
ture of my mind, but have acootmtedthem burdrois in com* , 
parifbn of the knowlege of thee and t|iy Chrid, and him^ 
crucified, in the acquiring of them> I have always ob- 
ferved this care: i. That I might not too^ prodigally bc^ 
ftow my time upon them, to the prejudice of that time 
and pains for the acquiring of more excellent knowlege* 
and. the greater concernments of my everlading happine&i 

2. I carried walong with me in all my fludie&of this na- 
ture, this great defign of improving them, arid the know- j 
lege acquired by them, to the honour of thy name, and i 
the greater difcovery of thy wildom, powe^ and truthji -Jl 
and fo tranOated my iecular learning into an 'improve* 
ment^of divine knowiege; and hadlnothad^ andprac- 
tiled that defign in my acquefts of human^ learning, I had 
concluded my time mi^fpent; becaufe I ever thought it 
unworthy of a man that had an everlafting foul^^to fur- 1 
niih it only with fuch learning, as either would die with 

his body, and fo become unufeful for his everlafting (late^ 
or that in the next moment after death, woetld be attained 
without labour of toil in this life; yet this advantage I • | 
SDade and found in my application to iecular (ludies. . 

I . It inlarged and habituated my mmd for more ufe-^ 
fill inquiries. , 1 

a. It carried me up» in a great meafure, to the found ! 
and grounded knowiege of thee, the firil caufe of all 
tilings. 

3. It kept me from idlencfs and'ruft. 

4. It kept my thoughts, and life oftentimes, from 
temptations to worfeimployments. 

My learning and knowiege did not heighten my opini-^ 
on of myfelf, parts^ or abilities j but the more I knew, 
the more humble 1 wa^. 
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Y. I fcund It was. thy. ftreagth and Sleffing that ena- 
bled me to. it ; tKat gave me underftanding and enlarged 
it, I did look upon it ^ a talent lent me> not truly ac- 
quired by me. 

2. Tjie more I knew, the more I knew my own ignow 
ranee. 1 found myfelf convinced, that there was an ig- 
norance in what I thought I knew ; my knowlege was but 
iinperfedl and defective; and T found an infinite latitude 
of things which I knew not ; the farther- 1 waded into 
knowlege, the deeper dill 1 found it, and it was with nie, 
juft a$ it is with a child, that thinks, that if he could but 
come to fuch a field, he fhould be able to touch the 
hieini/phere of the heavens ; but when be comes thither^ 
he finds it as far off as it was before. Thus w&ile my 
mind purfued knowlege, 1 found the pbjedl ftill as far be* 
fore me as it was, if not much farther, and could no 
more attain the full and exadl knowlege of any one fub« 
jedV, than the hinder wheel of a chariot can overtake the 
former: though I knew much of what others were igno- 
rant, yet ftill I found there was much more, whereof I 
was ignorant, than what I knew, even in the compafs of 
a moft confined and inconfiderablc fubjedl. And as mf 
very knowlege taught me humilityin the fenfe of my owtf 
ignorance, fo it taught me that my underftanding was of 
finite ^nd limited power, that takes in things by little 
and little, and gradiwlly. 2. That thy wifdom is un* 
ftarchable and paft finding out, 3. That thy works 
which are but finite in thcmfelves, and neceffiiwry ihort 
of that infinite wifdom by which they are contrived, ^ire 
yet fo wonderful, that, as the wife man faith, •* Naman 
•* can find out the work that thou makeft from the bc^ 
^ ginning to the end','*- EceltC iii. 11. If a man woul<t 
fpend his wholfe life in the ftudy of a poor fly, there woufJ 
be fuch a confluence of fo many wonderful and d^fllicult 
exhibits in it, that it would (lil) leave miKh more, undli* 
CQvercd than the moft fingufar wit ever yet attSHned. 

^. It Caught me alfa with the wife mas, to lyrite vaf^ 
ty and vexation upon all my Secular knowlege and lisara- 
ing, Ecelef. i. 14^ That Httle that I knovr, was not at- 
tained without much labourr nor yet free from much un- 
certainty; and tlie great refiduum which I knew not) 
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Fendred tlut I knew poor and incoHfideral^e ; and there"- 
fore, . . 

4.1 did mod evidentJy conclude, that the happinefs and 
perfe<ftion of my intelledual power, was not to be found in* 
this kind of knowkge ; m a ktiowlege thus fenfibly ming- 
led with ignorance m the things it feems to know ; ming*" 
led with a diffatisfaiftion in refped of things I- know not ;• 
mingled with a difficulty in attaining, and redle&efs 
when attained : the more I knew, the more h knew that 
I knew not ; and the more I knew, the more impatient 
my mind was to know what it knew not; my knowlege 
did rather inlarge my defire of knowing than fatisfy it jr 
and the mod inteniperate fenfual appetite under heaven,- 
was more capable of ratisfa(3ion by what it enjoyed, l;haa 
my mtelledbual appetite or defire was, or could be fatisfied- 
with the things 1 knew'; but the enlarging of my under- 
danding with knov^ lege,, did but enlarge and amplify the 
defire and appetite I had to know ; fo that what Job's re- 
turn was upon his inquifition after wkdom, Job xxviit. * 
1-4. ** The depth faith, it is not in me ; and the fea.- 
*♦ faith, it IS not inme;" thefame account all my fevc- 
ral boxes or kinHs of knowlege gave me, when I enquired- 
for fatisfadion in them : my abftra^ and choice fpeculari- 
ons in the metaypficks were of that abftradl: and compre- 
henfive nature, that when^I hadperufcd great volumes of 
it, and intended my mind clofe to it, jet it was fo mercurial, 
that I could hardly hold it ; and yet ib extcnfive and end- 
lefs, that the more I read or thought of k, the more \ 
Blight. Natural philofophy (though it were more trac- 
table, becaufe' holding a greater vicii\ity to fenfe and ex- 
periment, yet) I found full of imcertainty, much of it- 
grounded upon imaginary Aippofitions/ impodible to be 
experimented, the Liter ^philofophers cenfuring the for- 
mer, and departing from, them, and the lated defpiilng 
and rejeding both ; the fubjedl as yaft as the vifible or 
tangible univerre,«andyet every individual fo complicatedi 
that if all the reft were omitted* any one had more lines 
concentered in it,', than were pbflible for any one age to fift 
to the bottom ; yet any one loft, or not exaftly icaimed, 
leaves all the reft uncertain and conjeftural : the very dif- 
quifition concerning any one part of the bpain, the eye, 
the nerves, .the blood, hath perplei^ the moft exad 
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dTcrtttators, Thofe more dry, but more demonftratle 

^concluiioiis in the mathemadcks, are yet endlefs and per- 

•plexed : the proportion of lines to lines, of fuperficies to 

fdperficies, bodies to bodies, numbers to numbers ; nay, 

to leave the whole latitude of the, fulyecft, fee what Jong 

arid intricate, and unfatisfa<5tbry pams men h^ve taken 

about fome one 'particular fubj eft, the quadrature of the 

' circle,, cohical, oval," and fpiral lines ; and yet if it could 

be attained in the perfeftion of it, ftill thefe three unhap- 

pineffes, attend it. 

1. That it is but of little ufe ; it, is only known that 
it may be known > that which is of ordinary ufe either in 
architeft^ire, meafuring of bodies, and fuperficies, mecha- 
nicks, bufinefs of accounts, and the like, is foon attain- 
ed, and by ordinary capacities ;v the reft are but curious 
impertinencies, in reiped of ufe and application. 

2. That they ijjrve only for the meridian of this life, 
and oif corporal converfe; a Separated foul, or a fpiritu- 
aliz'd body, will not be concerned in the u& and employ- 
ment of them. ; 

3. But admit they ihould, yet doubtleis.a greater 
-meafure of fuchknowlege will be attained in one hour af- 

. ter our diffolution, than the toilfome ei^pence of an age in 
this life would produce. And the ^like jnay be faid for 
aftronOmical difquifitions. What -a deal of doe there is 
touching the motion or coniiftency of the fun pr earth ; 
the quality and habitablenefs of the moon ; the matter, 
quantity, and diftance of the ftars-; the fcveral pofitions, 
continuity, contiguity, and motion of the heaveiis ; the 
various influences of the heavenly bodies in their oppod- 

' tions, conjundlions, ^afpedU ? Whea once the inamortal 

. foul hath flowji thro', the ftories of ithe heavens, in one 
moment all thefe will be known diftinftly, clearly, ajud 
evidently, which here are nothing but conjeftares and 

•. opinions, gained by long reading -or obfervation^ 

Upon all thefe coniiderations, I concluded that my ia- 
telledhial power, and the exercife of it in this life, was 
gjren me for a more fure and certain, ufeful, advantagi- 
iOus, fuitable, and becoming <jjj>jeft, even ** to know thee, 

* •* the only true Gpd, and' Jefus Chrift whom thou haft 
" fent," johnxvii, 3,' A kpowlege that is ufeful for the 
Acquiring of happiriefs here and hereafter ; a knowlege 
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iof a fubjc£t» tho' infinitely compfchenfirc, yet but tm^:; 
<a knawlege, that tlio' it ftill move farther, yet it iktisfies 
(la what is required, and dorh not dtfquiet in attaining 

• more; a knowkge, that is of fuch ufe in the world that 
is to corae, as it ts here; a. know lege, that the more it is 
unproved in this life, the more it is improved in that 
wluch is to come; every grain of it here is enlarged tota 

'vaft proportion hereafter ; a knowlege that is acquired^ 
-'Cven with a confent, a deHre to know, becaufe thy good* 
nefs pleafeth to fill fuch a defire, to inftrud from thyfelf» 
9SbA there is none teacheth like thee. 

12. Concerning human Prudence, and underftand* 
ing in afikirs, and dexterity in the managing of 
them. 

I have been always carefql to mingle judice and'honeO^y 

ynXik my- prudence ; and have always edeemed prudence^ 

-aisled by injuRice and falfity, the arranted ana moil de- 

'Vilifli praftice in the world ; becaufe it proftitutes thy gift 

to the fervice of hell, 2md mingles a beam of thy divine 

*«xccilence with an exttadKon of the devil's furnifhing'^ 

-jnakJng a man ibmuch the worfe by how much he is 

iwifer than others. I always thought that wifdom, which^ 

in a tradeftnan, :and in a politician, was mingled with dc- 

,'Ceit, falfity, and inJQftice^ . and defefved the iame name : 

only the latter is fo much the worfe, becaufe it was of 

/the more publick ismd general concernsment ; yet, becaufe 

I have often obfervcd .great eivkploy^ments, efpecially in 

^pdbiick afiPairs, 'are «ibnaetmies imder great temptations 

-of minglmg too much craft with prudence, and then to 

•mifcal it, policy: I have, as much as may be, avoided 

iuch tem-ptations : and if I have met tt^kh them, . I iiare 

rcfolvediy reje<fted them. 

I have always obferved, thac honorfty .sod plaiardeal* 
ing in tran&6[ions^ as well publick* as private, is the 
'bell and founded prudence and policy, and commonly at 
the long-run over-mattbeth craft audfubrilty. Job xiL 

* 26. for the deceived: and deceiver are thtne, and tbou art 
privy to the fubtilty of throne, and the fimplicity^of the 
other; and thou, as the great Moderator and Obferver of 
tnen, do^ difpence fucceis and difappoinitments accord- 
ingJy. 

As 
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As human prudence is abttfed if mingled with falfity 
end deceit, though the end he never forgood^ji'Ari^ fs 
much more imbafed, if dire<^ed to a bad end^ ttf the cKl- 
honour of thy name, the oppreiQSoa of thy people, the • 
corruptiiTg of thy worlhip or truth, or to^xecute Smy m- 
juftice towards any perfon. It hath been my care, as 
not to err in the manner, fo neither in the'eiid of the ex- 
ercifmg of my prudence.. I have ever cfteemed my pru- 
deuce then beft. employed, when it. was exerciied ia the 
<4>rcfervation and fupport of thy truth,- in the upholding 
of thy faithful minifters, in the countermining, difcover- 
iag, and difappointing the defigns of.evil and treacherous 
tnen., in delivering the opJ)re(red, in righting the injuredj 
in prevention of wars and difcords, in preferving thfe 
publick peace and tranquillity of the people where I live, 
m faithful advifing of my prince ; and in all thofe offices 
incumbent upon me by thy f rovidfence tinder every relar 
tion. 

When my end was moft unqueftionably good, 1 .ever 
then .took moft heed that, the means were fuitable and- 
juftlfiable. I. Becaufe the better tlie end was, the more 
eafily we are cozened into the ufe of ill means to effed it ; 
wo are too apt to^difpenfe with ourfelves in the pradice of 
what is amifs, in order to the .accomplilhing of an end 
that is good; we arc apt, while .with great intention of 
mind we gaze upon the etid, not to carfe what courfe we 
take, fo as we attain it ;. and -are apt. ta think -that God 
wiU diipenfe with, or at leaft over-loojc the mifcarriage 
in our attempts, 'if the end be good. 2. Becaufe many 
times,, if not moft times, thy name and honour do more 
fuJer by attempting a good end by bad means, than by 
attempting both a bad end, and atfo by bad means ; for 
i)ad ends are fuitable to bad means ; they are aKke ; and 
it doth not immediately, as fuch, concern thy honour ; 
but every thing that is good, hath fomewhat of thee nx 
it; thy name, and thy nature, and- thy honour, is written 
upon it, and the blemilh that is caft upon it, is ih foma 
meafurc caft upon thee; and the evil, and fcandal, and 
infamy, and uglinefs that is in the means, is caft upon 
the end, and doth difparage and biemifh it, and confe- 
quently it diftionours thee. To rob for burnt- ofTerlngs 
and to lie for God, is-a greater diflervice to thy mojeity, 
tfa an to rob for rapine, Or to \\t for advantage. ■ 
• V'o L. I. Mm ^V]lcn- 
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Whenfocv^r my prudence was iiicoefeful, duty toisfe* 
tain to a good jmd, I ever gave thy name the glory, and 
that in fincerity^ I have known fome meil (and if a man 
will obferve his own heart, he will find it there alf6, un- 
lefs it be ftridly denied) > that will give God the glory of 
the fuccefs of a good enterprize, but yet with a kind of 
iccret invitation of ibmewhat of praife for themfelves, 
^eir prudence, conduQ, and wifdom ; and will be glad 
to hear of it, and fecretly angry and difconfented if they 
tmis it ; and many times give God the glory, with a kind 
of oftentatfon and vain-glory in doing fo ; but I have 
' civen thee the glory of it upon the account of my very 
judgment^ that it is due, and due only to thee. I do 
!know that that prudence that i have, comes from thee ; 
and I do knowjthatitis thy providential ordering of occur- 
Irences tbat makes prudential deliberations fuccefsful, and 
imore is due unto thy ordering, diipofing, fitting, timing, 
dire^ing of all in ieeming cafuakies, than there is to that 
Jiuman counfel by which it is aded, or ieems to be aded ; 
the leaft whereof if not marfhalPd by thy hand, would hav« 
{battered and broken the counfel to a thoufand pieces : thou 
giveft the advice by thy wifdom, and fecondeA it by thy pro- 
vidence ; thou dealeft by us as we do by our children, when 
we fet them to lift up a heavy ftafi*, or a weight, and we lift 
withlhem ; and we again are too like thofe children that 
think we move the weight, when we move not a grsun of it* 

13^ Concerning liie gift of Elocution. 

I have ufcd that gift with humility ; not thereby leer- 
ing applaufe to myfelf, or owning it ; becaufe pride and 
often tation in this j;ift would be fecret idolatry to myfelf, 
and facrilege to thee, robbing thee of thy glory, and 
therefore . fignaHy vindicated m the example of Herod, 
Adts xfci. 

2. With tDuth; I never uied the adv^tage of my e- 
locution, either to maintain a fdfhood, or to abufe cre^ 
dulity into a foolifti opinion or perfuafion. 

3. With integrity; I never ufed the advantage of my 
eloquence or rhetorick to deceive people, or to cozen 
them iniK? a thing. My heart always went along with 
my tongue ; and if I ufed intention of fpeech upon any 
occafion, it was upon an intention of convj£Hon in my- 
pAf, of the -truth, neceffity, uiefulaefe, and fitneis of 

what 
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Wliat 1 1^ fo pcrfuading : if my judgment was doubtfuf 
or uncertain, fo was ray fpeecb. I never nitd elocutiotr^ 
6r ipeciotts arguments to invfte any to that, which in tny 
own judgment I doubted, or doubled whether it were Ht 
or feafonable, aU circumftances conftdered, I flever u(e<I 
my elocution to give credft to an ill caufe; tojuftify that 
which deferred blan« ; to juftify the wicked^ or to cpn- 
demn the righteous; to make any thing appear more 
fpecious or enormous thaiv it deferred. I never thought 
my profeffion (hould either neceffitatef a man to ufe his 
eloquence, by -extenuations, or Aggravations,, to makef^ 
any thing worle or better than it deferves^^ or could jufti-' 
fj a man m it : to proftitute my elocution or rhetorick in 
fuch a way, I ever held tobe moft bafely mercenary, and 
that it was below the Worth of a man, much naore of. a 
Chriftian fo to do. When the caufe was good, and fully fo 
appeared to me, I thought then was that feafpn, that the 
ufe of that ability was my duty, and that it was given me 
for fuch a time as that, and I fpared not the bed of my 
ability in fuch a ibafon ; and indeed elocution or rheto- 
rick is a dead and mfipid piece, unlefs it come from, and 
with a heart full of the fenfe and convi^on of what the 
tongue expreileth> and then, and not tiH then, elocution 
hath Its life and energy. I efteemed th^ie cafes bed deferv« 
ing ray elocution; and in theie I was warm and earneft ; 
the fetting forth of thy glory '^ the aflerting of thy truth ;. 
the deteAion and.convi<Son of errors ; the clearmg of the^ 
mnocent.; the aggravating of fins, oppreffions and deceits:: 
and though I was careful that i did not erceed the bounds 
•of truth, or due moderation ; yet I ever thought that 
thefe were the feafons for which that talent was given me^. 
and accordingly I employed it. 

' 14. Touching my body and bodily Endowments oif 
healthy firength, and beauty* 

I. In general : I jooked upon my body but as an m- 
ftrument, the vehieulum an'tnM^ and not fo much given 
for its own fake^ as to be an engine for the exercile of my 
foul, and a cottage, wherein it might inhabit and perfeft 
ftfelf ; and upon thj»t reafon i was very careful to keep it 
ttfeful for that end \ and that as on the one fide, by over- 
much fevcrity or tyranny over it, I might tire it ;. fo oa 
the other fide» by over.-much paoipering, or pleaflng it, 

M m a I. might. 
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I might .not make it unrhly or maflerlefs, thougb^I IieI4 

» the Tatter for njorc dangerous : for, 

. ji I confidered and tqund-that my body >vas the hap- 

• l>our of the moft dangerous temptations, and the recep- 
tacle of the moft dangerous enemies to. my foul. The 
greateft, and moft intimate, and moft afliduous tempta-, 
tions, for the moft part made their applications to my 

. body, and held correfpondencc with the lufts and incli- 

' nations of my flefti and blood ; the wine^ .whem it gave itft 
colour in the cup, and the pleafantnefs of it, variety and 
curiofity of meats, beautiful and flelhly allurements^ 
coftly and exceflive apparel, precedence and honouri^ 
wealth and power, the purveyor of all proviflons conve- 
nient for the fufficing di flefljy defires, opportunities of 
revenging, fenfe of injuries, esUe, idlenefs and delicacy ; 
thefe, and a thoufand more., made their applications and 
addrefTes to my fenfual and corporal appetite ; the moti- 
ons of my blood, the conftituiiioii or compleiion of my; 
body, ' the luft and deiires of the flefh, or rather thia 
luft reached and hunted afler, them, whereby my bo- 
dy, which was given to be inftrumental and fubfervi- 
entunto my foul, was ready ftiy to caft off the yoke». 
and fet up for itfeJf^ and proftitute that noblfe part to be. 
a ferVant, a bawd unto it, and bring her to that fervi- 
tude and vaffalage, that all her wit, {kill, activity, and 
power, was wholly taken up in contriving and making 
proviflons for the flefti. I, found that the fenfual and 
beaftly pai't, was ready ftill to. thruft the heavenly and 
intelledual part out of her thi'one, and to ufurp it, and 
to. invert the very order of nature itfelf ; fo that both the 
parts of my compofition were difordered, and out of their 
place, and loft their ufe. My. body, wliich was given to 
fei've and obey, became the emprefs, and commanded 
and corrupted my foul,' embafed and enflaved it tp luft 
and diforder; and my- foul, which was given to rule, 
became but the minifter and flavc of my body, Ind was 
tainted and emafculated by the empire and dominion bf 
my body, and the luft&ajod ftreami of concupifcence th&t 
did arife from it ; and I confidered that if the bufin€lfk • 
was thus carried, my happinefs was only in this H&, 
When fickneis, or difeafes, or death fhtould fe'iz^ upon 
my body, I had asi immortal ^bul, that had loft her time 
wholly in this world > ^nd not ooXy fO|. but was imb^fed 

and 
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and putrefied by thefb noifom lufts ; and that the Tcry 
eontagion of my body vd'as incorporated and diffufeJ 
thra* ray foul, that could^ carry nothing.' with her but 
itnmortality,. and difappointinent^ and defilement^ and 
ednfequently could ezpedt; to all eternity, nothiiuj but 
vexation and dl&tisfa^kion, and- everlafling. oomafion. 
Upon all thefe confiderationt, L refolv^ed and pra^ifecF 
ieverity over' thiS' unr4ily beaii, brought my body intot 
iubjedtion, refufed^ to gratify her iatemperate defires,. 
denied theii)^, kept thenv in- awe and undet' diTcipfine ;. 
and becaufe L found that my fieiMy lulb grew petulantr 
miperious and unruly by variety^ curiofity and plenty of* 
mea^s, drinks, and by eafe and idienefs^ I fubdued them^ 
by modecate^ diet and temperance; by hard: labour audi 
diligence, till! had reduced my body to 'that ilate ancjK' 
order that became it, that it mi^it be tn^fubjedHon^ and' 
aot in dominion, might ierve, and not rule;. I denied^ 
fatlsfa^tion to am intemperate appetite^ ^ wanton* eye, at 
▼ain wi(h, a worldly deflre. My t&ble was^ fparing. tap» 
myfelf, my cloaths. plain, my retinue* and attendance but 
aeceflary. i chafed away, my luft, withi the contempla- 
tions of the prefence of God,> the end: of Chnifs fufier*- 
ings, the certainty, yet uncertainty oi^ deaths the ftate: 
afte deaths; and mingled all my- enjoyments ^id defires^ 
with thefe ferious and eleanfing- coafiderations ; and % 
peremptorily pefiifed to gratify the crarings of aa'^lmpor- 
tun ate j inordinate; fenfual appetite ; and did' refoltitelyr 
let themknow, they (hould not, might not exped any bet^x 
ter dealing iixnnime, and^my pradHce was acoonlingly^ 

3. 1 found-by evident emperieiice^.that it is tiiegreateflE 
difficulty that osm be, for a. maa^in a- goed'coKu&tibn to> 
give himfelf leafVe to>th!nk it may be otHerwiTe^ Theve-^ 
» a vanity that accompanies health, that we can foarce:: 
perfuade ourfelves that we fhajl ever be fick or die : we: 
eannot put ailotber efUmate of enr eondteion^tltan^we dcv 
at preient enjoy, cfpecially if it be -iplcafmg and delight- 
fiiK To wean myfelf^jrom^thb iniq>ocency. of mindf al- 
ti)ou^ it hadi' pieafed thee- to- give me^ a» ftrong andi 
healthy eondttution, yet F often put myfdPiiitanhe imai^ 
ginatiAA and fiippofition of ficbiefs) dioughts of ray mor- 
tality, abfhuaed myfelF^from my prefent eondi'tion off 
Hfe and healthy and^prelapprehendedifick'nefs, dHevife*^ 
9id age, infirmtty^and' d^th ; and by this means broVe; 
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aod fcattered my confidence of long life, Conrinued • 
health, and took ujx thoughts becoming a fick, infirm, 
or dying uaan; confidered kow my accounts ftood, if 
God ihpuld pleafe to; call: ms away, how I cpuld alienate 
my mind from the worfd ; what patience I had to bear 
pain, and weaknefs, and iickncis. In my moft intire- 
asjid firmed health, it was- my care fo to order ray life and 
anions, as if the next hour miglu defpoii me of my life 
^nd health too ; I did not^ durd not allow myfelf in any- 
confiderate praftice of any known fin, in procraftinatioa 
of my repentance, in a. toleration of paffions, upon a fup- 
ppfition of a continuance of life, or of ^n unihaken health ^ 
,but ft ill caft withf myfelf, wouW I do thus, were the firm- 
nefs of my health, or the thread of my life to be brokei^ 
«^.£he next Jiour: my firm a^d ftrong conftitution made. 
Aie neither piroud nor prefumptuous, but the frequent in- 
t^rpofitions of the thoughts' of my change kept me humble 
ajidjwatcnful. 

/ 4. In reference to my health, T always avoided thefe- 
two, extremes, i . I never inade it my idol, I declined not 
the due employment of my body in the works of charity. 
or neceffity, or my ordinary calling, out of a vain fear 
qf iijjuring my health; for I reckoned ray health given me. 
in order to thefe employments ; and as he is over-curious 
that will not put on his clothes for fear of wearing them, 
qut, or .ufe his ax in his proper cmploynient, for fear of 
hurting it j fo he gives but an ill account of a healthy 
body, that dares not eihploy it in an employment proper 
for him, for fear of hurting his health. 2. 1 never was. 
•vainly prodigal of it, but careful in a due manner to pre- 
ierve it ; I would decline places of in&dion, if I had n6 
neceff^ry^ calling that brought me to them ; unneccfTary 
journeys, expofmg my body gratis to unneceflary d^A- 
gers, efpecially intemperance in eating and drinking. 

5. 1 efteemed ftrength, and beauty, and comelinefs o£ 
body thy bledlng, an invitation to thankfulnefs ; I cfteem- 
• cd it to carry with it a fecret admonition to bear a prppor? 
tionable' mind and life to- a comely or beautiful body; 
and I looked upon a beautiful countenance, as a juft re* 
prehenfion of a deformed or ugly life or difpofitioa ; but 
1 never found in it m^ter of pride or Vaip-glory. i. Be- 
ciiufe it is thy giftv i^^d not'my own acquisition. 2. Be- 
caufe a fmall matter quite ff'oili itj a fail, or a difeafe, 
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fppils th« greateft ftrength; a humour in the face, a 
rheum in the. eye, a palCy, or the fmall-por, ruin the 
greateft beauty; or if hone of thefe happen, yet either old 
age, or deaxh turns all inta weaknefs, deformity, or rot- / 
tennels. I learn, therefore in the enjoyments of thefe 
bletiSftgs ta e^e^y them with humility and. thankfulnefs ; 
\t\ the lois of them, to lofe them with paiience and con,- 
tentedneis ; for I acknowlege "thy hand both in , the 
^t aad i^ the lofs. , I looked upon them as riovwers 
of the fpriag^ pleafijjg to the eye, but of Ihort continu- 
atice ; the cafualty of an unruly wvi>d and . unfeafonabl^ 
f^oft,^ a worm or ky, might intercept thj^ir natural courfe. 
of contiauaiice ; but they that ©fcaped beft, an autumn or . 
viintef, will infaUibly overtake and ^eftrpy them. 

15. Concerning my Wealth and temporal fub- 
■• ., Mence, - . . ■■ .<• ■• ...... 

I , I efteemed. thefe a^<|uijGtions rather thp effe^s of thy 
providence and bleffii^, than of my ppwer or induftry.; 
for if inftrumentally my iudyilry acquired them, yet that' 
in4uftry is thy gift ; it is, thou that gaveH me power tp 
get wealth. Again, .... . » 
'^2. THo' my indcift^y and 4extertty l;o get wealth were, 
p^ver fo great, yet afmall iat£rpo(itiQn,Neither of thy pro- 
videtice or permii/lion, might foon difappoint and fruftratc. 
ajll tjiat dexfiericy or induftry \ ^ thief, or a ftorm, or a 
£u:e, or ji leak, or the difcomppfure" of the timss, or 2|{, 
prodigal wife, or fpn, or ui^foithful fervant, or a long 
fickneis or a misfortune inother^ whom I truft, or a flaw, 
i/i a title, or a word mi (interpreted, or a thoufand other 
emergencies paay in a little fp9.ce ruin the prpdudt of maay 
years labour and care. When I have looked upon a fp^^ 
def, framing her web, with a great deal of curipfityi audi 
care, and after her induftry of many days, the ,maid witjij 
the broom, at (me brufh, fpoils ajl ; or when .1 have fe^a 
a republick of pifiuire^ with^great circv *^|j>e<ftipii. chopfioa 
the feat of their reiidence, and, every one carrying h\s eg$ 
or provifions to their common ftore-hbufe, and the boy, 
vjith a ftick ftirrin^ it ail abroad,^ or a hen or partridge 
fcattering it all afunder, fo that in a little moment, aH 
the lal^our of thofe poor innocent creatures is difappoint- 
ei ', it h^th ofcen put me in mind, how eafily and fud-? 
d^nly the colle<^ion of many years may be diffipated ; and 

the 
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the exerience of thefe latter times, giyes fad and plfentifuf 
ittftances 6f it. 

1 . But if none of aM thefe vifible emergencies happen^ 
yet it is moft plain, that without thy fecret bleffing upon>- 
honeft and com^meodable indufiry, it proves unfuccefsfiil 
to that end^ I have known in mjr own obiervations often- 
times two men equally induftrious, fober, watchful oP 
opportunities, iparing, yet one get* up in the world, the 
other goes backwards ; and neither they, nor I could pof- 
fibly attribute it to any other caufe but this, thou didft 
blefs the labour of the one, and blow upon the labour of 
the other. And upon all thefe confiderations, I learned ia-. 
tht midft of all' my affluence, not to facriBce to-my own net, 
or to fay in my heart, my mijjht, and the power of mjr 
hands have gottea me tkis wcakh ; but 1 did remember 
the Lord my God, for it is he that gave me power to get- 
wealth, Deut. viii. 17. 

2 . t did not meafure thy fevour to me^ or thegoodneft 
or (afety of my own condition by my wealth and plenty ; 
for I found that thofe externals were either indifferently 
difpenfed tO"the good and bad, or if there w^re any odds, 
the advantage of externals feemed to be ta thofe, whofc 
portion: we might probably conjefture was only in this life. 
My wealth and plenty therefore rather made me the raore- 
jcjilous^^ of my condition than fecure in it : it made me- 
fearch and examine my condition the more flridfy and 
carefufly; and when upon the refuk, I found my fince- 
rity and uprigjitnef» of heart, tho' I with all-thankfulnefs- 
acknowlege thy goodnefs in giving me externals, yet \ 
often begged c^ thee that my portion might not be in* 
this life cmly ; that as thou gaveft me weakhj fo thou' 
Wouldf^ give and incrcafe thy grace \vt my . heart ; that: 
tho* r could wiflr the conthiuance of any external advan- 
tages, as an opportunity to do the naore good, yet if it 
were inconfxftent with my everlafting interefl, my great 
tfxpedkttion in the-life> to come, I (hould- chufe to-- be^ 
without the former, rather than lofc the latter; and I^ 
made it my choice rather to-be poor here, and rich in the 
life tctcome, than tO' be rich: here, and \oA in the life to 
come^ 

3. Axt^ up(Hi the fame confideration, I judged my felf 
-never the better maw, northe better Chriftianti for having 

mochofthcfe worldly advantages. F looked' upon them as*^ 
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jfxltvnzl soii, advex^^itioas ^dvaottages, that had no ingreA 
dieiice at all 10 to my fouJ, unlefs poffibly for the worfc. 
J found, a m^a might be rich, or honourable, in refpe^: 
pf his" birth or place, . and yet a fool, 9, glutton, luxuri-' 
Qus, vaia, imperious, covetous, proud, and in all pro- 
bability the more obnoxious to thefe. diftcmpers by his 
•\^''ealth or greatncfs : on the other lide, a man might be 
poor, and wife^^^md learned, fbber, humble, and poiEbly 
tis poverty might in reference to thele virtuc/Us- habits b« 
an advantage. My riches and honour therefore never 
made me fet one grain of. value the more upon myfelf, 
than if I had been without them. I efteemed it as an in- 
firument, that, being put into a wife, prudent, faithful, 
ajid liberal hand, might be of ufe; but gave no mor^ 
Talue to thfit inh^ren^ worUi of the man, than the ax or 
ikw gives ikiU to the carpenter. 

4. I efteemed all the wealth and honour that I had, 
t>ut intruded to me by the great Mailer of the world ; a 
talent which thou committed^ unto me as thy ileward, 
sind upon accompt ; and this confideration caufed me to 
judge and edef oi of my wealth, and difpenfe the fam« 
quite in another way, than, is ordinarily done. 

I • I did not efteem myfelf the richer at all for my mul*. 
titude of riches; I efteem no nK>re given me than whae 
was in a reafonable manner proportionable to my necef-- 
ikies, to my charge and dependance,- and to the ftatioa 
I had in the world ; all the reft I looked upon as none of 
mine, but my Mafter's ; it was. rather my burden than . 
ipy pofTeflion, the more I had, the more was my care, 
and the greater tl^e charge that I had under my hands ; 
and the more was my folicitude to be a faithful fteward 
of it, to the honour and ufe of m)B M^fter; but' my part 
-w^s the leaft that was in it i indeed I rejoiced in this, that 
mv Mafter efteemed me wife and faithful, committing the 
cUipenfation therqof to my truft ; but I thought it no more- 
ipinfe than the lord's bailie, or the merchant's cafh keep- 
ef thinks .his maftpr's rents or money his, 
. i. And -therefore thought it would be a breach of my 
t^uft t(> con fume or embezzle ;that wealtlx in exceSve fu- ' 
perfluities of meat, drink, pr, apparel, or in advaiicing 
royfelf or my pofterity to a maffie or huge acqueft. 
. 3, 3ut I employed that over^plus in fupport of the mi- 
i^ry, in relief o£ the poor, in redemption of captives, in 
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placing cbiidreii to fchool and apprentice*, m iettfng t&W 
poor on work; and, with fubmiffion to thy wifdom, I 
thought that this latter was an equal, if not a greater 
charity than the encouragement of idle or diffokite pef^ 
fons by libera) fupplies ; becaufe k kept them m the way, 
that wifdom and providence hath defigned for the chU- 
dren of men, 

4. And in thpie employments of men in their 1aboqr» 
I ftill held this courfe. i • To aHow them competent wa-*^ 
ges. 2. That the greateft expence fhould be rather ttk 
the labour than in the materials, g. That the nature 
of the work fhould be fuch as might bring in a return of 
profk, rather than of curio(ity: becaufe the proceed might 
be a (lock for farther charity, or publick advantage. Bat 
rather than the poor fkould >xrant employment and iub- 
fiftence, I thought it allowable to employ them in fuch . 
labours as might yield them a lawfuh profit, thoa]gh it 
yieldeth me only a lawful ccmtentment ; as in building, 
plaiiting, and the like honeft^ though notr altogether pro- 
fitable employments ; in all which my principal defigs 
was the fupport of others, and my own contentatton war 
only a concomitant of it; and I dioQght fuch aa onpro* 
fitable contentment lawfully acquired , when.it was attain^ 
ed by the honeft labour and convenient profit of thofe 
that I employed. 5. And by this confideration, I kept 
my heart from making my wealth, either my confidence 
or my treafure ; I kept a loofe afiedlion towards it ; if I 
had it, I efteemed it as thy depofttumy an incrcafe of my 
account and care; if I loft It without my awn foHy and 
fault, I looked upon tha^ lofs as a dticharg^of fo much of 
myaccompts and charge, and I had thelefs to anfwer for. 
5. I efteemed my wealth: i. As uncertain to continue 
with me; for it hath its wings,, and might take its fiight» 
when I JittJe thought of it. 2. As that which I muft 
(eave when I die. 3. As not uiefitl' alter death for any 
purpofe whatfoever unto me. .4. As that which make» 
me obnoxious to envy and rapine, while ( Hve. 5. Ar 
unufeful at all, but when it is going^away, viz. in the ex- 
pence of it. 6. As a great temptation to pride,, vanity,, 
tnfolence, and luxury. And upon all thefe, and many 
more cohfideratioos, I ever thought it too low ta fet my 
heart upon it, and too weak to place my confidence in it. 
When I had it therefore, 1 received it thankfully, ufed it 
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ibl>erlf imcl fasthfullf 5 when I loft it, I loft it patiently 
Msxd contentedly. 

2. In as much as mj wealth tn fpecie muft be left when 
I die, and I could not poffibly carry that luggage into the 
«ther world ; and if I could it would not be of ufe there, 
I endeavoured fo to -order and hufband it, that I might 
receive it, tho' not in kind, yet by way> of exchange after 
death, and becaufe I found in thy word; Luke xii^ 3j, 
Matth. iv, 20. I Tim. vi. 18, 19. that " hcthatgiveth 
•* to the poor, lendeth to the Lord," Prov, xix. 17. and 
•* he that givcth to a prophet but a cup of cold water in 
V the name of a prophet, ihould receive a prophet's xc- 
•• ward," Matth. x. 4 1 . I have taken that courfe fo to 
xlifpofe tlus unrighteous mammon here, that I might 
ma^e the God or heaven my debtor, not by merit, bpt 
by pEomiie ; and fb I have made over that great wealth 
that thou didft fend me, unto the other world ; and blef- 
fed be thy condefcendon to thy creatures, that when thou 
makeft us thy debtors and sU:i:omptants in this world, by 
thy ulenb of all kinds that thou delivereft us, thou art 
pleafed upon the performances of our dut/ in that truft, 
to make thyfelf debtor to thy creature, by a promife of 
iUL everlafting reward. 

x6. Touching my eminence of Place or Powex. in 
this world, this is my accompt* 

I. 1 never ^ught or defired it, and that upon theie 
ireafons ; i . Becaufe I eafily faw that it was rather a bur- 
den than a .privilege; it made my charge, and my aq- 
' compts the gneater^ my ^contentment smd reft the lefs • i 
' found enough in tt to make me decline it in rcfpc€t of my- 
self, but not aay thing that could invite me to feek or de* 
fire it. 2 . That external glory and fplendor that attend- 
ed it, I efteemed as vain and fnvolous in itfelf, a bait to 
allure vain and incontiderate jperibns to affef^ and delight,* 
sot valuable enough to invite a con(iderate judgment to 
defire or undertake it, I efteemed them as the gilt that 
covers a bitter pill, and t looked throu^ this drefs and 
outlide, and /cafily faw that it covered a ftate obnoxious 
to dahger, fblicitude, -care, trouble^ envy, difconten4:« 
unquietnefs, temptation, and vexation. I efteemed it i 
condition, which if there were any diftemper abroad, 
l;hey would infallibly be hunting and pu&ing at it; and 
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if it found any corruptions widrkiiieftlitP of •pride, vamy^ 
glory, infolence^ vindi<5livencfs, or the like, , it would be 
ftire- to draw thwn outV and fet tfa<tei tdVork, which] if 
they prevailed, it made my power and greatnefs not onl^ 
my btirdcn, but my fin; and if they prevailed not, yet tt 
required a mpft watchful, isiOiduotrs, and feVere vigilant 
Jabour and induftryto fupprefs them. 

2. When I undertook' any place of power or ei'^jinchce," 
firft, I looked to m/ call" thireunto, to be fu6h as I might 
difcern to be thy call, ndt'my oWn ambition.' 2. *Tha£ 
the place 'were fuch as 'might be anfwei^d by fuitable a- 
bilities in fome meafure to'perform. 3.' That my end in 
it might not be the fapisfkiftion of any pride, ambition,* 
or vanity in myfeif, but to ferve thy 'providence and my 
generation honeftly and faithfully. In all which, my un- 
dertaking was not an aft of my choice, but of my duty. 

3. In the holding or exercifing of thefe places, i. I 
kept my heart humble, I valued not myfeif one rufli the 
more for it; i. Bedaufe leafily found that that bafe af- 
fef^ion of pride, whi<ih commonly is the flie that haunts 
fuch employnients, U^ould render me dilhdnourable to thy 
Majefty, and diferviceable in the emplopnent. 2. Be- 
caufe I eafily fiw great places were flippcry placed, the 
mark of envy. It was therefore always my care fb to be- 
have myfeif in it, as I might be in a capacity to leave it ; 
and fo to leave it, as that when I had left it, I might have 
BO fears and blctnifties ftick upon me^ I carried' thercfare 
the fame evenncft of temper in holding it^ as might he- 
corn*' me if I Wete without it. 3. I found enough in a 
great^ employment, to make me fenfible of. the danger, 
troubles, dnd cares of it; 'enough to mike me'.humbje, 
but hot enough to make me prOud and hauglvty .; 

4.1 never made tffe of iny power' bfr 'greatne^ to ienm 
my own turrfs, either to heap up riches, or to bpprefs my 
'neighbour, or to rdvetige injuries, -oi*' t6 uphold or bolfter 
out mjuftice; for though others thought me great, 1 
knew myfeif td be'ftill the feme;' and in all things, bp* 
fides Mife due execution of ray *pl4ce, my deportment was 
juft the faihe, as if I had been no {bch inan : for, firft, f 
knew that I was but thy ft^ward knd ri^ihifter, an^ placed 
there to ftfve thee and thtji^ ends| which tHou propofedft 
in my preferment; and not tb lerve myfeif, much lefs my 
pa&ons or corruptioas. And farther, I very well and 
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|«*a^!ca11y kn^v/, diat place, and honour, and pfefcr- 
nient, are things e^trinfical, and have no ingredience in- 
to the man: his value and eftiroate before, and under, 
and after his greatnefs, is ftill the fame in itfelf ; as the 
counter that now ftands for a penny, anon for fix pence 
anon for twelve pence, is ftill the fame counter, thoi|g^ 
its place and extrinfical dejiomination be changed. 

5. I improved the opportunity of my place, emiaefiee 
imd greatnefe to ferve thee and my country in it, with 
all vigilance, diligence, and fidelity; proteded, counte- 
nanced, and encouraged thy wor(hip, aame, day, people t 
I did faithfully execute juftice according to that ftation I 
fead ; I refcued the oppreffed from the cruelty, malice, 
^nd infolence of their opprefTors ; I cleared tlie innocent 
from unjuft calumnies and reproaches'; I was inftrinnen- 
tal to place thofe in offices, places, and employments of 
truft and confequence, that were honcft and faithful ; | 
removed thofe that were,diftioneft, irreligious, falfe, or 
tmjuft ; I did difcountenance, and as they juftly fell un- 
der the verge of the law, I punilhed profane, turbulent, 
atheiilical, licentious perfons. My greatnefs wa$ a fhel- 
-ter to vh-tue and goodnefs, and a terror to vice and irre- 
ligion; I interpokd to cool the ferocity j and violence of 
others againft good men, upon miftake, or flight and 
laconfiderable differences : in fum, I fo ufed my place 
and greatnefs, and fo carried myfelf in all things, as if 
^11 the while I had feen thee, the great Mafter of all the 
families in heaven and earth flanding by me. I often 
confulted my inftrudions by the written word, and the 
impartial anfwers of my confcience, and I flriilly pur- 
Aied it ; and when I found myfelf at any nime at a lofs, 
hy reafon of the difficulty and perplexity of emergencies, 
i did in an efpecial manner apply myfelf unto thee for 
advice and direftion. 

27. Toaching my Rbputation and Grebit. 

1. I never afFe<fled the reputation of being rich, great, 
inrafty, politick; but I eftecmed much a deferved reputa- 
tion of juftice, honefty,, integrity, virtue, and piety. 

2. I never thought that reputation was the thing pri- 
marily to be fooked after in the exercife of virtue ; for that 
were to affea the fubftance for the fake of the fhado w, which 
tad been a kind of levity and impotence of mind ; but I 
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looked at virtue, and the worth of it, as that which was 
the firHr defirable, an'd reputation as a handfoihe and 
ufeful acccilion to it. 

3. The reputation of juftice and honefty I was always 
careful to keep untainted, upon thefe grounds; i. 'Be- 
caufe a blemilh in my reputation would be dilhouourablc 
to thee, 2* It would be an abufe of a talent which thou 
hadll committed to me. 3. It would be a weaknlng of 
an inftrumenJt which thou had ft put into my hands, upon 
the ftrength whereof, much good might be done by me. 

I founds' both in myfelf and others, a good reputation 
had thefe two great advantages in it ; i. In relpe<ft of the 
party that had it, it was a handfome incentive to virtue, 
and did ftrengthen the vigilance and care of them that 
had it, to preferve it. There is a certain honeft worth and 
.delight in it that adds ibmewhat to the care and jealoufy 
of good minds not raflily to lofe it. The value and 
worth of virtue, though It far exceeds the value of that 
reputation that arifeth from it, yet it is more Platonidc 
and fpiritual, and 'hath not always that impreffion upon 
ws, as the fenfe of our reputation hath ; and I always 
looked upon it as no fmall evidence of thy wifdom ia 
governing men, in adding a kind of external fplendor 
and glory to goodnels and virtue, which might be, and 
is a means to preferve the other, as the (hell or huik to pre- 
ferve a kernel. 2. In refpe<5l of others, becaufe it is 
both an allurement ta the pra<5lice of that virtue which it 
attends, and alfo gives a man a fairer opportunity and 
ftrength to exercife any worthy an^ good a«flioos for the 
good of others. A man of a deferved reputation hath 
oftentimes an opportunity to do tliat good which another 
wants, and may pradtife it with more fecurity and fuccefs. 

5. Thefe temptations I always found attending a fair 
reputation, and I ftill watched and declined them as pefts 
and cankers, i. Pride and vain- glory ; I efteemed this, as 
that which would ipoil and deface, not only my foul, 
but even that very reputation which I had acquired. 
There is nothing fooner undoes reputation than the pride 
and vain- glory that a man takes in it. 2. Idlenefs and 
remifTnefs, when a man begins to think that he hath fuch 
a ftock therec^, that he may now fit ftill, and with the 
rich man in the gofpel, pleafe himfelf that he hath 
enough laid ujp for m^n^ years, and AcrjefQrc he at once 
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(taryes both his goodnefs and reputation, 3 . A daring td 
adventure upon foine very ill adtion upon a fecret and de- 
ceitful confidence in his reputation, thinking now he 
hath acquired fuch a ftocl^ of reputation, that he may 
with fecrecy, and fafety, and fucceis, adventure upoit 
any thing in confidence that his reputation will bear him 
out. 4. A man of great reputation (hall be fure, by thofe 
in power, to be put upon a<5tions that may fepve a turn ; 
this is the devil's ikiM; for if he carry it out upon th« 
ftrength of his reputation, the devil makes the very re- 
Ailt of virtue and worth the inftrument'of injuftice and 
viilany ;. but if he mifcarryy the devil hath got his end 
upon him> in that he hath blafled him, and wounded 
his honour, which fufFers in his difreputation. ' 5, A 
great reputation, and the fcnfe of it, and delight in it^ 
is apt to put a man upon any fhifts, though never fo un- 
handfbme, to fupport it. 6. It makes a man oftentimes 
over-timorous in doing that which is good and juft, led 
he iliould fuffer in his reputation with fome party, whbfe 
concernment may ly in it. 7. It is apt to make a mart 
impatient of any the leaft blemiih that may be caurelefsly 
call upon hrm, , and to- fmk under it, A man of a grfet 
repatatiou, and wh(5 fetshis heart upori it, is defperately 
fenfible of any thing, that may wound it. Therefore, 

6, Though I have loved my reputation, and have been 
vigilant, not to lofe or impair it by my own default of' 
negled ; yet I have looked upon it as a brittle thing ; a 
thing that the devil aims to hit in a fpecial manner ; a' 
thing that is much in the power of a falie report, a mif- 
take, a mifapprehenfion to wound' and hurt; notwith- 
ftan^ing alt my care, I am at the mercy of others, with- 
out God's wonderful over-ruling providence. And asf^ 
my reputation is the efteem- tiiat others have of me, £6- 
that efteem may be blemiflied without any default, t 
have therefore always taken this care, not to let my hear^^ 
upon my reputation. I will ufe all fidelity and honefty,^ 
and take care it Ihall not be 16ft by any default of mine ;. 
and if notwithftanding all this, my reputation be foilgd 
by evil or envious men or angels, I willpatiently bear it, and 
content myfelf with the fcrenity of my own confcience,. 
Jfic murus aheneus ejlo, 

7. When thy honour, or the good of my country was 
concerned, I then thought it was a feafoliable time to lay 
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pat my reputation for the advantage of either; aB<f t# 
a^ it, and by and upon it, to the higbed^ in the ufe of 
^,]\ lawful means : and up«n ftich an occaffmf, the coun- 
fel of Mordecai to £(lher was my encouragement^ Efther 
V, Who knoweth whether God hath given thee this 
reputation and efteem for fuch a tinoe as this ? 

Directions touelnng ihe keeping of tht 
L o R d's Day, /« i&/> C h i l d k e n- 

Children/ 

WH £ N I laft lodged in this pkce, in my journey U]^ 
to London, I fcnt you from hence divers inftru<5li- 
ons concerning your fpeech, and how you fhould manage 
it ; and required you to take copies ©f it ; and to dire^ your 
practice according to it, 1 forgot to enqttire of you, whe- 
ther you had taken copies of it, but I hope you have ; and 
I do agahi require you to be careful in obferving thofe and 
my former diredlions given to you, fbme in writing, and 
rn^y more by word of mouth, I have been careful that 
my example might be a vifible direction to you ; but if 
that hath been defective, or not fo full and clear a pat- 
tern of your imitation, eipecially in ref]pe£l of my diflfcr- 
cnt condition from yours ; yet I am certain that tBofe 
Fules and dire^ions which I have at feveral times givea 
you, both in writing, and by word of mouth, havebeea 
ibundy and wholefome, and i^fonabre; and therefore I 
do expeA that you fhoutd remember and pradtife them : 
and though your young years caiinot yet perchance fee 
the reafon or ufe of them, yet aflure yourfelves, time and 
experience ivill make you know the benefit of them. \xk 
advice given to young people, it fares with them as it 
doth with young children that are taught to read, or to 
young fchobl-boys that learn their grammar-rules ; they 
learn their letters, and then they learn to fpell a fy liable, 
and then they learn to put together fever^l fyllables to 
make up a word ; or they learn to decline a noun, or to 
form a verb ; and all this while they underftand not to 
what end all this trouble is, nor what it means. But 
when they com^ to be able to read Englifh, or to make a 
piece of X^tin, or to conllrue a Latin author, then they 
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feiJ all thefe rudiments were very necefTary, and to good' 
purpofe; for by this means they come to understand 
what others have written, and to know what they knew 
and wrote, and thereby improve their own knowlege and 
underftanding. Juft fo it is with young people, in re- 
fpcd: of counibl and infl:ru<fHon, when the father, or the 
minifter, or fome wife and underftanding man doth fome- 
times admoAiih,' fetnetimes chide and reprove, fpmetimes 
fnftru<fl, they are apt to wonder, why fo much ado, and 
what they mean ; and it is troublefome and tedious, and^ 
feefns impertinent; and they are ready to fay withia 
chetnfelves, that the time were better fpent in riding, or 
hunting, or merriment, or gaming: but when they^ 
come to riper years, then they Begin to find that thoie in- 
ftrudiohs'of theancfent, are of excellent ufe to manage 
the converfation, and tcrdire^ the a<flions, and to avoid'- 
inconveniences, and mifchiefs, and mifcarriages, to which?- 
they are fubjedf without the help of th^efe counfels. And 
therefore it hath been my pradice to give you line upon* 
line, and precept lipon precept, to enable you to fteer 
and order your courfe of life through an evil and dangpp- 
rous world ; and to require you to be frequent in readings 
the fcriptures with du&' obfervation and underftanding^ 
which will make you wifCsfor this life and that which ^fl| 
to come. 

I ami now come well to F. from whence r wrote to yoti' 
my former inftru<5tions, concerning your words and fpeech ;; 
and now I intend to write fomething to you of another- 
fuhje<5t, viz. your obfervation of the. Lord's day, com*- 
monly called Sundays and this I db for thefe reafons. 

r. Becaufe it hath pleafed God ta caft my lot fo, that 
I am to reft at this place upon that day; and the conft-^ 
deration therefore of that duty, is proper for me and for* 
you ; it is 0/>us diet indlepioy the work iSt and proper for* 
tliat day. 

2. Becaufe I have by lon^ and found experience found,, 
that the dueobfervance of this day; and of the duties of 
it, have been of fingular comfort and advantage to me ;. 
and I doubt not but it will prove fo to you. , God almigh- 
ty is the Lord of oiir time, and lends it to us; and as it 
fs but juft we ftiould confecrate this part of that time to 
him, fo I have found. By a ftridl and diligeiit obfervation, 
that a du^ obfervation of thie duty of this day, hath ever 
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had joined to it, a blefling upon the reft of my timo ; am<f 
the week that hath been fo begun, hath^bcen bkffed and 
profperous to me ; and on the other fide, when I have 
I>een negligent of the duties of this day, the reft of the: 
week hath been unfnccelsful and unhappy to my own fe- 
cular employ tnents ; fo that I couid eafily make an eftimate 
of my fucceffes in my own fecular employments the week 
following, by the manner of my pafling of this day : and 
this I do not write lightly or inconfiderately, but upon a 
long and found obfervation and experience. 

3 . Becaufe I find in the world much loofenefs and apo^ 
. ftacy from this duty. People begin to be cold and careleis 
in it, allowing therafelves fports and recreations, and fe- 
cular employments rn it, without any neceffity, which is a 
fad fpedlacle, and an ill prefage. It concerns me there- 
fore (tl^t am your father}^ as much as I may, to refcue 
you from that fm which the examples of others, and the 
inclination and inconfideratenefs of youth is otherwife apt 
to lead you into. 

I fhall therefore fet down unto you particularly (antt 
not in generals only) thefe things : i. What is the reafon 
and ground of your obfervation of this day. 2. What 
things ought not 10 be done upon this day, which pofS- 
^ly may be lawful upon another day. 3. What things may" 
^Se done upon this day. 4, What things are either fit or 
uecefiary to be done in order to thefandtification'of this day. 

f. Touching the firft of thefe, viz. The reafon of the 
obfervation and fa>ndification of this day : And the reafons 
are thefe. , 

1 . Tt is a moral duty, that fince the glorious God gives 
xne my time, I ihould confecrate and fet apart fbme por- 
tion of that time in a fpecial manner to his fervice, 

2. And becaufe the glorious God befl knows» what 
portion of time is fit to be peculiarly dedicated to his fer- 
vice, that fo the morality 6f that time might be deter- 
mined unto fbme certainty, he hath by his exprefs pre- 
cept, given to his'antient people the Jews, limited one 
day or feven to be that fpecial portion of time which he 
would have peculiarly dedicated to his fervice, and foto 
conclude, aud — into it the morality of that duty. 

g. This feventh portion of time, under the old law 
given to the Jews, was determinated by the precept and 
command of God, in the fourth command* and likewiie 
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hj his own example confined to the feventh day from the 
' creation, upon which the Lord refted from his works of 
creation. 

4. Biit our Saviour Chrift, who is the Son of God, 
bleffed for ever, and is the Lord of the fabbath, Matth, 
xii. fulfilling the work of our redemption b^r his refur* 
redtioQ upon the' firft day of the week, and by his miffioQ 
of the Holy Ghoft miraculoufly the firft day of the week, 
5ind by the fecret meflage of the Spirit to the apoftles and. 
primitive church, hath tranflated the obfervatiori of the 
feventh day of the week, to the firft day of the week, 
which is our Chriftian fal:jj>ath ; that as our Ghriftian 
^ baptifm fucceeds the iacrament of circumcifion, and as 
our Chriftian pafcha, the facrament of the eucharift^ 
fucceeded the Jewifh pafTovcr; fo our Chriftian fabbath, 
the firft day of the week, fucceeds the fabbath of the 
feventh day of the week; ani that morality which was 
by almighty God, under that covenant, confined to the 
feventh day, is by the example of Chrift and his apoftles, 
to us Gentiles, transferred to the firft day of the week ; 
and that which would have been a violation of the mo- 
rality of the fourth command under the Jewifh fabbath. 
Is a violation of the fame fourth command, if done upon 
the Chriftian fabbath ; though th^ ftridlnefs and /everity^ 
enjoined to the Jews be not altogether the fame that i^ 
now required of Chriftians. And thus you have the rea- 
Ibn of the obligation upon us Chriftians to obierve the firft 
day of the week, becaufe by more than human inftitution,. 
the morality of the fourth command is trifnsferred to the 
jSrft day of the week, being our Chriftian fabbath : and 
ik> the fourth commandment is not abrogated, but only 
the day changed ; and the morality of that command only 
tranjQated, not annulled. 

n.' Concerning the Second. It is certain- that what is 
imlawful to be done upon another day, Js'much more . 
unlawful upon this; as ex:ce& and intemperance, and the 
Ifke-finful and unlawful adlions^ But farther, there are 
many things that may be lawfully done on another day, 
which may not lawfully be done upon this; ajad many 
things that are not only lawful upon another day, but al- 
fo fit and decent, which are yet unfit to be done upon this 
day. Upon other days we may and muft imploy ourfelves in 
our fecular and ordinary callings ; we may ufe bodily eit- 
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crcifes and recreations, as bowling, ftiooting, huntings 
and divers otJier recreations ; we may ftudy human learn- 
ing: but I hold thefe to be not only unfit, but unlawful' 
to be ufed upon this day, and therefore remember it. 
Moderate walking may thus far be ufed, fo far only, as 
it enableth you to the more cheerful and lively perforna- 
ance of the duties of this day ; and therefore I allow you 
to walk foberly about half an hour after dinner, to digeft 
your meat, that you be not droufy^ nor indifpofed in the 
religious duties of tlie day. Merry, but harmleis talking, 
or talking about fports or worldly bufmefs, may be ufed 
another day, but not upon this. Feaitings may be fome- . 
times feafonably ufed upon other days, but are not fit up- 
on this day. Let only fuch provifion be made irpon this 
day, as may be necelfaryfor the feeding of the family, and 
the poor; and therefore I hold that curiofities, baking 
of meats, and fuperfluous provifions upon this day are ta 
be avoided, as being an unneceffary breaking of the reft o£ 
this day, and unbeleeming the folemniry of it, 

ni. What things may be done this day, is a queftion 
of a great latitude ; becaufe circnmftances are many, that 
do much diverfify the acflions of men, and many times- 
render them lawful or unlawful, according to thofe va- 
> rieties of circumftances. Therefore I (half (hortly fet 
down thofe things that do not of themfelves dircflly tend 
to the fan^Hfication of this day, that yet may, and fome- 
times muft be done upon this day. For there were many 
things that were ftri^tly enjoined to the Jews in their olr- 
fervation of tjieir fabbath, which were ceremonial, and 
concerned only that ftate, and do not oblfge under the 
gofpel ; as their dreffing of meat upon this day was prohibi- 
ted to them, but not to us; and many more things they 
did forbear and count unlawful, which in truth were not 
only not forbidden, but enjoined and commanded, for 
which our Lord reproves the Pharifees, who accounted it 
a breach of the fabbath to heal the fick, or to pluck the 
cars of com for the neceffary relief of hungry, Matth. xii; 
Therefore, 

I. Works of abfoliite neceflSty for man or beafts may 
be done upon the Lord's day. And thofe I call works of 
neceffity, -yjhich cannot be done before this day, or after, 
without apparent danger. As for inftance, ftopping of 
the breach of a fea wall^ fuppocting a houfe, that upon 
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ji fudden tempeft or cafualtj is readj^to fall ; pulling out 
an ox or other beafl failen into a ditch; preventing of a 
.trefpafs that by a fuddent accident may be occafioned U> 
my corn, or my neighbour's ; fettiag of a broken bone ; 
.phyfick to remove an incumbent, or imminent difeafe or 
■pain ; milking of cows; feeding of cattle; the necef&ry 
dreding of meat £br the family, sokl many more inftances 
of that kind. But yet therein, wartnefs and integrity 
inuft be ufed; for other wife men, under pretence 01 no- 
ceffity , will take the liberty to do what they pleafe. There- 
fore take thele cautions concerning neceSIty« 

1. That is not a neceifity that excuieth a w<»*k upon 
this day» which might have been reafonably forefeen and 
done before the day: as for inflance, a man hath a ne*- 
cedlty to drefs meat for his family, which he nught have 
provided on the faturday, and negkdti it; tbii oeceffity 
'will not judify him in fending two or three miles to buy 
meat upon the Lord's day. 

2. That is not a necemty, which may be forebom to 
be done without any abfolute deftmdion or lofs of the 
thing, until the morrow. If a rick of hay be on fire, I 
tnay endeavour to quench tt on the Lord's day : but if my 
com be cut, and lying upon the ground on the fatilrday» 
though the weather be rainy, or inclining to wet, I may 
not make it Into cocks, or fetch it home upon the Lord's 
day ; becaufe poffibiy almighty God may fend fair wea- 
ther to-morrow. And therefore in my forbearance I do 
two duties in one, viz. obferve his law, and reft upon his 
providence. *** Men make neceffities many times to ferve 
their eafe, and floth, and fancies, when in truth there is 
none, but the bufmefs may be deferred without any dan- 
ger. If ^e would be more faithful iQ our obedience to 
God, ^ (hould find many pretended necedlttes to vaniCk 
into mere imaginations. 

3 . Works of charity. Relief of the poor ; adminiftring 
phyfick upon an apparent necefGty ; vifiting or comfort- 
ing the afflidted ; admcmifhing the diforderly ; perfuadlng 
peace between neighbours offended, and endeavouring to 
compofe differences which require not much examination, 
or cannot be deferred withcMtt an apparent danger of 
greater mifchief. Thefe are. not only permitted, but 
commendable, nay, commanded upon this day. But if 
the bufineis require examination, 'or may be deferred till 
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tomorrow, then it is bed to defer fuch examinations andf 
treaties between ofFended parties till another day ; becaufe 
they will take away too much of the little precious portioa 
of time of this day, and may be as well done to-morrow. 

IV. As for the fourth, what is proper, fit, ornece/Tary 
to be donp, in order to the fandification of this day, I 
will fet down particularly ; for generak feldom produce 
any great effedl, becaufe every man is apt to con(lru& 
them according to his own mind and liking. 
- I. I would not have you middle with any recreations, 
paftimes, or ordinary work of your calling from fatur- 
day-night at eight of the clock, till monday-moming,. 
For though I am not apt to think that faturday- night is 
part of the Chriftian fabbath, yet it is fit then to prepare 
the heart for it, 

2. Rife at lead three hours before morning fermon ; 
and when you have made yourfelf fully ready, and wafli- 
ed, and fitted yourfelf for the folemnjty of the day, read 
two chaptei's in the Bible, and then go folemnly to your 
private prayer, and delire of God his grace to enable you 
to'fandify his day ; and after your private prayer, read 
another chapter, and let your reading be with attention, 
obfer^iition, and uncovered on your head. 

3 . »When you are in the publick worfhip ^pul fervice oF 
God, be uncoverecl all the while of reading, praying, or 
preaching, and if the weather be too cold wear a fattin 
cap. 

4. Kneel upon your knees at prayer. Stand up at the 
reading of the pfalms, and at the firll: and fecond IdTon, 
and the epiftle and gofpel, the hymns and creeds ; fo you 
fhall avoid offence, and give the fame honour to every 
part of the holy fcripture : but ftand not up at reading o£ 
any apocryphal book, if any happen to be read. ♦ 

5. Sit at the fermon, and be very attentive at your 
prayers, and in your hearing. I commend you writing 
the fermon, efpecially till you ar€ one or two and twenty 
years old, becaufe your minds are apt to wander, and 
writing the fermon fixeth them, and maketh them more 
attentive. 

6. When the minifter readeth any of the pfalms or 
leiTons, turn to them in your Bible, and go along with 
him, it will faften your attention, and prevent -wandring 
thoughts, 

7. Be 



